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INTRdBUCTION. 

Exposition of the Causes of the War. 

Jk ERUAPS it is impossible, in Die nature of things, 
that there should exist a cordial; political conneicion be* 
t|reen the BeptMic of the U. States and the monarchy 
of Great Btitain. There |{i. something in the national 
pride of England that can never forgive the declara- 
tiou of independence; and on our side, the sufferings, 
prison ships, burnings, massacres and scalpings of the 
rcTfolutipn have not been forgotten. . It is true, that 
the ties of a common ancestry, siniilaritj of language 
and manners, have been urged as natural inducements 
to a close and friendly alliance between the two coun- 
tries. These causes operate feebly, when opposetl by 
a powerful spirit of commercial rivalry, and the resent* 
ments springing from tlic revolutionary war, mutually 
cherished by both nations. 

^ The hostility of England has been coeval with our 
national existence. How easy it is to furnish the in- 
iSredulous, irrefragable evidence of tlic truth of this po- 
sition I The events of the revolutionary war constrain^ 
ed the British government to recognize our indcpend- 
ence; yet she refused to execute the treaty of 1783. 
The western posts from Oswego to Miclalimackinac 
were forcibly retained, contrary to tive ^^.-^t^.vin^ ^\w.%- 
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tons of thai treaty from '85 to '96; and that too, while a 
Washington presided in the councils of his country I 
This breach of feith eubjected the United States to the 
expenses of a long' aad UotM]j-(ndian wstx^ which oth-^ 
erwise most unquestionaDlj could hare been avoidedr 
In this war the savages were supplied with the means 
of death from those very posts, so wrongfully withheld* 
Tlie governor general of CaQadti Lord Dorchester, in- 
Btlgated the Indians to hostilities. Englishmen fought 
by tlidr sides at the defeats of Harmer and St. piair. 
^Vhen Gen. Wayne defeated the Indiana near the 
MiaiiH of the Jjake, m 1794, they^eught protection un^ 
derthe guns of a British forf^ erected fai ft time of 
' feac^, and many miles within the acknowledged ter^ 
ritoiial limits of the U. States. 'The British comman- 
der even threatened to fire on iht American tixiops, if 
they approached witliin reach of his guns ! 
* In the. flight of Gen. Proctor from the battle of the 
Moiaviaii Town, his carriage and papers fell into the 
iiands of the Americans. Among these papers were 
Ibund the letters 6f Mr. M'kce* of the Indian depart- 
ment, to Col. England, the commander of the English 
iroi>p8 at Maiden, during the months of July and Au- 
past 1794j and at the time Gen. Wayne was operating 
against the Indians on the Miami. It appears fiont 
tliese letters that the scalps taken by the Indians were 
^cni to the Indian establishment at the rapids of that 
river ; that the hostile operations of the Indians were 
concerted with British agents and officers 5 that cer- 
tain Indian tribes « having completed the belts they 
rarrieJ with scalps and prisoners,- and being with- 
owt provibions, resolved on going home, it was ta- 

I * Set Appendix A. 
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skented that hit Majestj's pdsts would derive no 
securitj from the late great influx of Indians into that 
part of the eountrj, should they persist in ^eir resolu- 
tion of returning so soon}" tiiat the British agents 
were immediately to hold a council at tiie glaze» in or- 
der to try if they could prevail on the l^e Indiana to 
remain; but that without provisions and ammunition 
being sent to that place^ it was conceived to be ex- 
tremely difficult to keep them together $ and that ^ Col. 
England was making great exertions to supply the In- 
dians with provisions." <' Scouts are sent (continues 
CoL M'Kee) to view the situation of the American ar- 
my; and we now muster 1000 Indians; all the lake 
IndianSffromSaguna downwards, should not lose one 
moment in joining their brethren, as every accession of 
strength is an addition to their spirits." Again : ^ I 
have been employed several days in endeavoring to fiit 
the Indians who have been driven from tlicir villages 
a^ d cornfields between the fort and the bay* Swan 
creek is generally agreed upon and will be a very con- 
venient place for the delivery of provisions, Scc'^ ' These 
letters prove that there existed acovert but active co-op- 
eration of the British agents with Indiana opposed tQ 
Gen. Wayne. 

The same influence was exercised among ^e Creek 
mnd ClTerokee Indians. A British subject of the name 
of Bowles assumed the title of Director General of 
Muscogee. 

The correspondence* of American Indian Agentsand 
military and civil officers near the western frontiers^ 
with the department of state, aflbrds ample additional 

* See Appendix B. 
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proof of {tie firitish agento' instigafin^ tli« taTages t» 
act? of hoBtilitjr. 

The late Gen. Pike in his tour to the heid waters of 
th6 Missiaippi*, found seVeral stockade forts erected hj 
the British many leagues soutii of the hoQndarj line.t 
Such has heen the disregard of Great Britain for our 
territorial rigdts. Has she been more respectful to our 
national flag and maritime privileges ? 

The French revolution commenced. All Europe was 
in arms. The wisdom oi Washington perceived the 
true interest of his country. The policy of a strict 
neutrality was adc^ted. Although ^i» act displeased 
France, still it was not respected by Bngland. The 
proclamation announcing this course of policy was is* 
Fuedon the 22d of April 1793. Yet, on the 8th of 
June following an order was issued from the cabinet of 
St. James, requiring ^ all vessels loaded wholly or in 
part, with com, flour or meal, bound to aiiy port in 
France, or to any port occupied by the armies o£ 
France,^' to be forcibly carried into the ports of Great 
3ritarn, and their cargoes were eifiier to be sold there^ 
or security given that they should only be sold in the 
ports of a country in amity with Chreat Britain. 

This outrage was soon followed by the enforcement of 
the rule of ^56. This 'preposterous and arbitrary rule 
ordained that neutral nations were not entitied to enjoy 
thebcnefitsof a trade with the eolomes of a belligerent 
power, from which in a period of peace they were exclu-^ 
dftd by the mott^er country. It was at ar period when 
^ j^iaeric^n niercbants had engaged in a lucrative and 
jldteiifiive trade witli the French colonies, that the^order 

t See Appendix C. 
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of the Gth of November Was silently circulated among 
^e Britifib cruisers, consigning to legal adjudication, 
*< all vessels laden with goods the produce of anj col* 
onj of Fnmce, or carrying provisions or supplies for 
the use of any such colony." A great number of A- 
merican vessels became the victims of this perfidious or^ 
der. The popular indignation in the U. 8. inr as violentljr 
excited* War was, for a while, considered the only al- 
ternative* Finally, the pacific system of policy wat 
preferred. Mr. Jay was dispatched on a special mission 
to Great Britain-— the result was a treaty of amity, 
commerce and navigation. Nevei-theless, tiie commerce 
of the United States continued to be tlie prey of British 
cruisers and privateers. 

The accursed practice of impressment, bad in the 
meanwhile become a serious cause of complaint. Even 
as early as 1793 the British government was apprized 
of the << initation that it had excited \ and of the diffi* 
culty of avoiding to make immediate reprisals on their 
seamen In the United States." It was told that >^ so 
many instances of the kind had happened, that it was 
quite necessary tbey should explain themselves On the 
subject, and be led to disavow and punish such violence^ 
which had never been experienced from any other na- 
tion." Again it was told << that unless it would come 
to some accommodation which might ensure the Ameri- 
can. seamtQ against this oppression, measures would be 
taken to cause the inconvenience to be equally felt on 
hoth sides.". On the 30th of July, 1794, Mr. Jay wrote 
tuof Lord Grenville, ^ that the impressment of*. Ameri- 
can citizens to sen'e on board British armed vessels'^ 
was not duly an injury to the unfortunate individual, 
hut it natoially excited ^ej tain. emotions w^ the breasts 
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of the nation to whom they belong, ttMT.Che jugt and 
humane of everj countrj ; and tliat an expectation wa9 
indulged, that orders would be given that the Ameri* 
cans so circumstanced, would be immediately liberated^ 
and tliat the British officers should, in future, abstain 
from similar violences." In April 1797, Mr. K.ing re- 
monstrated against the growing evil. He said, that 
^ the subject was of much greater importance t)ian had 
been supposed ; and that, instead of a few, and those 
in man J instances equivocal cases, the American minis* 
ter at the court of London had, in nine months (p^rt of 
tlie jears 1796, and 1797,) made application for the dis*- 
c^fargeoftwo hundred and seventy one seamen, whe 
had in most cases exhibited such evidenceastosatistifj 
hinty [JUr. King r\ that thej were real Americans, for- 
ced into the British service, and persevering, generally, 
in refusing pay and bounty." In the autumn of 1796, 
the American Secretary of State, Mr, TH^mothy Picker^ 
ing wrote to Mr. King instructing him to say that ^< if 
the British government had any regard to the rights of 
the U. S. any respe(;t for the faation, and placed any val- 
ve on their friendship, 1^ would facilitate the means of 
relieving their oppressed citizena ;" that ^< the British 
naval officers often impressed Sweves, Danes and other 
foreigners from the vessels of the United States ; that 
they might, vrith as much reason, rob Amtrixsan vessels 
•f the property or merchandise of Swedes, Dames 
and Portuguese, as seize and detain in their service, 
the subject) of tliose nations fotind on board. American 
vessels ; and that the President was extremely anxioos 
to have this business of impressing placed on a ^ea8onft^ 
ble footing." In September 1800, Mr. Marshall, then 
Secretary of State, wrote to Mr* King still at the consi 
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of London, stating that<< the impressment of American 
seamen was an injury of yerjr serious magnitude, whick 
deeply affected the feelings and honor of the nation ; tliat 
no right had been asserted, to impress the natites of 
America ; j^tj that they were impressed ; that they 
were dra^;ed onboard British ships of war^ with the evi- 
dence of citizenship in their handstand fdrced by violencd 
there to serve until conclusive testimonials of their birth 
could be obtained ; that many must perish unrelieved^ 
and all were detained a considerable time, in lawless 
and injurious confinement that the continuance of the 
practice must inevitably produce discord between two 
nations, which ought' to be friends of each other ; andf 
that it was more advisable to desist from, and to take 
effectual measures to prevent an acknowledged wrong, 
tlian by persevering in that wrong, to excite against them- 
selves the well founded resentments of America, and 
force the government into measures which may very 
possibly terminate in an open mptnre^" 

These extracts furnish aiiiple proof that tiie subject of 
impressment became a serious ground of complaint and 
remonstiance as early as 1792, Nor did British cruis- 
ers desist from their practice of impressing American 
seamen even during the period of our naval war with 

France. 

In the winter of 1800, Mr. Listen, tlie British minis- 
ter at Philadelphia, submitted a project of a treaty to 
the consideration of the American government. It was 
rejected by Mr. Adams, and the chief oflicers of the ex- 
ecutive department, whom he consulted, on the ground 
« that it did not sufficiently provide against the impress - 
mept of American seamen," and tliat it was better to 
have no article, and to meet the censcquenc^s, than not 
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to enaiAerate m^f^thant vessels on fhe high seas, among 
the things not ti> be forcibly Entered id search of deser-* 
fers.'* 

Su^h wite th^ state of our felattoni with Great Britian 
when Mr. Jefl^on was elected to the Presidency. The- 
Peace of Amiens- seemed to promise a durable repose to 
fiaro)>e^ exhausted by long and sanguinary wars. Tlie' 
golden age of the American republic comttienced. At 
peace with the whole worlds her iiourisliing commerce 
l^hitened eveiy sea ; her adventurous ships bore to her* 
j^rts the productidns of every clime. Our exports, im*' 
fmpoftd and revenue increased beyond example : while 
l^rance and Bnglatid remained at peace, the practice of 
ifupfestoent, if not wholly abandoned, was at least un-' 
frequent. 

Wh^n the President of the United States appointed a 
tffiecidl mission to tf^ciate with the French government 
ike pufdi&s^ 6( Louisiana Mr. King was instructed to 
explain to the Bri^sh'g6Vemment the object of the mis- 
sion. Mr. King made' the expl^knation and informed the 
American government that <<the 6omihunication was 
received In good part; nodoubt was suggested of the 
right of the United States to pursue separately and alone 
fhe objects they dmed at ; but the British govermnent 
appeared to be satisfied with the President's views on 
this important subject." 

After the treaty of purchase was concluded, l^r. King 
wrote to liord Hawkesbury apprising him of the event, 
and also, that in drawing up the treaty, care had been 
taken so to frame the same, as not to infringe any right 
of G. Britain, inthe navigation ofthe river Mississippi." 
The noble Lord replied, << that he had received his ma« 
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jesty^s commands to espresB (Ihk pleasure with wiiicb 
his majesty had i-eceived the mtelUgeoce ; and to addf 
that his majesty regarded the cai^ which had been taken 
so to frami: the treaty as not to infringe any right of O^ 
Britain in the navigatioB of the river Mississippi^ as thf 
fisDat saUrfaetory evidence of a disposition on the part of 
the Government of the United Btates, correspondent 
with that wlHch his majesty entertained, to proipotf 
jand impHwe that harmony, which so happily sub8iste4 
)>etween the two countries, and which was so conduci?f( 
in their mutual benefit." 

. Notwithstanding this unequivocal avowal of the Britr 
ishgovemment, of its entire satisfaction at the purchase^ 
it :0ubsequently intrigued with Spain to induce her t^ 
pppose the transffsr of Louisiana from France to the 
United States $ and no doubt would have succeeded^ 
)>ttt^or the potent injlmnte of France. 

In the declaration of the Piince Regent, (of Jan. \Q^ 

1813,) the pUTi^b^Gise of the territory was censured as 

^ the ungenerous conduct of the United Statj&s towards 

Spain ^" and the British pegociators at Ghent, in their 

note of September 4, ^814» iittribute the acquisition of 

Louisiana, by the United States to a spirit of a^raa* 

dizement, not necessary to their own security. They 

Affirmed besides, th/it << the purchase was made against 

the known conditions op which it had been ceded by 

3pU!i to France," l&at in case pf the protestation of the 

miiii»\At of hi^ ciktholic ynajesty at^Washington, thePre- 

^dent (tf thie United States ratified the treaty of purr 

jchase $ and that-^' there was good reason to belieVe, that 

-maAy circumstances altering the transaction, were in? 

4ustriousJy concealed.'* Yet these aspersions were 
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teade in the verj face of evidence in their pOBsessior^ 
dint the United Stiitea had at the onset of the negocia* 
Hen consulted Spain M4ether she claimed anj sovereign^ 
ij over the territory of Louisiana ? Thej knew also* 
at t)ie time these unwarrantable reproaches were made, 
tii^t Spain had replied) through hei^ minister, M. Ceval- 
los, that bj the retrocession made to France, of Louisi- 
ana^ that power regained the province, with the limits it 
iiad, savipg the rights acquired by other powers $ and 
that the United States could address themselves to the 
freneh government, to negociate the acquisition of ter- 
ritories, which might suit their interest.'' They knew 
moreover, that his Catholic Majesty's minister at Wash* 
ington, in 1804, acting by the ^< special order of his 8ov« 
iteign," declared to the American Sficretary of state, 
Mr. Madison, that the explanations which the govern* 
ment of France had given to his Catholic majesty, con* 
cerning the sale of Louisiana to the United States, and 
the amicable dispositions, on the part of the King, his 
master^ towards these states^ had determined him to 
abandon the opposition, which at a prior period, and 
with the most substantial motives, he had manifested 
against the transaction.^' 

The bright prospects opened to American commerce 
by tlie peace of Amiens, were delusive and transient. 
War recommenced between France and England. The 
American minister anticipating ihb event, obtained as* 
jBurances, from the British government j « that, iw the 
event of war, the instructions given t6 their naval offi- 
cers should be drawn up with plainness and precision, 
and, in general that the rights of belligerents should be 
iexercised in moden^tion, and with due respect to tho|^ 
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of neutrals." AW in ordei* to prevent the recurrence 
©rthc practice of impressment, our minister prepared 
for signature, a convention, ta remain in force during 
five yearsjdecliring that" no seamen, nor seafaring per- 
son j should upon the high seas, and without tliejurlsdic- . 
tion of either party, be demanded or taken out of any 
ship ot vesrel, belonging to the citizens or subjects 
of one of the' parties, by the public or private armed 
ships, or men of wi-r, belonging to, or in the service of 
the other party; and that strict orders should be ;.iv- 
en for the due observance of the engagement." ^fhe 
British ministers at first agreed to this arrangeniept, 
but they soon insisted on a modification of its provl-. 
»i6ns, and that the narrow se^s should be expres-ly ex- 
cepted, Mr. King •• having supposed from the t'inor of 
his conversations ivith Lord .St. Vincent, that the doc- . 
trine of mare dausiim would not be revived aj^ainst tlie 
United States on this^occasion ; but that En^^land wimld 
be content; with the limited jurisdiction or domiiiiou* 
over the seas, adjacent to her territori(»s, wliicli i.«* as- 
signed by the law of nations io other States, wa.'i dit^ap- 
pointed, on receiving Lord F.t. Vincent's communica- 
tion ; and chose rather to abandon the negociation than 
to acquiesce in the doctrine it proposed to estafclish.* 

In order to lull the American government and peo- 
ple into a false security, the Britisli Minister at Wash- 
ington, shortly after the renewal of hostilities in Europe, . 
made a formal declaration to the govennnent cf the 
the United State?, that " no blockade should be consid- 
ered as editing, unless in respect of p^^^-ticular jortfi^ 

* See Ikfr. King's letter to tlie S *crctary of Sltte dat- 
ed, Lonion, July, 1803. 

' li 
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which might l>c actually invested ; aiid, tiicn, that the 
vessels bound to such ports should not be captui-ed, un- 
leis thej had previously been warned not to enter 
them.'^ The specious promises given in this dtclara- 
tlon were never realized ! Nay, the. hostile attitude of 
Great Britain become more and more manifest; 

The outrage of impressment was renewed on a more 
extensive scale ; scarce a vessel from our ports es- 
caped the loss of a part of its crew, by the arbitrary 
sieizures of the pressgang. Fresh blockades were an- 
nounced. The rule of '56 was again enforced In a spir- 
it of more rigorous execution. The commerce of the 
United States was cut up in every sea. The question 
of resistance to thes^ accumulating injuries became no 
longer a party cjtiestion. Federalbis as well as republi- 
cans on tliis occasion, feU the indignities offered to th^ 
country's honor. The cold, malignant feelings of party, 
liad not tlicii eitinguished in their bosoms the fire of 
|)atriotism. The memorialn of Boston, New-York, 
j^hiiadelphia and Baltimore, exist as monuments of fed- 
eral resentment at the wrongs of England. The Amer- 
ican people \sith one spirit and one voico, called aloud 
for Insistence. 

The American government could readily have found 
abundant argument t^ prove the justice of a declaration 
of war again-it (5reat-Britain ; tlie popular feeling was 
excited to tlie war key 5 not by art or declamation, but 
actual ftuiTerance. 

' However, Peace being olh iously tlie tiue policy of 
ihe republic, negociation was adopted as an alternative 
pYfernble to war. 

In ISOG^ Messrs. Monroe and Hakneyjwere appoint- 
vd envovs e>ttiaordinarv to the court of SU Jame^ io 
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hegociate with the Bntish govemmeut and oljfain, if 
practicable, a redress of grierancea. Every authority 
was given them for the purposes of conriliation. y\Q 
act of congress, proliibiting the importation of certj:in 
articles of Knsrlish manufacture into the United States, 
was suspended, in proof of an earnest desire to termi- 
nate the t!)en existing diflferenccs. Our envoys weie 
nevertheless instructed to declare to t!ie British > egoci- 
fttorsti^atthc « suppression of impressment, and the de- 
finition^ of blockades, wex-e absolutely indispensable ;'* 
and that ^ without a provision against impressmenta, 
no treaty should be concluded.'* ' 

The American envoys^ influenced by a Mncisre desire 
to f ffect an accommodation of the points in controver- 
sy ; knowing the anidety of the Americaft gorcmmcnt 
to relieve its seafaring citizens, from the iihuses of t>ie 
impress tyranny ^ ** listening with confidence to afsur- 
anoes and explanations of the British coiomiEsioners i 
in a sense favorable to ^eir wishes $ and judging ff om 
a state of information, that gave no immediate cause io 
doubt ^le sufficiency of those assurances and explana- 
tions 5 the envoys, rather than terminate the negociatJon 
without any arrangement, were v«iUing to rely on the 
efficacy of a substitute, for a positive article in the trisa- 
ty, to be submitted to the consideration of their govern- 
ment, as Ais, according to the declaration of the British 
commissioners, was the only arrangement, they were 
permitted at that time, to propose or to allow. The sub- 
stitute was presented in tlie form of a note from the 
British commissioners to the American envoys and con- 
tuned a pledge << that instructions had been given, and 
ahould be repeated and enforced, for the obBcr\ance (Jf 
the greatest caution in the impre&smg i&iWa^x v^«:aw^:^ 



28 HISTORY OF 

^e stiite. No one was seen attempting t6 evade his 
f ountry's call ; the contention was^ who should be first to 
avenge her wrong?^ Noble sons of Oliia ! jour patriot- 
ism and valor are worthy ^e blessed soil jou inhabit i 
Longy long maj you enjoj tliat peace which you have 
60 gallantly contributed to conquer. 

Having elected their officers,* and made the necessary 
d'^mestic arrangements, they exchanged the endearments 
of iioKK, for the toils and dangers of the camp, and 
eoifume'nceJ their march for Dayton, where they arriv- 
ed l>efore hnj preparation had been made for their 
recepfioo.' Neither- tenta ^nor the ne'ccs^ry 'cooking 



comfort Thtey remained several' days without huts or 
sheds, exposed to the inclemency of the season. But 
this was not sufficient to cool their ardor 5 they wer^ 
iinfiitlent .to commence their march for Detroit. 

* Of the first regiment of Ohio volunteers, ' Duncan 
M'Arthurt was elected cplohel; James Denny and Wm. 
A* Xriinbl e , rtiajors. Of 'the second , James, {"inley , ,col. 
Thomas Moore and Thomas B. Van Horne, majors.' Of 
the thii[*d;liewis Cass, colonel 5 Robei-t Morrison and 
Jeremiah R, Munson, majors. 

t When Col. M'Arthur received orders to fiimi^ 
Lis quota from his division, he addressed hia fetlow-cit- 
izensy and .after a handsome exposition of the causet^^ 
an<^ the necessity of an appeal to arms, said — '' Voluii- 
tee!-3 from ' every part of ti\e division will be accepted 
until the number required be made up. 1 shall myself 
be one of them. Should the detachment from the second 
division, tliink proper to honor me with th^ command^ 
I will accept of it, otherwise, I will cheerfully shoulder • 
itjj' Rrfilocli and mivrcli i^ the ra^xts.'? 
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By the middle of May, the troopa wer.e -provided with 
blankets, tents, and otliernecessar^'^c^mp equipage ^ and 
had become tolerably expert in the moat useful military 
evolutions. Brigadier General William HuII^ who had 
been appointed by government to coinduct the expedi* 
tion,ha\'ing arrived, the encampment wa^ changed firom 
the commons at Dayton^ to a praif ie 014 the we^t bank of, 
Mad Kiver, three miles distant. ,•.-•. ^ 

Governor Meigs having assembled and organised the 
troops, in obedience to the orders of the secretary sf 
war, had now only to surrender the command of them 
over to General Hull. The 25th of May wfrs agreed oii 
as the day for transferring the command. ITlie brigade 
was formed into close columns, and the. goVernof ad - 
addressed the troops in a style calculated to. makoa 
deep Inipre^sioii. 

*' Officers and^soldiersof the first army of Ohio^ . 

• *• Collected suddenly and rapidly from various pj^rts 
of the state, you have manifested a zeal, wox;thy .of a 
ii-ee people. . You will §oon be completely organi/ijed^ 
and I trustj-^that hirmony.wiU forf^ffir, cojitinue. Al- 
ready you have made considerable* adyances .ijx due/* 
pline : you will improve ; it will soon become easy, fa- 
miliar and agreeable. Subordination is the soul of 
discipline 5 order, safety, and. victory j^re iU results. 
H6nor <jan8i«t9^ in> an. honorable, dtacharge of duty, what- 
ever \nffif be: tke t-ank. ■ Respect eachpitiicr accprdicgto 
your stationsl.- Officetis^he- tq ypur-men -^h jparent^ tf>: 
children : t^n, regardpyour officers ^» fatliws. Yi^N 
i^iil 0o«(nmarcb. fVyy/ifttr^iflrill always ;be with: yo;**, 
The prayers of all g^i ciiizei^s wijl altend y^nivV ^ • 
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He thanked them in the name of the IVesident of the 
United States, and informed them that the second armj^ 
Wii3 organieirig, and would follow if necessaiyw 

General Hull followed.— «< The manner in which 
governor Meigs has delivered over to my command, tki»» 
j^art of the army, has excited ^ensati^ns which ietrongly 
fed^ but which itisdiincult for me to express ;-»His. 
great exertions, and the talents he has displayed in' as« 
semUing, diadpliningy'and preparing in every, respect, 
for actual service, so respectable a military force, are 
known "to yon, And wiU be fitUy -known to his c^ntry ; 
tfiis' knowledge of hiftcoonhy will be his highest eulogi- 
urn. Long -may he live, and long may he ad^ra )usie)c« 
vated station; 

<* The crisiahae now arrived, when our oouniry luiS: 
deemed it necessary to call into the field her patriotic 
sons. The spirit which has been manifested on this oc- 
casion, is higldy honorable to the officers and sddiers^ 
^vho compose this army,and*the slectionof the union to 
which you belong. You hafve -Exhibited, to Ifec elder 
part of Ae country^ an exanq^le worthy of- iniitatioii; 
Citizens', distinguisfa^ for talents and wttali£h,lunre made 
a voIuntJBiry tenderbf their s^rvicesytedefend tbe viola* 
ted rights of the nation. Suc^ men are entitied to ^ua- 
fair inheritance, which was purchased by the valor and. 
blood of Ch^ir ikthers^ ' A country wiA aufili; a^ defences 
has nothihg't^ fear. In anJF possihler eidge&ce^ it J9 /en- 
vironed with tk' b«[lwaHt hi fadfdj. Te offioe^sand eel* 
diers who haVeeligaged in Hie {mbMe ;S^rvice wijth m^ 
llonorable and pitriotic motives, it ia unnecesnafy; ixk 
vrgit the importance of regularity and ^ekpRn^.ot tile 
necesaitjr of subordinatioti and <^dience to oarderSk 
ne same sgoit which induced jou^^i^uUTii^ \» w^^M^t 
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in the service of your countrv? ^ill animate you in the 
disckarge of your duties. With patience you will sub- 
mit to the priTationB and fatigues of a military life, and. 
if 70Q should be called to meet danger in the field, you 
will manifest tlie sincerity of your engagements by the 
firmnesB* and bravery of your conduct. In maixhing 
through a* wilderness, memorable for savage barbarity^ 
yuu will remember. die causes by which that barbarity, 
has been excited. In viewing the ground stained withi 
the blood of your fellow citizens, it will be impossible to 
suppress the feelings of indignation. Passing by the ru* 
ins^u fortress^ erected in our teiTitory by a foreign 
nation in times of profound peace^aml for the express 
purpose of excitingtlie savages lo hostility, and supply* 
ingthem with the means of conducting -a barbarous, war^ 
must-remind yeu of that 8y9tein of o]^re88io|i and inju9« 
tiee^ which that nation has continually practiced ; aiwl 
wbichtitespirit of an indignant peofde can- no longer cot 
dure. If it is: impossible that time should obliteriit&tl9 
remembrance of past transactions, what will b^jUie imr 
preisjuBSontfae present occasion P The wrpn|;9 of the 
same ntttio^n' hasre been.coutiiiu^jiy.acpun^ulatiiib^ aD4 
h^ve at length compelled our country to put on the aiiuor 
ofs^ety,a9d1)e prepared toarepge the InjuiiesM'hich 
have been infUct^dft 

<( Ip jk fi^w d&ys yo)i will be:jpined hy a h^y^ef tropp^ 
of the U. S. army. Among tlicm, you will have .tfa^pjear 
sure of seeing the fourth- re^mentt^ infa»try,'the gal- 
lant heroes of 'r!ppecan<)e. They \i^iil acthy ycijir sides^ 
in your approaching; canpipajgn, ^b4 while they will be 
aBdntioostofoaintainya^d ifipptisibley tAr increaifse the 
l^ory they have^ already ac^ired,yourrceiidact will h% 

96mul4ted1)/.the apleixdor of tiidjr,e«Lf«^^y«^*^ 
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be inspired with ambition to acquire laufela, at least as 
brilliant as tliosetliey.desenedlj wear. Thatharuiony 
and friendship may pervade this army, and. tbat glory 
and fame may attend it in its movements, arc wishes in 
which I am confident,. you will all heartily join." . ■ 

At the close of the General's addressi the troops un- 
covered and gave six cheers, as testimonials of respect 
for tlicir beloved chief ma<;istrate and their new com- 
mander,* 

Every thingbein^ in readiness for the departure of the 
troops, they took their line of march on the 1st of June^ 
Arrived at Staunton, a small town on the east bank of 
the Miami, they remained stationary until, the 6th. 

At tiie departure of tlie army from Dayton,.it was sup- 
posedthatihe river Miami, was navigablf^, and that a 
considerable part of the . baggage could be conveyed ia 
boatsto fort Loramie, but on learning tlie impracticabil- 
ity of sending tlie baggage by water the General gave or- 
ders to the troops to march to Urbana^ where they ar- 
rived on the 7th. • 

On the 8th a council was held by XSeneral Hull, and 

Governor Meigs, with twelve Indian Chiefst who had 

■ . ( ' ' • • 
* The appearance of General flull w:as venerable 
and prepossessing. BeneaUi snowy Jocks of 00 winters 
bleaching, he exhibited a countenance as fresh ^and bloom- 
ing as a'youth of 18. His eloquence, is perspicuous and 
graceful.' -' i' ■v." .^.,.-. . . f 

t The iianies of these cbiefft wcvtjb T%-1i«, Sl/anato, Scu, 

. -B >■ • 1 -r^ t * p /• iV - ■ Air I . J." 



^oeg tribe ; Ma-thaUn«, t>fth^ Mingo tiibe.i' Several of 
these chiiefe were attached iif General H^rrisou's armj^ 
and werf^.TMv the bfMtflc qf^^^- Tbamq?- j7>rhe,,in Yi\^ 
sjieech to UoYfirnor'5Ieig3,'obscryeai " The ey€ dftKc 
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come in for th^t purpose. It was agreed to renew the 
treaty of Greenville. After smoking tiie calumet of 
peace, both parties called on the Griat Spirit to witness 
the sincerity of their profe0»ons. The Indians appeared 
honest in their declarations, and readily gave permis- 
sioxi to General Hull, to march his army through their 
territory, and establish as many garrisons as he might 
deem necessary for his protection. They agreed. to- 
furnish the army all the assistance in their power, and 
and to apprise the General of the movements of hostile 
Indians, should they meditate an attack. 

The 4th regiment which had so gloriously distinguish* ■ 
ed itbelfai Tippecanoe arrived on tlie 10th, within & 
few tiiiles of the encampment. Arrangements were- 
made to receive them in a becoming manner. A trium- 
phal arch was erected, adorned with an eagle, and the 
words " Tippecanoe^^lory 5" the regiments of Cols.. 
M'Arthur and Cass, mai ched to a prairie, about a mile 
from town, for the purpose of escorting them in* The 
Ohio troops having formed a line, tlie veteran heroes 
emerged from a wood at a short.distance, and ^)peared 
in front of the line, witli Col. Miller at their head. The 
customary salutations being exchanged, they were con- 
ducted through the triumphal arch into camp. The 
commanding general deemed tlie occasion of sufficient 
iiaportance to require the issuing of a general order con*- 
ceived in the following words : 

<* The General congratulates tlie anny on the an*ival. 
bfthe fourth United States regiment.. The first arBiy 

• 

Great Spirit is not only on all our actions, hut sees 
our hearts. He placed us here as brothers, and as we 
lieve, requires that we live together as brothers ought 
to do." 



M' tfISTORt^0« 

of Ohio' will feel a piridc 4H beitig^^assoeiated witii fl reg^- 
meBt so'dbtiRguiabed^or its valor an4 discipline. The 
Qeaeral isparsuaded Utert w^l be norther contentioB-. 
Id- this i anaj^ban, which dvall most excel in di8cipliAe> 
axid ^vaTeiy. Whatever the raidc of the regimenty 0Fi9^ 
wto^ver-d^seription it belongs^ it- will in: realitj^ be- 
the-firatreg^meDtinthe amijtf The^patriots of'Ohiej^ 
jfelding to none in' spirit* and patrtotiam, will ''net 'Uck 
wttHngte*yield to any-in-difciplhie attd'val<»r."' 

Chrthe llthr of- June Ool. M'Arthur^- reginient - was* 
detached to open a road ae far -asihe Scioto riven Hav« 
ingpti$8ed Mtumerj^B BloelAoiise and SokmonH iown, 
aisnaU Inifian village^ near- tiie bettndarjr line, the -de* 
tachment conimeHced its- lafaflMra througl^an extensive 
region* of excellent level land* 

Having'gained the river, thej commenced building^ 
two block houses, on the south side of the Scioto, eack 
dO by £4 feet, connected bya strei^' stockade. 'Fhia 
post wa» called Fort M* Arthur. 

Oirthe evening of the 19th, Gen. Hdll arrived witlf 
&e residue of tbe arm j^ and' encamped on the north' 
side of the river, and'onthfe Slstj Col. Finley's rc^- 
nent was detached for the purpose of cutting the road* 
tor Blancha]^d's fork of the Au^aize. 

Oir the next'moming moved forward; with the excep- 
tien^ofpart of' Capt Dill's company, which wa8left'*at' 
Fort M' Arthur, for the double purpose of protecting the 
sick, and defendipg tiie fort, in case of attack* 

The following Was the formation of the army as 

announced in a general order. The4th U. S. re^men4L 

on . tb« n^iit, GoL BfW9tfa^r?8 oft tbi»» l^t ; C.oL Finlejrv 

on the left of the^4th^ andCoi. Cass on the^rig^t>6f.C4oL 

Jliirtbur; the cavalry on the ri^t of the whole.- iSr 
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i»ft?clung9 the riflemen of the respective regimentB form- 
ed the flank guards/ and on the days the army marchedy 
they were excluded from other duty. 

• Frcrm fort M'Arthur to the rapids of Ifiami, is 150 
miles ; tiie ro^te of the army was through a thick and 
•almost trackless forest ; through a country where ma^ 
merous creeks-and rivers have their ori^n. The soil 
of the-l^id was ri^h «nd moist. As the|:e were a great 
many 'baggage waggons attached to the army, it became 
necessary tp ppien a road the whole distance. Tlie 
weather was rainy, and man and horse had to travel 
midleg deep in mud ; frequently the van had to halt 
for the rear, which was as .often detained in its march 
in relieving waggons and horses from the mire. Twelve 
miles from the Scioto^ the army encamped on a swam- 
py piece of grouQd, inhere the mud was ancle deep in 
the tents. Here ^ block house was erected and appro? 
.priately named << Fort Necessity."* At this place, the 
General received dispatches from Mr. Atwater, the act* 
iDg governor of the Michigan territory.! 

• We will here mention a fact qf little importance in 
itself, indeed, if it did not serve to evince the want of 
decision in the coipmander in chief. In consequence 
6f the ba^age waggons not being able to keep pace with 
'the army^ every mai^ in camp, cjapable of maicing a pack 
saidUj was dletailed for the purpose ; the General hay« 
jiig ordered the baggase to be conveyed on pack horses ; 
lifter a: su£Scient number was made, the order M as re« 
acinded ^ and the waggons prOceeded'as usual. 

t Shortly after the General's arrival at Dayton, he 
.lent. Robert Lucas, and WiUmm Denny to Detroit, with 
jilisDatchesfor Mr. Atwater. ■ Gep. Liicas gave the Gen^ 
era! a very unfavorable account of the state of aflajirs.]si 
tiwierr^tofy. He was ptofleirt-^t several ooi^ncikhelid 
by Mr. Atv4ter^ with the CKefs of t\\fi my%w\^V^X>>.\ft<^ 
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The army c<Hisumed three days in marching from 
Fort Necessity to Fort Findley,which stands on a hand- 
fiome eminence on the west side of Blanchard's fork, 

-On the 36tk of June, the day previous to the army^g 
leaving this place, CoK Dunlap arrived express from 
Chil4ieothe, ^vith dispatches from the secretary of war 
kit General- Hull, which although confidential, were be- 
lieved by the troops,to contain official intelligence of the 
declaration of War, as the General prdered all the Ijeavy 
camp equip page to be left at Fort Findley. Tbe balance 
of Capt. Dillls company were stationed in the fort. Col. 
Cass' regiment were detached to open t!i« road' from 
thence to ^he Miami ^apid«. 

31^'av and Chippewa tribes, who expressed their intention 
to 6c friendly, except Walk-in'the-wnter^ of the Wyan- 
ilot nation, who declared that the American government 
'was improperly interfering 1>t sending an army into tltc 
country wtiieh would stop their communications with 
■|U;»nada, aii/il o1)served that the Indians were their own 
masters, and would go where they pleased. Gen. Lucas 
from his opportunities, obser%'ation and intelligence Mas 
enabled to communicate much valuable information. It 
appeared evident that the British had convened large 
bodies of Indians at Maiden, M'ho were -supplied with 
arms and ammunition, and were ready to stiike on our 
frontiers at the signal of tlie British. Foi-t Detroit, he 
represented as by no means prepared for defence^ and 
.that the American citizens- were much plcaseil *that, an 
'army was approaching for their protection. Jl<^ aster- 
tained Maiden to be in a'd.efenceless situatii^n^ Geii. 
I^ucas resides in Scieto county, Ohio— his conduct 'dur- 
ing the whole campaign was such as to entrtle hjm to the 
highest credit. In the langda^ of a c6rrest)ondei|t, 
*^ As a-spy he was prudent and brave; (is- a soldier, he 
• has no superior-^o a^ correct knowledge of mil itAi^ tar*- 
y/W^'ietinites' those i>rfnc<i:Aes^ of coitfett polict^ which 
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. The 30th was ajoyoug day, the army suddenly emcrg- 
fed fr9m a ^oomy wilderness of 150 miles extent, im« 
pervious almost to the cheering rays of the 8un,unmark* 
icd by a solitary tr^ce of the hand of civilization, to a 
full view of the hroad Miami and its Elysian banks. 
Never was the pp?ver of con^ast more sensibly felt; in 
their rear stood a boundless forest, tlie^ abode pf fright* 
ful beasts of prey and unrelenting savagesr-t-bef^re them 
was presented to their ravished senses a scene, at once 
gay and magnificent beyond description. Under their 
eyes rolled a beautiful river $,on its opposite maigin rose 
ia. smiling village ;.to the right iind the left as far as tlie 
eye .could reach, were seen enamelled meaJ^ws clad in 
the rich luxuriance pf a summer's di^s, 

A beam of joy animated every countenance, the con- 
templation of the beauties of the sccne^ave fresh energy 
to. the almost exhausted spirits of the men, and repaid 
them for the fatigues i>f a long and dreary march. The 
day was spent in fishing, washing &nd\ in the usual re* 
laxation of military life. At tliis place.a ^mall Schooner 
was engaged to carry ^ quantity oft baggage belonging to 
the army, to Detroit. About $0 ofiicers and privates 
were put on board, to whose protection it was intrusted. 
Complete muster rolls of every company in the brigade, 
were made out, deposited ip the trunk, and put on board 
the schooner. It is even said that the Generic's tninV, 
containing his instructions, ^ndiacopy o£ the act declar* 
ing war against G. Britain, was ijwoput onboard the vifes- 
sel. Fatal error ! The British being apprised of the ex- 
istence of war, captured the schooner and made pris.on- 
ers of the passengerji and crew.* ' 

♦ An open boat contiauing the sjck attached to the ar- 
nnwaccompanied the schooner and shared the same^iate. 

» 
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Ilfcut Robert Daridfscm, and twe>ity-fiT^e mitt, 6f Col. 
Cass' regiment, were left at tbe i^pidg for {he ]^'urpd8e 

ot building a block houscf—thcartny continued itsmfircH 
tbrough a beautiful country inter^6)rsed' With French 
settlemefits; At the rrver La Loutre, a piarty 6f tweYi ty 
five Inditms of the Ottaway tribe iaflie in with a white 
flag. ' Like those at Uilan^, thi^y professed friendsh^ 
Itnd fiditited pfsrmission to ihatch. with the troops. 

On the evening of the 2d of Jaly, the Colonels of each 
regiment, cbmmiinicated to their men the intelligence 
that the Crencral had received official information of the 
declaration' of war algaiiisi Great Britain ; mey at the 
same time urged the necessity of * Strict subordination, 
and distributed iimpng th^ trbops the rlBquisite supply 
of cartridges. 

On the morning of <he 4th the utmy reached Huron 
river, dl miles from Detroit, and '6 from Maiden. 
From reports which the General had h^ard,' he was in? 
duced to expect an attack from tlie Indians, at thi^ 
place. The day waf'spjfcnt in various Cferemonials of 
military parade.' The line of battle was formed immc- 
uiately on the arriv|al of the "troops, while the pioneers 
were engaged in throwing a bridge over the river, not 
more th'an' 12 yards wide and fordable in many places ; 
t)ie. men were under arms th|B whole day ; during the 
night half of ^ t^J^ops wepp on; guard.* These prur 
tUntial measures remind one of tlic maxims of the 
Great Frederijck.fH' SuperfinQUf'vrecgvtiQn'^ is prefer- 
able to neglects* ' 

I • ■ 

* The General's plan of encampment at. nighty on 
the march from Urbana to Detroit, was. a hollow square, 
defended generatly by a temporary breastwork qf 
f^Ikd <fees. • • ' 
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On the $fh^ thi JSucmj marched at an early hour and 
encamped ■a.t, spring Welj^Sj^ thi-ee miles below DetiToit, 
in ttic evening. The next day he issued the follow inp; 
general ordleir :>' i)- 

- <<*Bngadkir general Hnll presents hid thatHiS, ; and 
he,like\^85 coi^svi^rs it hW duty to present the thar)k» 
iof the coiintry^ i^ the officers and soldiers of this army, 
for the firm and persevering spirit tliey have mani- 
fested in their march from Vincennes, and the Ohio 
river, to this place ; the obstructions of nature have 
been removed by their persevering industry, and their 
inarch has been almost as rapid, as if those obstructions 
had not existed. They have proved by their conduct 
the sincerity of their engagements. 

*< 'fhe con^manding officer of the militia of this ter- 
ritory, will make a return to the brigade major of the 
volunteers, of all the militia now in service, distin* 
guishing the different descriptions. 

" The garrisons of Detroit, Micbiliraackinac, Chi- 
cago and Fort Wayne, being placed by the president 
of the United States, under the command of brigadier 
general Hull, the commanding officers of those gar- 
risons are informed, that congress has declared war 
against Great Britain, and they will immediately 
place their garrisons in the best possible state of de- 
fence, and make a return to brigade major Jessup, at 
Detroit, of the quantity of provisions the contractor 
has on hand at their respective posts, the number of 
officers and men, ordnance and military stores of every 
kind, and the public property of all kinds. The 
springs of water near this encampment will be dug 
out in a manner best to supply the army, and vaults 
will be sunk umlcr tlie direction of the quarter master 
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GeneraL The armorers under Capt. Thdrp iiill attenil 
solely for the present, to repairing the arms." 

NoTB. — Having followed Gen- Hull to Betroit, we^ 
ihall now leave him encamped at the Spring Wells^ 
until we .ff^t the reader a geogi'Ajfhical view of the 
JMlchigan Territory, and such parts of Upper Canadi^, 
as were the scenes .of the General'sinilitary dperationsr 
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A Fiew af the Michigan Territory^ ^c. 

• • • 1 ■ 

A HIS territory is bounded south by the state of 
Chip arid the Indiana Territory, from >vbich it is sepa- 
rated by a line drawn "^dtle east froni the soutli, westerly 
bend of Lak^ Mictiigan^* until it intersects Lalie Eric, 

or Detroit river.* W^st by a line drawn from the said 

• • ~ ■ * • • •' ■ • . .... 

south westerly bend through the middle of Lake Mich- 
igan to its most northern extremity,! which separates it 
from the llliribis territory, frbfii 'thence due north t<> 




ry's river, Lake Huron, St. Clair Hver and lake, and 

Detroit river. ' ** * ' ' "* ' 

. ■ . ■ ■ .. . ' r 

* This liue'has never been run ; ii'is Aetefiore im- 
certain :Where it would i|i^ersect l4ike.£ne« A min- 
ute, of an pbservation takpn.b^, 9. British g^ntieman, 
miakes the latitude of the isoutherp extreipity of Lake 
Michigan- a degree and ahaff «outh'of Deti-oTt. ' This 
wouM carry the line entii^y sbuth of Lake- Krie. 
Many oral communications represent the southdm ex- 
trenutj^ of lake Miphigsm as nearly, west of Detroit. ,Be- 
foife the war the American gov^irnmcnt had takisn meas- 
ured to remove this ambigmt;^, bilt wefe pteVent^fl hy 
the hostile demonstrations of the Ifidiah^reskMni?£^' the 
couiitrj through which the / h»midary:pas9CS4/ DuHng 
this uj^certainty, the mouth of tl^e^ >l4Mi}i*o£-thQ-Iake 
has been assumed as the lix>c. 

t It is uncertain whe.ther tlie horth^riL eXit^eipity of 
Lake Michigan is in Green B^y,^or at the iiif emeidiatc 
lioint between Greeti Bay aitd tfi^^feiiraittyt-^ffcliiKtriick-. 
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The greatest length of the territory from south east 
to north west is 500 miles ; from north east to south 
west west is given at SOO. The number of square 
miles, both of land and water, is estimated at 150,000. 
It includes two peninsulas of unequal size. The largest 
is formed by tlic waters o( the rivers St. Joseph and 
Miami-of-the-lakes, lake Erie, Detroit river, St. Clair 
lake and riyer, and lake3 Huron and Michigan, and 
contains nearly the whole population, which, according 
to the last census, was 4,762, of which 1000 are of the 
military agq. , - -* ... 

Numerous ^treand and rivers water this part of the 
territory. Those that fall into lake Erie, are, the 
.Miami. L^.Loutre, Aux Basins, Aux Rodiers, Sables, 
^yan.Cr.eQki (Hui^pXij inta Detroi^^river ruii^ the .Aux 
£i;:orce^ and Bouge rivera^ into the strait S^Clair^ 
runs the river Huron* 

The channel between lakes St. Clair and Huron, is 
twenty ..five miles- in length ; and presents on either 
side a scene/ Ao*l^s fertile .^a^ pleasing. It ^uns al- 
most jijk strisight cKr^tibV/lined by lofty fei*est trees, 
. interspersed with eileg^intand extensive, meadows, aiid 
«^added with islands, some of which: are of cpnaideiSL- 

Me'shie; '* ' 

On th^ south side of lake Huron jis the bay of Sji- 

gia^na, whose mouth js f^ij^{een miles in width,, whoke 
, length. is forty five miles, -and into wl(ich.two coi^sider- 

able irlvfrs empty themselves. The principal / one 
"eomes Iromlihe south, on the' banks of which the Otta- 

ways have a village; arid the soil in said to be ex- 

iv^tiAti fertile. ' Six miles above the bay two respectable 
. iiviyrs- prese^it tbeixjisi^ves 5 bet\vfeen these and ,the 

/dorth west angle of the penihsula empty into the Mlo 
& i2!u:iber of ItLT^e streams. 

V 
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The Httait between lakes: Huron and Michigai^^ is 
fJ'teen ^iles in lengthy &nd is subject to a flux and re- 
flux. The cun-ent flows with ^eat rapidity. 

A great number of rivers -and rivulets, which have 
their sources in the interior of the peninsula, fall into 
lake Michigan. The principal of these arc Morquette, 
St. ^Hcholas, Grrande river - (whose source is near the 
oay of Sagiana) Raisin, Barbue, Maramj, Le Noir, 
(or Black river) and the river St. Joseph, which is the 
most considerable of the whole, and which, through its 
various sinuosities, may be ascended near a hundred 
and fif^y miles. At sixty miles from its mouth, the 
French had a fort and mission. At the distancie of 
nine or ten miles from the St. Joi^eph are. found the 
sources of the Th'eakiki, navigable for ' canoes, and 
which falls into the Illenois. 

From the mouth of the river Miami to the outlet of 
lake Huron^ at short intlsrvaU, the country is settled on 
a continued line,wthout iny* settlements in the rear, if 
we except th^se en the Aui Raisins, Rbdge atid Huron. 
The length and harrowiieias of theiin'e of Settlements 
exposes the Inhabitants in a' peculiar nianner tb the 
inroads of tlie savages, and to be cut off in 'detail. 
Nothing could have preserved them but the predilec- 
tion of the Indians for the French charajcter. 

TTHe soil of the great peninsula is in most places of 
an excellent quality.' , The settled parts produce ^he 
crops; the land on flie margin of lake Micluganis 
light and sandy ; a few miles from the Take it is known 
to be rich. At Detroit, and along the river lead lake 
St. Clair, the land rises gradually from the water,- ito 
the distance of a quarter ^f a mil*, generally, ted then 
receded until t^ie country becomes lo^V'and levit,- afed 
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continues so for four or five miles, when it rises by 
■degrees and acquires suficient dryness for the various 
purposes of cultivation. The road from the Rapids of 
Miami to I)etrohy and from thence to the river Huron, 
passes for the most part over dry land, and through 
iiHiinerous groves of. lofty timber. All accounts from 
. tlie interior concur in representing it as a fine country 
well adapted to inland navigation. 

<• The country in every direction is beautiful, present- 
ing a most sublime prospect. There are no hills to be 
• s^een : a cUampaign country, the greater part prairie^ 
affording inexhaustible, grazing, and presenting the 
mp^t delightful natural fOieadows, and the grass cured 
. would l>e almost equal to pur hay ^ there are also vast 
forests of valuable timber> and the soil exceedingly rich. 
The rivers have their sources from swamps, and some- 
' times from delightful inland lakes. It is not unfrequent 
to see two opposite streams supplied by tlie same water 
or lake^'one running into the waters of the Mississippi, 
the other into the northern lakes. Neither China nor 
Hojl^d evep had such natural advantages forj/ikud 
water cgn^munications.';* . . ' 
, The Indians are yet tl\e legitimate possessors of 
nine tenths ^f the soil of the territory, and are far 
more numerous than the white inhabitants. Tliere are 
villages on ihe rivers Aui Rajsins, Rouge arid Huron, 
and at Maguago an4 Brownstown, all the vicinity of 
fhewjiii^. settlements 5 but a far greater part inhabit 
tSe 'rivers that fall into the Sagaina bay and lake Michi- 

* TRs'jjara^i'iph iafirfthe words of an intelligent cor- 

- ir^spendent^ who was attached to Col. R. M. JoUnson's 

- re^mant in.ii^excarsionfroTigi Fort Wayne ta iiw banks 
. ftf tke.fei. Jo^ephs.otilake MicHitfau, in tue.spring ^'f 1813. 
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gSOi. They consist of Wyandote^ Ottawaya and Pottc- 
wattemies. 

The lesser peninsula separated lake Michfg|an fr6m 
lake Superior. It is a tongue of land about 90 miles 
in lengtli, and 36 in breadth. The sterility of its soil 
renders it of very little imp6i*tance, other than in si 
military point of view. At tiie entrance of lakc'Michi- 
gan, and about twenty miles to the west of Fort Mich- 
ilimackinac, is the village of L\\Tbre Croche, inhab' 
ited by a band of Ottawas, boasting of 250 fighting men. 
Here is settled a French missionary priest, %vho' resides 
on a farm. They are considerably civilized, and raise 
oorn for the market of Michimacklnac. 

In addition to the two peninsula's already mentioned) 
are numerous islands, constituent parts of the tenitory, 
and situated in the straits and in the lake. The most 
important of these is Michilimackinac, situated at th« 
north west angle of lake Huron, towards the entrance 
of the channel, which forms the communication with 
lake Michigan, in about 46 degrees of north latitude. 
It is of a round form, irregularly elevated, and light 
sandy soil. The Fort* consists of four tvooden block* 

• In 1762, the Saakie and Chippcway Indians sur- 
prised the British garrison, and massacred nearly every 
sotQ. The success and ingenuity of the stratagem ren* 
dera it interesting to military readevs. These Indians 
have a game they call hag'^at-iway ; it is played with 
a bat aflid ball. The bat is about four feet in length, 
curved and terminating in a kind of racket. 'fjw«) 
posts are planted in the ground at the distance of haff 
a mile or more. Each party has its post, and the ^ame 
consists in throwing the ball up to tiie post of the ad* 
; versary. The ball, at the beginning, is placed, iu -the 
J middle of the course, and each party endeavors to cU^ 
• vert- the ball from its own post, an&t.^ \!ax^^ \?v\siV\ 
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houftes forming the angles, the spacca between them 
being filled up with cedar pickets— 4t hab an area of 
two acres. T^ere are heights within cannon shot dis- 
tance that overlook the fort. Between the fort and 
the water are several stores and abont 30 dwelling 
houses. The houses are neat in their appeai-ance^ and 
tolerably commodious ; there is a. church in which mass 
is said^ While in poss^ssidn of the British, tlie plac^ 
was the general rendezvous of the noi-th west 'traders 
and the Indians they sUppUed. Hftrc the out fits were 
pr;epared for the countries of lake Micliigan and tiid 
Misiisippi, lake Superior and the nmrth west y and here 
the return of furs were collected ; and embarked for 
|lontreal< It is still a place of great resort. 

that of its adversaries* The game is attended witfa 
thuch violence and noise. These two nations fixed oh 
a day to display their skill at hag-gat-lway^ find for a 
high wager, in the midst of the play, and at a time 
when a great part of the ^atrison had been drawn to the 
scene from motives of curiosity, the ball was designedly 
but artfully driven within the pickets of the fort. 
This was the signal for the work of death, llie gieat- 
er part rushed into the fort, all struggling and shouting 
as though in pursuit of the ball, and inbtautly com- 
menced Killing the whites, whose numbers were about 
100. An.Bnglish trader concealed in the hpuse of:9ne 
of the French inhabitants, beheld the massacf-e, from aa 
aperture which aflforded him a view of the ajfea of the 
fort, lie describes it as follows : '^ I beheld, ija shapes 
the foulest and most terrible, the ferocious tiaumphs of 
barbarian conquerors. Tbe dead were scalped and 
mangled ; the oying were writhing and shrieking under 
the msatiated knife s^nd tomahawk, and from tlic 
bodies of some, ripped open, their butchers wei'e 
drinking the blood, scooped up in the hollows of joined 
hands> and qu&fTed amid shouts of rage and victory*" - 
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Detroit is the chief town of the territory 5 it is situa* 
ted on the right hank of the strait, nine mHes helow 
^e St. Clair, iind eighteen aboYje'BrownstowJi. The 
town #ontains about two hu^rt^ houses, which are 
inhabited by upwards of twelve ^ousand inhabita,nts« 
The suburbs extend up the river as far as lake St. Clair, 
and down as far as the river Rouge, exhibiting a pleas- 
ant and populous street of 14 miles extent. The prin-r 
cipal street runs parallel with the river, and upon a 
bank >of from £0 to. SO feet above the surface of the 
water. There are several elegant stone and brick 
buildings, though the houses are for the most part of 
wood.* To every l)iouse th^re is a garden attached. 
The CGtrma ^le onjiy twenty rods "wide on |;he river, an4 
e^end bafck upwards of a hAle^ 

No> country in ](he x^prld affords a richer iield' for 
^wUng and fishing. The forests ar^ plentifully supr 
plied with various kinds of game.. 

The fort standi on a handsome jeminenc^ of mode- 
rajte height, about SOO yards in the rear of the towi^. 
The fortifications consisted (at the (iitie Gen. Hull's 
iinny arrived at Detroit)* of a fort of well constructed 
ramparti pi earth, 'surrounded by fi ditch, defended by 
a double r6w of pickets-^etween this and the town, is 
a stockade enclosing about two acres qf ground. The 
;Lrea of tlie fort is about an acre and a half. There are 
extensive commons in the rear of the fort, skirted by 
boundless ai^d* almost impenetrable woods, Mluch aflKird 
an tfasy and jsafe retreat to a savage foe. ' *. 

" ' ■ . ■ • ■ 

* The works of the fort have since been greatly im-' 

pijyved. It is now called Fort Shelby. ' 

-.5 '■ 
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Sketches of that part of Upper Canada^ which 
was the scene of Gen. Hull's military, ope- 
. rations*. 

• xjLT the north west corner of lake Erie, comes in 

Detroit river, a broad de^p stream, of sufficient water 

At all seasons to float a 20 gUn brig. Immediatelj at 

the mouth of this river is situated the village of Am- 

herstburgh, and a ;few. rods above stands the fort of 

Maiden. The village is pleasantly, situated od the 

piargin.of an :in(unense plain-r-the lake and river in full 

view. It contains about : 150. houses, partly framed 

andrpartly of hewn logs. .It is no doubt destined to 

become a place of wealth and importance.* There tn 

not, perhaps, a place on the great lakes, that* possesses 

greater conveniences for shipbuilding. The descent of 

the ^ shore is in a proper angle for launching ;* the water 

i^deep ; the harbor secure, an4 timber can be floated 

to .the spOjt iji.any quantity, aiiid at a short distance. 

Opposite ih^jpla^^ at the distance of ^00 yards, lies 

the Island of Boi9 Blanc^ on which is a battery and 

flag staff. TT Jiis island, of right belongs to the United 

States, as tlie ship qhannel is between this and the town. 

■ • " . • ■ ' ■ 

* In ^< Cavipaigns of tJie JV. TF. wjriny," publishejd Jbiy 
rthe:a»thor,' in March, 1B14, is found the following unr 
just descri[)tion of this village. "Its appearance is 
worthy of its character — ^as dark and as gloomy a$ 
Erebus." These words were penned in a moment of 
disgust, excited by the recollection of nasi sufferings, 
extortion and inliumanity of t|ie inhabitants, ^u4 
gloomy weatlier experienced at tlie pUce, 
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•TUe inhabitants are composed , of rent f^a do or loyal. 
Apierican.^ Canadian French, and a few Scotch. .Th€> 
greater part arc distinguished by a deep rooted hatred of 
the Americans. Several agents for the Indian depai't- 
ment reside liere. It is here that the Indians^ hostile to 
the United States^ receive their presents, their arms 5L^;id 
ainmiinitiony and manj of tlieir prejudices ^ it is here 
.that the scalping knife and tomahawk is openly subsidi- 
zed. It is here that the savage returning from liis murder- 
ous .excursions on our defenceless frontiers, is carressed 
and rewarded according to his success. Many of the 
inhabitants disguised with paint,and the habiliments of 
Indian costume, fought at the battles with Harmer, St. 
Clair and Wayne. This lo^g and familiar intercoui*se 
with .the savages, has not l>een without its moral effect. 
"White men have acquired the ferocity of their tawny 
associates. Thti softer sex has not escaped the influ- 
ence. It is a FACT, that tlie exhibitipn of human scalps, 
in the streets, in the.mpst terrific forms, by the Indians, 
frodttces no emotion of horror, even in tlie female 
bosom ! The spectacle has become so familial* to the eye, 
that it has lost the interest of novelty, and is viewed 
ivitli as much indifference as we behold the ordinary ob- 
jects of nature. 

The whole Peninsula of upper Canada, is a champaign 
country» The lake coast is settled to point au Pelic, 
60 miles east of Maiden. TJ>i9 point forms a considera- 
ble projection into the lake^ and is the most southerly 
Bpot of all ^ the Biitish teradtories on the r^ntineut of 
North America* Between this point and Maiden, thcj 
river dux Cedres runs into lake Krie. The Indian 
\illagcs of Brownsiowu and Miiguairo. oxu aciirlv oppo- 
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Bite Maiden. The country in the rear of the tott is 8et-> 
tied to the distance of 20 niiles. The^^trait, or river 
above the fort, is divided into two channels hy Graze 
Jblej ahout 5 miles long. About midwaj^ of this Island 
on the Canadi^ shore of the river, is a considerable In^^ 
dia^ village ; ^ miles from the town, in the direction <rf 
lake St. Clair comes in the river Jtttx Connards; a deep, 
muddy and sluggish stream, about 80 yards wide ; then 
commences the flourishing French settlement, called Le 
Petite Cote. Six miles from Aux Conni^rds, runs in 
Turkey river, an inconsiderable stream, but deep and 
muddy. It is 7 miles frrtm this to Sandwich, nearly op- 
j)08itc Detroit. The whole distance is through a rich, 
delightful and populqus settlement. This place has in-i 
creased in buildings and improvements very rapidly^ 
There is a jail and court house. Both aides of the 
straits exhibit a most cheering prospict In summer, 
peaches, apples, grapes and almtf^t every other spiE^ciea 
of fruit, are here produced In the greatest perfection and 
abundance. In the vicinity pf* Sandwich, a mission of 
the Hurons is established. Ten miles above Sandwich 
is found the lake St. ("lair, nearly in a circular form, 
30 miles in diameter, and 100 in circumference 5 of rcg- 
ulv depth, and about three fathoms water. Twenty 
miles from Sandwich, the Le Belle river runs into lake 
St. Clair from the east ; this is a small stream 50 yards 
wid? \ 15 miles farther in the direction of the mouth of 
fte Thames is seen the river Buskin, running westerly 
into lake St. Clair. The river la Franche or Thames 
d^seinbcgue? its waters on the southeast side of the lake. 
It is about the size of the Mohawk, Shenandoah, or Ken-. 
tacky ; its course a little south of east 5 its bank^ are 
49^Feiied£j'iiAtiira] meadows and tracts of wood lands^ 
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The river is navigable for small vessels to the forks 15 
ihiles from the lake. Here is the town of Chatham foun • 
ded by Gov. Simcoe. Twenty miles higher up is tlie 
Moravian Indian village. The distance from this to the 
head of lake Ontario is 140 miles. The road lo.a%os €.5 
river at the Indian village, and stiikes it aguin at DoIa> 
wai^i OS miles higher up , it theh crosses it and contir.'- 
ues through London, Oxford^ &c.-and crosses Grand 
River near the Mohawk villages. In UiC township of 
Delaware is a valuable pine forest belonging to the 
crown. A little below this on the left bank of the Thame.^ 
13 tlie Munscfe Indian village. The land in this part of 
the upper province is rich aiid admirably calculated for 
farms ;-on the river, rich bottoms ; then a gentle rise of 
beautifully timbered land, to which succeed openings 
t>*ell calculated for raising wheat. 

This part of t)ie country'is healthy, and fettle J prin- 
cipally by Americans, partial to the United Sta tcs. On 
the raai^in of the straits and lakes St. Clair and Erie, 
the most of the inhabitant!? are French, who, (ciicepting 
those resident in the vicinity and within tlie corn-pting 
influence of Mialden,) are unquestionably fiiendly to the 
United States. The country products great quantities 
of wheat beyond the consumption of tlie inhabitants. It 
waB thcj opinion of Gov. Simcoe, that the Peninsula 
formed by the lakes Ontario, Erie, St. Clair, Huron, 
Simcoe &c. would alone furnish a surplus sufficient for 
the wants of G. Uritain. The climate b about as mild sa 
that of ili^pjSltern counties of the State of New- York. 
Extensive and valuable tracts of land have been reserved 
bjf the British crown. 
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Invasion of Canada, 

* 

T 

IT will now be necessary to return to the head quar- 
ters of Gen. Hull, and resume the detail of 'militarj 
movements. Three mMes below Detroit, are the Spring 
wells or Belle Fontaine. The bank is here about 30 
feet high, and presents one of the finest pro«pects imag- 
inable. • It affords a full view of the (Tanadian shore for 
10 or 15 miles, 'fhe soilis dry 5 tlie water excellent. 
'" On the morning of the 6th of July, Gol. Casa was dis- 
patched with a flag of trucie to Maiden, commanded at 
Uiat time by Lieut. Col. St. George.* The object of 
his mission was to obtain a restitution of the baggage 
and prisoners taken by the Brittah in ^e scho<(ser dis- 
patched by the general, from tlie rapids of the Miami. 
In this'demand, he failed. He returned to camp accom- 
panied by Capt. Burbanks, of the British army.. If it 
were unwise to send the baggage of the army under the 
guns of the enemy's fort, exposing it to .inevitable cap* 
ture, it was worse than folly to demand its. restitution. 
' On the rth, live pieces of artillery were brought from 
Detroit and placed on the bank in front of the encamp* 
inent at Belle Fontaine, in a situation to annoy the 
enemy at Sandwich. On the same day'tfae general held 
a'council with the principal Chiefil of the Wyandot, 
Shawannoe, Seneca,. Potto wattomie a|p||af<|toway na- 
tions. They promised to adhere to the itoited States! . 

* It is not according to the rules of military etiquette 
to make a superior officer the bearer of a flag of truce^ 
io one ofififerior grade. 
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On the 8th, the encampment at Spring wells was 
abandoned and th^ army took . a position in the rear 
of Detroit. . Froni this time to the l£th, exertions 
were made to prepare for the intended invasion. The. 
arms were repaired, and a part of the ordnance mount- 
ed on carriages. Six hundred of the territorial militia 
raUied under Gen« Hull's standard. The most patriot-, 
ic exertions were, made by the colonels, majors and 
captains, generally to impress upou the. minds of the 
troops the necessity of strict obedience to orders. 

The attempt of invasion would have been made on tiie 
evening of the 10th, had not the unauthorised firing of 
some disorderly men kept the enemy on the alert.* 

The next evening Col. M' Arthur marched his regi- 
ment to the Spring wells, for the purpose of masking the 
intentions of the General. A few boats accompanied 
the detachnient ; the affected noise and bustle of this 
movement, had the desired effect. The BiStish- officers 
believing that the Americans were descending the riter 
for the purpose of attacking Maiden, drew all their for- 
ces towards that post. 

On the morning of the l£th, the army marched about 
a mile above &e town, opposite tiie lower end of Hog 

*Maj. Mun8on,of Col. Cass' regiment was shot through 
the body, by one of those useless dipcharges. Contrary 
to expectation, he recovered from his dangerous wound 
and was one of the witnesses that attended the trial of 
Gen. Hull at Albany. 

Too many accidents of this kind have occurred in our 
armies, in uie course of the war. The practice ot firiug 
in camp,, is not only a useless waste of ammunition, bat 
endangers the livesof the men; to tolerate it, argues a 
lax discipline. 

B2 
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Island.* The boats were in readiness, llie regiments 
of Cbloneld Miller and Cass embarked and in 15 ihinntes 
effected a landing without oppo^itiob. The renuunder 
of the troops, immediately followed and the Atterican 
standard Was unfurled amidst the acclattlations of the 
army and citizens of Detroit.t The troops encamped 
on the farm of Col. Bunbie, directly opposite Detroit.^ 
The fbllowing address to the inhabitant of Canada, 
was issued by the tienei^l, and distributed by his or- 
ders : 

Inkabitatds ca/* Canada ! 

After thirty years of peace and pro^rity, the United 
States hare been driven to al^ms. The injuries and 
aggressions^ the insults and indignities of Great Britain 
liave once more left them no alternative but manly r^- 
isistance or unconditional submission. The army under 
my. command has invaded your country ; the standaxd 
of the Union now waves over the territory of Canada. 
To the peaceable unoffending inhabitants^ it bringa 
neither danger nor difficulty. I come to find enemies^ 
not to make them. I come to protect, not to injure you. 

Separated by an imm^nsie ocean, and an extensive 
>vilderness from Great Britain, you have no participa- 
tion in her councils, no interest in her conduct. You 

* Called by the French Isle aux Cochons. 

t The General is said to have been among the la^t io 
f'mbark ; as his boat touched the Canadian shore, he was 
dcard to exclaim, ^^ '^t critical moment draws near .^^ 

I'he American camp presented the form of a hollow 
sq re. A breast work was thrown up at every sid*, 
€ ' ept that bounded by the river, which was defended 
by artillery ; it was inaccessible to an Indian attack, 
who never venture to expose themselves tO the reach of 
arti'JIej:j on aj2 open plain. 
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hare fe!t her tyrannr, you have seen lier injustice. 
But I do not ask you io avenge the one, or to redress 
the' other. The United Stntes are sufficiently powerful 
fo affbrd every security consistent with their nghts sind. 
your eipectations. I tender you the invaluable bles- 
sings of civil, political and reli^but liberty, and their 
necessary result, individual aiid general prosperity ; 
that liberty which gate decision to t)ur councils, and 
energy to our conduct in a struggle for Independence ; 
which conducted us safely and triumphantly througli 
tlie stormy period of the revolution 5 that liberty whith 
has raised us to an elevated rank among the nations of 
the world ; and which offered us a gi*eater measure of 
peace and security, of wealth and improvement, than 
ever fell to the lot of any people. In the name of my 
countiy, and the authoiity of government, I promise 
you protection to your persons, property and lights 5 
f einain at your homes 5 pur^xie your peacefal and cus- 
tomary avocations ; rialse not your hands against yjwr 
brethren. Many of your fatilfers fonght for the freedom 
and iudepi^ndence we now enjoy. Bering children there- 
fore of the same family with us, and heirs to the same 
berxtagey the arrival of an army of friends must be hailed 
by you with a cordial welcome. You will be emanctpat'* 
ed from tyranny and oppression, and restored to the 
dignified station of fi-eedom. Had I any doubt of event* 
ual success, I might ask your assistance, but I do not ; 
I come prepared for every contingency. I have a force 
which will look do\vn all opposition, and that force is but 
tbe vanguard of a much greater. If^ contrary to your 
owB inter estjand'fte just e^rpectation of my country, y«u 
tdfawuld tike part in Irbe aH>roaching contest, you mil b« 
coneldered as enemies^ and the horroiFB ifc^d calamities of 
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war will stalk before jou. If the barbarous ar d savage 
policy of Great Britain be pursued, and the sava^s are 
let loose io murder our citizens and butcher even womeu 
and children, this war will be a war of EXTsaMi- 
NATxoN. The &*st stroke of the tomahawk $ the first 
attempt with the acalping knife, will be the signal of an 
indiscriminate scene of desolation. No white nan 
found fitting by the side of an Indian will be taken 
prisoner ; instant death will be his lot. If the dictates 
of reason, duiy, justice and humanity cannot prevent the. 
employment of a force which respects no rights, and 
knows no wrongs it will be prevented by a severe and 
relentless system of retaliation. I doubtnot your cour-' 
age and firmness; I will not doubt your attachment to^ 
liberty* If you tender your . services voluntarily, they 
will be accepted readily. The United States offer you 
peace, liberty and security. Your choice lies bet)veen 
these and war, slavery and destruction. Choose then,' 
but choose wisely ; and may he who knows the justice of 
our cause, and who holds in. his hand the fate of nationa 
guide you to a result the most compatible with your, 
ri^ts and intw^ests, your peace and happiness." 
, This proclamation was well calculated to inspire con* 
fidence and secure the friendship of the Canadians, 
such indeed was its influence, that the greater part of thq 
militia in the service of the crown, actually deserted and 
either retired to their homes or joined the American 
army. 

However, when our army first made Hs appearance 
on the Canada shore, the inhabitants were frightened 
and sou^t refuge in swamps and forests/rom ^n enemy 
whom they were taught to believe were more ciniel and 
rapacious dian aiivi^s*. Almost every house wa? aba|i<» 
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dbned for miles along the Canadian side of the strait. 
But on perceiving that the troops were not disposed 
to injure their persons or property, the greater part re- 
turned to their homes in foil confidence of protection^ 
and resumed their accustomed avocations. 

At this auspicious moment there appeared noconceiv-* 
able obstacleto aspeedy conquest of Maiden, at this time 
indefensible and but feebly garrisoned. The troops 
were in high spirits, anxious to be led against the ene« 
my. The Indians were awed into neutrality^ A great 
majority of the inhabitants were ready and willing to 
aid io their deliverance from the yoke of England* 
Never had a commanding General a more favorable 
field for exertion. The road to a rich harvest of glory 
and fame, was open and direct. Imperishable laurels 
imrj^ed its course. His means were ample ; nothing 
appeared capable of arresting his progress. Patriotic 
men throughout the union expected a quick and a deci- 
sive-blow. All were waiting with a torturing impatience 
for the ^^ G];.oRiov8 mbws" that the stars and stripeB 
waved over the ramparts of blood stained Maiden. 
Alas I what a cruel disappointment were they doomed 
to suffer 1 

. The day after the army landed in Canada, Capt. Henry 
Uln, marched with a small detachment of about 40 men^ 
towards Maiden. At Turkey river bridge, 7 miles be- 
low Sandwich, they found the bridge partly taken up 
and received satisfactory information that 200 Indians 
were in ambush, at a short distance. It was deemed 
prudent to return to camp, and report the circumstance 
to the general. 

On the 4th a considerable body of Indians were known 
to have passed up the river in the rear of the C9J\^« Q^\« 
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M'Arthiir was immediately ordered to march ill pursuit 
oftheroiwith 100 mea from his own re^ment, ariile 
corjM from Col. Fiudley^s and a small detachment froiii 
Capt Sloan^s company of cavalry, l^ey marched 
without provisions and without blankets. The detach- 
ment proceeded to Belle river, about twenty miles from 
Sandwich^ where ihe Colonel purchased.a beef and some 
ioor and whiskey for his men. At the mouth of the. 
nver Raisin^ they discovered the Indians ascending the 
liver iii canoes. The Colonel and the cavalry pursued 
Aem ; but as soon as our men came up witli tlicm, th^y 
took themselves to a thick woods^ after having received 
ftiit fire of the Colonel and his men. He took a number 
of horses which the Indians had left in tlieir camp. 

The party then continued tlieir march to the mouth of 
the Thames* and ascended this river as far as DalsonHi 
Mills. In descending the river, they loaded all the 
vraiter craft, with provisions, blankets and military &tore» 
which were sent down tlie lake (St. Clair) to head quar- 
ters. Tliey took a stand of colors and disarmed a num- 
ber <^ militia. Tlie pi-operty was all receipted by Coh 
M' Arthur. Thus, this small detachment penetrated 70 
miles into the most populous part of Upper Canada. 
They returned to camp on the evening of the irth 
July, t 

* Isaac Hull, brother to the General, resides at the 
mouth of this river. A corporal and six soldievs were 
fbund stationed at his house as a guard du corps. Col. 
M' Arthur disarmed them. 

t One of Col. M'Arthur's men gives the following pic- 
ture of the country through v hich they marched. 
^f-Probablf there is no part of up^er Ca.iiada^ more beau- 
J«^-^ or more prolific than t\iat WrAwwc^ qw ^^ vvs^\ 
/raucAe, aad thiit part of lake S\^ C\«ci^ \x«vT3.vi«i;A.^>j 
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Aboni thia time another small party were sent to 
Belle Donne for the purpose of securing several hundred 
Merino Sheep,* the property of the earl of Selkirk. 
These .sheep were driv-en to Detroit, where they fell in- 
to the hands of the British at the capitulation of Detroit.f 
, Desert6|^3 crowded in from Maiden. Several were 
known to return to the en^my after having fully inspect** 
ed the camp and ascertained the number of the- Ameri- 
can troops. 

On the l6th Col. Cass and Lieut Col. Miller marched 
with a detachment of 280 men to the bridge over the 
Aux Connards,tQ reconnoitre the enemy's advance post. 
They found them in possession of the bridge. Col. 
Cass left one company of riflemen to conceal them-^ 
selves . 2iear the bridge, with directions to commence 
firing on his appearance on the opposite side of tlie river, 
in order to divert their fittention and throw them into 
confusion. The remainder of the detachment then as-» 
cended the stream 5 miles to a ford, and from thence 
down fin the Maiden side, to the enemy, whon> he attack-; 
#d and drove from tiifiir position. This was the first 
time since tlie revpluttop that J^merhanwiliti^ bad ^ome 

adjacent. The fields of wheat and Indian com had a 
A^ost charming eftect. Vast quantities of wheat remaiii-i 
ed ungathered." 

* It is difficult to account for Gen. Hull's motive^ for 
maJcing war upon sheep I 

In 1813, when Gen« Harrison penetrated to tlie 
Tlmmes, these Sheep had been renlaced upon tlie Earl's 
farm, and were not molested by the troops. 

t It is worthy of remark, that this tour of I4Q mlleft 
was performed in four days, and oaiwM xftfta^s* ^*l\\LVi- 
visioos which were purebred ViJ C»i)X.WKx^^^>»^^ 
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in contact with British regulars. Our men moved to 
the attack with great spirit. Three times the enemy 
formed, and as often retreated. Night compelled the 
Americans to relinquish the pursuit. The enemy had 
several killed* and wounded, only two prisoners were 
taken. Col. Cass encamped on the scene of action dur- 
ing the night, and on the 18th returned to camp.f Col. 
Miller, on tliis occasion conducted in a most spirited 
and able manner. 

Immediately after tliis, small detachments under the 
commands of Capt. Snelling, Col. Findley, Col. M'Ar- 
thur, and Major Denny, were successsively sent to the 
banks of the Aux Copnards ; perhaps^ to discover the 
force and position of the enemy, t 

* A British soldier, who was killed, and afterwards 
buried by the detachment, was taken up by the Indians 
and scalped ; this trophy was taken to Maiden and pre* 
sented to .the commandant ; who paid the Indians tneir 
premium, believing that it was actually the scalp of an 
American drummer, 

t If, at this time, the eQemy had been ip force at Mai- 
den, why did they not make Col. Cass pay dear for his 
temerity, in thus daring to sleep witn a smidi d^? 
tachment, 14 miles from the American camp, and \nth- 
in less than five miles of their only^^depot of men and 
•tores? 

\ At this time the following extraordinary general 
order appeared, to disgrace the American military char- 
acter : 

Hea4 ^tiarters Sandwich, July ISth 1812. 
QEJfJSRJiL ORDERS. 
•Whereas the private property, consisting principally 
Ofnecessarj clothing of the officers and soldiers of thfs 
^rmy^ has hefin seized by the"BndAiiwc^,^xviAadetain- 
^ at Maiden^ oi* ita depexvdeixd^%^ \v\A,V\SKft\3K»^Ti^ 
application has been madeiora x^^\»^w.^Vt. \^ 
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CoI« Findlej found Hie bridge in posaession of tlie en- 
mj. They'had erected a breast work of felled tyees 
n the opposite shore. The Queen Charlotte had moor- 
d in a suitable position t(> fdefend it. 

On the 19th Col. MtAj;*thur was ordered to, the Aux 

■ ■ * 

yonnards to relieve the men preyipusly^detached under 
yapt. Snellin^ and CoL Findley. Tlje. Colonel had 
Tders from .the. general not' to cross the bridge nor to 
;o within reach of the guns of the Queen Charlotte. 
The detachment having arrived witliin rifle shot dis- 
ance of the enemj, a fire was commenced bj.our men. 
Die famous Indian Chief Marpet with a few followers 
nstantly crossed the bridge upon the sleepers, advan- 
;ed several rods towards our men and commenced firing. 
)ut this daring chieftain sooa paid for his boldness, by 
eceiving a dangerous wound, which brought him full 
ength to the ground ;* he was borne from the spot by 
lis comrades, who soon retreated beyond the bridge, 
rhe day was spent in skirmishing and reconnoitering. 
2oL M'Arthur and Adjutant Puthuff, narrowly escaped 
iallinji: into an ambush of the Indians. The Colonel's 
lorse was shot under him. In the evening the detach- 

)rder to remunerate those ofiicers and soldiers who 
ULve suffered, the general directs that all personal 
oroperty of officers now serving in the British army at 
\he aforesaid postj shall be taken under special orders 
from the general, and delivered to the Quai-ter Master 
Greneral tor safe keeping until the orders of the govern- 
mentare known on the subject. • 

Wm. hull, Brigadier General Commanding* 

* He recovered, and literwards fought at the river 
Raisin and the battle of the Thames, when he abandon- 
ed the cause of the British. 

F 
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Bient returned t© Le Petitd Cote settlement. Tecum- 
seh pursued and fired on the reaf guard. The Cdonel 
suddenly faced about and gave orders for a^neral fire. 
All the Indians fell flat dn the ground^ Except 'tecum- 
•seh, iv^o «to6d lirtn on his feexwdft Apparent unconcern, 
A' want of amtnknitibir prevfiitetf, farther Qftensive ope- 
rations. The detachikebit conunuett'its march to warrfa 
camp without further 'molestation^ At theTt\iVkey riv- 
er bridge Col, Cjass and Miyor Trimble met th^ detach- 
ment with a fresh detachment ^ the next 'day AeV re- 
turned to the bridge, fired on Hie enemy, and were flrfed 
on in turn. The firing WaS. "brisk but not Effective. 
Tccumsph was conspicuous Xkh {his oCc's^sloh. IJ^n^ing 
it impod^ible to operate successfully against superi.Qr 
numbers strongly posted. Cot. IVTArthui* ret\ivned to 
tamp. 

On the 21st the General passed over 1Go iDetroit where 
he continued until the 26th. I>uring his absence, the 
command of the arpiy devolved, on Col, M'Arthur, who 
ordered Capt. M'Culloch to, examine; the country in. the 
rear of the direct road to Maiden, in order to ascertain 
whether a back road could not be made so as to avoid 
.the bridge across the Aux Connards. Ue explored the 
country between Sandw-ich and that rivel^^aRd' i*eportei| 
unfavorably. 

The Tiidiane con.tii^ng to show themselves in the 
Jpetite Coitei settlem^^t, Msgor Denny marched on the 
evening of the 24th with « jdetachmentof 117 men^ con- 
sisting of three cotnpbhies unckr captains Lucas, Pin- 
ney and Rose. 'They reached the French settlement a 
little before daylight, liiey secured a militia captain 
of the name of Bontee, from Maiden, in the guise of a 
fanner, Jle was considered as a spy, and sent to camp. 
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After marching and counter marcbing till near midday, 
wi till II view of the enemy's advanced posts, the troops 
halted, for the purpose of resting, under a convenient 
shades Hie men had mostly fallen asleep, wheh the 
Mi^r perceived It body of Indian^ at only IJ.yards dii* 
tftuce } bis presence of mind saved the paity.: he iu-N 
stantly exclaimed in a stentorian voice, " Rush like HaII 
boys undjire well /" The order was promptly obeyed, 
an^l seven of the savages fell on the spot, and the residue 
fled in consternation. 

"Sut they soon. rallied with increasing numbers and 
werct seen on horseback, and on foot taking a circuitbns 
route to throw themselves iflto th^ rear of the detacli-» 
meat and cut of their retreat- to camp. 'The Jf ^or 
made a nMKy^||i.eAt in order of battle, to prevent the iB»« 
tentions of the enemy. As he approached a point of 
woods M(hich he attempted to gain before, the Indians, 
he received a heavy fire. Confiision ensued ; a com- 
plete route was the consequence. Their only alternative 
lt»» to gain the road. They were pursued through iielda 
et wheat dnd corn and prickly ash thickets for nearly 
three miles. At Turkey river they were relieved by 
Geii Lucas azHl a number of riflemen, who hearing of 
the engagement,, had come to their assistance. The 
Americans had seven killed and several wounded.* 

S«Gh was the nature of the Fetite guerre maintained 
neai the Auz Connards, while our trdops remained in 
Canada* It hadnb visible (^ect^«iwl served onlyto r«r- 

* Capt« Id'CuUoch^ of the spies, scalped an Indian, 
whom ne killed in the engagement. Fourteen dead 
Indians were afterwards found in the woods and wheat 
fields by the fsumers who lived near the scene of thi? 
acfioB. • 
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press the ardor of onr troops and encourage the enemy* 
In the mean while, Michiliniackinac surrendered to 
the British' -without resistance. The indefatigable 
Brock, with areinfbrceraent of 400 regulars arrived at 
Maiden : And several Indiah tribes^ before hesitatiiq^ 
in the choice of side^ began to take their ground and 
array themselves under ^e British standard. 

The garrison of Michilimackinac capitulated on the 
1 7th July. The anglo savage forces amounted to upwards 
of 1000 men, consisting of British regulars, Canadian 
militia, Scioux, Winnebago, Felle Auvine, Chipjfairttfj^ 
and Ottawaj. Indians. Lieut. Hanks, the commander 
#f die fort beitag apprised of the'hostile intentions of sc^r- 
erajl Indian chiefs, (who but a few days befpre, had pro- 
iessedJthe greatest friendship for the United States,) dis- 
patched Capt. Daurman of the militia, a confidential 
person, to St. Joseph^s,to watch their motions ; but the 
kttermet the. allied forces within fifteen miles of the 
island, bj whom he was made prisoner, and put on Ida 
parole, of honor. He was landed upon the island of 
Michilimackinac with positive directions to give no 
intelligence to the garrison whatever. He was idso in- 
structed to take the inhabitants of the village indiscrim- 
inately 'to a place on the west side of the island, where 
their, persons and property should be protected by a 
British guard' V but should tiiey go to the fort, they 
wouldibe snbject to a general massacre by the savages 
which ,would,be inevitdble^ if the .garrisoii fiired a gun. 
In tiie mean time Lieut. Hanks had caused the ammuni- 
tion to be placed in the block houses, ordered the guns 
charg^^?^^ madQ every ncicessary preparation for- de- 
fence., At 9 o'clock on. the morning of the irth, the 
enemj yvtr^ discovered in possession of the heights 
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which command the fort, with a piece of cannon direct- 
ed against the' most ! defenceless part of the garrison. 
The Indians were to be seen at this time in great num- 
bers in the edge of the woods. At half past 1 1 ; o^^lock 
the enemy sent in a flag of trace demanding a surrender 
of the fort and island to his Britannic majesty's forces. 
This was the first -intimation he hkd of the •declaratioR 
of war. The lieutenant had however anticipated the 
events and was. probably as well prepared for resiistance 
as he otherwise would have been with so small a com- 
mandy amounting only to ^fty seven eJffective men, 
including officers. The allied forces had two pieces of 
artillery, and were provided with laddens; and ropes for 
the purpose of scaling the works if necessary. Tbe 
officers of the garrison, and the American ciiizelng prc- 
sent^ were consulted, who gave Lt. Hanks their unani- 
mous opinion that it would be impossible for the garri- 
son to hold out against such a superior force. The fort 
and island was accordingly surreudl&red^*: 
. . About the tiine the news of the fall of MichiUmackinac 
was received in camp, an express arrived from Chilicothe 
that Capt. Henry Brush with a coita|)any of volunteers, 
was approaching Detroit with provisioti^^ The Colonels 
of the Ohio volunteers applied frequently to theGenei-al 
^for a dulS&cieiit force to meet the jtsoavoy a^t the river 
. Raisin, and escort it in safety to Detroit^ All their en • 
deaivors for somie days were unavailing, ,'The General ap- 
peared totally indifferent about the atrival of tfa€i pi:ovi- 
edons or the safetjr of the cojavoy. At this period sup 

* The above account of the surrender of Michllimack - 
inac, is nearly in the words ^f Lieut. "Hajiiks' officiai 
dispatch. 

- I • - F 8 ■.■■ . 
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pUcs could not be received ifrom a»y other qtiuH^es:- 
cept'Caiiadai^ the British hvrisg entire commfiuirit of the 
navigatioir of lake Eirie. 

At len^by hcfM^erei') he gave permisBion for tl Aetachi* 
nient of S60 men under the command ctf M^<Nr Van 
Home, to march to the rirer Aal Raisin^ for thd doRiSie' 
purpose of gaardhig^the mail to that fittnv a»4 of eacorC- 
ing the psrtj under Ciq)t. Brtish ta cwmj^ 

Mi^or Van Home erossed the river en the 4iir of Aur 
gast^and descended the American bank aafaraafte 
Big tJpjirfe^fte, between the Indian villa^BofMagoagD 
and'BrowDslovm) where aoiacr Indian paiha branch finim 
tlte road*. ' Gsept M^Cidloch of the tpies unfortanaMy 
:t6ek one ef thnae traces, actompanied only bjr« black 
servants KeWiro^p>V>ceed#ifa#5befbiiehewaBfiredon 
by the Indiana $ killed on tfa«^ gpoi, acalped, and Umm- 
hawked withki rite rivotdiBtimee of iik ttain b#iy of 
the Amerieiiafi. ThvMH fell the brave^ g^ttttoifg and 
patriotic M'CiAoeb^ Captain of the S^a^ 

Major V^fl lioHi€^y'W<ift»be^ ftv^i^diMWinan 

that 3 or 400 Itidiana amd apafrty of^Bfitisk'Were Dein* 
Rrownstown in ambnah for the parpove of interceptiflg 
the detachanenl. Hie MajoF continued ^a mairch, dk - 
regarding^ the teport. When he had advanced within a 
!>hort-di^tenee<6f Brownst^Wn, whei^ the PmiA pagiite 
through a narrow jj^airie^ btfunded on Ihe fight by a 
deep miry ereek^ the opposite bftHk of whifoh WM 6vf0t» 
ored with -a thick growth of utid^rWo^d: 00* &# left 
^vere a nnmW ef small Indian oornfiaId« alkl thicdeete. 
Through this defile the detachment had to march which 
cor&peUe4 the two eoluma to incline withltt 40 yards 
o/ each oiker. It was when the irdops were coop- 
^^/ up in this cramped. ?^\tML^to .^^t \W Itvdlana, 
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wbo wei« concealed in tke tkickeU •& both 8ideft of the 
Foad, poiH^ isaft'ttttexpected hntdxsnitncixve fire. The 
fire was quicklj returned ; bvt tiie eneraj baring the 
advanUgi& of' position as well as a decided svperiofitj 
of nttmber«9 the onlj alternative become a hasty retreat^, 
supported by halting every favorable opportonity^ aiDd 
firing on Ihe enemy^ The oowairdke of a fe^in the rear 
probably saved the, detaelunent from total massacre ; for 
such was thotf precipitate flighty thatihey outran a par- 
ty of Briti^ and Indiansy who were detached for the 
purpose of cutting off the retreat of the Americans. 
The enemy continued aldose pursuit for fonrmites. The 
loss of the Americans wa» 17 killed and about 20 wound- 
ed ; thai of the enemy from the best/ information was 
supposed, to be about oqual. Among tl\o kUled^were cap' 
tains Ulry^ Gilchrist, and Boerstler ; Lieut. Pentz and 
ensign Beby* Their remains werO'dlockingly mangled 
by the Indians. The serious loss of officers on our part 
is attributable to their repeated efforts to rally their men. 
Ms^or y^ 'HonMS' though unsnccessfnl, dondtrcted as 
became a brave officer. And we readily find in apology 
for his incredulity in not believing the information giv- 
en by the Frenchman, in the too frequent deceptions of 
tho Michiganian French. 

The Colonels again solicited' ^he General for pcnmis- 
sioti for ^ikei* ^f them to lead a detachment befoi^e 
Brown^dWii, sufficient to bury the dead, an^ to '. force 
open the communications wi^ the river Baiiin* For 
these pi^rposes 509 men were required, but the Oeiieral 
refuse^ iki positive t^nutf^ to permit more than 100^ to go 
OH the ^pedition* 

On the 6th August, a council was convened aitSe 
Qeneral^s quarters^t couBiatin^. ci aS^ te ^V5i&.^».^ 
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and'Capt. Djeon and Lieut.' Eastman, of the artiUerists, 
when, it was agreed by all, except the two last, to 
make an immediate descent on Maiden. 
' If, bj waiting two days, they could have the service of 
tlieir heavy artiHery, it was agreed to* wait, if not, it was 
determined to go wiliiout it, and attempt the place by 
storm. This opinion appeared to correspond with the 
views of'the commander in chief, and the day was apr 
pointed for commencing their march. General Hall de- 
clared to the officers that he considered himself pledg^ 
to lead the army to Maiden. The ammunition iwas 
placed in the waggons ; the cannon were placed on the 
floating batteries, and every requisite article was 'pte- 
pared. * The spirit afid zeal, the ardor and' animation 
displayed by the officers and men, on learning the niear 
accomplishment of their wishes, ought to have inspired 
the Commanding General with confidence of a succesful 
result to the cinterpri&e.* 

♦ The following general order was ^sued by the Gen- 
eral on the occasion. ; . ' i 

Sandwich f 7th •iugust,lS12. 
Doctor Edwards will take charge of the medic^;and 
sursical departments until further orders, and will im- 
mediately make every preparation for the army to take 
the "field a^inst tibe enefny. All the tents and ba^age 
of the army, not necesfeary, will be immediately trans- 
potted to HeVoit* The boats n9t necessary for ihe 
'movement of thc>i'my will be isent to JDetroit. An of- 
ficer atad twenty five convalescents 'will be left at the 
. fort at Gowies, with a boat sufficient to carry th^m across 
. the river if necessary. All the artillery, not taken by 
the army, will be sent immediately to Detroit. The 
^my will take seven days provisions j three days pro- 
vittons win be drawn from tomorrow mornings and will 
be cooked, and Ifte residue will be taken in waggons. 
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But at the moment when cTerj one was engaged in 
ooking, or in repairing "their arms^ eagerly and con<> 
tantly expecting to commence their marcli for Maiden, 
rders were received' to strike their tents and recrd89 
\e riter to DetroU I . ' 

Thus was the plan of attacking Maiden abandoned 
Fithout an adequate or conceiyable motive, without an 
flfort to redeem the pledge of the commanding general I 
rhe Canadians, who had joined the American army in 
all confidence of protection, were abandoned to the 
'engeanoe of their old masters. 

The small stockade greeted in an injadicious posi- 
ion about a mile above the encampment was left in 
iharge of Major Denny andubout 130 convalescents^yfho 
vere provided with boats, to effect t retreat to Detroit 
f they should he incapable of maidthining their post. ' 

The next event worthy of notice, is the battle of Ma- 
;uaga. 

« The main body of the army having recrodsed the 
-iver at Detroit, on the night and morning of the 8th 
August, six hundred men were immediately detached 
inder the command of Col. Miller, to open the commu-' 
iiication to the river Kaisins, and protect thd provisions, 
irhich were under the escort of Capt. Brush. This de- 

Pork will be drawn for the meat part of the r^tions^ one 
iiundred axes, fifty spades and twenty pick axes will be 
taken by the anny ; and a raft of tiiiifter and plank, 
suitable for bridges will be prepared and fk)ated down 
with tlie batteries. Six long canoes will attend the 
floating batteries. Only one cfajs whiskey will be drawn 
each day, and twelve barrels will be taken in waggons ; 
all the artificers and all men on any kind of extraduty, 
will immediately join their rogimejit. 
. Signed, ■.-. W. HOLL. 
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^ng^^^i^t, and proved hknself by his courage and judi- 
cious arrangements^ equal to a more reapohsible com-^ 
maud* 

In this engagement) all the officers and men, \frith the 
exception of Capt. Sloan of the Cincinatti dragoons and 
Capt« Hull^ son to the General, fought bravelj. Sever- 
^ officers were wounded. Capt. Baker was .wounded 
in the leg. • Lieut. Larrabee lo^t an arm^ Liejut Peters 
of the 4th ; Ensign Whistler of the irth $ Lieut. Sibly 
of the Michigan militia ; and. Ensign Flesher of the 
Ohio volunteers were also wounded. Capt. Snelling, 
who received the irst of the enemy's fire maintained 
an unequal contest in a most gallant manner, until the 
main body advanced to his relief, when the cavalry un- 
der Capt. Sloan could not be made to charge, he mount- 
ed a horse and oifered to lead them in person. Capts. 
Brown' and Sanderson who commanded companies of 
Ohio voluntisers, on the light wing, acted with great 
gallantry. Capts. Decant and Brevort, of the Michigan 
militia, pailicidarly distinguished thiemsielves. Of the 
Americans 18 were killed, and 60 wounded. 

The circumstances of this battle were such as to put 
tlie courage of the Americans to a severe test. OUr 
troops had to contend with a force one third larger than 
their own. Five hundred Indians, almost naked, and 
frightfully painted, led on and encouraged by British 
officers and' savage chiefs, rising suddenly from their 
liiding places, presented a scene sufficient to appal the 
stoutest heart. But American valor rose superior to ev- 
ery obstacle. Both sides fought bravely. An American 
officer observed several arrows to strike the ground near 
his feet, almost in a perpendicular direction j his curi- 
osity was excited, and on looking up 4o discover from 
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vHifnee they enme^beperceWedmi Indian perched on 
a tree thivtj feet from tbe grouiut^fiiMl but a few paces 
mod^aiiee/. He ordered his men to.fire apdhe<;atne- 
iombUfigdevmihJrovghtheteaid^ d^d^eiu'. 

He had prOYifd^ Umiielf with a fawn ^kia ^aflbd with 
arrows, many^of larfaiph hehflid de:icierouslj di£ichai]gcd at 
jowmeo. 

■ 

CoL MiUer ei^€amped>QD Hifi baittle ground, fJkd^eAt 
an^eiqine^B^Gkiu Hull withinformatiOBof hiseudcees, 
requesting at the same tiine a ^npjiy- oi {tt-eviaions for 
theidetadimeut. • I;., i ■. : . i 

Coloiiel. M'Aitivuri: on Kihe ^veaitag of ike lOth, 
received ordera £romi General 'Hull: to! take'one bun-^ 
jdredteeu from his regUnent and to proceed in boats to 
the encampi^ent of Col. MiUer, with 000 irations^ and 
i» return to Detroit wijtfa the wounded. CoK^M^Aiihur 
made immediate appUoatiton to Da^id Baird,,tbe,£on- 
.traetor^ ^r the number of rations ordered. . .This maut 
who had uniformly imposed on the trooptSyCCM^ld not be 
preyaiied upon to ^ssue ^the requisite quantitj q{ ra- 
Itions until 9 o'fdock the next morning, when the colp- 
net lost no tiin^eiii executing his orders; after deliveri* 
ing hb provisions to Col. Miller, and permitting as 
asany .of his men as were willing, to remain with the 
detabhment, he made ererj eicertion to place the, 
wounded in the bpats. iBut in cpnseqjuence of the 
plumbers that volunteered to remain with' CoU. Miller,, 
the boats were thinly manned. The Colonel rowed 
one boat himself, which was steered by a wounded sol- 
dier. Soon after fliey left the camp, a nghal gun was 
fired^at Maiden, and the brig Hunter made' her appear* 
jinpe^nd coinmenced firing on the boats. The men 
■' ^ G 
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immediftt^Ir put to «hore, -and all ikat were able ran* 
across a swamp j prairie to the woods. leaving the woun- 
ded in the boats to the protection of the Colonel and. 
two or three others. ' At this critical' junctore^ the en^ 
crgj, affiibilitj and liumanity of Col. M^Arthur shone 
with conspicuous luster. Hav-ing^ secured his boat,, he- 
prevailed on the men to return to their duty ; distributed' 
whiskeys invited, them to drink freely; related the 
anecdote of the Indian drinking the contents of his bot-^ 
tie as he was about to^l^e precipitated over the cataract 
of Niagara, and finally induced them to brave the fire 
of the brig by rowiiiig to a point withrn bhink' shi>t of the 
Uunter, and -where the woods approached • within v 
short distance of the water. Here he landed, Mid or^ 
dered the men to ' assist in carrying the wounded into 
the woods, ^setting the example himself. They were' 
then conveyed in waggons to < Detroit. During tlie time 
that the wounded were passing from the boats to the' 
woodn, and ^hile tlie waggons continued in i*eadh of- 
ihe guns ot- the brig, ihe kept up an incessant fire; '"> ; 
On tlic'llth Col. Miller received peremptbry ord<Bi-s 
to return to J>efroit. where he arrived tfaiiy on the 12th. 
A boat bearing a white flag, was this day seen descend-* 
ingthe'tivcr to Sandwich, \\ here it wUs known that 
Gen, Brock had arrived With the 4lBt regiment. The 
appearance of this flag excited almost universal ^lisgust 
in the array; befcause, from tlie manner in whidi flags 
of truce had been treated by the enemy,* the General 

• 

* At the time Col. Cass first m^ifclied to Aux Connards 

Capt. Brown, Ijy command of Gen, Hull, bore a. white 

flag to Mi^ilden 5 ju«t as he hj.d left the fhofe^ on'Ws 

return, he was repeatedly fireu at, by the Ir^lionft in full 

yi'(*f%rpfihe Briklsw troops and «.\t;vLra« of A m hcrstburgh. 
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liad promised tlie Colonels that no niorejM^uUl be sent. 

Cols. M'Aithur, Cass and Findley called on tlif 
General to know ^vlir a white flag was sent to the ene- 
my ; tlie General said tliat it was sent withotit hi.« 
authority, and denied haying any knowledge of its de- 
parture or its object. T^ colonels theji offered to 
examine into tUe a&airy and have the oiTendpr punishtnl. 
The gener/il.2^earred much disconqerted at^heir deter- 
Qiined conduct, and observed that he would enquire of 
Capt. Hickman, (a volunteer aiti:) whether he had 
authorised any person to go to the enemy's camp with & 
flag, -\fter an al^sence of a few minutes, he returned 
and stated tliat Capt Hickman hud had a conversation 
witiv Capt.:,llough on the suhjectji .who probably had 
misconceive the meaning of Claptiilickman's words 1 

The patriotic Colonels extended their enquiries no 
further, but left their general with disgust apd:mortifica« 
tion. Tl^ey inst^intly wrote a confidential letter to 
Gov. Meigs advising hiin of the state of affairs, request- 
ing prompt reinforcements, and expressing at the same 
timf, their dOubts of their general's fidelity.* : 

.In the mtiau wtiiic the stockade at Gobies wasevac- 
ttated ; Major Denny and his convalescents had done 
every thing in their power to strengtli^u and retain this 
post. After burning the works tliey crossed over to 
Detroit. 

On the ISihjthe British were seen maixhing up fiom 
Sandwich, with a train of artillery within poi|i( blank 
shot. The general would not permit Lifits. Dolaby 
and Anderson to fire oii them with'thinr 9A pounders. 

* This letter wa6 signed by Cols. ArArkhur, Fij.dicv 
and Cass, Quarter Master General Taylor.^aiid Cant, vl 
Bfnislgi* 
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Thej nvere avSertd to take a-positioii direietly opjK>5iie 
Detroit, wkere^ without tiie kast intenruption they ivero 
permitted to erect a battery. 

On the evening of the 14 th, a detachment of SOO men^ 
exelustve of officers, marched from the encampment bj 
a circuitous route, in the rear of the settIen»eiit8,for{he 
rlveir Raiiih. ' The detachment was composed of Tolun* 
teers from the regiments of Cols. M'Arthnr and Cast. 
Col. M'Arthur remonstrated against the usual practke 
of sending out detachments without - provisiions ; the 
o;er]«ral promise^ to send provisions after them o& pack 
horses ; but this promise was^not complied with. 
- This route was through an aimostimperyious thicket ; 
the- troops could* make but a slow progress. After 
iriarehing ^out 34 miles» it was found impractieabte in 
tiieir debilitated state, to reach the river Aux Raisins; 
i'len 47 miles distant. A council of officers, therefore, 
deemed it expedient to return to camp. 

* On the 15th, Gen« Hull pitchod a markee in the entire 
of the encampment, of a most singular a{^aranGe,iyI;di 
red and blue stripes painted on the top^md sides^wllieli 
gave it a strong resemblance to the British flag ! Aa-Ihe 
general had not erected a tent in camp since the 4tii tf 
Jul j^ this- became an object of surprise, and eridefitlj 
portentous of- the issue. 

About 10 o^clock two officers arrived from Sandliicht 

witli>a .flag of truce, requiring the swrenide^ of >Setmt, 

to the arms of his Britofnnic Majesty^* To thia aoti im* 

-".■,•■.■■ • . 

"^ The ibllowing i^ the copy of Gen. Brock's letter to 
Gen IluU. 

I/ead Quarters^ BandvoMx^ Jhi^tt IStft^ 1812. 
Sir, — The force at my dis^^A, «a\JEiW««^ iBBfc Va t^- 
quire of you the surrender oC Horl \i^\.xwX.* \\.\%t« 
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mediate and spirited refusal was returned. In tbc 
ineanwkilfe tho British ¥^re demolishing a house oppo- 
site Detroit^ behind Irhich they had erected a battery, 
and on the American «ide Lieuts. Dolaby and Anderson 
were engiged»ih i^uildiag batteries and inqdanting their 
cannon. The bearers oiAit flag of truce having return- 
ed, the British armed vessels appeared belcnr Sandwich 
andtbeii* batteried e^mmenecMl a heavy fire upon the 
to^n of Detroit and the fort, but without eilcct. The 
fire was retu)*ned with spirit, and i continued without 
int^hiqytion till 10. ofoldek at night. 

At the commencement of .the firing, all the troops 
were crowded into thfe fort, except Col. Findley's Regi- 
ment, which was stationed about 300 yards north east 
from the fori Brigade- Majoi* Jessupand Quarter Blas- 
ter Dugan rode to Spiring wells to observe the enemy at 
Sandwich. ' They concluded it was his intention to land 
the next tnorning, as the Queen Charlotte wus anchored 
in a position to cover their :troops. It was the opinion 
of &iajor Jdssup that a battery could be erected at the 

from my inclination tQ join in.a war of extermination^ 
but you must be aware, that the numerous body of 
Indiahs who h^e attached themselves to my troops 
ivWi be beyond- xhy control the moment the con- 
test tbmmences. Vou will find me itispc»ed to enter 
into mxclA conditions as will satis.fy the most scrupulous 
sense jof h<mor. laeut Col. M'D'onaid and Migor Gic^ 
ai-e fully authorised to conclude any arrangement ^at 
may lead to prevent an unnecessary eSu^n of blooiF. 
I have th€i honor to be &c. .. . » . 

ISAAC VROCKy JUaj.Qm. 
Brig, Gen, Hull 

The renly of Gen. Hull waa «^ml^^, ^^ \^^sX. \^ 
«<ittod. He declared hitndelf tiAe to ^L^^ctAVx^ ^^ 
MMd willing to abide the consecYaetvce^ q1 ^^v^ T^Va.^'^.i 
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Spring wells, capable of sinkiog this vessel. He re- 
turned to Gen. Hull and requested .perroSsaion toperfom 
this sex-vice. The general vfoiild not ci^nsent to Utit 
measure, f He th^n asked if he mi^t be (>ennitted te 
cross IheriTernrithlOOmen^ to attempt the spiking of the 
enemy's cannon j to: which the general answered 5 « I 
will think of it" r 

lArt day light, on the morning «f tii«il6&, the firing 
recommenced on both sides. About an hoar before the 
surrender, our artillerists' were ordered to desist firing 
upon the enemy, althdtkgh tUey^had<8tlenced two ;of their 
guns. About 7 o^clock^ the enemy had completed their 
landing at the Spring -^ellg^ and immediately took up 
their *Hne fof march for Detroit. The force landed, 
(according - to i^ife" official abcount of Gem Brock,) 
^^connsted of 30 royal artillerists^ 250 of the 4l8t 
regftnewt, 5l>of the royal Newfoundland regiment, 400 
militiay and abontf 600 Indians^" with 3 six, and 2 three 
poundeps. • The regulars and militia moved in close 
column^rlSin front,! spon the margin of the river, and 
the Indians through the woods, west of the town. 
' - Whteiiffi^y had advanced within reach of the guns of 
the fort,* the* artillerists were ordered by Capt. Fprsythe 
and Lieut. Anderson to do their duty ;; but just as they 
^?ere in: the act of applying the matches, Capt. Dyson, 
the senior commandant of ai-tillery, approached with a 
draiVn 8w6r^, and swore that the first man who attempt- 
ed to fire on the enemy, should be cut in pieces. 

The British batteries now kept up a constant fiie at 
th^ fort ) few of the shot did execution ; one, which had 
nearly spent its force, fell into the fort, Jind killed 

* The 24 pounders were each loaded with 6. dozen 
gmpesho%* 'f . , , • . . . 1 
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Capt Hanks,* Ensign Sibly and Dr« Reynolds find dan- 
gerously wounded Dr. Blood. Another passed through 
the gate, and killed two soldiera in the barracks. Two 
men outside the works were jdsiio killed. The shells 
mostly burst in the air. 

• Aboi^t 10 o^clock the Indians appeared in the edge of 
the woods in the rear of the : fort, shooting horses autd 
the Merino Sheep, which had been taken from the Earl 
of Selkirk's farm at Belle Dpnne ! 

Tlie fort was now filled with women and children. 
The meli wereistationed on the ramparts of th^ fo^. 
At tliis foment an officer of the Michigai^ militia came 
riding into the. fort, and ei^uired '* if Gen. Hu)l; expecr 
ted GoI.Brush to defen4\the towi? with 2 or 300 m<pn ?'' 
The advance of the British force were now. at the tan* 
yards one fouiiii of a mile distant. • Gen. Hull immedi* 
iitely on this near approach of the encmy^ went, into a 
room in the barracks, and in less than fiveaninutea 
returned with a note whi<^l\ he^ handed to his ispn, whf 
instantly hoisted a white ilag upon a pike staff a|id then 
departed for the British ' advancing column v In. & f^^ 
minutes Capt- Hull returned accompanied' by Lieut. 
Col. M'Donald and Major G}e^,who went immediately 
to the Markee pitphcid by; Gen. Hull the preceding day. 
The articles of capitulatk^n w€re soon signed land the 
two British oflfce.rs mounted their, horses and returned 
to the ground occupied by the tropps pf Gen. ^rock* 
During their abs^ce the'iroQps in the fort were ordered 
to stack their arms, and those under Col..Findley were 
.marched in. Shortly after, the^British troops marched 

* The commandant of Michilimackinac at the tipi^ 
of its surrender ;' a nUtUe 'of the state* of New York, 
»d a brate oiBcfer. • • ' ' • • ^ ^ * • '^ 
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into the fort with Gen. Brock at their head. The Ameri- 
can forces were then marched into an acQoining gard^i^ 
where tite disgracefal terms of the capitulation were read 
to them. The anger of our nen could not be revtrain* 
ed. The greater part shed tears of rage. Manj of 
them, when ordered to stack their arms on the esplanade 
indignantly dashed them to pieces. 

While Gen. Hull was surrendering the fort and town 
of Detroit into the hands of Gen. Brock, Col. M'Arthar 
was approaching Ae fort with his detachment, on its re- 
turn from Ms abortiTc expedition towards the rivet Rai- 
sin. When within a i^e c^tke fort, he was informed 
of its surrender. He immediately retreated to the river 
Rouge. From this phce, Capt MansSeld was sent with 
a flag of truce to the fdrt n on hit waj the Indians rob* 
bed hhtf df bis horse^ arms, and the greater part of his 
clothing. In the eTemi^, he returned to the detach- 
ment in company with Ibjors Kxon aftd Givens, and 
Capt. Elliott, of the British army, who handed the colonel 
the articles ot capitulation* ' The detachment then 
marched ta Detrmt and stacked their artn»in the citadel. 

The batteries then connneneed firing a feu dejoye ; 
the Indians nus^d the yell of trium{]^, and instantly 
commenced plundering ^ inhabitaBtt, and our dra- 
goons of their horses and accoutrements. 

The following authentic a^cdote will illustrate tlic 
extent of mllrlMy aufiority, which tiie British officers 
exercise over the Indians. An American officer who 
bad brought with him an efegant horse from Chilicothe, 
for wfaich he had paid 200 dollars, was in the act of sell- 
ing, him to a British officer; while they were settling 
Ae price, an Indian came up, snatched the bridle from 
the waiter's band, threw it over the horses neck^ mount- 
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€i ^JlA rode ^^i&ldU |frej. Hkthoint was^^egimtljr 
mOfUiited with liohrtere and {Miotf. ^ Jti this minner vas 
private {Hroperty respected and the articles of capitvhu 
tion obsenr^ ! • . i 

The 4th regiment was. ]mt on board the Queen Chi^i* 
lotte and other armed yessels And landed att Fort Eriet 
from thence they^ were marched to Quebec. The Ohio 
volunteers were paroled and landed at Cleveland, atthc^ 
mouth of Cajahog^^ , The British General violated the 
articles of capitulation bj' compelling the volunteers to 
give up their rifles, which were private propeftjr. 

The number of troops surrendered amounted to about 
ioOO men. The same number of arms were stacked 00 
the esplanade and in the arsenal. There was an abun- 
dance of fixed ammunition. In the magazine was 60 
barrels of powder and 150 tons of lead. There were Q§ 
pieces of iron ordnance, and eight brass field pieces. 
In the contractor's store were at least 25 days provisions 
and in the territory an abundance of wheat, with milld 
for grinding any quantity of flour. To these, and oth- 
er resources both in the territory and in Canada, may be 
added 150 pack horse loads of flour aM 300 head of cat- 
de, under the escort of Capt Brush at the river Raisin. 

The army of Gen. Hull was composed of the best 
materials. The men were brave and patriotic ; which 
they proved as often as their commander gave them an 
opportunity to distinguish themselves. That the oflicers 
were well selected is proved by the circumstance that 
they have mostly been promoted for subsequent services. 

The Colonels M'Arthur, Cass, Findley and Miller 
were beloved by their men. The Quarter Master Gen- 
eral James Taylor^ was indefatigable in the discharge of 
the duties of his department 3 and thereby endeared 
himself to the whole army. 
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of Tippecanoe. The Governor of Kentucky tccordr 
iHglybrevetted William Hbnrt Harrison^ a Major 
General. 7Ua .^omfl|ia8ii)xi di4* ^ot canatitttte him 
commander in chief of the whole north western anpij. 

Eiirlgr in September^ ai kvgfi Iniim laid 9ritWi*^rce 
left Maldeaft04li« Ohio frontiers. : The Indians advan** 
eed to T^KlrWayQe* :«n^ cloiiely invested, it.^ Hie 
tt^pa undfarrGem* Harrison majxhed. to its rdiafp The 
ravage^ fled at their approach^ j... < 

Itwas considered a &.yorahle inomjenttopttnisb the 
Indians for their numerous murders. The army was 
diTided;!a part u&4er the tommand of GenwPa)^ey 
who'waS'direotMto destroy ihe Miami towns at :tho 
forka^of tht Wiihaah. > 'Gion^i Harrison accomjMiiUed this 
(sxp^ition* ' Fmir pf the Indian villages were burnt, and 
fM their fiqrn out up or otherwise destrpyed. . . .u 

Th^ (tythjBr division of the army was confided tothe 
(Comnan4 f^' Coi.Wens, and had orders to go against 
the villi^ge of the Potto watemies on Elkhart, a branch 
of the Bt. Joseph- of^ lake Michigan; these .Tillages 
;tfe fiv^ in number and one situated on -an immense 
ftsirit at the distance of 60 miles from Vort Wayne. 
This expedition was also successful, the towns wsere 
destroyed by the mounted battalion of Col. R. M. 

• Fort Wayne is situated at the junction of the. St. 
^ary and St. Joseph rivers, which form the Miami. of 
the fake, and not more titan twelve miles from'the iiavir 
gable waters of the Wabash, lliis p(ost is nearly4n the 

' fcenter of the Indian settlements on this side the Mis- 
aissippi. Many Indian villages lay from 12 to 60 miles 
from this place. Kxtcnsiye prairies are found in almost 
every dirje^ction. Thiere are cpiisiderable cornfields iQ 
^he ^idiiity of the fort, which Is a stockade with bloc]^ 

houses At the tiUgleB. v^ 
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Johni^on. On the re.turr^ ■ of the detachment to Fort 

. Wayne, a scouting party under the Rev. James Sii^;;ol 
defeated a party of Indians. . A pifivatjerof ,the name oF 
Jindreiv Johnson ^ killed a Potta>yate.mie cjiicf. . 

At this time Gen. Winchester arrived.at Fort^Wayne* 
to^ whom Gen. . Harrison, resigned the command : hi»- 
cause, before it was known at the seat of go^cniiucii^ 

. that the Governor of Kentucky had \)rev^tted General 
Harrison, an- order had been for^varded to Gen. Win- 
chester, directing him to take command of the. corp^ 
under Gen. Payne. 

Considerable discontent and murmuring w^ve .ex- 
pressed by the troops when they were infonn^<jl of tlte 
change of commanders 5 hut the eloquence of ilie Gen- 
eral soon reconciled them to the arran^i^emcnt. lie 
assured them that if any thing could soften the regret 
he felt at parting with men \yho had so entirely won his 
confidence and affection, it was the circumstance of his 
committing them to the charge of one of tlie lie roes of 
the revolution, a man distinguished as well for the ser- 
vices he had rendered.his country, as for. the possesbion 
of every qualification which constitutes the gentleman. 
In marching to the relief of Fort Wayne^ and in the 
several expeditions against the Indians, the. conduct of 
the troops was highly honorable to their characters as 
soldiers ; ten days, while on active and severe dutv, 

' they had scarcely a sufficiency of food to sustain them, 
and entirely without some articles of ih% ration ; and 
that too without complaint 5 with an alacrity which 

. could have been expected only from regular troops. 
But such was their personal attachment to Gen. Han ison 
that they would have suffered uhd^r his gtiidanc-c uItt'. -t 
any fatigue or privation withput a murmur.. ' • ' . r 
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Gen. Harrison retired to St. Mary's to orgauiz* ^ome 
^ olunteers. (»cn. Winchester, with thi army descend^ 
cd the Miami to fort Djefiance. At Piqua Gen. Harri- 
g.on met tlie dispatch from Washington, appointing him 
commanaerin chief of the north western army. 

At fort Defiance* Gen. Winchester found the white 
and red enemy in possession of the ground and too 
strong for his numbers. lie dispatched an express to 
General Harrison who hastened to his relief with about 
1 203 mounted riflemen and musketeerSj all famished 
witli 3 days provisions. In tlie mean time, however, 
the enemy had suddenly decamped, descending the Mi.- 
umi. Our troops pursued, but could not overtake the 
fugitives. - 

Gen. Harrison now resumed the command of the ar* 
wy. His attention was for some time confined to pre^ 
paring depots of provisio>s, ammunition and clothing, 
in opening roads, building boats and erecting block 
houses, ])rc})aratory to attempting the execution pf the 
grand object of the campaign. 

On tlie 4th of ©clober, Gen. Tupper was ordered to 
repair to the foot of the rapids of the Miami with the 
mounted force in condition for service. Tliis move* 
ment was not executed, Gen. Tupper made a lengthy 
exposition of the causes which produced the failure pf 
the expedition,in wliich he attempted' to throw the blame 
on' Gen. Winchester, whom he charged with giving 
counter orders. f 

However, in Nov. Gen. Tupper with a detachment of 
1000 men advanced to the rapids, for the purpose of 

* Now. called Fort Winchester. 

t The writer is not in posscj^&ion of sufficient data 1o 
detenniuQ on ^vhom the b\amo om^I lo re«t. 
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^Ting off a party of British and Indians, who had col- 
lected there for gathering the corn, which remained iu 
the fields. He arrived there undiscovered hj the ene- 
my, on the night of the 14th ; he immediately made 
disfKMitiona for .passing the river, and some of his men 
succeeded in getting over but the greater part miaeed 
the ford, and were in danger of being drowned* The 
arms of many were either lost, or wet, so that they 
could not be discharged. At day light the British gun 
boats at anchor in tlie river slipped their cables and 
dropped down the lake, but tiie Indians more daring 
than their allies crossed over on ' horse back, and com? 
menced several violent attacks on our troops* They 
were, received withJurraness, driven back, and forciE4 to 
recrose. the river with considerablfi loss. . The Ameri^Hlis 
had four killed and three wounded. 

The Wyandot chief %dit Lo^, was conspicuous* in 
leading the Indians to the attack, being mounted pq 
a jBtately white charger* 

Early in Decemder a detachmeiit of 600' men undet 
the command of Col. Campbell, marched from Frankf 
linton against the Miami Indians. On the. 17th| ^heji 
arrived at a^ village situated on the Mis3isinwey,;a head 
branch of the Wabash. They entered at foil speed | 
suvpised it ; killed 7 warriors^ and took 37 priiiionefi^b 
They, tiien descended the river 3 miles, burning three 
other villages in their progress, returned to the first 
village and encamped for the night. About an hour 
before the dawn of day, the sentinels were fired o|i b(f 
the Indians, and instantly a furious attack rwas eom- 
menced on the right flank of the detachment, command- 
ed by Major Bull, who sustained and returned the fire 
till day lig^t, when the enemy, were charged and dis- 
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persed ivith the logs of 40 killed- The loss of the 
detachment was 9 killed, and about 40 wounded. Capt. 
Pierce, who distinguished himself was killed. Lieut. 
Waltz of Capt, Markle's troop of horse (from Oreeus- 
bui'gh, Pcnn.) wad shot through the arm ; but anxious 
still -ftirther to exert himself, attempted to meunt his 
horse, a'nd- while making the effort was shot through the 
head. 

Coh Campbell, Major Ball, Capts. Trotter, M'Clel- 
land, Hopkins, Garrard and Markle, were particularly 
complimented by Gen. Harrison, in a general order for 
their EraTcry and good ^cox^duct^during tiie expediiioni . 
[ iVke pripoire^rS'Jwere treated with humanity $ eten the 
w^frionf) hvfaen they ceased- resistance wei« spared, 
wlfScb ie nqt the^usiial custom in expedittons against 
the Indians, • ' ' • ' 

■ Thtf sufferings of the men from cold, hunger and 
fatigub,' in their retreat from IViissisinwciy, were seyere. 
They were in the center of the Indian country. Nu- 
ibirous bands of ^lasp^rated savage ^warriors were 
known to' be wiBiin a few (hours ma^chi They were 
obliged' b} carry their siclc and wounded on litters. 
(The weather was intensely cold ; their march was slow^ 
tedious and circumspect. At night, only half of the 
irteit" t^uld sleep, Avhile the other Were on guard. Pleu- ' 
risy and bad colds afflicted nearly the whole corps. 
Nuirtbf^tf wcfre frost bitten. : i . . ■ 

> '- It'is^roper hereto state that the patriotic Governor* of 
yivginiaaftd Pennsylvania, had each detached from 1500 
1k>' 2000 men to the sad of Gen. Harrison. The Penn- 
jylvanians under Brig. Gen. Brooke?, rendezvoused at 
Pittsburgh, and marched- from thence to MansHeldiin 
OhiiK • 'Ihe Virginians, were under, the directidn of 
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Bngadier General Leftwich, and t^ok the route ol' 
Cliilicothe in their, march to the head quaiters of flip 
north western army. 

Upon the approach of winter, Gen. iWi'isen found 
that a considerable proportion of his men, were desti- 
tute of many essential articles of clothing, which could 
not be supplied from the scanty stock furnished by the 
United States. He therefore, in an animated address, 
made the appeal patriotic to the people of Kentucky 
and Ohio. This appeal was not made to a cold, phleg- 
matic people. Liberal donations of various article's, of 
clothing and comfort M^ere every where presented, and 
proper persons appointed to forward tliem to the anny. 

Gen. Hamson left the army for a few weeks, and 
repaired to Chilicothe, on business. The citizens invit- 
ed him to a public dinner. He declined tlie honor of 
the invitation, observing, in substance that li did iiot 
become liim to accept of sumptuous entertainments?, 
while his men were exposed to the rigors of the season, 
enduring the fatigues of military duty, and suhsifcitihg 
on the coarsest of food. 

On the 14th of December, the left wing of the an:iy 
moved from Fort Winchester to the Rapids. At this 
time the OJiJo troops were at Fort M 'Arthur ; the Ponn- 
sylvanians at Mansfield, and the Virginians at Dela- 
ware. 

Gen. Harrison fixed his head quarters at Upper San- 
dusky. The provisions, military stores, and the trains 
of artillery having reached the different depots, the 
hopes of the nation that victory would soon crown tl-e 
efforts of the north western army were cherished with 
confidence. 
^,0n the 14th of January, Col. Lc^vis>advCvac1vlC:v^?^ 

IIS 
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the Rapids towards the river Aux Raisins, andon the 
18th found Ihe enemy in force and disposed to dispnt^ 
the possession of the place. He attacked them in the 
town. The Indians raised their accustomed yeU. But 
the noise was drowned in the returning shouts of the 
assailants. The Canadian militia instantly retreated. 
The Indians maintained the action some time, but gave 
way in all directions, when resolutely charged by the 
Americans. About 40 of the savages bit the dust. Of 
Col. Lewis' party, 12 were killed, and 52 wounded. 

Gen. Winchester followed with a reinforcement, and 
took a position on the banks of the river Raisin. His 
whole force amounted to about 800 men ; a part of which 
were posted behind a picket fence j the residue were 
encamped on an open field a little to the right of the 
main body and entirely uncovered. 

From the river Raisiii to Maiden, is only 18 miles ; 
the distance by land or water is about the same. Both 
banks of tlie river are settled to the distance of 9 miles 
from the lake by Canadian French or their descendants* 
The greater part of the inhabitants are attached to the 
Umted States. But there are some, who are fit for 
<• treason, stratagems and crimes," and would readily 
Heize every occasion to communicate intelligence to 
the British and Indians. 

By some unaccountable neglect in the commanding 
General, the first notice which the Americans received 
of the enemy, was from the mouths of six nine poundera 
discharged at our troops on the 2£d, at beating of reveiK 
le ! At the moment of the commencement of the at^ 
tack, Gen. Winchester and several of his officers were 
^tthvir lodgings at some Aii^tante^tom^^Vx^^'^^, The 
troops which were uncovered ^ su«Uiii^4.^1t^^\^^%N.\Nl^ 
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« few minutes, when broken, and overpowered by num- 
bers, thejr recrosfted the nver and endeavored to save 
tfaemselved by flight. In this attempt, the j failed ; for 
iSttej were met by a large body of Indians, wh6 had 
gained their rear. A horrible massacre ensued. The 
greater part were surrounded by a horde of painted sav- 
ages, yelling like a band of infernals, and literally cut 
to pieces. Others forced their way through the Indians 
and attempted to escape by running. The pursuit was 
continued upwards of 3 miles 5 many, even of those 
who trusted to Iheir heels, were overtaken and massa- 
cred. The snow several inches deep, was crimsoned 
with the blood of the fugitives. This part of the army, 
although soon routed, after they found no safety in fiigjht, 
resolved to sell their lives as dearly as possible, and 
fought desperately. 

The left wing, with spartan valor maintained a deter- 
mined resistance within the pickets until eleven o'clock, 
when a flag arrived from general Winchester, who had 
been t&ken prisoner at the commencement of the action 
in an attempt to rally the troops composing the right 
wing. Major Madison, who commanded withi!! the 
pickets, perceiving no means of escape, and resistance 
inefiO^tual, as the Indians were too numerous in his 
rear to enable him to retreat, and, as the enemy had 
several pieces of cannon by the use of Avhich they were 
rapidly demolishing the pickets, a capitulation became 
indispensable. 

The loss of the Americana was unusually sevcret, 
being nearly 400 in killed, wounded and missing. 
Among the officers slain, were Col. Allen, and Captains 
Hickman, Simpson,"^ Mead, Edvraxi^ wA^^'t^^^xv* 

* TJiis patriotic officer had beeu ^\^t.\!tftk ^te^^^^^^ 
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To the enemj it was a dear bought triumph. liis 
regulars three times advanced boldly to within pistol 
shotiof the .pickets, and as often retreated in confusion. 
The Americans would permit them to apprqach within 
full reach of their t.ioces, before tliej poured .the leaden 
shower, directed with deadly aim. 

During the whole of tlie action, a constant fire was 
kept up by the enemy from six pieces of cannon 5 it was 
the effect of the cannon shot and a scarcity of ammuni- 
tion, which compelled our troops to give up the contest. 
Against musketry, tlie left wing would have maintained 
their position till reinforcements could have arrived. 

After the capitulation, the American commanding 
officer remonstrated with Gen. Proctor against exposing 
the prisoners to the vengeance of the savages. The 
General promised to protect them, but forgot to keep 
his word^ They were left without the promised pro- 
tection, and on the morning of the 2Sd, horrible to re- 
late, the allies of a christian King, stript, tomahawked 
and scalped the wounded Americans, and burnt all of 
them who were unable to walk. 

To the dead m ere denied the rights of sepulture. The 
living were for the most part stript of their clothings 
plundered of their money, and their arms given to the 
Indians.* 

The advance of Gen. Winchester to the river Raisia 
was authorised. It has been said that he was overruled 
by his officers, and that the movement wad made from 
motives of humanity, in order to afford succor to the 

Congress in August preceding. Col. Owing Ids f.ieid 
obtained some of his efiects from tlic French of the M. 
T. in the autumn of 181S. 

j*^See Appendix, F. 
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French inhabitants on that river, who had been threat* 
eneil with savage vengeance. To this disastrous and 
indiscreet movement, or rather to the unprepared and 
scattered state of the armj, on the morning of the 21st 
of January, may be attributed the failure of Gen. Harri- 
son's first campaign. 

We cannot forbear to notice in this place a circum- 
stance that reflects the greatest iastre on the military 
character of the Kentuckians. On their march from 
fort Defiance to the Rapids, the horses were worn out 
and nearly famished for want of forage. The mea 
themselves, were destitute of many articles of the first 
necessity. Yet these circumstances did not in the least 
dampen their ardor. When the horses were no longer 
Able to draw, these gallant sons of Mars harnessed 
themselves to the sleds, and in tliis manner, with cheer- 
fulness and alacrity, conveyed their baggage 60 miles 
through frost and snow : thus, manifesting an intrepid- 
ity of character which rivals that of the heroes of Greece 
or Rome. 

Yet these were men, whose homes, for the most part 
were the seats of elegance and wealth 5 but their spirits 
were not to be broken by adversity. Notwithstanding 
they were compelled to travel on foot and with scarcely 
covering for their backs, in the dead of winter, from 
Maiden to Buffalo, and from thence to Kentucky, & 
distance of 800 miles, still, not a murmur escaped their 
lips ! Their honest hearts sprung forward with the 
elastic hope, that their wrongs would b^ avenged and 
the day of retribution arrive. 

After the defeat of Gen. Winchester, Gen. Harrison 
retreated from the rapids 18 milei, and took a position 
at Portage river. It being fouud impractiblc to .rem^()y^ 
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all the provisions^ a considerable ({uantitj was destroyed^ 
On tiie 30th Gen. Harrison dispatched Mr. Lamont, 
Doctor M'Keehan and a FVenchman with a flag of truce 
to Maiden. Thej encamped tiie first night near tiie 
Rapids, and hoisted the white flag ; but this was not 
respected; the Indians fired upon them while asleep^ 
killed Lament, wounded Dr. M'Keehan and took the 
Doctor and the Frenchman prisoners. 

Got. Meigs having ordered out two regiments of Ohio 
militia, to reinforce Gen. Harrison ; the armj Ag^n 
advanced to the Rapids and commenced building fort 
Meigs. Gen. Crook's brigade in the mean time were 
busily employed in fortifying at Upper Sandusky. 

Gett. Harrison having learnt that a body of In^ans 
were collected at Presque Isle, near the mouth of tte 
Miami, marched from his camp at tbe Rapids, on the 
9th of February, at the head of a detachment of his ar- 
my, to attack them. The enemy fled; our troops 
pursued almost to the river Raisin, but finding it im- 
possible to overtake them, the troops returned to catiup 
much exhausted with fatigue. Such wa» their desire to 
come up with the foe, that they marched nearly 06 
miles in 21 hours. 

On the 27th of February, a detachment of 150 men^ 
under Capt. Langham, left the Rapids for the purpose of 
destroying the Queen Charlotte, near Maiden ; ^ ice 
was found too far decayed to accomplish the elijeet of 
the expedition. 

On the 15th of April a desperate rencontre took place 
on the Miami, a few miles below fort Meigs, between 
ten Frenchmen, from the river Raiisin, and about an 
equal number of Indians. Both parties were in canoes^ 
mjd they maintained the figiit till the greater part on 
both sides were either kitted oy 'wo>3lxv^^^. 
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The army were row engaged incessantly in strength* 
ening the {xosts of Fort Meigs, Upper Sandusky, and 
F6rt Stephenson. General Harrison left the anny for 
the purpose of consulting with Gov. M^gs, and for 
expediting the march of reinforcements. No event of 
moment occurred during the remainder of 'tiie winter. 

The term of service of the greater part of the inili<- 
tia composing the northwestern army, having expired, 
iiew levies, from Ohio and Kentucky, wei« ordered on 
to supply their places. But these not arriving in 
season, the Pennsylvania biigade volunteered their 
services for another month, tf> defend Bort Meigs,which 
was menaced with an attack. This conduct was the 
more honorable, as this corps had undergone incredible 
liardships during the winter, in dragging artillery and 
stores from Sancjusky to the I^picjs,* 

* A private in the Petersburgh volunteers, draws tlie 
following picture of a soldier's life : It describes the 
march ol nis company at the time of Winchester's de- 
feat.—!-^* On the second day of our march a courier ar- 
rived from Gen. Harrison, ordering the artillery to ad- 
vance with all possible speed 5 this was rendered totally 
impossible by the snow which took place, it being a 
complete swamp nearly all tlie way. On the eveninff 
of the same day news arnved that Gen. Harrison had 
retreated to Portage river, 18 miles in the rear of tlie 
encampraent at the liapids. As many men as could b6 
spared determined to proceed immediately to reinforce 
him. It is unnecessary to state tliat we were among 
the first who wished to advance. At 2 o'clock the next 
ynorning, our tents were struck, and in half and hour 
•we were on the road. I will candidly confess, that on 
that day I regretted being a soldier. On tliat day, we 
marched thirty miles under an incessant rain ; and I 
am afraid you will doubt my veracity when I tell you, 
that in 8 miles of tlie best of the road^ \\. ^^^V.xsj^Vs^^'t 
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On the 20th of April, Gen. Harrison returned to 
Fort Meigs, and began to prepare for the approaching 
storm. ' Patroling parties were frequently sent out to 
discover the movements of the enemy, who had been 
discovered on the margin of the lake. 

On the 26th the advance of the enemy made its ap- 
pearance on the opposite shore,and after recorinoitering 
a few minutes, withdrew. On the 2Tih they returned, 
but were soon made to retire by the balls from the fort. 
Ever since the General had arrived irt cfimp, the greatest 
diligence was displayed by the officers and soldiers. 
Fortifications of various descriptions were carried on 
with unparalleled exertions. Every moment of thfe 

r 

the knees, and often to the middle. The Black Swamp 
(4 miles from Portage river, and 4 in the extent) would 
have been considered impassable by all but men deter- 
mined to surmount every difficulty to accomplish the 
object of their march. In this swamp you lose sight of 
terra firma altogether — ^the water was about 6 inches 
deep on the ice, which was very rotten, often breaking 
through to the depth of four or five feet. 

<< The same night we encamped on very wet ground, 
but tlie driest that could be found, the rain still continu- 
ing. It was with difficulty we could raise fires ; we had 
no tents, our clothes were wet, no axes, nothing to cook 
in, and very little to cat. A brigade of paclc horses 
being near us, we procured from them some fiour, killed 
a hbff, (there being plenty of Hiem along the road ;) our 
bread was baked m the ashes, and the pork we broiled 
on the coals — a s»vpeter meal I never partook of. When 
we went to sleep* it was on two logs laid close to each 
other, to kecj) our bodies from the damp ground. 
G )od God ! w licit a pliant being is man in adversity. 
Tne loftiest spirit that ever inhabited the human breast, 
would have been tamed amid the difficulties that sur- 
rounded us." 
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General was occupied in directing the works. II<* cid- 
^eci^d the men in almost masterly and doqueiit man. 
uer on the isLtuatlon in which the fortnne of war liad 
jplaced them, and of the importance of every man's 
being vigilant and industrious at his post. TluA address 
converted every man into a liero : iiinspir^d them with 
fi zealy courage ^nd patriotism never, surpftssed. 

On the 28th the enemy commenced a very brisk fire 
of small arms — ^in the evening the Indians were con- 
veyed over the river in boats and rfurrounded the f^arri- 
son in every direction. Several of Col. Hall's drjigoons 
volunteered to reconnoiter the enemy's camp, but he- 
fore they had got far from the fort they v/ere fired on 
by the Indians and compelled to return. 

On the 29th the siege began in earnest, all communi- 
cation witli the other post was cut off. 'i'hc firing was 
kept up the whole day. The enemy had progressed 
so far in the construction of their batteries during the 
llight, tliat tiiey afforded them sufficient protection to 
work by day light. A man was this day mortally 
wounded as he was standing near the general. 

April 30— .the besieged kept up a well directed fire 
againsf the enemy's batteries and considerably impeded 
their progress. Boats filled witli men were seen to 
pass to the fort Meigs side of t\\e river ; this induced 
the General to believe that their intention M'fts to draw 
his attention to their batteries, and to surprise and stor>n 
the camp in the rear. Oixiers were therefore given for 
one third of the men to be continually on guard, and the 
remaining two thirds to sleep with their muskets in 
their arms, and to be constantly prepared, at a mo- 
ment's warning, to fly to their posts. These order;^ 
were strictly obeyed, and every duty perfoni.c-l 

1 
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ivith cheerfulness. Notwithstanding the incessant 
fire of the enemj, the men were obliged to go to 
the river for ' water every night ; the well not being 
finished. Several of the men were this day wounded 
and the General being continually exposed, had several 
narrow escapes. During the night the enemy towed up 
a gun boat near the fort and fired at point blank shot 
for some time, but without effect. They retired from 
this position as soon as it was light enough for our gun* 
ners to see her. 

The grand traverse was now completed, as .well as 
t»eTeral small ones in various directions. The fire from 
the garrison was begun with effect. Oiiring tlie day 
(May 1st) the enemy fired 256 times from" their gun 
batteries. Their 24 pound shot passed through the 
pickets without cutting them down. Our gunners silen- 
ced one of their pieces several times* lliey did not 
fire so rapidly as the enemy, bat with a better aim ; 8 
of the Ameri'?an8 were wounded this day ; a bullet 
struck tiie seat on which the General was sitting, and a 
volunteer was at the same time wounded a? he st#od 
directly opposite to him. 

On the 2d of May both parties commenced firing very 
early with bombs and balls, and continued it very brisk- 
ly all day. Our troops had I killed and 10 wounded, 
besides several others slightly touched with Indian bul- 
lets. The enemy this day fired 457 cannon shot. 

The next day commenced with a very brisk and fierce 
firing of bombs and cannon balls, and continued at in- 
tervals all day» They opened two batteries upon the 
fort, which they had established on this side of the riyert 
within 950 yards of the rear right angle of tlie camp, 
•ne of which was a bomh battery^ An Indian, who had 
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ascended a tree, shot one of our men through the head, 
and six were killed hj the enemy's bomhs. They fired 
516 times during the day, and 4T times during the niglit. 

It rained yery hard on the 4th' which retarded the 
fire of the besiegers. A nifew battery Was discovered 
erecting on this side of the river, in the satrie direction 
witli th« others, and traverses were commenced to guard 
against them. Several were killed and wounded. 
Lieut. Gwyhn kilted a British oflicer on this side tlie 
river with a rifle. 223 shots were fired this day. ' ' 

On the 5th the enemy kept up a feeble fire, but their 
bombs killed three of our men. Early in the day an 
offiieer arrived from Gen. Clay, with the welcome news, 
tiiat a reinforcement of about 1200 Kentuckians under 
bis command, were deiscending the river in 18 flat bot- 
lomed boats, at a short distance ; whsreupon General 
Harrison dispatched Capt. Hamilton with oidei-s for 
6en. Clay to detach about 800 men from his brigade,, 
who were directed to land at a point tn the left bank of 
flie river, about a mile and a half above the foii, and 
march from thence to tlie British batteries, (^ take pos- 
session of their cannon, spike <hem, cut down their 
carriage^ and return to their boats." 

The order of descending the river iu boats, was iht 
same as the order of march in the line of battle, in solid 
c^olumn, each officer taking position according to his 
rank. Col. Dudley, the eldest colonel led the van. 
Sen. Clay ordered CoL Dudley to take the men in the 
t^velve firet boats and execute the orders of Gen. Hani- 
Eon. The detachment landed and stormed the British 
batteries with a trifling loss. They spiked the oa&non 
and took several prisoners. The principal force of the 
eaemy near the batterieis were Indiians. A skirmshiu.^ 
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was commenced and continued for x considerable, 
length of time, until the main bodj of the British wha 
were encamped nearly a milein the rear of the hattenee 
come up and cut off Uie retreat of the detachment A 
severe cimfliet ensued * which, however, soon termi- 
nated in the capture of the greater part of the detach- 
TfLQuL About 150 ejected their escape to the river.- 
'^rhe others were either killed wounded or taken. Col, 
Dudley was among the killed. . In his: last moments he 
displayed the most heroic firmness. Being severely 
wounded in the action in the leg and temple and iidnt 
with the loss of blood, he requested a soldier to give 
him a gun and to leave lum. When the Indians came, 
lip, he fired apd killed one of them 5 tliey rushed u^n< 
him and with their tomahawks dispatched him in a most 
cruel .manner, cutting off his legs and aims andh0wiB|P 
his body to pieces. 

The prisoners were conducted to the enclosure of 
the old British fort and being but feebly guarded ihe^ 
Indians broke in upon them and. tomahawked a number^ 
It is said that two of the British soldiers were killed In 
attempting to defend them. It is certain that Tecumseh : 
e^werted himself in arresting the massacre and aetukllj 
buried his tomahawk in the skull of a Chippeway chief. 

After the retreat of the British from before Fert 
Meigs, General Harnson caused the battle ground on 
the left bank of the Miami, to be carefully examined, 
aiid after a diligent search, only 45 bodies of Col. Dud- 
ley's men could be found, but these were horribly mu- 
tilated.. 
, AViule Col. Dudley was storming the Bnti'sh batteries, 
i^cn. Clay landed on the right bank, a little above the 
fort. Before he laiuied he received a warm fire from 
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the Indians who had collected for preventing hi» getting 
into the fort. After landing, lus men could easily hare . 
made the fort, hut anxious to evince their bravery, they 
neglected to secure their sick and hajKrase and went in 

o Co o 

pursuit of the Indian!^, who purposely recreated t!ie 
better to lure our men to destruction. Gen. Hasrison 
pei'ceiving their danger, directed Major Ball to sally 
from the fort for the purpose of stopping the pursuit 
and escorting them in $ he succeeded, but not till after 
the Indians had gained the boats, tomahawked the sick 
and plundered the baggage. 

The same dav several successful sorties were made 
against the enemy's works on the right bank below the 
fort. The scirtic on the left or on the margin of the river 
Vras led by Col. John ^filler, of the 19th Infantry ; with 
a mixed force of volunteers and regulars, not exceeding 
350 men, he overthrew twice his numbers of British and 
Indians. 

Oil the riglit the enemy had erected' batteries witl:in 
point blank shot of the fort. Immediately belotvthc 
for^ is a deep gully 5 at the head of this, and at the 
distance of 400 yards werfe stationed 200 British regu- 
lars and a host of Indians for the protection of the ar- 
tillerists at the guns. A detachment from the garrison 
ascended the gully unperceived, until tliey were with- 
in a few yards of the enemy, when they opened a de- 
structive tire, carried the batteries, dispersed the enemy 
^nd made 50 pnsoners. 

Fron^ the 6th to the t)th, there was no fu-idg. Flags 
of' truce paiascd and repassed between tlie two armies. 
An exchange of prisoners took place. The Kentucky 
militia taken on the Michigan sjdc of the river weid 
sent by. the enemy to Huron, in order loj'ctimi homt 
^y that joufe. ' 12 ^"^^ ^ ^-.^ 
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Ou the morning of the 9th, the enemy comnieHced 
tl.eir march down tlie Miami, after having been before 
Oie place 14 days, during which they had discharged 
&t the works 1800 shells and cannon balls, besides 
Keeping up an almost incessant fire of small arms. 
The Indians were the first to leave the grtntid, being 
greatly dissatisfied from the severe loss they had sus- 
tsiined in the several actions on the 5th» They were 
far more numerous than tlieir white allies.* 

The defence of Fort Meigs will rank in history a^ 
mong the most bnlliant achievements of the war, as 
wcU on account of the obstinacy of the defence, as the 
daring and successful execution of tlie different socties. 

The situation of the garrison was suffieient to dampen 
the ardor and unman the energies of less determined 
men. Great quantities of rain fell during the siege. 
The soil within the pickets being clay, the constant 
treading of men and horses reduced the whole area of 
tiie fort to the consistence of mortar, half leg deep; and 
tjie frequent bursting of shells caused the mud to fly in 
showers and in every direction, giving to the officers 
and men the appearance of an assemblage of brick- 
makers. J^ 

* <^ I am unable to form a correct estimate of the en- 
emy's force. The prisoners varied much in their ac- 
counts ; those who made them least, stated the regulars 
at 560, and militia at 800 ; but tlie numbers of the In- 
dians were, beyond comparison, greater than have ever 
beea brought into the field before ; numbers arrived 
after the siege commenced. I have caused their camps 
on the southeast side of the river to be particularly ex- 
iimined, and the general opinion is, that there could not 
kave been fewer on that side than 1000 or 1200; they 
were indeed the efficient force of the enemy." Sx' 

^ tract f Torn Oen. BartUon^s official diMpatchfJIfay 13. 
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Skep was almost a stranger to tiie camp. Every 
precaution was taken to prevent surprise. One tkird of 
the army was always on guard-*-often the whole were 
at their post. 

The vigilance, activity and constant exposure to dan- 
ger, of the commander in chief, had the best effect upon 
the spirit of the troops; 

Numerous feats of individual heroism were perfonh« 
ed. Geu. Harrison has already made known to the na« 
tion many of the brave men who distinguished them* 
selves.* 

* The following general orders will best give tlie 
names of the most conspicuous actors. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
Head ((narters^ Fort Meigs, 9th May, t8l3. 

The information received by the general, and the 
movements of the enemy indicating their having aban- 
doned the siege of this post, the general congratulates 
his troops on having completely foiled their foeg, and 
put a st»p to tliat career of victory which has hitherto 
attended their arms. He cannot nnd words to express 
kis sense of the good conduct of tlie troops of every de- 
tciiption and of every corps, as well in sustaining and 
returning the heavy nre of the enemy, as for their as- 
siduity and patience in the performance of^ose la- 
borious duties which the occasion called for. Where 
merit was so general— -indeed, almost universal— it is 
difficult to discriminate. The general cannot, how- 
ever, omit to mention the names of those situa- 
tion gave them an opportunity of being more par- 
ticularly useful. From the long illness of Captain 
Gratiot, of the corps of engineers, the arduous and im- 
portant duties of fortifying the camp devolved on Capt. 
\Vood, of that corps. In assigning him the first palm 
«f merit, as far as it relates to the transactions within 
ihe works, the general is convinced that his decision 
wUl be awarded by every individual in the camp who 
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AfGer the raiftUig the siege of Foft Meigs, the plan of 
the aunpa%ii ^as chaDged upon tbe recommendalion of 
€&eii. Harrison. Veasels were building at Brie and 
boats at Cleveland ; until these were ready, it wa& 
determined to act on the defensive. 

witnessed his indefatigable exertion, Ids consummate 
skill in providing for the safety of every uoint, and in 
foiling every attempt of tlie enemy, and nis undaunted 
bravery in the performance of his duty in the most ex- 
posed situations. An unfortunate wound in the com* 
mencement of the siege deprived the general, after tllat 
time of the able services Maj. Stoddard, of the artillery, 
whose zeal and talents had been eminently useful. 
Capt. Gratiot, in the remissiov of a severe illnejis, took 
charge of a battery, and managed it with ability and ef- 
fect, Capt. Cushing, of the artillery, and Capt. Hall, 
of th^ irtk infantry, (but doing duty with the fonneF 
corps) M'ere extremely active and attentive to their 
post. Col. Miller and Maj. Todd, of the 19th U« 
S. infantry ; Majors Ball, of the dragoons, Sodwif^, 
end Maj. Ritzer, of the C)hio militia, and Maj^ohnson, 
of the Kentucky militia, rendered the most important 
f^ervices. To each of the above genilemcn,. as wellaa 
to each captain, subaltern, noncommissioned officer and 
private of their respective commands, the general giv^« 
HIS thanks and expresses his warmest approbation : al&o 
to Adjutant Brown, Mr. Peters, conductor of artillery^ 
Mr. I/ion, principal ailificer, Mr. Timbei'lee, and to 
Sergeants Henderson, Tommes and Meldrum, who sev- 
erally had charge of batteries atid block houses. The 
battery managed by Sergeant Henderson was, as the' 
enemy confessed, managed with peculiar efficacy and 
effect with respect to the sorties >vhich were made on 
the 5th iiistant. The subsequent information wliich has 
been received from the prisoners, has given tlie troops 
which were engaged on those occasions additioiuil 
claims upon the gratitude of their general. It is ascef- 
taiined that in boSi instances the enemy far outnumbei?e.d 
our iroops. The general gives his thanks to Brig. Gen. 
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On the tSth of May, Gen; liarridon havii^ left Gren. 
Clay in command of Fort Meigs, repaired to the inte-^ 
rior of the state of Ohio, to push en the recruiting set* 
vice and prepare for the ensuing cantpaJgn. 

Clay, for the promptitude with which the detachment 
of {ris hrrgade were landed, and the assiduity shown by 
liim in fonning them for the attack on the left. To 
Col. Boswell and Major Fleacher, for their gallantry 
and good conduct in leading tliem in the charge made 
on the enemy, and to Capts. Dudley, Simons and Med- 
calf, the subalterns, noncommissioned officers and pri- 
vates, for the distinguished valor with which they de- 
feated the enemy. The general has in the order of the 
6th inst, expressed his sense of the conduct of tlic reg- 
ular troops and volunteers, which were engaged in the 
sorties on the left flank, but he omitted to mention 
Capt Sebry -s company of Kentucky militia, whose gal-* 
lantry was not sui-passed by that of any companies wh.o 
fouglit by their side. The Pittsburgh Blues, led by Lt. 
M'Gec, in the illness of their gallant captain, sustained 
the reputation which they had acquired at Massissinwey. 
The Petersburgh volunteers and Lieut. Drum's detacn- 
iftemt, discovered equal intrepidity. To the detach- 
ih^nrts from the 17th and 19th U. S. regiments, under 
their respective commanders, Capts. Croghan, Bradford^ 
Langham, Elliott, and Nering, the honorable task was 
assigned of storming the British batteries, defended by' 
two dundred British grenadiers and light infantry, 
flanked by an host of Indians and two companies of 
Canadian militia. Col. Miller speaks in the highest 
terms of the captains before mentioned, and LieutenaatSr 
Campbell, Gwynn, Lee, Kercheval and Recs, and o( 
Kaiigiis Shep, Hawkins, tlanison, Mitchell and Stock- 
ton. The general requests Col. Miller, ]Maj. Todd, and 
each of the officers above named, togetlier with all thfc 
officers, noncommissioned officers and soldiers, who 
were engaged on the 5th inst. to accept liis thanks. 
The general is under the highest obligations to his staff 
for their conduct, as ^ell in the action of the 5th a« 
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In Jone information was received thai tiie eneoijr 
meditated an immediate attack on Fort Meigs/ The 
d4th r^ment was then on its march to Sandusky ; the 
Greneral heing at Franklinton, followed the regiment , 
and overtaking it near the Seneca towns, selected 300 
of the most active men, and made a forced march to 
Fort Meigs. The hlack swamp was then in a state to 
lender marching the most toilsome ; the mud was half 
leg deep, and so stiff that it required gf eat exertion ia 
disengage the foot from it. The Colonel, Anderson, 

for the assistance he received from them throughout the 
siege. Major Hukill, the acting inspector general, dis^ 
tingnished himself hy his assiduity in forwarding the 
part of our works which was most necessary and which 
was most exposed to the fire of the enemy. From 
Major Graham, his aid de cam|>---his volunteer aid de 
camp, J.Johnson, esq. and from Lieut. O'Fallon, acting 
assistant adjutant general, as well as from the deputy 
quarter master, Mr. Eubank, he received the greatest 
assistance. 

It rarely occurs that a ^neral has to complain of the 
excessive ardor of his men, yet such appears always to 
be the case whenever the Kentucky militia are engaged. 
It is indeed the source of all their misfortunes. They 
appear to think that their valor can alone accomplish a- 
ny thinff. The general is led to make this remark from 
tiie conduct of capt. Dudley^s company of the regi- 
ment, as he has understood that that gallant officer was 
obliged to turn his espontodh against his company to o- 
blige them to desist from a furmer pursuit of the ene- 
my, in compliance with an order from the geneial* 
$uch temerity, altho' not so disgraceful, is scarcely less 
fatal than cowardice. And in the instance above, had 
it been pelrsisted in, would have given a different result 
to the action, as the whole of the enemy^s forces which 
were placed near the batteries would have been precip- 
stated up«a the rear of our detachment* The pursuit 
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and the Lieut. Col. Gaines,^ dismounted from their 
horses and alternately led the regiment. So great was 
the ardor of the oiEcers and men, that notwithstanding 
this state of the road, they reached Fort Meigs early on 
the second evening of their departure from Fort Bally a 
distance of nearly fifty miles. 

At this period Col. Johnson arrived at the fort with 

being stopped, allowed time for a new disposition under 
cover of our cannon, and the enemy's batteries were at- 
tacked and carried without difficulty. 

(A copy.) JOHIST O'FALLON, 

Acting Ass. Adj. Gen. 

■OFFICIAL. 

Return of the killed and wounded in the siege of Camp 
Meigs, and the several sorties of the 5m inst. 

Killed. Wounded. JiggregaU» 
U. S. artillery, 
U. S. infantry, 
U. S. dragoons, 
Kentucky militia, 
Ohio militia, 
12 mo. volunteers, 
Detachment of U. 
S. infantry, 

Total, 81 189 269 

REMARKS. 

Majors Stoddard and Hukill — the former died of liis 
wounds, the latter slightly w^ounded. 

Sixty four of the above were killed in the sorties^ and 
124 wounded: the balance, 81, killed and wounded 
mthin the fortified camp. J.O'FALLON, , 

Acting assistant adjutant generaf. 

Note. — ^The above return does not include thos^ 
killed OR the left bank^ under Col. Dudlejr. 

• Since General. 
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his mounted regiment bj the route of Ae Aux G]aize 
river, and was sent to tlie river Kaisin to obtain intelli- 
gence. Three Frenchmen were taken and brou^t to 
the fort, from whom it was understood that the enemy 
were making preparations for some enterprize ; but it 
was not known against what point it would be directed. 
The General supposed it most probable that the attack 
would be made upon Erie^ Cleveland or Sandusky. 

The 300 men of the 24th regiment were left at Fort 
Meigs. On the 30th of June the Qeneral set cttit for 
Cleveland attended by an escort from Johnson^s regi- 
ment, and*directed the remainder to follow him. 

At lower Sandusky, he met with Ball's squadron, 
irhkh had been ordered from the interior of Ohio upon 
the first information of tlie expected invasion. The 
General believed that the enemy would attack Cleve- 
land rather than Fort Meigs, in order to destroy the 
boats building thene, and possess themselves of a cousid- 
erable magazine of flour which had been collected there 
by the contractor. He therefore proceeded to that 
point to make arrangements for its de&nce. Major 
Jcssup commanded at Cleveland^ with one company of 
artillery and two of militia. Ball's squadron and a 
company of 12 month's regulars, were also ordered 
there. A small furt was erected, and theboats sunk or 
moved high up tlie Cay^hoga. Johnson's regl|ient 
0f mounted volunteers were placed at Huron, nearly 
mid way between Sandusky and Cleveland, that they 
luight go to the assistance^ of either place as c.ircum- 
8tancc9 should require. 

While these -arrangements were making upon the 
shores of lake Erie, Generals M'Arthur^and Cass were 
actively employed in recruiting two regiments of 19> 
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nurnths volunteem in the more populottd parts of the 
Btaie of Ohio. 

No enemy appearing at Clerdand, the h«ad quarter* 
of the General were tranferred to Seneca town on t!ic 
Sandusky. 

' At this place the General heN a council witlt a num« 
ber of Indian Chie&f to whom he made three distinct 
propositions : 

1, To take up arms in behalf of the United States. 

2, To remore within our settlements and remain 
neutral, or 

3, To go to the enemy and place themselves under 
their protection. 

After a short consultation they accepted tlic first, and 
prepared to accompany our troops in the invasion of 
Canada. Shortly afterwards they joined the army to 
the number of 200. But the Indians' in the British in* 
terest continued to make inroads into the settlements 
and committed frequent murders. A party from Mai' 
den coasted down the lake as far as cold creek, where 
they killed, scalped and made prisoners one man, three 
women and nine childr'en. 

An event took place, however, which had a salutary 
influence in repressing their audacity. Col. Ball with 
22 of his cavalry were descending the Sandusky a few 
miles below Seneca town, when a band' of 18 Indian 
warriors, who had placed themselves in ambush for the 
purpose of killing the mail carrier, fired upon his party. 
Col. Ball instantly charged upon them and drove theoi 
from a copse of hazlenut bushes. The ground was favor- 
able for cavalry, and the Indians finding neither mercy 
nor tlic possibility of escape, gave a whoop and fought 
desperately until the whole of tkeic jwty ^<5c^ cia*.<5k 

K 
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piecep. Cq}. Unjl was ^t one time opposed in persons) 
contest to an Indian of gigantic stature ; it was adoubt-s 
ful and d^sperat^ struggle ^ life was i^t Sitake $ both ex- 
erte4 tQ the utmost, when a dexterous thrust of the 
sword terminated the contest in the death of thelndian, 
Aft^r this terrible example) not an Indian yf^ seei) on 
the east side of th^ Sandi^skj \n qi^ost of plunder ancj 
blood. 

Th^e regiment of Ceil. Johnson, with the exception of 
100, whom Gen. Harrison dismounted, retired into the 
interior of Oliio, for the purpose of recruiting theif 
horses. Col. BalPft s^ua^pn were $d&o dismounted, 
to act as infantry. 

Qn the first of August Gen. Proctor made his appear- 
anc 5 before fort Stephenson, 18. iniles above the mouth 
of the riv^r Sandusky. His troops consisted of 500 
regulars and ?ibo.ut 700 Indians of th^ mpst ferocious 
kind, lliere were but 138. effective men in tlie garrison 
and the works covered one acre of ground. Major 
George Croghan comnaanded the place, 1'\ie pickets 
were about ten feet high, surrounded by- a ditch with a 
block house at each angle of the fovt ; one of whicl^ 
contained a six pounder; thi^ was the exact state of 
the post, at the time the enemy appeared. Tlie first 
movement made by the'cnemy, was to malie such a dls- 
|iosition of hia forces, as to prevent the escape of the 
jjarrlson^ if they should be disposed to attempt it. He 
then ijent Coi. Klliot with a flag, to Remand the surren- 
der of the fori, jje was met by ensign Shipp. , The 
iiritiffh officer observed, that Gen. Proctor had a num? 
ber of cannon,, a large body of re^gular. troops, and so 
ijfijiny ludij^ns v;lio;r/it was imposfuble to control, and if 
Irir.for*. w.i«i tah'^n.ai it njVct lie.' the wbule of the p-'arri- 
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tdA Would he massacred. Shipp answered, that it was 
Ihe determination of Major Crogjhanv his officers and 
inen, to defend the garrison or be buried in it, and that 
Aej might do their bestt Col. Elliot addressed Mr; 
Shipp again ; «^ Vou are a fine young man ; I pitj jour 
situation $ for God's s^e surrender, and prevent tiie 
dreadful slaughter which must follow resistance.*' 
Shipp turned from him with indignation, and ^ as imme*^ 
diatfely taken hold of by an Indian, who attempted i% 
wrest his sword from hinw Major Croghan observing 
what passed, called to Shipp to come into the fort, Mhich 
was instaiitly obeyed and the tragedy commenced. The 
firing began from the gun boats in- the river, and Mas 
Kept up during the liight. At an early hour the next 
Aiorning^ three sixes^ which had been planted during 
the night within 250 yards of the pickets, began to play 
upon the fort, but with Uttic efl'ect. About 4 P. M. all 
the enemy's guns were concentrated against the north 
western angle of the fort, for the purpose of making a 
breach. To counteract the effect of tlieiv fire, Col. 
Croghan caused that point to be sti'cugthened by meaner 
«f bags of flour, saud and other matoiials, in such a 
mannerthat the picketing sustained little or no injury. 
But the enemy Eupposii^ that their fire had sufiiciently 
shattered the pickets, advanced to tlie number of v;0, 
to storm the place, at the same time making two feiiita 
on different points. . The column which advanced 
against the north western angle, were so completely en« 
vdoped in smoke, as not to be discovered until it had 
approached within IS or 20 paces of the supposed 
breach, but the men being all at their posts, aii'l ready 
to receive it, commenced so heavy and galling a fire as 
to ^ow Ike column into confuston, but being ojiickW 
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tallied, Lxeut. CoL S)iort, the leader of the eblamu ex* 
f laimcd^ << come on my brave fellows, we will pvt the 
damn'd jankee rascals no quarters," and immediately 
leapt into the ditch, followed by his troops ; as soon a» 
the ditch was entirely filled by the assailants. Major 
Croghao ordered the six pounder, which had been mask* 
ed in the block house, to be fired. It had been loaded 
with a double charge of musket balls and slugs. This: 
j^ece completely raked the ditch from end to end. The. 
first fire levelled the one half in death ; the second ami 
tliird either killed or wounded every one except deven, 
who were covered by the dead bodies. At Ae same 
time, the fire of the small arms was so incessant and 
destructive, that it was in vain the British officers exj&rted 
themselves to lead on the balance of the column ; it 
retircdin disorder under a shower of shf^t, and sought 
safety in an adjoining wood. The loss of the British iA 
killed was about 150^ besides a number of their MitM 
were killed. The Americans had but one killed and 
seven slightly wounded. Early on the morning of the 
Sd, the enemy retreated, down the river, after having 
abandoned considerable baggage, and a gun boat laden 
with cannon ball. 

The retreat of Proctor was precipitate. It is difficult 
to jKcount for hi&leaving a gun boat in the possession of 
the victors, as it was not exposed to the fire of the fort* 

Just as the enemy were surrounding the fort two 
Americans were approaching from the ea8t,4)n the oppo- 
site side of the river. One of them was shot down % 
the other attempted to escape, but was pursued and 
made prisoner. lie was taken before Gen. Proctor and 
interrogated respecting the number of the -troops in the 
fort II9 repUed; iksA it did not exceed * 150 men« Af* 
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^ter ike defeat of the enem j, he ^as agam remanded 
before the British General, who charged him with wilful 
deception, and declared that there was more thaa 
SOOO men ifi garrison at thettme of ^m attack : where- 
upon the prisoner - was given up to the Indians to be 
disposed of in their own way; and the fact, the dam* 
ning fact, that this unfortunate man fell a martyr to 
truth and a victim to the iiamcfs, rests on the concux-rent 
testimony of several deserters, and the circumstance 
that the horrible ceremonial of burning prisoners was 
twice celebrated shortly after tlie repulse of the ehemy 
at Fort Stephenson. 

The American garrison was composed of regulars, 
recruited in Ohio and Kentucky, or as John Randolpk 
would say, " picked up at Gin shops.' ' Yet a finer set of 
inen is not to be found in the service ; they are asi con- 
spicuous for humanity, as for courage. This is pnoved 
hy their unceasing attention 'to the wounded enemy 
after their discomfiture. Ihinng the nig^t they kindly 
received into the fort all those that .were able to crawl 
to the fatal port hole. To those who Mere unable to 
move, they threw canteens, of water and blankets. The 
<lay after the action, they oven parted with a great part 
of their necessary .clothing to aUeviate the^ sttfteFi]q;s 
of the wounded enemy. 

■ The only American killed in tliefort ffas a boy. 14 
years of age. He raised his arm above the pickets in 
-defiance of the ea^my ; a cannon; ball stniok it a^d 
tore 1^ from his body, and the poor fellow. ^survived -.but 
It few moments. :<» ■ 

A soldier was at the same, time wounied.,;-, unable to 
«tand, he desired a Lieutenaiit to reaoh him.a gu^i that 
he mi<^tfipe on the enemjc 
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The sick.(Miiigltt''the Bpirit of their comrtdea, and 
crawled to- the |Mcket8 where they loaded the sapernu- 
nerarj piece* for the others to fire. 

There are eefeM offioers^ who equallj with Major 
Croghan desenre great credit for the part thej took in 
the defence of the fort When the j were asked b j tl^ 
Major, if thej were willing to defend the fort ; thej 
nnanimousl J answered ^' yes, we will perish sooner than 
surrender.^' The names of the most conspicuous are 
Capt. J. Hunter, Lieut Benjamin Johnson, cousin to 
Cot R. M. Johnson, and Ensign Shipp. The zeal and 
industry of these officers cannot be surpassed. 

The ditch into which the enemy rushed, and which 
was raked by the six pounder, exhibited after the action 
a frightful spectacle. The blood literally stood in 
puddles at the bottom 5 in some places several inches 
deep. 

The front side of the block house against which the 
British and Indians directed their principal fire, was 
covered withballet holes. In the gable end alone, the 
writer of this volume counted upwards of 150 impres* 
aiohs of cannon and musket shot 

While Proctor and Dixon invested Fort Stephenson, 
Teeumseh with about tvro thousand Indian Warriors 
approached fort Meigs. They hovered around tiie place 
for several-days attempted to play off a ruise ife guerre 
-npon ihe|;arri8on. They commenced a sham tight in 
^Ae wood^' about half a mile from the fort, in the direc - 
-titfn^ ItOwer Sandusky ; the fir^ was kept up with 
great vivacity for some time; at intervals one .party 
' would appear to slacken fire and retreat This was done 
to induce our men to believe that a reinforcement from 
Sandusky was endeavoring t^ fight its way into the fotik 



THE LATE WAR. 115 

The troops in tUe garrison could scarcely be persuaded 
but that there was a real battle, and wei-e aniious to 
saUy out to assist their supposed friends. But Gen. 
Clay was not to be decievod by stratageiin. The Indians 
finding that their finesse did not succeed, raided the 
blockade and repaired to Maiden; . . 

When the news of the approach of Proctor to Fort 
Stephenson and of Tesumseh to* fort Meigs, reached 
Gov. Meigs, he made a most spirited appeal to the 
patriotic people of Ohio. Such was its effect tliat 15,000 
Yolunteers were immediately in motion to rtpcl the 
invaders. Fortunately their services were not required. 
. The tide of victory began now to set with a strong 
current in favor of tlie American arms. On the lOtK 
September, Commodore Perry captured the whole 
British force on Lake Erie. This victory removed the 
principal barrier to the conquest of Maiden and the re- 
covery d£ >the MichiganlTerritory, and was the signal 
for active offensive operations. 

Immediately ail was bustle and preparation. Tlie 
jQeneral began to concentrate his forces at the mouth 
of Portage river. Gov. Selby was on his march to join 
him with 4000 volunteers from Kentucky. General 
M' Arthur had arrived at Fort Meigs. Gen. Cass had 
also rciachod.Upper SandUsky. Col.* Hill with a regiment 
6f Pennsylvania volunteers was advancing from Erie. 
In short about TOGO men were in motion for the iong 
delayed invasion of Canada. T}ie greatest activity 
was. visible in camp. Boats were collected ; beef jerk- 
ed ; bread baked, and the superfluous baggage secured 
•in J>lock houses^ 

On the 17th SeptembeF, Gov. Selby at the head of 
4000; volunteers from Kex&t\icky arriv^ at the Q>#uth of 
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Portage. This formidable corps were all movBted ; but 
it was deemed best for them to act as infantry. In or- 
der to secure their horses against escape^ it was only 
necessary to build a substantial log fence from Sandnriiy 
Bay to Portage river, about two miles distant from eacb 
other ; this done, the horses Ifvcre provided with a lux- 
urient natural pasture of nearly 100,000 acres. The 
number of horses left on the' Peninsula, during the ab- 
sence of the army in Canada, was upwards of 5000, for 
the most part, of the first size and condition ! 

On the 20th, General M' Arthur's brigade, from fort 
Meigs, joined the main body at Portage,- after a fati- 
guing march of three days down the lake coast, and 
through a part of the immense prairie that skirts the 
southern shore of lake Erie from Portage river to witliin 
a few railcs of Brownstown. In this toilsome march, 
the guides often lost the point of direction as they were 
struggling with the thick and lofty grass that impeded 
their progi'ess. Frequently it became necessary, to 
hoist a soldier until liis feet rested upon the shoulders 
of another, before he could get a view above the top of 
the grass to ascertain their course. 

Col. Johnson's re^ment remained-at Fort Meigs,. but 
hid orders to approach Detroit by land. 

Such of Col. HilPs Pennsylvania detached. militia as 
chose not to cross into Canada, were ordered to guard 
the British prisoners, taken by Com. Perryy to Chili- 
cothe. ' The different posts on the American side of 
the lake were left in charge of the Ohio militia. Fort 
Meigs was reduced in its picketing from 8 acres to !• 
About 500 Kentucky volunteers remained on the Penin* 
sulato guard the hories and stores. 

Ev4^j thing being now ready,' the embarkation of tbe 
ifoops commenced at tlie dvwu of day, on the Slst. 
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If or the want of a sufficient number of boats Rot mo'rt 
than one third of the army could embark at once. 

There 18 a range of islands extending from the head 
of ihe Peninsula, to Maiden. These islands render iK<S 
jxarigation safe^ and afforded the army tonrenient de« 
pots for baggage and stores, as well as halting placed. 

Fut-in-^bay island, sixteen miles from Portage, wa§ 
selected by the general as the first point of rendezvous | 
the first stage in his passage across the lake« TUe 
w<sather was favorable* As soon as the first division of 
boats reached the island^ men were immediately detach-* 
ed to take back the boats for a fresh load. 8ut:h wa^ 
the eagerness of the men to accelerate the embarkatioii 
of the whole army, that they in mostf cases, anticipatfe'J 
this regulation by volunteering their services to return 
with ilfe boats. Every one courted fatigiiel 

The fleet of coctimodore Perry, was busily engaged in 
transpoiling the baggage of the army. In tbe course of 
the 2^, the whole' army had gained the island, and en^ 
•tamped on the margin of the bay, which forms oearly a 
semicircle. ' 

The Lawrence and the six prize ships, oaptured fronL 
the enemy, were at anchor in the center of the bay, and 
in full view. " With what delight did the troops contem- 
plate this interesting spectacle I The curiosity of tW 
troops was amply. indulged; every one was permitted 
to go on board the prizes to view the effect of the batde. 
The men were highly pleased witK this indulgence of 
the General and the Clommodore. Tlie scene was cal- 
culated to inflame their military ardor which was visible 
in every countenance. 

The army was detained in Put-in-bay during the 28d' 
and 24th by unfavorable winds. u t\v^ %Mi\^ ^ ^^\^vc^ 
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df the regular forces was shot for desertioii. lit bail 
deserted three timi^ | had heen twice before condemned 
to suffef death, and as often pardoned ; he met his fate 
with stoical indifference, but it made a Terj sensible 
impression on the troops. Two platoons fired on him 
at the distance of five paces^ and perforated bis bodj 
like a sieve«* 

On the 25th the kttnj ilgaiii embarked pftrtlj in boats 
and partly, on board the fleet, to take a nearer posi^on 
to the Canadian shores The flotilla arrived a little.be- 
fore sunset, at & small island called the EasUn SisUri 
18 miles from Maiden aiid t from thd coast TMs 
Ijsiand does not contain more th^n three acres, aad the 
tnen had 6carc.^ij room to sit dowui 
- On the 26th the wind blew fresh, it became necessar/ 
to haul up the boats, to prevent their staving. Th^ 
General and Cdiamodore in the Ariel, made a ^econ-^ 
nioissanteof the enemy's coast and approached 'nvithin 
t short distance of Maiden* Capt. Johnvtg was dis'' 
patched to apprize Col. Johnsoh of otit' pfdgreas« Gen« 
Cass, Col. Ball and Capt. M'Clelland w^a busy in 
arranging and numbering tlie boats. At sunset the lake 
had risen several feet \ indeed, such was the violence (tf 
the surf that many entertained serious fears that the 
greater part of the island would be inundated before 

* It is worthy of remark tliat but two soldiers wdrtf 
shot in the nora western army ; and so unfre(}uent was 
desertion^ 'that from the time. I joined it^ till its depar- 
ture from fort Oeorge, not a solitary instance occurred ; 
at least none came to my kAowledge, altliough I made 
frequent enquiries as to- the fact, l am not willing to 
attribute this fidelity to the public service, to the supe** 
Mr patrioiifMA of tne peo^e oi ^^ y;f^%V^ ^x ^ nicer 
sease of the force of moral o\A\ga.\jLOiia. T:\v^<i^>4.%^\^v*« 
iilentf the #fficera are g<ineiauy aXViii'Cts^ V.^ ^^^ ^^^ 
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morning. However, ibe wind subsided at twelve and 
relieved qur apprehensions. ! ; 

• On the 27th, ^t nine in the moming the army made 
its final embarkation* The day was fine, and a propi-. 
tious breeze made our pas3age a pleasing pastime. It 
was a sublime and delightful spectacle to behold IG ships 
of war and 100 boats filled with men, borne rapidly 
and majestically to the long sought shores qf the ene-. 
piy. '^he recollection of this day cap never be effaced 
from my memory. There was something truly gran4 
and animating in tlie looks of the men. There was an 
air* pf confidence in ev^ry countenance. Thf troops 
panted for p.n opportunity to rivs^l their navi^ brethreij^ 
YK feats of courage and skill, they sfsemed to envy the 
good fortune of our brave tars. They were ignorant of 
^he flight of the enemy, and confidently expected a 
fight $ indeed the belief was current among the troopi^ 
^at the .ef^^my were in great force ; for it was believf d 
that pixon's Indians, as well as Tecnmseli\ wer^ at 
Maiden. . . 

We landed; in perfect order of battle at, ^, P. M, 3 
miles below Maiden. The K^entucky yoluqteer^ form^^ 
the right wing. Ball's legion an^ th^ friendly Indians 
the center ; ^e rf gul^rs pn the Jeft, The troops were 
^most instantly in line and shortly comm^nce^ theic 
ijnarch, en eckellons for Maiden, T^e troops had been 
.drilled to marchiftg in and out- qf the bqats apd to fom- 
ing on thobeaph.. Every man knew his place ; and se 
yell were tliey masters qf this very necessary piece of 
service, that a company >^ould march intp ^ lH>at, de- 
l)ark .and form on tlie beach \r\ less than Que minute, 
}ind that too wjtho^t th^ least coufuaV^u. 
. As we apprqa<:hed MjddeTi, \n^^<iaLd ^i ^^ ^^ V^^ 
j^nd wary/liQOf of t^e In^l&ni't i^ guouip ^^ ^<j^^^ 
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Uultet advanced io meet us, and to implore siercy 
and protection. Thejr were met by GoYemor Shelby 
and CoL Ball wbo soon quieted their fear^ by assuring 
ftem that we came not to make war upon women and 
(children bi|t to protect theni. 

The army entered Maiden by several parallel streets 
fittA we marched through the town to the thunder of 
f^ FanJtee Doodle J^ 

' The ruins of the fort and the naval buildingis were 
still smoking. AH the loyal inhabitants followed the 
Bnttsh army in its retreat. The fort is surrounded by 
a deep ditch and two row? of heavy pickets : What 
cannon and small arms they were unable to carry away 
were -simk in the river. The enemy \n their haste had 
left an 18 pounder in this batteryt 

Three mile? above th^ fort is m Indiap village which 
m found deserted, and so suddenly, that many essential 
.artidea of Indii^n fprniture, such as br^ss kettles, were 
left in the houses. Here we procured a plentiful supply 
of green corn, potatoes, ^, This village was notbumtr 

In the evening aftsr our arrivjil at Maiden, Col. Ball 
dispatched an officer ami twenty meil*to prevent tiie 
enemy's destroying the bridge across the Aux Connards* 
The enemy were found on the bridge, having just set 
iSre to it. OUr party fired on them , they dispersed and 
4ie bridge was saved. 

Oil the ^th we passed the Aux Connards, and en« 
bamped two miles beyond the rivers in a neat French 
settlement. A small party of British horse shewed ' 
themselves at the bridge and then scampered off. 

Tlie next day we reached Sandwich at 2 o'clock in 
the afternoon."* At the same time time the fleet came 

J * T»'0 miles below Sandwich^ <^ne of Governor 3hel' 
hjr^i voiujiteers in the ftauV ^«r^<&&^^\«t%^ vD:\>diagi 



THE LATE WAR. Hi 

Uf the river to Detroit The General madt dispositions 
for passing the river. Governor Shelby's corps remain* 
«d at Sandwich, while Ball's legion and the brigade of 
Gen. M' Arthur passed over to Detroit. 

The Indians appeared in groupes, on the bank of the 
river below Detroit ; a few shots from the gun boat« 
caused them i/o disperse. 

The Indians did not leave Detroit till the boats con* 
taining the troops were halfway across the river. Just 
before we landed on the American side, the inhabitants 
hoisted the United States' flag amid the acclamations of 
thousands. The army were received by tlie inhabitants 
with demonstrations of unfeigned joy. They had suf- 
fered all that civilized and savage tyranny could inilicty 
save death. The Indians had lived at free quarters for 
several month^^ It was therefore natural for them to 
hail us as deliverers. 

The enemy had set fire to the buildings within the 
fort, but the walls and picketing remained entire. Th.e 
public store, a long brick building near the wharf was 
injured only in the roof, which our men soon repaired* 
In the course of the night there was an alarm in camp^ 
the fires were extinguished, and the men ordered to lie 
on their arms, 

at the distance of 200 yards, in tlie act of levelling; his 
. rifle at our men 5 he instantly left the ranks, made for 
the Indian and receive^} his hre ; the Indian retreated, 
but was closely pursued by ihe volunteer, who soon 
gained on his foe 5 he fired and brought hira to the 
ground ; but the Indian had previously reloaded: his 
piece, and in his turn fired on the volunteer, who receiv- 
ed the contents in his leff ; he was at tliis timet half a 
mile from his comrades 5 but did not retreat till lie hai 
• dispatched th^ wounded Indian and secureil hi3 seal]', 
which he b^e in triumph t'» his company. 

L 
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On the SOtli Col. Johnson's regiment anived 
Fort Meig8 : thej imm^diatel j commenced the pa 
of the river in boats 5* Gen. M' Arthur with the gr 
part of the regular troops was charged with the de 
of Detroit. It was the general opinion of the u 
tants that there were 1000 Indian warriors, under 
pot and Split Log, lurking in the woods betwee 
liver Rouge and Huron of Lake St. Clair. The ft 
Yj Indians took several prisoners in the imm€ 
vicinitv of Detroit, in less than two houx*s sIRi 
landed. 

On the 2d of October everj arrangement was 
pleted for pursuing the retreating British arm j v 
Thames. The force selected for this service, isrei 
mounted regiment of Col. Johnson, three compan 
Col. Ball's legion afud the principal part of Gov. Shi 
volunteers. 

From Sandwich to the Moravian towns is 84 i 
We found the roads for the most part good. The 
try h perfectly level. The advance of the troop 
^apid ; so much soj that wc leached tlie river Ri 
S5 miles from Sandwich, in the evening. The e 
had neglected to destroy th« bridge. Early in tlie 1 

* The entrance of the mounted regiment into D( 

presented a fine military spectacle. At 5J P. "St 

a4vancc of the column began to emerge from 

Fontaine, and were visible at the distance of 2 

from the town, The widtti and shoi-tne^s of the 

j^ave the military and citizens a full tiew of its appi 

iioth sides of the street for a considerable cfist 

^rdre lined with spectators, 'jiuldcnlv our ears c 

the thunder of 1100 horse in lull mo*tion. The ^ 

/•^•^//iieflt Vr'fls rapidly appic;\ci>\\ix', ;Nudin a moi 

it wag in th» iniQ?^i' of i»'^ii\)on V\\\\ ««Aiv\ev\vx.Tv.Vvu^^ 

^J^ order. ** 
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ingof theSd, the General proceeded \vith Johnsou^i 
regiment, to prevent the destrdction of the biidges over 
the different streams that fall into Lake St. ClaJr and . 
tbe Thames. These streams are deep and niuddj and 
4re uufordablo for a considerable distance into tli^ 
country. A Lieutenant of dragoons and 13 privates, 
who had been sent back by Gen. Proctor, to destroy tlie- 
bridges, were made prisoners near the mouth of tJie 
Xi^am^s ; from whom the General learnt that the enem}' 
4ad no certain information of our advance. 
. The bfiggage of the army was brought from Det|*oit 
in boatS; protected by a part of commodore Perry'?* 
squadron. In tlie evening the array arrived at Drake** 
farm, eight miles from the laouth of the Thames and 
encamped. This river is a fine deep stream, navigable 
for vessels of considerable bui then, after the passage 
of the bar at its mouth, over which there is generally 
seven feet wate*'. The gun boats could ascend as far 
as palson's, below which the country is one continued 
prairie, and at once favorable for cavalry movements 
and for the co-operation of the gun boats. Above Dal- 
«on's the aspect of the country changes ; the river, 
though still deep, is not more than 70 yards wide, and 
its banks high and woody. 

At Chatham, 4 miles from Dalson's and 16 from lake 
St. Clair, is a small deep creek, where we found t!i<j 
bridge taken up and the enemy disposed to dispute our 
passage, and upon the arrival of the advanced guard, 
x^ominenced a heavy lire from the opposite bank as well 
as a flank fire from the right bank of tlie river. Th^ 
iu:iny halted and formed in order of battle. The bridge 
was r€||>aired under the cover o( a. ^y^ Ic^iSi V^^ ^^^ 
pounders. Tbfi Indiaog did not r^V«fcv ^^ 'tix^ kS. «^ 
cannea and retired. Col. Jolmmv^ Wvw^ ^tw VV^xv^ 
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had seized tbc remains of a bridge at M'Gregor'8 Kills, 
under a heavj fire from the Indians. He lost on this 
occasion, 3 killed and 4 wounded. The enemy set fire 
to a house near the bridge containing a considerable 
^uantitj of muskets ; the flames were extinguished and 
the arms saved. At the first farm above the bridge we 
found one of the enemj's vessels on fire, loaded with 
arms and ordnance stores. Four miles hi^er up, the 
armj took a position for the night s here we found tw# 
other vessels and a large distillery filled with ordnance 
Mud other stores to an immense amount, in flames. Twe 
5M pounders with their carriages, were taken, aiid t 
large quantity of ball and shells of various sizes. 

'i'he araiy was put in motion early on the morning bf 
%\\e 5th. The General accompanied Col. Johnson ; 
Uov* bhclby fallowed with the infantry. This morning 
. v/ere captured 2 g;ui boats and several batteaux loaded 
witb piOvipioHii and anifliunltion. At 9 we had reached 
ArnoblV mllla, wlifeift there ig a fording placcj and the 
«nh one for a corieideralle di.Uance. Here the armjc 
rrosicd to tue right bank : the mounted regimout fording, 
and the inrantry in ihe captured boats. The pas£ag< 
though retarded for want ofa sufficient number of boats, 
wa:^ conipletedby twelve. 

Eight miles above the ford, we passed the ground 
vhcre the Biltish force had encamped the night be- 
fore. The general directed the advance of Col. John- 
son's regiment to accelerate their march, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the distance of the enemy. The officer 
commanding it, shortly after sent word back that Lis 
progress was stopped by the enemy, who were formed 
across his line of march. One of the enemy's waggon- 
ers was taken prisoner, from whom ths General obtain* 
edmvch vseful iafonna^tm* 
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Battle of the Moravian Tmivu 



T 



HE army was now Iv'ithin S miles of the Mora- 
Tian town and within one of the cn<»my. The road 
passes throQgh an open beach and inapie forest, general- 
ly, within a few rods of t)io river. The enemy had 
made choice of a judicious position 2 miles below the 
Moravian village. Two narrow but deep morasses run 
paralel with tlie rivek* for a considerable extent. The 
first, at tlie distance of 300 yards, the second, about a 
quarter of a mile. The British, interspersed \^ith ft 
few Indians, occupied the ground, in two lines, 40 paces 
apart, from the river to the first swamp. Six braaaand 
two iron carriage guns were platrted in different parts 
«f this short line. Tlie Indian line of battle commenc- 
ed at the first swamp, and run to the second, extending 
down its margin about p. quarter of a mile, forming an 
imperfect hollow square. The Indian force disposed in 
tliis order amounted to from 12 {o 1500 v/arriors. under 
tlie command of Tccumseh, Walk-iO'thc-water and 
«tlier daring cliie&. The British regulars and Indians 
in the first line amounted to about 700. Such was the 
position, the order of battle, and the numbers^ of the 
enemy. A deep river on the left, an almost impenetra^ 
ble swamp on the right. 

The troops at the disposal of Gen. Harriiion might 
amount to 3000 men; yet from the natural strength, of 
the enemy's position and the peculiar nature of tlie 
ground, not the half of this force could display to ad- 
vantage. To tujcn the enemy in flank was iripiacticable. 
There was therefore no alternative, but to attack i« 

L2 
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front, and that without cannon* To advance to the 
combat on foot in regular order, was to render a serious 
loss of lives cei-tain, and success doubtful. 

The d'icisive miTid of Harrison did not permit him to 
hesitate. A plan of attack, at* once bold and original 
was instantly conceived ; which was to overwhelm the 
enemy with consternation, and paralize his energies, 
by an unos^pectcd and irresistible shock. 

For this purpose the mounted regiment, which from 
the active nature of the service it had previously per- 
formed, might be termed the veterans of the army, was 
drav/n up in close column in advance, with orders to 
charge and break through the British line. Col. John- 
eon, had, however, a discretion either to attack the 
British witli his %vhole force, or with one battalion, re- 
Ecrving the other for the attack of the Indian line. 

The Kentucky volunteers, under M^. Gen. Henry, 
formed close in the rear of Johnson's regiment, in three 
Jincs extending from the river to the first swamp. Gem 
Deslia's division covered the rear of the left battalion of 
Johnson's regiment. In the rear of Henry's division 
Ool. Siinral was placed with a reserve of 500 Ken- 
tucky" volunteers. Gov. Shelby was at the crotchet 
formed by the intersection of Generals Henry and 
Desha's divisions. Gen. Cass and Com, Perry volun- 
teered a.s aids to Gen. Harrison, who placed himself at 
the Lead of the front line of infantry to direct the move- 
wichts of the mounted men and to give them the neces- 
sa'.y idppoi-t. Such was thfe general order of battle. 
Is'ov/ f >!• the disposition of the mounted regiment. 

C:ot. Johnson perceiving that there was not sufficient 
room foi- his whoh regiment, inereaeed by fresh vol«n- 
tei?r« t'j llOOmcflj i^ act advantageorsly aga-Tist the 
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British line ouly, ilet^tniaed to juake a Bimultaneetip 
charge upon the red and w^hite ^oem j. Accordingl j, 
he divided the regiment equally $ gave the command of 
the first battalion and the honor of charging the Britifih 
line to his hrotiier, Lieut. Col. James Johnson ; leading 
the other battalion in person against the Indians. The 
«dYance guard of the regiuient, consistiing of 150 m«B 
under Major Suggett were dismounted and placed in a 
line parallel with die enemj, in front of the first bat- 
talion. This line liad tlie double advantage of distractr 
ing tke attention of the eneiaj^ and of. keeping up a 
lire and naintaining tlie grouiuiif tiie horses should re« 
coil at the British iire, (which was the case.) The Hoe 
was weak, but was supported by four charg^ig columns 
of double tiles with intervals of not more than 60 paces. 

Col. Johnson also dismounted 120 men under Capt. 
Strieker and extended them from the first to the second 
swamp parallel with the Indian line and in front of the 
'Sd battalion, which he formed in two charging columns, 
with an interval of 400 yards ; Col. Johnson led the 
fight column in person ; Maj. Thomson the left. 

The dispositions for the attack were completed. TBe 
American army had arrived within a short distance of 
the enemy. It was now 4 o'clock in the afternoon ; both 
armies were ready for the work of death. An awfcA 
silence succeeds. Soon, however, it is broken by the 
sound of the rte»itnental trumpet, the signal for the com- 
mencement of the action. 

In an instant llOOhorsj are in motion, at full speed j 
a fii-e of tremcndubus sounds at least, from the British 
line checked for a moment the progress of the first bat- 
talion, but its gallant leader soon gives it an increased 
and irresistible momantum. The last fire of the ent- 
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mj. aliKottgh delirered at pistol shot distance, had n# 
other effect than to confirm the victory. The charging 
columns broke through the British ranks, wheeled and 
formed in their rear.^ Never was terror more stronglj 
depicted on the countenances of men ; with their pieces 
unloaded, their bayonets unfixed, broken, huddled in 
confusion or trampled under the horses feet, and sur- 
rounded beyond the possibility of escape, officers and 
■nem were seen throwing down their arms, and with up- 
lifted hands, exclaiming « quarters.^^ 

So unexpected was the shock, that they were totally 
unprepared to meet it ; the whole was the work of a 
minute. Their artillery which from its number and 
position ought to have been an efficient defence, was 
perfectly harmless to the assailants. 

There was something terrible in the sudden appear- 
ance of several hundred horsemen, clad in a motly garb, 
screaming like a band of furies, and approaching at full 
gallop through the woods 1 Besides an opinion prevail- 
ed among the British troops, that the Kentuckians, vin- 
dictive of the massacres of the rivers Raisin and Miami, 
were resolved on giving no quarters. It is therefore, 
not surprizing that terror and despair paralized their ex- 
ertions. Six hundred British regulars were the fruits 
of this charge. 

On the left between the two swamps, the contest was 
more serious. Col. Johnson most gallantly led the 
head of his column into the hottest of the enemy^s fire 
and was personally opposed to Tecumseh. At this point 
a condensed mass of savages had collected. Yet re- 
gardless of danger he rushed into the midst of them $ 
and as he broke through their line, so thick were the 
Indians that several might have reached him with their 
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rifles* He rode a white horse and was known to be an 
oflUcer of distinction. A shower of balls was discharge 
ed at him ; some took effect ; his horse, his saddle, his 
elptheS) his person were pierced with bullets. His men 
as tbej advanced to his support were successively killed 
^vounded or dismounted. The combattants were now 
closed upon the whole line and a desperate conflict 
ensued. Manj of the Indians disdained a shelter and 
fought openly ; others lay concealed behind logs, trees 
or bushes. More prudent than their white allies, they 
reserved their fire until our men were within 10 or 15 
yards pf them. Col. Johnson, after receiving 4 wounds^ 
perceived the daring Tecumseh commanding and at* 
tempting to rally his savage force, wh^n he instantly put 
his horse towards him and was shot by Tecumseh in the 
baud as he approached him. Tecumseh advanced with 
a drawn weapon, a sword or tomahawk, at which instant 
the Colonel having reserved his fire, shot his ferocious 
antagonist dead at his feet, and that too, at the moment 
he was almost fainting with the loss of blood and the 
anguish of 5 wounds. Yet he afterwards rode his bleed* 
ing horse, several rods *to the rear of the line, where he 
was helped from his hoi*se, which immediately died. 

The death of .Tecumseh, was to the Indians an irre- 
parable loss. ' They immediately gave way $ but con^ 
tinned obstinately to dispute the ground for a conside<» 
rable distance. Frequen,tly the same; tree would be oc- 
cupied by the parties, but on opposite s^des* ' The 
battle lasted about one hour and a half, not at one point, 
but from its commencement, where Tecumseh fell to 
the extreme left, where the Indians attempted to flank 
Major Thomson's line, but was prevented by the timely 
reinforcement from the reserve under CoU ' f^vBx9X\ 

v/bose Gre g^fU became too t« vhogl l<^t ^^^ ^^««e|- 
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Of ike numnted regiment 25 were killed ^ar moritAly 
wounded. About 50 \Tere besides wounded^ moist'of 
thffm riightlj. 

Of Oovemor Shelbj'a corps two were killed and tki 
0r seven wounded. About fifty horses wepe killed or 
disabled. ' 

Haring considerable personal knowledge of tlie of* 
jloers and men composing the mounted regiment the 
writer cannot dismiss the subject without giving the 
leader some additional particulars of the character and 
iervices of this distinguished corps. 
• It was raised in Kentucky in the -spring of 1813t It 
was !8oon filled, although the busy season of the year 
Was unfavorable for obtaining volunteers. It entered 
the service aboift 800 siroag, but was increased to 1300 
fit>m arrangements proper on such occasions. On the 
$ik of October, it amounted to 1000 men in round num- 
bers $ a part having been before dismounted by order of 
Gen. Harrison. 

Itb first service was an expedition to the banks of the 
St. Joseph of lake Michigan. This excursion -covered 
tiiie Ohio frontier, and prevented a large party of British 
Indians collected at Chicago from marching to besiege 
Fort Wayne. The inhabitants of the Ohio frontier 
felt perfectly secure when this regiment was protecting 
them. 

The greater part of the 'officers and piwates were 
pious men, and when oft' duty, were often heard sing- 
ing religious airs, or engaged in serious and instructive 
discourse. Indeed it resembled^ tins i-espect a reli- 
|;ious congregation. 

Discipline and obedience was cheerfully observed. 
There wm not «n instant of desertiow, UHd only two 
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died of siekHesi till after ^e battle of the Moraviaii 
town. 

It is almost superfluity to speak of the courage of 
tkis corps^ since it is now so well khowB. Yet tiiere 
are some who deserve particular notice, 

I^et us- first speak, of the gallant dead. Col. William 
"Whitley antto of 70 years of age. a soldier of the rev- 
olutian, and possessing an ardent patriotism, had fought 
the Indians in twenty battles and skirmishes, without 
injury. Having a particular -esteem for Cel. Johnson, 
he volunteered as a private in Capt. Davidson's compa- 
ny, although in easy ciroumstances. Hir love of coun- 
try was an example to ^1 around him, and would m.ake 
common individuals askanncd at not being able*to feel 
a& he felts, ' Wheijl speaking of the war, and his co^un-. 
try's riglits^ he would say,' << if I atn killed thp 'enemy 
\vili onl)' deprive me of a few days." Col. J. had se^- 
lected from 15 to SO individuals to assist him in break- 
log the Indi^ti line. The command of this forlorii 
hppe waS'gifveh to Col. WjiJtely. TJijs select company 
were placed imqtediately in the rear of Col, Johnson 
and a few paces, iii advance of the charging column. 
A moment before the action commenced, Col. Johnson 
turned to Col. Whitley awd obseiTed : " Your presence 
animates me, it will insure victory to our brave Kcn- 
tuckians,'' With an aspect of uncommon firmness he 
turned to his men and said, " Boys we have been sc- 
lected' t© second dap Colonel in the charge, act well 
your part ; Recollect the watch-word : victory ordeath,^ 
Jle led on Us spartan band. The tattle commenced ; 
he fell witlioul a groan the first fire, but his examijie 
was not lost. 

With the solitary et'ception of Samuel TlieobaMfii, 
who alone rcmaintnl on horsebtict w^^ ^^^» "^^w'ts^^-j 
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the whole of Col. Whitley's command were dismouni- 
ed in ten minutes, by death or wounds, or horses shot 
under them ! Theobalds, hy order of Col. J. never dis- 
l^harged his piece, keeping it in reserve for a case of 
necessity, if it should occur. 

X4ieut. Logan was mortally wounded. He lived in 
honor and died gloriously, regretting his death only be- 
cause he left a wife (St several children to mourn his fate* 
A young printer of the name of Mansfield, was 
also mortally wounded. Joel Johnson and others were 
anxious to place him in a place of security, as the battle 
still raged. But he would not consent to be removed, 
saying (^ I shall die in a few minutes, return to the charge 
a^d gaii) the victory tliat I niay die in peace," 

The mounted regiment was greatly indebted for its 
extraordinary disc^ipline to the indefatigable exertions 
pf Lieut, Col. James Johnson, brother to the Colonel, 
^ho has always been remarkable for military discipline, 
• Jle is about 3B years of age j has been in several expe- 
ditions, even while a l)oy, against the indians living on 
the VVabas!i, and has served in many civil situations in 
Kentucky, which has given him celebrity and standing. 
He was first a magistrate, then sheriff of Scott county, 
and afterwards senator in the legislature of Kentucky.. 
He had two promising sons in tiie action ; The eldest 
named Edward a few months above 15, and William, 
14 years of age. Such w?w tho ardor of these young 
apartans, that the officers had freiiuentiy to restrain 
.their eagerness } they were both mounted and often 
am^Qg tlie first in pursuit. The youngest is now a 
cadet at West Point. 

Major Duval Payne, of the 1st battalion, inspired 
CO tifidence wherever he appeared* He is n^w about 5(1 
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yMLTS of age. In 1799, he diitingiiislxd Lirr.Gdf in a, 
personal renconter with ar* Iiidinri in an cxpciitiaii 
against them 5 he succeeded in disarrfiiii- hh fci*vi..;;c foe 
©f his enin, tomahawk and seal! iiiip; knilc. aiXev haxia^ 
thrown the indiai: sevei-al tiiiie::;; who as often extrica- 
ted himself by rising vvitli h::-; ai^iiigonist I 

/-fajor Thompson commanded the charging coiunn 
en the extreuic left. Re dismouiitcd his; commend ; 
faced to the left axid extended his line parr.iici with the 
second swampj in order eiTectnally to opi/CFethe ilanic 
line of the IndianSj })revion*3iy forEnsd. iiij iiiie u'cre 
instantly engaged and si:-€tain3d their ahaie of the 
action. lie is cppareiitiy bltwctn 35 and 'lO years of 
ag,e5 Justice of the Peace, Goloricl of a niiillia regiment 
and Senator in tlie Kentucky Lc^^isiature ; L;ensu-/ic and 
niildj but daring and undiGintJyed in the Jiour of peril. 

Captain Jacoh Strieker, who comir-iirided the dis- 
mounted line in front of tlic second liattalicn wcg rot 
inferior to Tecuinseh in his faiifO among tiie eld Iiiilian 
fighting men of Kentucky ; a man rems^rkahly tacilui n 
and resei-vcd, except m ii-^^Vle^v-fhen his character in- 
stantly changes. Always in front of hi:, tne^i hi:; e:;a!V.- 
_ple was surprising and l/:3 \/elI kr.o%vLi voice was hro-id 
in every direction. lie -is 50 y<:Ari'> (S r.go, and his at- 
tachnient to Ccl. Jchnson ca^ric-d hi ni into tna field at 
a tiiiVe when h(^ had givea'tp aU •e.Kpcctition- of .aduiug 
to hi3 well carnedTarne.. ■ ■■ ' 

T 

Capt. James TJLr>id£6nwi2.3^vb'ind^d r^nd fell fucm his 
horse, and in attempting to ^^Ive comrnind fainted wi'h 
t]\e loss of blooa r, hv.t thir> dici not disconinose hia 
men 5 his subaltern cr.icers knew their duty ; ?Jid v;l.i":<=^ 
their brave captain lay bleeding upon, tiie firou ad, i^id 
their company fufioiisly td'-tbe ciiarge^ , 
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Capt. James Coleman and men did not less disiiu- 
j;ui=h themselves. After Col. Johnson was severely 
wounded, lie ordered these companies to dismount and 
strengthen the line of battle, under Strieker, animated 
by the voice of Capt. Coleman^ the most determined 
courage was dis^played. 

Major Thomson^s column was composed of Captains 
Rice and Comb's companies. Capt. Rice was without 
his superior in bravery or discretion. He was not less 
distinguished than Strieker for his early and gallantcon- 
duct in numerous battles with the Indians. 

Capt. Combs, a man of 35, had fought under General 
Wayne, as a private volunteer, and whose looks and 
remarkable large whiskers struck the spectator with 
strong impressions of his firmness and bravery. 

Captains M'Cobe, Ellison, Matson and Hamilton of 
the 1st battalion deserve great praise for their intrepid* 
ity. They are all men of intelligence, and reputation. 
Each led a charging column through the British lines. 

Capt. Ellison received several rifle balls in his clothes 
iand saddle; In broking through the British ranks, A 
isoldier of the 41st attempted to fix his bayonet. At 
bne stroke of his sabre, Capt. E. severed his head and 
brought him to the ground : a second made a show of 
resistance and shared ih:6 same fate. Shortly after- 
wards the captain led his company against tlie Indians. 
It was then that his temerity h^d nearly cost him his 
life ; an IndiSin si^zed the bridle of his horse and at-^ 
tempted a blow with the tomahawk ; but th^ sabre again 
prevented and the Indian lost his scalp; 

John Berry had his hand shot to pieces, but refused 
ib retire ; he loaded his gun twice and fired, and tiie 
i^rd time was pretested fi^ta the blood which filled the 
piiO 0f bi» gun. 
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Major James Suggett wbo commanded the dismoimt- 

ed line in front of the Ist battalion, and at other limes 

the advanced guard, was a baptist preacher, about 5.'> 

years old, of stentorian lungs, considerable oratory, 

And remarkable for his personal courage from infancr. 

Associated with him were Captains Church, Berry and 

Reding, men of distinguished valor and diFcretion. and 

whose men were equal to the most trying occasions. 

* The forlorn hope were truly a Spartan band, f .iir.ucl 

Theobalds and Joseph Taylor, the first a lawyer, were 

both young men of promise. Benjamin Chambers, a 

member of the Kentucky Legislature, a young, man 

self tau^tand of a strong mind. £U Short, assistant 

<lep. Quarter Master, Garret Wall, Forage Master, 

Robert Payne, William Webb, all equally determined, 

formed a part of this little corps, and survived, tlie 

terrible ordeal. 

The igreater part of Governor Shelby's corps had not 
an opportunity of participating in the action. This 
circumstance was very much regretted by them. Those 
4hat met the enemy on the left flank distinguished them* 
selves. From Sandwich to the Moravian town the 
greater part marched on foot and with a rapidity that 
>vas almost incredible. But their noble Governor was 
at their head. 

The Indians fought bravely and sustained a seiious 
loss. Sixty five warriors vrere left dead on the batik 
ground. Their total loss was 125 killed, besides wound- 
ed. Six Americans and twenty two Indians fell nvitli- 
in twenty yards where Tecumseh was killed and the 
trails of blood almost covered the ground. 

Among the trophies of tliis day were six brass field 
pieces, captured from the British at Benningtofi ami 
Saratojpj jBuirendtired at D^toofvVi \>^ Wxi^^ \S!i.^ vg^ 
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recovered. May cowardice nerer again be entrtuted 
with their defence. About 5000 stands of artns were 
also taken between the mouth of the Thames and the 
Moravian town. 

The day after the battle, a part of the attny took pos* 
iession of the Moravian town, which was deserted, but 
where was found most kinds of vegetables in abundance, 
which were very acceptable to men. who had subsisted 
several days on fresh beef without bread or 6alt« Ex- 
tensive com fieldiTafibrded an eicccUent ran^ for die 
horses. So panic struck were the Iiidian women at the 
advance ef' the troops to the town,, that -senie of them 
actually threw their young cluldren it^to the Hiamed, te 
jprevent their being massacred by the Atnericans.'!* • 

'^Oie flight of the Indians from the town was so suA- 
flen, that tiieir kettles were yet boiling* over their firefL 
The town was destroyed by the troops previous io th^ 
leaving it. Among the reasons assigned to justify the 
meai^ure, it was alled^cd that iiifis6. Indiana had been 
among the foremost in massaci*eing our: men at the 
river Raisin, and, tliat lue town, if It were spared, woidd 
afford a convenient shelter for the British allies during 
the winter, and from which they could easily pass into 
the Michigan territory to plunder and murder the iu'- 
habitants. 

Gen. Proctor abandoned his army at the very moment 
Johnson's bugle sounded the cl'.arge. An escort of 40 
dragoons and a few cowardly Indians accompanied him. 
A few of Gov. Shelbey's men who had procured horses, 
pursued him ; and at one time were within 100 yards 

* I had this fact from an American gentleman, who 
wfis at Oxford, when Proctor and the Indians passed 
through there on tlieir way to Burlington heights. The 
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of him, but were toll few in numbers to attack bifi gaai*d.. 
His flight was rapid, for in 24 hours he was more than 
60 miles from: the scene of danger. His carriage, wife^ 
sword and papers fell into the hands of his pursuers^ 
The carriage of Col. Elliot was also taken^^ 

Three waggons loaded with specie escaped. A depot 
of 300 barrels of flour ivas at Oxford. Gen^ Harrison- 
having no orders to advance- to Burlington heights by 
the way of Grand Rivcrjorderedthe army to comiiacnce 

its march back to Detroit. 

At the skirmish near the mouth of the Tharaes^,^ an 
Indian squaw was mortally woun'ded ^ she was left to 
shift for herself : her little girl, 6i years old, remained 
with hcr^.' On the return of the army from the Miraviah 
town, they were found in the woods, at the distance of 
half a^tnile from yfhere she was wounded 5 to appear- 
ance she had been dead three days; the girl was still 
living. When our men approached the spot, she instiint- 
ly raise^Tier hands and distinctly articulated " dont /*' 
She was taken to Detroit, where her fate and. sprightli- 
ness excited universal interest. An officei* of Governor 
Shelby's corps took her to Kentucky with the humane 
and honorable intention of adopting her. in, his. family, 
and of giving her an education. 

While ©en. Harrison was pursuing. jProctor up thp 
Thames, the Otta^was, Cliippe>vas,'PQ^U4uyatainies, Mi- 
amies and K^ikapoos, proposed to Gea;.jM' Arthur, a 
suspension of ^hostilijtiesjf ami agreed to;* -.take hol^ gf 
the same tomahawk with the Americaiis, and strike all 
who are, or may be enemijjs of the United. States, wheth- 
er British or Indians.^' They brought in their women 
i^nd cliildren and offered them as hostages for their good 
behavior* , ' / 

Ms. 
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He army retartied to Detroit. Capt. Elliot, of tlkC 
Niagara, volunteered his services to command a naval 
rxpedltion agunst Michilimackiuac and Fort St. Joseph ; 
mit the weather proving unfavorahle for a number of 
days, the season became too far advanced to risk the 
«qua:dron on lake Huron, till spring. 

Lieut. Le Breton arrived at Detroit on the 15th bear- 
ing flag* and a letter from Gen. Proctor to Gen. Harri- 
son. This letter requested humane treatment to the 
prisoners and a restoration of certain property and 
papers taken on the 5th. As the letter \vas addressed 
to the General, ^^ at Moravian towns,^' he saw no reason 
for lie Breton's journey to Detroit, and ordered him to 
join Gen. Proctor by the way of Buffalo and Fort George. 

After the return of the commander in chief to De- 
troit, Walk-in-the-water, who had been in the battle pf 
the Thames, came in to implore peace. When he cross- 
-cd from Sandwich, the white flag whieti he bore in Us 
hand had attracted agreat crowd to the wharf, all anxioua 
to get a near view of the distinguished chief. I wi» 
stmek ^vith admiration at the firmness and apparent 
nonchalance with which he ascended the hank and pa9r 
scd through the ranks of the Kentucky volunteers,, 
'Mti'om he had so gallantly opposed in battle but a few 
4lay8 before. I never saw more real dignity of carriage 
<^r a more striking firmness of countenance. Yet his sritu- 
fttion was cnlctilated to depress his spirits aiid produce 
humilily. His town was in the power of the Ameri- 
calls ^ the British were all taken ; the Indians had just 
soffisred a signal defeat ; almost all the other chiefs had 
submitted ; he was widiout the means of living or re- 
sistance 5 -still his manner was that of a'conqueror. 

A, fewdAy d after Proctor^* Aefc-oit^ th^ t(\vju was so full 
^^ famished savages, that'fl\e\sft\ii^o^^^^'^^^^^^^^^«B^^>^^ 
not kaep pace Mith tWir Vwg^-. \ "^v;^ /a?^^^/^^ 
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women and children searching the ground for bones 
and rinds of pork, which had been thrown awaj by the 
soldiers ; meat, in a high state of putrifaction, which 
had been thrown into the river, was carefully picked up 
and devoured ; tlic feet, heads and entrails of the cattle 
slaughtered by the public butchers, were collected and 
sent off to the ucigliboring villages. I have counted 
t wenty horses in a drove fancifully decorated with- the 
uffals of the slaughter yard. 

Gov. Shelby's corps and the twelve month's volun- 
teers, were all honorably discharged. Travelling be- 
came safe, and business at Detroit began to resume its 
wonted course, but ihe price current of the territory 
was exhorbitant for every thing to eat, drink or wear. 
Whisky sold at 4 dolls, a gallon ; beef at 24 cents a 
pound ; cheese 60 do ; butter 75 ; potatoes 2 dolls, a 
buslieL The army was well supplied with rations, as- 
were also about 300 of the inhabitants of Michigan, and 
about 2000 Indians, men, women and children who had 
no other meansof subsistence. Adventurers soon came 
on with a sufficient supply of dry goods. 
f ' On the 23d of October, Gen. Harrison with alf his dis- 
'posable regular troops, embarked on board the fleet and 
sailed for Buffido, in obedience t» the orders from the 
secretary of war. Previous to lus departure, he appoint- 
'ed Gen. Cass provisional Governor of the Michtgaa 
territory ^ tlic dvil ordinances^ as tfaey stood at Hull^ 
Burrendef ,. were proclaimed in force* * Gen. Cass was 
' le^ft with abo«t one thousand men^ not more tiian seven 
hundred of whom were effective. The men. were in- 
dustriously employed in preparing winter quarters at 
the fort. The Scorpion and Ohio schooners were enga- 
ged in tralisporting supplies frouvl&ni^ «xA^«^^sk&^^ 
for ejus troops during winter*' Tyoo^ ^ecti^w&ssci^^'^ 
Maldm ^d )9aadwich, T\ie cwpo^^Skie^ ^^^>^ 
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N(wal Battle on Lake Erie. 



I 



.N the spring of 1813, the Caledonia brig and four 
small schooners were repaiied at the navy yard, half 
a mile below Black Rock. At the same time four gun- 
boats and two 3Q gun brigs were building at Erie. 

The commaad of these little squadrons was. given by 
Commodore Chauneey to Commodore Ferry. But to 
meet the eneniiy, whose force was superior^ with any 
prospect of success, it was necessary that a- junctton. of 
the two diyisions should be formed. To prevent this, 
the Queen Charlotte and Lady Prcvost were cruising 
between Erie and Buffalo*. * Fortunately, however, Jie- 
eluded their vigilance and passed them witli light ^ves«^ 
sels in the night, unperceived.- 

Arrived at £rie,Xieut. JPerry used every €xei!tion to 
expedite the building, equipment and sailing of the 
brigs; and early in August ihe whole squadroa was 
ready to sail. 

But it was necessary tapass the bar at tlve >enti^nce 
of the harbor oi Erie, over whvch there was but shff 
feet ^ater aod the two. brigs Lawvence ^ud- Niagara 
drew nine!, . Many entertained an opinion thart it would: 
be impraciicable-ibr .our squadron tO'geteutj 'espeoially,. 
as the British fleet i^peared off the harbor^ for the- 
- purpose'Of-preventing ours from getting over the bar. 

The means employed to get the heavy briga- over the* 
• bar^ deserve mantioii. Tweiftrge icows^ jfO feettong^ 
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10 feet widie, and six feet deep, built for the oCca^ioni 
were filled with water and flt)ated along side of one of 
the brigs) in a parallel direction ; thej were then secured 
by means of large pieces of hewn timber placed aihf 
vfart ship with botli ends-- projeieting from the port holes 
of the brig and reaching across both scows. The water 
Mas then bailed from the scows, which gave them an as* 
tonishing lifting power^^and enabled them to float orer 
the bar* 

At the momeniihe bngs> were ready, to cross the b^ 
the British fleet made its af^earanceoff the harbor^ but 
a well directed &re from a, comma&dipgrlmttery below" 
ihe town caused the eAemiy' to- keepratajaiore' respectful 
distance. The aU9i»ciou» opportuniy waft iseia^edte 
pass, into .t!ie< open lake* 

One obstacle iras surmounted, ibut ti^e fleet was not 
ix^ a condition to «eekr theen^myatMalden^ Thers 
were, not at this tivae more thftA half moIofb enough to 
man the fleet;. ■ Ho<\T<Yeiv a ^number: of PennaylYania 
tailitia having . T<dilfitefened their ^rvices, the^ comuMKii 
doro made a shOrt Ctrttize(off Long Point, more perhaps^ 
for the purpose of exercieieg hi9 men than; seeking aa 

en^my. 

About the last of August commodore Perry left Erie,, 
to cooperate with gen. Harrison in the reduction, of 
MaUlcn. lie anchored offtlie moutli of Sandusky river, 
and had an interview with gen. Harrison, who furnished 
him with about seventy volunteers, principally Kenr 
tuckians, to serve as marines on board the fleet. Capt^ 
Dobbin, in the Ohio, was ordered to return to Erie for 
provisions. The Amelia had been left tiiero for want 
of men to man her. Exclusive of these he had nine 
sail, mounting in all fifty four guns.- • The Britiah fleet 
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at Maiden^ consisted of sixBtil, and mounted uxty six 
guns. 

Co*. Pcrrjr appeared before Maiden, offered battle, 
reconnoitered tbe enemy and retired to Put in Bay, 
thirty five miles distant from his antagonist. Both par- 
ties remained a few days inactive ; but their repose was 
that of the lion. 

On the morning of the 10th of September, at sunrise, 
the enemy were discovered bearing down from Maiden 
for the evident purpose of attacking our squadron, then 
at anchor in Put in Bay. Not a moment was to be lost. 
Our squadron Immediately got under way and stood out 
ib meet the British flee^ which at this time had the 
weather gage. At 10 A* M. the wind shifted from.8. 
W. to S. E. which brought our squadron to windward. 
The wind was light, the day was beautiful — not a cloud 
obscured the horizon. The line was formed at 11, and 
€om. Perry caused an elegant flag, which he had private- 
ly prepared, to be hoisted at the mast head of the Law- 
rence ; on this flag was painted in characters, legible to 
the whole fleets the dying words of the immortal L a w- 
R'fiNCE :— ^< Don't give up the ship." Its efiect is 
not to be described— every heart was electrified. The 
crews cheered?— the exhilerating can was passed. Both 
fleets appeared eager for the conflict, on the result of 
which so much depended. At 15 minutes before 12, the 
lletroit, the heiadmost ship of the enemy, opened upon 
the liawrence, which for 'ten minutes was obliged to 
sustain a well directed and heavy fire from the ene- 
my's two . lai^ ships, without being able to return it 
with caronades : at five minutes before 12, the Law- 
rence opened upon the enemy— •the other vessels were 
«urd»red to support ker, but the wlndi was at this time 
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toe light to enable then^ to come up» Every brace and 
bowline of the Lawrence being soon shot away, she 
became unmanageable, and in tliis situation sustained 
the action upwards of two hoirs^ within canister dis* 
tance, until every gun was rendered useless, and bii| 
a small part of her crew left unhurt upon deck* 

At half past two the wind increased and enabled 
the Niagara to come into close action — ^the gunboats 
took a nearer position. Com. Perry left the ship in 
command of Lieut. Yamall, and went on board the 
Niagara. Just as he reached that vessel, the flag of 
tlie Lawrence came down ; the crisis had arrived. Capt. 
Elliot at this moment anticipated the wishes of th« 
commodore, by volunteenng his services to bring the 
schooners into close action. 

At forty five minutes past two, the signal was made 
tor close action. The Niagara being very little in- 
jured, and her crew fresh, the commodore determined 
to pass througli the enemy's linf ; he accordingly passed 
^ead of the Detroit, Queen Charlotte, and Lady Pre- 
vost, pouring a terrible raking fire into them from the 
starboard guns^ and on tlie Chippeway and Little Belt* 
from the larboard side, at half pistol shot distance* 
Hie small vessels at tliis time having got within grape 
and canister distance^ kept up a well directed and de- 
structive fire. The action now raged with the greatest 
fury — ^the Queen Charlotte, having lost her commander 
and several of her principal officers, in a moment of 
tonfiision got foul of the Detroitr— in this situation the 
enemy in their turn had to sustain a tremendous fire 
tt^ithout the power of returning it with much effect ; the 
carnage was horrible-— the flags of tlie Detroit, Queen 
Charlotte and Lady Preyost were struck in rapid sue* 
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coMion'. The brig Hunter and schooner Ghipperray, 
ivwe soon compelled to follow the example. The Lit- 
tle Belt attempted to cscaj^e to Maiden, but she was 
pursued by tv.o of the gun boats and surrendered about 
#iree miles e.istant troni the scene of action. 

The v/ritcr ci' this account, in company v.-ith five 
other? .iii-zTed at the hcid cf Pwi in Eay island en the 
tveninp- t>f the ^'th, and had a viev/ of the action at 
the diitanct^ of only ten miles. The spectacle was 
truly giahd and av/fuL The firing was incessant for 
the CDace of three hours, an J continued at short in- 
Vals for forty n^.inutes longer. In less than r.n hour af- 
ter the battle began /raps-t of the Tccsels of both fleets 
ivere inteloped in a ckud of smoke, ^hicb rendered 
the issue of the action uncci-trjin, till the next morning, 
when wc visited t:he *neet in the harbor on the opposite 
side of tht. island. The reader will easily iudr«:o of our 
solicitude to Icarn the result. Tlicre is no sentiment 
more painful then suspsnse, wlicn it is excited by the 
uncerfarn issue of an event which Ro dcemv aifects the 
national interest- 

If the wind had continued at S. V/. it v;as lliC inten- 
iion of Admiral Barclay to have boarded cur squadron ; 
for this purpose he had taken on board his fleet about 
BOO of the famous 41st regiment ; they acted as ma- 
tines and fought bravely^ but nearly t^o thirds of thcra 
tverfe* cither lulled or wounded; 

Tile carn^n-e' on beard 'the nriscs vra3 'oroditT-OUS— 
tihey miisi have lost 200 in killed, besides wounded. 
The sides of the Detroit and Queen Cliarlotto. were 
shattered from bow to stem 5 there v.-as scarcely room 
to place one'^ hand otr their larboard sides without 
toSichhg tlxcinsprcssion of* a shot-^ great many bJJIff 
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xanister and grape, were fountj lodged in their bul- 
warks, which w ere too thick to be penetrated by our 
carronades, unless within pistol shot distance. Their 
masts were so much shattered (hat (hey fell overboard 
soon after they got into the bay- 

The loss of the Americans was severe, particularly 
on board the Lawrence. When her flag was struck she 
had but nine men fit for duty remaining on deck.* Her 

* It was Perry's lot repeatedly to see -men swept 
away from his side 5 some even wnile "Conversing with 
him. One of these incidents displays the coolness and 
presence of mind that prevailed among the officers, and 
indeed throughout the ship enabling them to jest witli 
present dungers. The second Lieutenant of the Law- 
rence, while standing beside Commodore Perry, was 
struck in the breast by a cliain shot. The shot liaving 
passed through the bulwark, had no ether eficct 
than to knocK him down, and lodged in tlie bosom of 
his lyaistcoat. He fell with an exclamation, ami re- 
mained for a moment stunned by the violence of the 
blow. Perry raised him up, and seeing no marks of 
jL wound, gave him some cheering words, and told Idni 
he could not be hurt. The lieutenant coming to him- 
self, put his hand into his bosom, pulled out the cliaiu 
fthot, and exclaiming ^' no sir, but this is ^iny siiot,'' 
thrust it with great sangfroid into his pocket. 

In the course of the action Perry noticed a prime 
and favorite sailor, who was captain of one of the guns, 
very much embarrassed with his piece, v/hich, in con- 
sequence of the forelock being broken, was rather un- 
manageable and rebounded. Perry approached hira, 
and in his usual encouraging manner, asked him what 
was the matter ? llie honest tar, who had been show- 
ing signs of infinite vexation, turned round, and, as if 
speaking of a mistress, exclaimed reproaclirully, ^< sir, 
my ^n behaves shamefully^— shamefully !" tie tben 
levelled it, and having taken aim, raised up and squared 
himself in a fine martial style, wbea suadenlv,^ z%dr\ 
"- • N. -* 
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«idc« were completely riddled by ihe shot from the 
long guns of the British ships. Her deck, the inom- 
ing after the conflict, when I first went on board, e^b- 

non ball struck him in the breast, passed through him^ 
and he fell dead without a groan ! 

Lieut. Yarnali, of the Lawrence, behayed throughout 
%^'itli great bravery and coolness. He was dressed as 
a common seaman, a red bandana handkerchief was tied 
round his neck, and another round his head, to stanch 
two wounds which he had received^ From these the 
blood trickled down his &ce, and a splinter having 
passed tlirough his nose, it had swelled to a hedious 
magnitude. In this frightful plight, looking like the 
very genius of carnage and ill luck, he came up to Per- 
ry in tlie hottest and bloodiest of the firiit,. and an- 
nounced to him that all the officers of his division were 
killed. Perry ordered others in their place. Shorttj 
after, Yarnali returned with a repetition of the dismal 
tidings, that all the officers were shot down ; "then, 
sir," said Perry, " you must endeavor to make out bj 
yourself, I have no more to furnish you !" 

One circumstance which Perry relates deserves' par- 
t'cu]ar mention. It has in it something of sentiment 
that is alove common life, and absolutely belongs to 
poetry. When, in the sweeping havoc that was some^ 
times i^ade, a number of men were shot away from 
ai'ound a gun, the survivors looked silently around to 
ppny — and then stepped silently into their places. 
Whenever he looked at the poor fellows that lay woyin- 
ded and weltering on the deck, he always ^found 
their faces turned towards him^ and their eyes fixed on 
his countenance. It is iiu|M)ssible for M'ords to heighten 
"(ae simple and affecting eloquence of this anecdote. 
It speaks volun^es in praise of the heroism of the com* 
ir£nd(^r, aud the loyal affection of his followers. 
* Viiicu l-c^rry weint off from the Lawrence to shift hii 
flag to ih'} NiagAiS. he stood up in the boat gallantljf 
uaving hjs sword, and was licard cheeringly to exclaimf 
*-■ Fr:ll' AhTuv my bra\c boy9»l" %o ^tuestwas he'tiutty 
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itei a scene that defies description— for it was lit- 
erally covered with hlood, which was still adhering to 
the plank in clots— -brains, hair and fragments of bones, 

though the balls whistled round him, he could scarcely 
be made to take a seat, and an old sailor, who had been 
in hoih battles of the Constitution, absolutely held him 
down. 

Just after he had got on board the Niagara, and was 
on the quarter deck, a sailor who commanded one of the 
guns, seeing all his men shot down, turned with eager- 
ness to Perry, and, laying both hands upon his shoul- 
ders, exclaimed, << For God's sake, sir, give me some 
more men 1" Such was the virid animauon that pre- 
vailed among all ranks, they had lost all sense of per« 
sonal danger, and thoueht of nothing but victory. 

When ftie Niagara dashed througn the enemy's line, 
as she passed the Lady Prevost, Lieut. Bucfiaot, th« 
commander of that vessel, was shot throng! i the face 
by a musket ball. The vessels were then wiihin liailf 
pistol shot, so that every thing could bo. disdnctly secti 
from one to the other. The crew of the I.utly Prevent 
unable in tiieir crippled state to stand U.e £xe of the 
Niagara ran below ; but their unfortunate commander re « 
mained on deck, and Perry saw him leaning on the com- 
panion way, with his face on his hand, looking u itii £icd 
8tare athis enemies. Perry immediately silenced the ma* 
rines on the quarter deck, and running forward ordered 
the men to cease firing, lie afterwards learnt that tlie 
strange conduct of T^eut. Buchan was owing to sudden 
derangement caused by his wound. lie was a brave 
officer, and had distinguislied himself in the battle of 
the Nile. 

While Perry was engaged at close quarters in the 
Niagara^ Lieut. Turner, a fine bold young sailor, who 
commanded the brig Cal^onia, of three guns, spreading 
every sail, endeavored to get into action. His foresau 
interfered between him and the enemy, but, rather than 
take in an inch of canvass, he ordered his men to fife 
through it* Seeing the CommodorQ engi^j^ ia ih& 
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\Tcre still sticking to the rij^ing and sides. TTic sur*- 
geons were still busy with the wounded— enough ! hor* 
Tor appalled my senses. 

thickest of the fight, he proposed to the commander of 
another small vessel, to board the Detroit; the other, 
however pnidcntly declined the rash bu t gallant propasal. 

The boatswain of the Ariel was among the kdled; no 
sooner had he fallen upon deck, than a Spaniard who 
had often received the ropo'^s end from his hands, kneel- 
ed down by the side of his dead body and began to 
drink his Sloed, to satiate his vengeance, articulating 
*< beunos /" ^^soodP^ This monster did not long survive 
his repast of numan blood. 

The only time that the coolness and self command of 
Perry experienced any thin^like a shock, was on seeing 
his young brother, a midshipman, knocked down by a 
hammock, which had been driven in by a balL In the 
momentary agony of his mind he gave him up as slaiui 
but had the delight to see him rise up perfectly unhurt. 

Perry speaks highly of the bravery and good conduct 
of the negroes, who formed a considerable part of his 
crew. They seemed to be absolutely insensible to dan* 
ger. When Captain Barclay came onboard the Niagara 
and beheld the sickly and [particolored beings around 
him, an expression of chagrin escaped him, at having 
been conquered by such men. The tresh water service 
had very much impaired Hixc^ health of tlie sailors, and 
croudcd the sick list witli patients. 

We shall close these few parti cuIbps of this gallant 
and romantic aftair, with the aflecting fate of jLieut. 
Brookes of the ma\ines. It presents an awful picture 
of the scenes which the warrior witnesses in battle | \m 
favorite companions suddenly cut down before his eyes ; 
those dreadful transitions from the flush of health and 
the vivacity oS youth, to the ghastlihess of agonized 
death ; from the cheering and the smile, to- the shriek 
.and the convulsion. 

Brookes wasagay^ animated young oflScer,remarka - 
Uc for /uft beauty; In tht mxd&i ^ the engagement he 
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AmoBgihe wounded were several brave fellows turn 
of whom had lost a leg or an arm — they appeared cheer - 
ful and expressed a hope that they had done their dutv. 

accosted Perry in a spirited tone, with a smile on hi^ 
countenance, and was making some observation!* about 
the enemy, when a cannon ball struck him in the thigh, 
''and dashed him to the opposite side of the deck. The 
blow shattered him dreadfully, and the sudden anguish 
forced from lim the most thrilling exclamations. He 
implored Perry to shoot him and put an end to his tor- 
ture 5 the latter directed some of the marines to carry 
him below and consign him to the surgeon. The scene 
was. rendered more aftecting by the conduct of a mulatto 
boy of twelve years of age, a favorite of Brooke's. lie 
was carrying cartridges to one of the guns, hut on seeing 
his master fall, he threw himself on the deck with the 
most frantic gesticulations and piercing cries, exclaiming 
that his master was killed ; nor could he be appeased 
until orders were given to take him below ; when Ijic 
immediately returned to carrying cartridges. 

Mr. Hamilton, the purser who had worked at a gun 
like a common sailor, being wounded, was carried bclo^v 
. and laid on the same mattress with Brookes. The 
wound of the latter was stanched, and he lay composed, 
calmlj awaiting his approaching death. Hamilton ob- 
serves tliathe never looked so beautiful a3 at tliis m,o- 
ment, when the anguish of his wound had inipait\?d' a 
• feverish flush and lustre to his usually* bloomlni^counte - 
, nance. He asked with great sdiicitudc after Feiry, a«d 
how the battle went. He gave a few directions about 
his own affairs, atid^ while his voice was gro'^ing weaker 
' and weaker, recommended his little mulatto to kindnesa 
and protection, directing into whose Hands he should be 
placed. While he was yet talking, Hamilton's atten- 
tion was suddenlyattractedby some circumstance which 
occasioned him to look another way for a moment ; the 
voice of his companion died away upoji his eac, and, 
when he turned his face again poor Brookes had-ex^-. 
pired! C^nalectie JVh^ai^m.} 

If 2 - - - 
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Rome and Sparta would have been proud' of iheie he^ 
roes. 

It would be invidious to particularize instance of 
individual merit, where every one so nobly performed, 
his part. Of the nine seamen remaining unhurt at the* 
time the Lawrence struck her flag, five were immediate- 
promoted for tlieir unshaken firmness in such a trying 
situation. The most of these had been in the actions 
with the Querriere and Java. 

The undaunted bravery of admiral Barclay entitled 
htm to a better fate ; tathe loss of the day was super- 
added grievous and dangerous wounds : he had before 
lost an arm J it was now his hardforttme to lose the* use 
of the otiier by a shot which carried away the blade of 
his shoulder $ a canister shot made a violent contusion 
in his hip : his wounds were for some days considered mot* 
taK Every possible attention was paid to his situation.. 
"When Com. Perry sailed for Buffalo^ he was so far recov- 
ered that he took passage on board our fleet which touch-^ 
ed at Erie. The citizens saw the affecting spectacle 
of Harrison and Perry supporting the wounded Britisk 
hero, still unable to >valk without hdpy front the beack 
to their lodgings.. 

On board of theDetr<ut^ twenty fbur hours after her 
furrender, were found snugly stowed ^way in the held^ 
imo Bulian Chiefs who had the courage to go on boards 
at Maiden, fi>r the purpose of acting as sharp shooters^ 
to kill our office^. One had the courage to ascend into^ 
the round top.and;dii(charged hispiece, butthe whizzing 
of shot, splinters, and bits of rigging, soon made the^ 
plaft^e too^waiTn. for liim ; he descended faster than he 
wedtiip ;^ at &flf moment he reached the deck, the frag- 
jawtsf of. A fi^amftU-'a head struck his comrada'a iace» 
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tnd corered it ifviih blood and brains. He vociferated 
the savage inteijection << qnoh /" and both sougkt safe* 
ij below.* 

The killed of both fleets were thrown overboard as 
fast as- they fell. Several were \Yashing ashore upon 
tl\e island and the main during the gales that succeeded 
the action. 

Com. Perry treated tlie prisoners witii humanity tatd 
indulgence I several Canadians having wives at Maiden, 
were permitted to visit their families on parole.. 

The British were superior in the length and number 
ef their giuas^ as well as in the Bomber of men. The- 
American.' fleet was ihanned witib a nxotly set of beings^ 
Uuropeans, Africans^ Americana firom^ every part of ^e- 
Fnited States.. Nearly one fourth were hlackn. I saMr 
a Russianj who oould not speak a word of English*. 
They were brave; and who could be otherwise undep 
fte conunand of Perr j I 

* When die ship was taken, tliey anticipated cruel 
treatment, if their nation was discovered, and borrow- 
ed Sailors^ clothes that tliey might pass fot Englishmen. 
Thus disguised, they lay in close concealment for t^o 
days, when word was brought to Perry, that two Indiana 
were concealed below who had not tusted food, for eight 
amd forty hours.. 

He had them brought upon deck^ where thej made a 
most uncouth and ludicrous appearance,^ with their bor- 
rowed garments bagdns about them. They expected 
nothing less than to be butchered and> scalped, hut, not- 
withstanding, preserved the most taciturn mflexibility^of 
muscle. Perry, however, after putting a few good 
humored questions to them, ordered them to be tak^n 
away and fed ; a degree of lenity which seemed to 
strike them with more ^urpxise ^n thgt^ ^toic tttftttrf^i^ 
ar^astfe evince^; ^ . "^ ^ '^' V-/ 
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The day after the battle, the funeral obsequies of flie 
AmericaB and British officers, who had fallen in the 
action were performed, in an appropriate and affecting 
manner. An opening on the margin of the bay was 
selected for the interment of the bodies. The crews of 
both fleets attended. Tlie weather was fine ; the ele* 
ments seemed to participate in the solemnities of the 
day, for every breeze was hushed, and not a waveiniffled 
the surface of the water. The procession of boats ; the 
neat appearance of the officers and men ; the music ; 
the slow and r^ular motion of the oars, striking in exact 
time with the notes of the solemn dirge 5 the mournful 
waving of the flags ; the sound of the minute guns from 
the different ships in the harbor ; the wild and solitary 
aspect of the place ; the stillness of i>ature, gave to 
the. scene an air of melancholly grandeur^ better felt 
than described ^ all acknowledged its influence ; all 
were sensibly affected. AYhat a contrast did it exhibit 
to the terrible conflict of the preceding day ! Then the 
people of the two squadrons were engaged in the dead- 
ly strife of arms. Now they associated like brothers, 
to pay the last tribute of respect to the dead of botk 
nations. 
Five officers were interred, two American and three 

British. Lieut. Brooks and midshipman Laub of the 
Lawrence ; Capt. Finnis and Lt. Stokoe of the Queen 
Charlotte,^ and Lieut. Garland of the Detroit. The 
graves are but a few paces from the beach, and the future 
traveller of either nation, it is feared, will find no me- 
mento whereby he may distinguish the American from 
the British hero. 

The /marines of our fleet were highly complimented 
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WAS the first time the most of them kad seea a square 
rigged vessel, being fresh from Harrison's army* 

The British officer domesticated a bear at Maiden. 
Bruin accompanied his comrades to battle ; was on the 
the deck of the Detroit during the engagement, and 
escaped unhurt. 

A dog which was on board the Lawrence, had retired 
to the cockpit, where the wounded were rapidly accu- 
mulating, the tremendous roar of the cannon ; the 
-shrieks of the dying and mutulated seamen | the shock- 
ing spectacle of the floor of the cockpit inundated with 
blood, operated so powerfully upon the nerves of poor 
tray, that he expressed his feelings by various gesticu- 
lations of terror. At Jength a 32 pound shot perfora- 
ted the side of the ship and poured in the light of 
heaven upon his < drear abode,' when he suddenly thrust 
his head through the aperture and commenced a most 
pitious howling. This singular conduct of the affrighted 
animal excited the risible muscles even of the dying 
and mortally wounded. 

The fate of James Bird deserves to be recorded. He 
was from Luzerne county (Penn.) and volunteered a- 
board of the Lawrence. ^^ He performed his duty like 
a hero. Towards the close of the engagement, a can- 
ister shot struck him on the shoulder as he was stooping 
to his gun. He was instantly covered with blood, and 
his officer ordered him below. He ventured to disobey, 
preferring to do duty while he had strength, to abandon- 
ing his post ; but the blood flowed so fast tliat another 
order was issued to go below. He ran down— got a 
hasty bandage on the wound, came again on deck, and 
although his left arm ^yas useless, yet he handed car- 
tridges, and performed th« \itiao^\i^^x<v;.^\a. XjiL^Y^'^'*^ 
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with his right, until the stars and stripes wared Tictori- 
01] 8 over the foe.'' 

Nevertheless, he afterwards cfesertec^— — was taken, 
condemned bj a court madialand executed on board the 
Niagara in November 1814. 

I have my fears that the blood of the brave but unfor- 
tunate Birdj rests upon the head of a tyrant officer.. 
It must have been an energetic cause indeed, that would 
have induced a man of such undaunted courage, bear- 
ing a lasting testimonial of his valor and- of bia serr 
vices, and entitled to a valuable share of prize monej^ 
•I repeat, it must have been no ordinary- grievance tbat 
.eouldhave induced a brave mnn thus sitvaUd^ todes^ct 
)he flag^be bad ojice 00 gloriously defended^; 
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' Biographical Notice of General HarrisonJ^ 

Cjr£N. William Hekrt Hahrisok is descended 
Irofh one of the most ancient and respectable families of 
Virginia. His father, grand fatiier, and great grand 
father all attained to civil distinctions. His father 
represented that state in the continental congress from 
1774 to 1776 ; in 1777, declinii^ a reelection, was cho- 
sen speaker of the lower branch of the Lie^slature, in 
which office he continued to act till the year 178^ when 
he was appointed Governor- of Vipginia. T^e journals 
of the revolutionary congress bear ample testimony of 
his zeal and usefulness, and the estimation in which he 
was held. He was one of the three members deputed 
to Washington's camp in the year 1775, in order to per- 
suade the army to extend their term of service ; again 
one of the committee to determine whether New York 
should be burned or defended 5 after that chairman of 
the << board of war," and lastly chairman of the memo- 
rable assembly which declared the new world indepen- 
dent and free. **, 

The hero of Tippecanoe, of Meigs, and Thames, was 
born at the family seat,- situated on^ the bank of Jitmes 
rhrer, twenty five miles below Richmond. He received 
ft medical edutation, but- preferring the profession of 
arms, applied for anensigncy^ which was readily obtain- 

* For most of the facts ccintai^ed in this notice, we 
are indebted to the Port Folio i m^j. of ib,e. paragraphs 
are copied vrrjMim. 
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ed, as president Washington, Gen. Henry Lee, attor- 
ney general Randolph and Robert Morris, ^ere all his 
friends and patrons. 

His first appearance in the military costume, was at 
Philadelphia, in the character of a recruiting oflBfeer in 
the first regiment of U. S. infantry. From thence he 
proceeded to join his regiment at fort Washington, in 
the north w^estem terrritory, a few days after St Clair's 
defeat. 

" His arrival is yet remembered by several persons 
at Cincinnati, who, when he became a man of conse- 
quence and popularity in that country^ took pleasure in 
describing his person. The ensign might have been for- 
gotten, but the governor and the major general buoyed 
up all the minute circumstances which would have sunk 
ivith tlie poor subaltern officer to the bottom of oblivion. 
Accordingly, we are told that ensign Harrison, when he 
joined his corps was a stripling of nineteen . years of 
age : tall, thin, puerile in his person, and to all appear* 
ance but wretchedly qualified for the hardships to which 
a soldier is liable in the wilderness. Yet with such a 
frame, softened by all the comfort and delicacy in which 
the wealthy families of the southern states rear their 
children, was our military novice at once exposed to 
the most trying circumstances. 

. "The broken remains of general St. Clair's army were 
^every day arriving at the fort, naked, broken down and 
dispirited. The period of service of the militia had 
es^pired : the detachment of the second regiment of reg- 
ulars that was in the action under St. Clair, was entire- 
ly cut up, and thus the task of maintaining the line of 
posts that had been erected, of establishing new ones, 
And of affording Q90ivoys for proyiinons; devoled upon 
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AB mcoBsiderable body composed of between three and 
four hundred of the first regiment, &nd the miserable 
fragments of general St. Clair'a sha;ttered army. The 
situation of our young soldier was now such as might 
^well have discouraged the stoutest heart> and disposed 
him to listen to the admonition of his friends in Plula- 
dclphia* — ^nay, so formidable was the prospect before 
him that a friend whom he met by accident at the fort, 
•after giving him a lively picture of the excessive hard- 
ship to which he must necessarily be exposed, witU a 
frame and constitution so wholly unequal to it, exhorted 
him to resign his commission and return home again, 
assuring him that even though he should be able to sus- 
tain those hardships, it was scarcely possible he should 
resist the seductive habits df intemperance which at that 
time prevailed in the army. All these remonstrance^ 
were unavailing. Taking counsel partly from his own 
private inclinations, and paitly from a nlct sensibility - 
to shame, which sUggesTted, in exaggerated colors, tlie 
impropriety of retreating from his purpose at sutJi a 
crisis, and perhaps too from the apprehension of being 
•ridiculed by his comrades, he determined to persevere 
and was soon after appointed to the command of a 
iletachment of t^ men ordered to escort a company df 
pack horses, to fort Hamilton ; a duty which was atten- 
•ded with singular dii&culties, distresses, and prifa< 
tions." 

. Me performed this servrce to the entire satisfaction if[ 
Ids superior by whom he was publitoly thanked for hia 
good conduct. 

* The fu-st physicians of that city remonsUat^l 
against his abandoning the stydy of m^icine. 

■ m 
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General St. Clair set out for Philadelphia, and left 
the army under the command of -Gen; Wilkinaon» Of 
this event General Harrison speaks with pleasure, as 
making' a very interesting period in his life. To the 
goodness of Gen^ Wilkinson, he never omits a &ir op- 
portumty of bearing testimony:, or of declaring that, 
besides a multitude of acts of kindness, he owes the 
preservation of histemperate habits to the inde&tigable 
tenderness and friendly admonition <»f the General, 
who not only gave him the best advice, but upon one oc- 
casion, prevented him from being sent to a distant post 
in conformity to his regular tour of duty, lest he should 
acquire from the example of commanding officers of 
that post, a habit of dissipation. The habit of temper- 
ance which he thus earlliy acquired under the paternal 
guidance of General Wilkinson^ has never been depart- 
ed from. 

. In Jane 1793, he was appointed second aid -de-camp 
to Gen. Wayne ; having been previously raised to a 
lieutenancy. 

^ In September, it being understood that the negocia- 
tious wuh the Indians had failed of effect and were 
i>roken oiT, the army consisting of four thousand five 
hundred effective regulars, including some troops of 
4ragoons, and of an auxiliary force of two thousand 
VQunted militia under the command of Gen. Scott, 
marched to Grenville ; but an early setting in of the 
frost rendering it advisable to put the troops into winter 
^quarters, huts were built, and a system of discipline, 
calculated for the kind of v/arfare in which they werc^ 
io be employed, was diligently put in practice. Here 
^oung HarrisoB devoted himself to the study and prac- 
^0 cf b:B profession with such success, thatke obtaiv- 
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ed tht confidence of Us commander and the attachment 
<tf his associates. 

<< It was not, however, till the latter end of June,) 
ir94, that Gen. Wayne was enahled to march from- 
Grenville, the enemy retreating before him as'he advan- 
ced. He took and destroyed the town of the Indians, 
and advanced upon the British fort at the foot -of the^ 
rapids of the Miami river. The Indians had collected' 
in that neighborhood, and on the £Oili of August oppo- 
sed the march of the American army, who soon routed 
them, and driving them to within a short distance of the'' 
British fort, encamped in full view of it. In this battlei 
Harrison's conduct received the warmest applause fi-omt 
Gen* Wayne. He had been appointed by the .General * 
to assist in forming the left wing of the regular troops $: 
a task of extreme difficulty, owing to the thickness of 
the woods in which tliey were posted, and he accomi^ish* . 
ed it with great skill and effect. 

<< Thus completely vanquished and humiliated. Xh^ 
Indians sued for peace ; in the winter an armistice wa^i 
granted to them, and in the August following a treaty! 
terminated all their differences, and with those, the wa^. > 

« In the autumn of 1795, Mr. Harrison, now a cap- 
tain, was niarried to the youngest daughter of JohUi 
Cheeves Symmes, Esq. one of the judges of the north 
western territory 5 and on the departure of Gen. Wayne' 
for the Atlantic states, ivas continued bj- him in his post 
of aid-de-camp, and left in the command of Fort Wasli- 
ington. In the former of these offices, he remained till 
the death of General Wayne, which happened in the 
course of the following year. 

<< In 1797, Capt Harrison finding the country reposed 
Ia peace, left the army, and was in & few ^e.^% ^£Skx-^ 
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vardB appointed seisrtttar j of the nortk Wnlern tenitarj 
in the i*oom of >V. Baijeant Eaq. who was raised to the* 
•ffice of governor of &e Missimppi territory. In the 
year 1 799, he was sent as a delegate to congress from the 
uorth western territory, and had an active share in hring- 
iog through congress the law for dianging the defective 
system tliat had been in use for the sale of public land^ 
and in introducing the plan now in operation. He was 
in fact tlie person who originated that measure, the 
happy effects of which npon the treasury of the United 
States are now acknowledged by every one : for it has 
been ascertained, that the immense growth of popnla- 
^tion which enabled that territory in a short time after 
to become one of the states and at this 'time not one of" 
the smallest, arose altogether from Aat plan. 

*^ When the Indiana territory was formed out of a part 
of the north western, Mr. Hanison was appointed by 
Mr. Adams, the fiist Governor of it ; and in the year 
1801 removed to the capital of it (Vincennes) with his 
fcmily. At the expiration of the three years for which 
he had been appointed, he was again nominated to that 
of&co by Mr. JefTerson, and continued to retain it under 
Mr. Madison till he was called to the command of the 
north western army after the fell of Detroit 

^ Duiioghis administration he directed his attention 
to the disciplining of the militt^i, and exerted himself 
In endeavoring to civilize and better the condition of the 
Indian tribes that fell under his superintendance. In 
his letters to Gov. Scott of Kentucky, which have been 
publiBhed, and in his speeches to the Indiana Legisla* 
kure, he strenuously recommended the system of the old 
republics, under which military instruction was com- 
menced at EchooL In consequence of that recommea- 
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.datien the United States gaTC a section of each town- 
ship of Indiana for the use of schools^ and an entire 
township near Vincennes towards the establishment of 
a college,for the express purpose of military institutions. 

Of this anxiety to secure the Indians from inquietude 
and the aggressions of the whites, to promote their civil- 
ization, and to induce them to raise domestic animaU 
as a substitute for the wild game which was rapidly de- 
creasing, hi9 speeches and messages to the legislature of 
Indiana bear abundant testimony ; while the many ad- 
vantageous treaties he made with them prove his popu- 
larity with that singular race of beings. But a still 
stronger proof is this : A few of the party attached to 
the prophet gave out that the tribes who signed the trea- 
ty at fort Wayne in 1809, were overawed by a large 
force into that measure, contrary to their inclinations. 
This was a foul aspersion : for the trnfK has been estab- 
lished beyond controversy, that at the time of negocia- 
ting there were no more than thirty soldiers along with 
Gov. Haj'rison, while the Indians amounted to more 
than eighteen hundred | and he was entirely in tiielr 
power, having slept at a house half a mile from the fort 
surrounded by multitudes of Indians. 

"The civil administration of Gen. Harrison, as gover- 
nor of the territory, tiiough not attended with such 
splendid circumstances as his military achievements, 
<lo him no less credit. His management of the territory 
obtained the universal aj^lause of the people, and the 
unqualified approbation of the general Government. 
One event of it, however, merits paiticular description, 
as well on account of its Important effects upon the 
public concerns, as of its serving to illustrate thechar- 

acter of Gen, Ha^rrison ; we mean the expe ditioj e* 

• . .. - . .... 

2 
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tike IVabashy in the autumn of 1811, which eided in tli0 
▼ictory of Tippecanoe. 

A confederation of Indians, under the conmand of a 
Shawaneseimpostor of considerable talents and great 
ambition, who passed for a prophet, and bj that means 
acquired vast influence and a powerful ascendency over 
the savages, had for some time excited the vigilance of 
the Indian government, and at length proceeded to such 
an alarming extent as to render it necessary either to 
bring them to terms of definite accommodation by ami- 
cable treaty, or to reduce them by force of arms. Ac- 
cordingly, Gov. Harrison collected an army to go against 
ihern ; and in order to avoid if possible having recourse 
to the sword, and to take advantage of the alternative 
of negociation, if the prophet and his people should 
feel disposed to an amicable adjustment, he headed the 
army himself. «i)^eapproached the prophet's town, he 
found it necessary (b proceed with the utmost caution, 
not only to avoid an ambuscade which the treachery of 
the enemy would have provided for his reception, but 
to procure an interview with them in order to learn 
their object, and open a negociation with their chiefs. 
The conduct of the Indians, as he advanced^ not only 
justified but increased his suspicions, and suggested to 
him the expediency of keeping his men drawn up in 
constant order of battle, and even of making them sleep 
ready dressed and accoutred, to prevent their being ta- 
ken by surprise. During the whole of his last day's 
march, parties of the savages were seen continually 
in his way and havering about the thickets on either 
side ; but every effort to speak with them was found 
inefl^tual. 'When our army came near the prophet's 
town^ ax| American Captain, with a iiag and an interpre* 
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ier, was dispatched to request a conference but the 
Indians appearing on botli Iiid ilarik3.% striving to cut liim 
off, the captain was recalled, and the Governor, finding 
every attempt to bring the savages to a parlej answered 
with contempt and insolence, resolved to encamp for the 
night, and in tlie morning to take some effectual means 
of opening a conference. At length a person who \\as 
said to be of high estimation with the prophet came 
forward, expressed surprise at our troops having advan- 
ced so rapidly, and added that his cliief was given to 
understand, by the peisons who had been sent to him a 
few days before, tiiat tlie Governor would not advance 
to tlie prophet's town until he had received an answer 
to his demands ; that his answer had been dispatched 
by a chief who accompanied back the Governor's mes*> 
senger, but wiio had unfortunately missed the army by 
taking the road on the other side of the river. The 
governor answered, that he had no intention of attack* 
ingthem until he should discover their intentions ; tliat 
he would encamp on the Wabash that night, and on the 
next morning would have an interview v»'j'th the proph- 
et. In the meantime he assured the man that no hostil- 
ity should be committed on the part of the army. The 
chief seemed much pleased, and promised that the con- 
ditions should be faithfully reciprocated. 

« That night the Governor encamped his army in line 
of battle, and ordered the troops, even wlien it was their 
time to lie down to sleep, to keep their accoutrements 
on, so that they might on the slightest alarm, be ready 
for action without a moment's delay. They were reg- 
ularly called up an hour before day, and kept under 
arms until it was quite light. In the morning the gov- 
ernor arose himself at a little after four o'clock, and 
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the signal for calling out the men would hayie been given 
in two minutes^ when an attack was commenced by the 
savages upon the left flank of his camp. Only <me gun 
(says the governor in his letter to the secretary at war) 
was fired by the centinels, or the guard in that direc- 
tion who made no resistance, but abandoned their offi- 
cer, and fled into the camps ; so that the first notice 
which the troops had of their danger was from the yells 
of the savages within a short distance of tiie line, but 
even under those circumstances the men were not 
wanting to themselves or to the occasion. Such of 
thera as were awake or easily awakened, seized their 
arms and took their stations— others who were more 
tardy had to contend with the enemy in the doors of 
their tents. 

Under all those disadvantages the men all took their 
stations, and governor Harrison mounting his horse 
rode to the place where the attack was commenced, and 
made such a disposition ot his forces as soon compelled 
the savages to repent of their treachery : they were 
driven before our infantry, at the point of they bfiyonet, 
and the dragoons pursued and forced them into a marsh 
vhere Aey could not be followed. In fine, they were 
routed in all quarters, and completely dispersed by the 
valor and discipline of our citizens, and the very able 
dispositions of his forces made by the governor. 

The conduct of governor Harrison had before this 
event rendered him extremely popular in all the coun- 
try that lies upon the banks of the western waters. — 
And his prompt and decisive measures against the In- 
dians, which, by breaking up what was supposed to be a 
formidable conspiracy against the peace and security of 
^e inhabitants of the Indiana Territory^ endeared bi» 
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ftiiH more to their hearts- The breaking out of the war 
with Great Britain, soon after enabled him to reap fresh 
laurels, and not only to raise himself still higher in 
their estimation, but to extend his popularity to all oth- 
er parts of the union. 

The surrender of Detroit opened a ^vide field for th6 
display of Gen.Harrison's military talents. This volume 
contains a faithful and authentic record of his services. 
For temperance and application to military duty he: 
has few equals. His courage is unquestionable, fie 
possesses a singular volubility of speech with a persua* 
sive but nervous eloquence. No officer ever had a finer 
voice for command. To his dependaatb ha is hurnant 
and benevolent. 

W« will conclude this sketch with an extract taken' 
by permission from a letter of an officer of high rank^ 
who served with Gen. Harrison, and was his associate 
in many a hair's breadth 'scape. 

It was Gen. Harrison's constant practice to addresa' 
his troops, personally, believing it to be more effectual 
than the common mode of general orders^ He never 
omitted an opportunity of setting his troops the exam- 
ple of cheerfully submitting to those numerous and severe 
privations incident to the carrying on of military opera- 
tions, in an almost tracUess desert, and in the most 
inclement seasons. ** 

During the campaign on the Wabash, the troops 
were put upon half a pound of bread per day. This 
quantity only was allowed to the officers of every rank 
and rigidly conformed to in the General's own family* 
The allowance for dinner was uniformly divided 
between the company, and not an atom more was per* 
nitted. In the severe winter campaign of I8l^-t3<^hft 



i66r marroBY of 

slept under a thinner tent than anj other person^ wheth- 
er officer or soldier $ and it vras the general observation 
of the officers, that his accommodations might generallj 
be known, by their being the worst in the army. Upon 
the expedition up the Thames all his baggage was con* 
tained in a valise, while his bedding consisted of a single 
blanket, fastened over his saddle, and even this he gave 
to Col. Evans, a British officer, who was wounded. His 
•idisistence was exactly that of a common soldier. 

On the nig^t, after the action upon the Thames, ihn* 
ty-five British officers supped witii him upon fresh beef 
itNuted before the fire, v«dthout either bread orsal^. 
and without, ardent spirits of- any kind. Wheth- 
er upon the march, or in the camp, the whole army 
was regularly under arms at day brealu Upoir no 
occasion did he fail to be out himself, however severv 
the weatiier, and was generally the first officer on horse* 
back of the whole army. Indeed, he made it a point 
on every occasion, to set an example of fortitude and 
patience to his men, and to share with them every 
hardsbipf difficult, and danger. 
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Indian Attacks and Massacresy tn 1812* 

MASSACRE OF THE GARRISON OT FORT DEARBORN. 

On the 9th of August, ISIS, Capt Heald, whp 
commanded at Fort Dearborn,* received orders from 
Ben. HuUy to evacuate that fort, and to proceed to De- 
troit by land. On the 13th, Capt. Wells, from Fort 
Wayne arrived v^ith about SO Miamies for the purpose 
3f escorting the garrison. The neighboring Indiana 
)eing informed of tlie intended evacuation, came in 
rom all quarters to receive the goods in the United 
States Factory store, which Capt. Heald^was authorised 
to ^stribute among them> ; he gave them the goods and 
% quantity of provisions,.butdestroyed the surplus arms 
uid ammunhion as well as a quantity of liquor. The 
collection of Indians was large, but they conducted 
with the E(trk5test propriety till after the garrison left 
the fortf 

On the 15ih, at 9 in the morning, the garridoi corn* 
menced its march. A part of tlie Miamies were de- 
tached in frocEt; the remainder were in the rear as 
guards, under Capt. Wells* Hie situation of the coun- 
try rendered it necessary for them to take the beach, 
with tlie lake on their left, and a high sand bank on their 
ri^t, at about 100 yards distance. 

They had proceeded about a mile and a half, wheki It 
was discovered the Indians were prepared to attack 
them from behind the bank. Capt. Ileald immedi- 
ately marched ip with the company to the top of the 

* This fort is situated on the south western shore of 
lake Michigan at the mouth of Chicago river. It is a 
^ace of condderable resort for the FotteMraJXftml^> 
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bank, when the action commenced. After firing •nt 
round, they charged and the savages gave waj in front 
and joined those on the flanks. In 15 minutes the 
Indians got possession of all their horses, provisions 
and haggage of every description. The Miamies afford- 
ed no assistance, and many of the garrison had already 
fallen. Capt. Heald drew off the few men he had left, 
and took possession of a small elevation in the open 
prarrie out of the reach of the Indian fire from the bank, 
or any other cover. The Indians did not follow but 
assembled in a body on the top of the bank, and, after 
a short consultation among themselves, made signs for 
Capt. Heald to approach them. He advanced towards 
them alone, and was met by one of the Pottewattemie 
chiefs called the Blackbird, with an interpreter. After 
shaking hands he requested Capt. H. to surrender, prom* 
iting to spare the lives of the prisoners. The captain 
did not put entire confidence in his promises, but thon^t 
it most prudent to comply with his request. After de- 
livering up their arms, the prisoners were taken back tt * 
the fort, and distributed among the different tribes. The 
aext morning the Indians set fire to the fort, and left the 
place, taking the prisoners with them. 

The number of warriors was between four and five 
hundred $ mostly Pottewattemies $ fifteen of the In- 
dians were killed. The Americans, when the action 
.commenced^ consisted of 54 regulars and 12 militia; 
out of which 2^ regulars and all theHnilitia were killed 
in the action, with two women and twelve children. 
Capt. Wells, Dr. Yan Yorhees and Ensign Roman vrere 
among the killed. Exclusive of Capt. Heald and his 
^ife, who were permitted to jreside a few weeks at St. 
Jo8€pb% 25 noncommissioned officers and privates, and 
^ierta woni^n and chUdrea^W^T«\iAt%v^ia,^M^^ 
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Attack of Fort Harrison.^ 



'N the evening of the 3d of September, two yoxng 
men who were making hay about 400 yards from the 
fort, were killed and scalped. , €apt. Taylor was at 
the same time informed by «ome friendly Indians, that 
the Prophet's party would soon annve for the purpose rf 
commencing hostilities. Late in the evening-of the 4th, 
between 30 and 40 Indians, mostly chiefs, arrived from 
Tippecannoc with a white flag ; among whom were sev- 
eral women. A Shawanese, that spoke good English, 
infortned Capt. Taylor that they intended to speak t« 
him the next morning to get something to eat I 

At reveille beating, Capt. Taylor examined the men's 
arms, and found them all in good order, and completed 
-yieir cartridges to 16 rounds per man 5 but he had not 
been able for several days previous, to moruntaguard 
of more than 6 privates and two non commissioned 
officers. Indeed he had for some considered his post 
untenable, if vigorously attacked. He had not fully 
recovered from a fever, and was not able to be up muck 
tlirough tlie night. Nevertheless his measures were cir- 
cumspect. After tatoo he cautioned the ^aids to be 
vigilant,and ordered one of tlie noncommissioned officers, 
as the sentinels could not see every part of the garrison^ 
to w-aik around on the inside during tlie whole night, la 
order to prevent the Indians taking any advantage, if 
they meditated an attack. 

'^* The fort stands on the Wabasli about 150 miles 
above Vincennes, atid wai built in October- 1811* 
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About 1 1 o^^Iock, the Indians commenced tlieir ai 

and fired tlie lower block house. The handful of 

were soon at their posts ; but the cry of " fire'' 

tluced considerable confusion : whdle a part of th 

rison were renaming the fire of the Indians, the i 

vrtre employed in endeayoring to extinguish the ft 

but before a sufficient quantity of water could h 

cured, the fire communicated to several barrels of 

key, and in spite of every exertion, the whole bui 

xvas enveloped in flames. This blockhouse adj 

the barracks and constituted a partof the line of del 

The darkness of the night, the raging of the fire 

enfeebled state of the ganison, not more than 

vihom were fit for duty, the cries of the women and 

•dren, the desperate prospect of defence, and aboi 

■the yelling and howling of -several hundreds of 

riate savages, were sufficient to dismay the sti 

lieart. To add to tlieir misfortunes, two of the ; 

men in the fort, and in whom the captain had full 

dence, overcome by ^e terrors of the scene, ju 

the pickets and left them. But Captain Taylor'« 

«nce of mind did not for a moment forsake him. 

saw that by tlirowing oft* the roof of the barracks ^ 

adjoined the blockhouse, And keeping the side we 

progress of tiie flames would be checked, and he 

convinced his men that there was still a chance 1 

fend themselves, as they could throw up a temp 

breast work across the breach caused by the bumi 

the block house, after the fire should cease raging. 

inspired new life, and in the words of Capt. T. « : 

'did men act with more firmness or desperation^" 'J 

that were able mounted the top of the barracks, g 

fired 4>n the enemy. Tlie contiguous reof was 
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cleared away amid a shower of ballets and falling fiake» 
of fire. Dr. Clark was among the first upon the rooi^ 
and continued by his example to animate and encour- 
age the men during the whole period of the attack, 
which lasted seven hours. Only one man wa3 killed 
and two wounded on- the roof. The barracks were sevr 
cral times in a blaze and as often extinguished , and be- 
fore day they had raised a temporary breast work a^ 
cross the breach as high as a man's head^ altho' the In- 
dians poured in a constant fire of ball and arrows the 
whole time. The garrison lost but two men killed io: 
ttie fort, one on. the roof, as before stated, and one who- 
got into one of the gullies of the bastions and fired 
over the pickets, and called out to his comrads that he 
liad killed an Indian, but neglecting to stoop down in* 
staatly^ he was shot dead: 

The two men who jumped ihe pickets gained noAing 
by fl^ht. . One was cau^ about ISO yards from tfae 
ganrisoa and Utterally hewn to pieces. The other had 
his ana broken in a most shocking manner, and return*- 
ed to the fort a littie before day.. 

At day light our men began to fire with more eflfecty. 
which induced the Indians to wididraw beyond the 
reach of the fire of the fort, when they commenced 
shooting all the hogs, cattle and horses in the vicini^ 
of the garrison. On the 5th they entirely withdrew. 
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JttaeX: on FortBelk Vue, 



F. 



ORT Belle Yue is situated oh the Mississippi,. 
«bove tiie mouth of the MiMouri, and is tt verj ineli^- 
bie situatioii for a Fort, as the parade ground can be 
•wept by small arms^and the fort is surrounded by chasms 
4o within ten or twelve paces of the pickets and block 
liouses, which form complete hiding places and defences 
io a lurking^ savage foe. 

On the 5th of September 1812, at half |>ast 5 P. M. 
the garrison was attacked by a party of Winnebagoes, 
consisting as was supposed oif about 200 wurriors. 
•They found but one man outside the pickets ; whom 
they instantly tomahawked. A constant firing on both 
Bides was kept up till dark, but with little effect. The 
next morning they renewed the attack, burnt several 
boats and began to throw pT% on the; block houses that 
atood near the bank of the riv^, but not sufficiently 
uear to command the declivity of the bank. To counter- 
act the effects of ihe fire, syringes were made of gun 
barrels, by which means the roofs were wet so as to 
prevent the fire taking. In the course of the day, the 
Indians killed the live stoek,. burnt several houses and 
destrayed tlie corn. On the 7th they continued throwing 
fire brands on the roofs of the block houses. The 
morning being calm all their ingenious attempts to fire 
the roofs of the houses failed. The commandant ot the 
fort, Lieut. Thomas Hamilton, believing that the enemy 
was only waiting a favorable wind to set fire to the U* 
States Factory by which means the whole garrison must 
iuevitably hive perished in a general conflagration^ sent 
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a soldier with fire to the factory in tiie evening, and in 
less than three hours that building was totally consumed 
without the least injury to the garrison. The Indiana 
in the course of the attack, threw upwards of 500 pieces 
of burning timber oh the roofs, besides discharging an 
innumerable quantity of arrows tcUh maiekes tied to 
them. On the 8th, they began to retire, aftor having 
bad several killed. Not a man of the garrison was hurt. 

P 2 
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They reached the Prophet's town on the 19th of'Sortut' 
ber. The next he dispatched 300 men to destroj Ae 
Winnebago village lying on Ponce Passu creek. This 
party commanded by Gen. Butler, surrounded tiie place 
about break of day, but found it evacuated. The town 
contained about 40 houses, many of them from 30 to 50 
feet long ; besides many temporary huts in the surroun- 
ding prairie. After this they destroyed the Prophet's 
town, which bad been mostly rebuilt. Their next ob- 
ject was the destruction of the great Kickapoo village 
nearly opposite to Ttppecannoe, on the west side of the 
Wabash. This last town contained 160 houses and 
cabins^ and shared the fate of the other villages. Great 
quantities of corn were found ei&er in the houses or 
buried in the earth and covered with mats. Sevenmiles 
to the eaat on Ponce Passu creek, a party of Indians 
attacked and killed a gallant solder of the name sf 
Dunn. This induced a detachment of 6Q horsemen 
under Lieut. Cols. Miller and Wilcox to go in pursuit of 
the Indians. The party fell into an ambush and lost IS 
of their number in killed and missing. A fall of snons 
the severity of the weather and destitute state of the 
troops prevented further operatiQ&s* The army return* 
c4 to Vincennes^ 



V 
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Events on the Niagara Frontier in 1812. 

JLi ANGOR, indecision, and a want of concert mark- 
ed the progress of militarj mavcmenis on the Niagara 
frontier during the whole of 1812. The first event 
which drew the public attention to this quarter^ was a 
successful enterprize executed against the brigs Adams 
and Caledonia, which were cut out from under the guxM 
of fort Erie,, on the evening of the 8th. of October. 

The letter of Lieut. Elliot to the Secretary of the 
Navj^ will best detail the circumstances of this brUHant 
achievement. 

Blmk Rock, October 9. 

Sir-— I have the honor to inform you that on the 
morning of the 8th inst. two British vessels, which I was 
informed were his Britannic Majesty's brig Detroit, late 
the United States' brig Adams, aikl the brig Hunter, 
mounting 14 guns, but which afterwards proved ta be 
the brig Caledonia, both said to be well armed and 
manned, came down the lake and anchored under the 
protection of fort Erie. Having been on the lines for 
sometime and in a measure inactively employed, I deter- 
mined to make an attack, and if possible to get posses- 
sion of them. A strong inducement to this attempt 
arose from a conviction that with these two vessels added 
to those which I have purchased and am fitting out, I 
should be able to meet the remainder of the British force 
on the upper lakes and save an incalculable expense and 
labor to the government. On the morning of their arri-^ 
val I heard that our seamen iftre but a sboirt djLstancje 
from this place, and immediately dispatched an express 
to the officers directing them to use all possible dii^tch 
in getting tb^ir mw to th^ k\^c«> ^\\AsSk\ss^Kii^»aBiii 
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service to perform. On their arrival^ wliich was i 
12 o'clock, I discovered that they had onl j 20 fa 
and neither cutlasses or battle axes. But on applic 
to Generals Smith and Hall of the regulars and m 
I was supplied with a few arms, and Gen. Smith w 
good on mj request as immediately to detach fiftj 
from the regulars, armed with muskets. 

By 4 o'clock in the afternoon, I had my men seli 
and stationed in two boats, which I had previooslj 
pared for the purpose. With these boats, 50 men ii 
and under circumstances very disadvantageous, m^ 
having scarcely had time to refresh themselves a 
fatiguing march of 500 miles, I put off from the moi 
Buffiilo creek, at 1 o'clock the following morning, s 
S> I was along side the vessels. In the space of ab< 
minutes I had the prisoners all secured, the to 
■heeled kerne, and the vessels under way. Unforti 
ly the wind was not sufficiently strong to get i 
against a rapid current into the lake, where I had u 
stood another armed vessel lay at anchor, and 
obliged to run down the river by the Forts, under a 1 
fire of round, grape and cannister, from a numl 
pieces of heavy ordnance and several pieces of 
artillery, was compelled to anchor at a distance of 
400 yai*ds from two of their batteries. After th 
charsre of thft first min. which was from fli« flvino* 
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position as the circumstances would admit of? under one 
of our batteries at Black Rock, I now brought all the 
guns of the Detroit on one side next the enemvj station- 
ed the men at them, and directed a fire which was con- 
tinued as long as our ammunition lasted and circum- 
stances permitted. During the contest I endeavored to 
get the Detroit on our side by sounding a line, there 
being no wind on shore, with all the line 1 could muster; 
but the current being so strong, the boat could not reach 
the shore. I then hailed our shore and requested that 
warps would be made fast on land, and sent on board ; 
the attempt to all which again proved useless. As the 
fire was such as would, in all probability, sink the vessel 
in a short time, I determined to drift down the river out 
of the reach of the batteries, and make a stand against 
the flying artillery. I accordingly cut the cable, made 
sail with very light airs, and at that instant discovered 
tliat the pilot had abandoned me. I dropped astern for 
about 10 minutes, when I was brought up on our shore 
on Squaw Island ; got the boarding boat ready, had the 
prisoners put in and sent on shore witli directions for the 
officer to return for me and what property we could get 
from the brig. He did not return, OM'ing to the diiacul- 
iy in the boat's getting on shore. Discovering a skiff 
under the counter, I put the four remaining prisoners in 
the boat, and with my officers I went on shore to bring 
tlie boat ofi'. I asked for protection to the brig of Lieut. 
Col. Scott who readily gave it. At this moment I dis- 
covered a boat with about 40 soldiers from the British 
side, making for the brig. They got on board, but were 
soon compelled to abandon her, with the loss of nearly 
all their men. During the whole of this morning both, 
sides of the river kept up alternately a contlmislfc^'OML 
tlic hpig, Md 80 much injured Yvet V\v^\.V\.^^^>ck)c^^^^5^^ 
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to have Boated her. Before I left her, she had several 
•hot of large size in her bends, her sails in ribbons, and 
rigging all cut to pieces. 

To my officers and men I feel under great obligation. 
To Ci^t. Townson and Lieut Roach of the 2d regiment 
of artillery, Ensign Prestman of the infantry, Capt 
Chapin, Mr. John M'Comb, Messrs. John Town, Tho- 
mas Dain, Peter Overstocks and James Sloan, resident 
gentlemen of Buffalo, for their soldier and swlor like 
conduct. In a word, sir, every man fought as if with 
their hearts animated only by the interest and honor of 
their country. 

The prisoners I have turned over to the military. The 
Detroit mounted 6 six pound long guns, a commanding 
Lieut, of marines, a boatswain and gunner, and 56 men ; 
about 30 American prisoners on board, muskets, pistols, 
cutlasses, and battle axes. In boarding her I lost^ne 
man, one officer wounded, Mr. John C. Cummings, act- 
ing midshipman, a bayonet through the leg ^ his conduct 
was correct and deserves the notice of the department 
The Caledonia mounted two small guns, blunderbusses, 
pistols, muskets, cutlasses, and boarding pikes, IS men 
including officers, 10 prisoners on board. The host 
boarding her commanded hj sailing master George 
Watts, who performed his duty in a masterly style* 
But one man killed, and four wounded badly, lam afraid 
mortally. I enclose you a list of the officers and mea 
engaged in the enterprize, and also a view of the lake 
and river in the different situations of attack. In a day 
or two I shall forward the names of the prisoners. The 
Caledonia belongs to the N. W. Company, loaded witk 
fiirs, worth I understand £200,000. 

Witti iientiments 6f respect, I have the honor to be,&c« 



TOT LATB WAR. *•» 



Battle of Queenstomn.*' 
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HE events pf the 13th October exhibit a Strang* 
emblage of militarj foil J, daring intrepidity^ palpa- 
blunders and unavailing courage. 
The official account of Gen. Stephen Van Renfiselaer, 
detailed in a letter to Gen. Dearborn, is as follows : 

" Head QuaTters^ Leunstown^ Oct. 14, 1812. 
SIR — As the movements of the army under my com- 
ind, since I had last the honor to address you en the 
1 inst. have been of a very important character, pro- 
cing consequences serious to many individuals ; es- 
)lishing facts actually connected with the interest of 
3 service and the safety of the army rand as I stand 
Dminently responsible for some of these consequences, 
)eg leave to explain to you, sir, and through you, to 
Y country, the situation and circumstances in which I 
ve had to act, and the reasons and motives which gov- 
ned me : and if the result is not all that might have 
en wished, it is such that when the whole ground shall 
\ viewed, I shall cheerfully submit myself to thejudg- 
ent of my <50untry. 

* Queenstown is a pleasant village nine miles above 
ort George and seven below the Falls of Niagara. It 

elevated more than 100 feet above the surface of the 
ver, and is a place of depot for all the meixhandize 
nd public Stores destined for the Upper Lakes and 
ic North West. The return trade also passes througli 
lis villa^. llie Portage from this place to Chippewa, 

nine miles and a half. The ti-ansportation of proper* 
r, is immense. The single article of Fur, employs a 
reat number of teams. Both banks of the Niagara, ex- 
n^t a beaatiful scenery. 
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Iq my letter of the 8th inst. I apprised you that a cri- 
sis in this campaign was rapidly advancing ; and that^ 
(to repeat the same words) " the blow must be soon 
struck^ or all the toil and ea^pence of the campaign go 
for nothings for the whole vnll be tinged with dishonor.^* 

Under such impressions, I had on the 5th instant, 
written to hrigadier general Smyth, of the United States' 
forces, requesting an interview with him, major general 
Hall and the commandants of the United States' regi- 
ments, for the purpose of conferring upon the subject of 
future operations. I wrote major general Hall to tiic 
B^nieipurport. On the 11th, I had received no ansVer 
froni;|;^]^)^al Smyth ; but in a note to me of the 10th, 
general ndHlhiCntioned that general Smyth had not yet 
then agreed itpoti any day for the consultation. 

In the mean time, the partial success of lieutenant 
iSiliot, at Black Rock (of which, however, I have re- 
ceived no official information,) began to excite a strong 
disposition in ihe troops to act. This was expressed io 
)ne through various channels, in the shape of an alter- 
native ; that they must have orders to acf— or, at all 
hazards, they laotdd go home. I forbear, here, com* . 
menting upon the obvious consequences, to me, person- 
ftlly, of longer withholding my orders under such cir- 
cumstances. 

I had a conference with -•— ^ , as to the possibility 

of getting some person to pass over to Canada, and ob- 
tain correct information. On the morning of tlie 4th) 
he wrote to me that he had procured the man, ^ho hort 
Lis letter to go over. Instructions were given him f he 
passed over-— obtained such information as warranted 
an immediate attack. This was confidently communi- 
e^ted to several of my first ofiicers^ and produced great . 
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z«al to act ; more especiallj as it iniglit have a controls 
iiig effect upon the movements at Detroit, where it wa9 
supposed that gener:^l Brock had gone v ith all the force 
J^e dared to spare from the Niagara frontier. The best 
preparations in my power, were therefore, made to dis- 
lodge the enemy from the heights of Queenstown, and 
possess ourselves of the village, where the troops might 
be sheltered from the disties&iiig inclemency of the 
breather. 

.Lieut, col. Fen wick's flying artillery » and a detach* 
ment of regular troops, under his command, were or- 
dered to be up in season from Fort Niagara. Oi'derf 
wore also sent gen. Smvth,to send down from Buffi^o, 
such detachment of his brigade as existing circum^tan? ' 
ces in that vicinity, might warrant. The attack was to 
have be.en raadeat 3 o'clock, on the morning of the 11th, 
by crossing over in boats from the Old Ferry opposite 
the heights. To avoid any embarrassment in crossing 
the river (which is here a sheet of violent eddies) expe* 
rienced boatmen were procured to take the boats from 
tiie lUiiding below to the place of embarkation. Lieut. 
Sim was considered the man of the greatest skill for 
this service — ^he went a head, and in tlie extreme dark- 
ness, passed the intended place far up the river 5 and 
there, in a most extraordinary manner, fastened his 
boat to the shore, and abandoned the detachment. In 
</ti8 /row f 6oat he had carried nearly every oar, which 
was prepared for all the boats* In this agonizing di- 
lemma, stood officers and men, whose ardor had not 
been cooled by exposure through the night to one of the 
most tremendous north east storms, which continued^ 
unabated, for twenty eight hours, and del^iged.the whole 
camp. Tlic approach of day light extinguished ev^ry 
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proivpecttif meceii^ atid the deUchment rtbalrm 
can^p. Col. Van Rensselaer was to have commi 
the detachment 

After this result, I had hoped the patience of the 1 
would have continued until I could submit the plai 
gested in my letter of the 8th, that I might act 
and in conformity to the opinion which might be 
expressed. But ray hope was idle : the prcvioud 
cited ardor seemed to haveS gained new heat froi 
late miscarriage^^the brave were mortified to stop 
of their object, and the timed thought laurels hal 
by the attempt. 

On the morning of the ISth, such was the pre 
upon me from all quarters, that I became satisfies 
iny refusal to act mi^t involve me in suspicion aj 
acjrvice in disgrace. 

Viewing affairs at Buffdlo as yet unset tied, I h 
mediately countermanded the march of general Sr 
br gade, upon the failure of the first cxpeditioi 
'having now determined to attack Qaeenstown, 
hew Q!-ders to general Smyth to march ; not wi 
view of his aid in the attack, for I considered the 
detached sufficient, but to support the detachment i 
the confUctbe obstinate and long continued. 
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col<Hiel Christie a column of the same nutlnber of regU'^ 
lar troops. 

£very precantioDr was now adopted as to boats, and 
the most confkkential and. experienced men to . manage 
them. At an eari j hour in the nighty Ueutenanl colonel 
Christie - marched, hi^ detachment^ byr the rear ^road^ 
from Niagara to camp^ 4>t 7 in tbe evenju^ lieutenant 
colonel Straaahan's regiment moTcd from Niagara Fall» 
-Hit 8 o'clock) Mead's— And at 9^ lieutenant colouel 
BUri's regiment marched from the same place* All 
were in camp in good se»son«^ Agreeably to m j ordera 
issued upon this occasion^ the two columns iwere topasa 
oyer together ; as soon as* iiie heights shotdd.be carried^ 
lieutenant colonel Fen wick's ijing: artillery was topata 
over ; then major Mullany's detachment of regulars % 
aad the other troops to follow in order; 

At dawn of day the boats were in readiness, and the 
troops commenced orabarkingt under the cover of a com* 
manding battery mounting tw9 eighteen poundeVs and 
two sixes* . The mcrvement:W9S soon dise^vered/and » 

■ 

brisk fire of mnsqnetry was poured from the^ Whole lino 
of the Canada shore* Our battery then opened to sweep 
the shore \ but it was^ for some minutes, toio dark to dir 

I 

rectmuch fire with safety* A brisk cannonade^.waa 
now opened upon the boats from three diff^remt battot 
ries-^ur battery returned the fire, and- oi^caaion^Jly 
threw grape upon-the shore,, and wds itself served with 
shells from a small: mortar of the-' enemy's. oColonel 
Bcott, of the artill^, by hastening his marchfrbm Ni- 
agara Falls in the night, arrived in season to return th^ 
enemy's fire. with 3 scz pounders. . ^ 

The boa^ were some ^at e«vV^«m»!iA^^«^^ 
9, a« w«U oa with n d^Q»R^ ^ «\m«\'x Vi»X.5^^9itf^itt^^ 
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Rensselaer, %vith about 100 men, soon effected his land!' 
ing amidst a tremenduous fire directed upon him from 
ever J point $ bat to the astonishment of all ^ho witness- 
ed the scene, this van of the column advanced slowly 
Against the fire. It was a serious misfortune to the van 
ahd indeed to the whole expedition, that in a few min- 
utes after landing, col. Van Rensselear received four 
wounds — a ball passed through his right thigh, entering^ 
just below the hip-bon&— <iDother shot passed throug|b 
the same thigh, a little below — ^the third through the 
calf of his left leg — and a fourth contused his heel. This 
VZ9 quite a crisis in the expedition. Under so severe a 
fire it was difRcuU to form raw troops. B j some mis- 
management of the boatmen, lieut. col. Chribtie did not 
anive until some time after this, and was wounded in 
the hnnd in passing tlie river. Col. Van Rensselear 
was still able to stand ; and with gieat presence of mind 
ordered his officers to proceed with rapidity and storm tiie 
fort. Tliis service was gallantly performed, and tiie en- 
emy driven down the hill in every direction. Soon af-» 
ter this, both parties were reinforced, and the conflict 
was renewed in various places — many of the enemy 
took shelter behind a stone guard house, where a piece 
of ordnance was now briskly served. I ordered the 
fire of our battery directed upon the guard house ; and 
it was so effectually done, that with 8 or 10 shot the 
firo was silenced. The enemy then retreated behind a 
largesione house ; but in a short time tiie route became 
general, and the enemy's fire was silenced except from 
a one gun battery, so far down Die river as to be out 
©f the reach of our heavy ordnance and our light pieces 
could not silence It. A. tium>)et o^ \)q^1% tlqw passed 
prer -an&nnojcA eic^pi f torn VW wi^ ^'^'^5??'^ ^>l 
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For some time after I bad passed over, the victory ap- 
peared complete : but in the expectation of furtlier at- 
tacks, I was taking measures for fortifying mj camp 
immediately — tlie direction of this ser> ice I committed 
to lieut. Totten, of the engineers. But very soon the 
•enemy were reinforced by a detachment of several hun- 
dred Indians from Chippawa — they commenced a furious 
attack ; but they were promptly met and routed by tlie 
rifle and bayonet. By this time, I perceived my troops 
"were embarking very slowly, I passed immediately over 
to accelerate their movements ; but to my utter astonish- 
ment, I found that at the very moment when complete 
victory was in our hands, the ardor of the unengaged 
troops had entirely subsided. I rode in all directions : 
urged the men by every consideration to pass over — ^but 
in vain. Lieut, col. Bloom, who had been wounded in 
the act! on, returned, mounted his horse and rodetlirough 
the camp ; as did also Judge Peck, who happened to be 
here, exhorting the companies to proceed— -but all ia 
Tain. 

At this time a large reinforcement from Fort George 
were discovered coming. up the river. As the battery 
on the hill was considered an important check against 
their ascending the heights, measures were immediate* 
ly taken to send them a fresh supply of ammunitioD, as 
I had learnt there were left only £0 shot for the 18 poun- 
ders. The reinforcements, however, obUqued to the 
right from the road and formed a junction with the In- 
dians in the rear of the heights. Finding to my infinite 
mortification, tliat no reinforcement would pass over ; 
seeing that another severe conflict must soon commence ; 
and knowing that the brave men qCIK^ Vv^v^is^ Hi^\^ 
quite exhAWited and AOftrl; <iv\ %i %.ia\iyKi^^^> ^^ 
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could do was to send them afi*esh supply of cartridges* 
At this critical moment I dispatched a note to gen. Wads- 
worth, acquainting him with our situation— leaving the 
course to be pursued much to his own judgment— with 
assurance that if he thought best to retreat, I would 
endeavour to send as many boats a& I could command^ 
and cover his retreat by every fire I could safely make* 
But tlie boats were dispersed — many of the boatmen had , 
fled, panic struck — and but a few got ofL But my aote 
could but little more than have reached gen. W. about 4 
o'clock, when a most severe and obstinate conflict com* 
Bienced and continued about half au hour, with a tre* 
mendous fire of cannon, fiying artillery and musketry* 
The enemy succeeded in repossessing their battery f 
and gaining advantage on every side, the brave mca 
who had gained tlie victory, exhausted of strength and 
ammunition, and grieved at the unpardonable neglectof 
their fellow soldiers, gave up the conflict. 

I can only add that the victory was really won 5 but 
lost for the want of a small reinforcement. One ildri 
fArt of the idle men might have saved alL 

I have been so prest with the various duties of burying 
the dead, providing for the wounded, collecting the pub- 
lic property, negociating an exchange of prisoners, and 
all the concerns consequent of such a battle, that I have 
not been able to forward this dispatch at as eariy an 
hour as I could hare wished. I shall soon forward you 
another dispatch in which I shall endeavor to point out 
to you the conduct of some most gallant and deserviug 
officers. But I cannot in justice close this without ex- 
pressing the very great obligation 1 am under to briga- 
dier general Wadsworth, colonel Van Rensselaer, col. 
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^^n €^bftta/ ' Mtay dtfaers hare also bebayed gal* 
lantljA As I have reason to believe that many of our 
troops fled to the woods^ with the hope of crossing the 
river, I have not been able to learn the probable num- 
ber of killed, wounded, or prisoners. The. slaughter of 
our troops must have been rer j considerable. And the 
enem J have suffered severely. 

General Brock is among their slain, and his airf-de* 
camp mortally wounded. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect and con- 
sideration, your most obedient servant. 

STN. VAN RENSSELAER. 
On tlie 23d of October Gen. Tan Rensselaer gives tlie 
following additional particulars in the conclusion of a 
letter addressed to Gk>v. Tompkins. 

^ t cannot in justice to my own feelings to merit, 
and to the service, close without noting to your excel- 
lency a number of officers whose conduct in the late 
action would have reflected great honor upon veteran 
soldiers and entitles them to the notice of your excel- 
lency and the gratitude of their country. 

« Brig. General Wadsworth proved himself an officer 
capable of commanding with promptness, coolness and 
decision, in all the vicissitudes of battle ; and though 
he was fortunate enough to escape wounds, scarcely a 
garment had he on, but bears more than one mark of 
honorable testimony. 

<^ Col. Van Rensselaer was in the first boat,, and tbe 
flrst man on shore ; in the most gallant manner he led 
the van of the first column through a very severe fireV 
and when four wounds prevented liis proceeding, he 
gave his orders with decisive ^takw^«6k^^^d.t5\<%.^ -^^x^ 
•iectoa/Iy performed, MajwV^^^^i^^V^^^^^^'^^ 
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teer My and his coara^ and conduct on the fitld wore 
highlj honorable to a young officer. 

^< Lieut. Colonel Bloom was earlj in the action and 
ii\'hen a wound obliged him to retire from the field he 
persevered in efforts to urge on reinforcements. 

<< Lieut. Colonels, Allen, Stranaban and Mead exert- 
ed tbemselve3 to get as many of their men as possible 
to the field, and faced the enemy to the last. 

<< Major Spencer aid de camp to Gen. Wadswortby if 
in all respects an excellent officer^ and his conduct oic 
the field was honorable." . ■ - 

Thus for the account of General Van Rennsselaer^ 
which was written before he had an opportunity to com- 
municate with the officers who had shared the yariout 
fortunes of the day, and who alone were in possession 
of a knowled;!« of facts and circumstances sufficient te 
furnish a correct detail. Major General Van Rensse- 
laer was ratlier the spectator, than the commander, of 
the movements of our troops. No event of the war is 
more involved in obscurity, than the battles of Queens- 
town. In order to throw all possible light on this dark 
subject, it will be necessary to give several distinct 
statements, even at the risk of a repetition. The fol- 
lov/ing extract from the journal of a Cayuga Captain of 
Militia, will furnish many interesting particulars. 

Extract from the Journal. 

October 10, 1812, 4 o'clock P. M. Col. Bloom re- 
ceived orders from Gen. Van Rensselaer, to march with 
his Regiment for Lewistown, at 2 o'clock the next 
morning. 

October 11, at 2 o'clock A. M. Commenced our 
march, it had rained for some time before we had start- 
^J— having proceeded two and aVv^QMmA^^^vi^^^MtwV^ 
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impossible to go any furtlier ; the rain was incessant^ 
and the night extremely dark — took our quarters in a 
bam 5 at day light proceeded on our inarch 5 we howev- 
•r soon received orders to return to our camp, at Blan- 
chester^ The object of this movement was to have at- 
tacked the enemy at day break, at Queenstown ; but the 
rain frustrated the plan. The rain continued all this 
tlay. 

October 12. Remained in Camp till 9 o'clock P. M, 
when, agreeable to General Orders, we commenced our 
march a second t^ne for Lewistown. 

October 13* Arrived at Lewistown at 1 o'clock, A. 
M. Rested on our arms till 4 A. M. wlien orders were 
given for crossing the Niagara, and attacking the enemy ; 
arrived at the River, at half past 4 A, M. there were 
thirteen Boats at the river ; a detachment of our Regu- 
lars and Militia embarked. I was obliged to wait with 
my company till they should return, which consumed 
about one hour. During this time we were exposed to 
the enemy's fire 5 several were killed, one wounded at 
the water's edge. Only threie boats returned 5 in these, 
I embarked with my company, find soon reached the op- 
posite shore. 

The Enemy's principal battery was taken by storm 5 
they fled precipitately. Gen. Brock however, soon ral- 
lied them, and led them to the charge 5 our men fell 
back, but receiving a small reinforcement, faced about, 
and renewed the attack. Gen. Brock and his Aid, Col. 
McDonald, both fell, and the British troops now fled in 
every direction. About 11 o'clock A.*M. the Canadian 
Militia and Indians had collected in considerable force', 
and commenced on us a furious ait!icVL^\s>aX^i\.^^^.^^^ 
canfUcty v/ere completely routed. 
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Scarcely had we gained this second victory, when a 
large reinforcement of Regulars was seen to approach 
towards us frx)m Fort George; they gained all their 
points ahout 4 o'clock, P. M. which were as follows :— 

Their light Artillery^ consisting of five pieces, wm 
posted on our right flank. Their Regulars in front of 
our line ; while their Militia and Indians were endeav- 
ouring to surround our left. Thus situated, Gen. Wads- 
worth called a <:ouncil of war. It was deemed prudent 
that we should retreat to a better position. The ene- 
my immediately opened on us a heavy fire, which con- 
tinued for about half an hour, when we were compelled 
to surrender, prisoners of war. The Indians did not , 
however directly cease. Several murders were com- 
mitted. One of our officers in particular, while in the 
act of offering his sword and commission to a British 
officer, and soliciting his protection, fell by the blow of 
a tomahawk. A number of our men, being determined 
nut to surrender, plunged into the Niagara, intending 
to swim across ; some were shot, others drowned, and 
only three reached the American shore. We wxre ta- 
ken to the village of Queenstown. Feelling anxious to 
render some assistance to my wounded comnwles, I made 
application to return to the field of battle 5 it was grant- 
ed. Capt. Hatt of the British Artillery, accompanied 
me« The first place we went to, was a small flat on 
the margin of the river, where we first landed 5 there 
lay 16 or 17 of our men dead 5 the first two, however, 
that w€ came to, were wounded 5 one of them expired^ 
the other I removed to a log house, standing near : 
while thus employed, the Indians descended tilie bank 
near where I was, and coinm^Tic.fe^^QKvfcTwsf^^.'^tJLvttjtdof 
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bodies of the Americans* From tiiis, we ascended the 
heights, which had been the principle scene of the ac- 
tion. The Indians had been here before us. It was a 
sight of horror ! and I have every reason to believe that 
«ome of our wounded had been brought to an untimely 
"end bj these savage hell hoands, I asked Capt. Hatt 
ivhj the Indians were permitted thus to mutilate the 
dead bodies of our men. He replied, tliat it was agree- 
able to the Indian mode of warfare. The conversation 
then turned on the manner and result of tlic engage- 
ment. Capt. Hatt enquired " whether we had not in- 
tended to have made the attack on Sunday morning ?'' 
Not wishing to give him a direct answer, I asked him 
ivhat reason he had for such a belief ?, lie replied, 
that he was apprised of our movements, and was ready 
for us. <• But*' continued he, ^* I suppose the heavy . 
rain prevented you. I was again informed of your com- 
ing at the time y<m did 5 I took my positions accord- 
ingly, and hence you may account for the severe loss of 
your boats, in your first attempt to cross." After arri- 
ving at Queenstown, I was informed that the prisonei-s, 
{wounded excepted) had been removed to Fort George. 
I was put in close confinement 5 after having reflected 
for some time on the events of the day, and what should 
follow, I lay down on the floor, having had no rest for 
two nights before, and having been on my feet almost 
continually for 48 hours, I soon fell asleep and did not 
awake till next morning. 

The Indians had been lurking around the house all 
night, swearing vengeance against the Yankees for kil- 
ling so many of their warriors and relations. 

October 14^ I had the mortification to behold from 
m^ place of confinement, th<« 4e;x^ \iQ<S\fc% ^\ "^^ tsfiKsj. 
R ^ 
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nvho had fallen tlic daj before, lying naked on the ground^ 
white with frost, fqpd for hogs and dogs, which were 
actually running among them. They were, however, 
partially buried the next day, after which, I was remo- 
ved to Fort George. 

October 15. An Indian chief, who had been killed 
in-the battle of the IStli, was buried with military 
honors. 

October 16. General Brock and CoL McDonald 
were buried. The regular troops were this day sent to 
Quebec. 

October 17. The Militia were all paroled, and pas- 
sed over to Niagara. 

The chief cause of the discomfiture of the American 
arms, in the attack of the enemy on the 13th, appears to 
•have been the neglect to provide a sufficient number of 
boats. To convey nearly 3000 men across a deep, wide 
and rapid stream, only thirteen boats were provided ; 
although a competent number were strewed along the 
road, but a few miles distant. 

Other causes operated adversely. Tlie greater part 
of the troops reached Levvistown by forced marches, 
through heavy rains. A suitable quantity of ammunition 
had not been seasonably collected. When Colo- 
nels Stranahan and Mead's regiments anived on 
the morning of the 13th, these officers immediately caU 
led on the commanding General and informed him that 
tlieir men were in no situation to go into an engagement ; 
that having marched through an incessant rain, they 
v.ere wet and fatigued ; that tlieir arms were not fit for 
immediate use ; that they had not a supply of amunition, 
^nd, tb^t many were even d^sUluta of cartoucli boxes^ 
And other nexessary cJqu\p\tLCti\.s. Ttv^v NN\^^^\a\Aw^ 
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if lie couW not delay the enleqirize for a day or two, 
which would give their men time to make some prepa- 
rations, and assured him that in that case, they had no 
doubt but that their men would then generally volunteer 
to cross. The General being detcfrtnined in his purpo- 
ses, replied that he should delay it no longer. They 
tlien applied for ammunition, and were directed to call 
for it at his quarters, one hour before day. They cal- 
led at the appointed time, but none had arrived. They 
were then told to call at sunrise. Tlicy culled again 
and learnt, that a waggon had but just started lor the ar- 
senal, some distance from the camp. When the sun 
was one hour above the horison, it returned with a scan- 
ty supply ! 

A scene of confusion had conirmenced before one 
third of the troops were across. Of the small number 
of boats at first collected, some were sunk ; others ren- 
dered unmanageable, floated at random in the stream* 
Several of the boatmen were killed or drowned ; others 
became irresolute ; few could be found hardy enough to 
remain at their posts. 

Col. Van Rensselaer's early wounds, and the failure 
of colonel Chrystie's division of boats, to land at the 
point assigned them, by which he was also wounded, 
and the greater part of his command made prisoners, at 
tlie very onset of the attack, presaged the disasters of 
the day. 

The want of a common commander on the Canadian 
side, was severely felt ; for it is evident enough, that of 
the militia officers. General Wadsworth, Cols. Mead, 
Bloom and Stranahan were by turns commanders in 
chief CoJ. Scott, principally comTft«LXk^\fc^ ^^ ^'^'^iSajt 
troops;, at times, however, Caipta!m% M*s o^.> ^^la^^'^'^ 
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Armstrong, Ogilvie and Lieut. Randolph^ independent- 
Ij commanded their several companies. 

One of the enemy's batteries remained nnsilenced^ 
during; the whole daj. It was situated a little below 
Queenstown village, on the declivitj of the elevated 
bank — ^the effect of this battery was terrible, as it was 
admirably served, and at once, annoyed our men on 
the American side, and the boats as they attempted to 
cross. Major Olmstead of Col. Bloom's regiment of N. 
Y. militia, proposed to General Wadsworth, that if he 
would furnish him 100 men, he would answer for the 
capture of that destructive battery. His request wai 
refused, and perhaps with reason. 

The killed and wounded, v/ere for a considerable part 
of the action, sent back to the American side, and plated 
in full view and hearing of the men who were waiting to 
cross. This spectacle added to the total want of con- 
cert, discipline and means to pass the river, was suf- 
ficient to determine, even a brave man, against a uatkci^ 
exposure of life. 

Another cause combined its disorganizing influence 
with the general fatalities of the enterprise. 

About one fourth of the detached, or drafted Militia, 
then upon the banks of Niagara, were the ^'friends of 
peace^^^ who felt constitutional scruples against crossing 
the U. S. frontiers^ whether in pursuit of a British or a 
savage foe. It was in vain that general Van Rensselaer 
impressively appealed to the patriotism, the courage 
and pride of these benevolent disciples of peace. There 
was indeed a few honorable exceptions ; but the greater 
part with stoical apathy, remained cold spectators of 
the sanguinary scene ; Cot t\\«^ tiissk.^Ti^\.VA^!^l«jDLen- 
enij, but to paralixe tht xuav^axfcuU ^"i w» \x^^^\i^ 
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promulgating their new fkngled notions: of militarf 
duty. 

The absurd policy of waiting fbr the enemy, till he 
shall have passed your frontiers, desolated your dwel- 
lings, plundered and burnt your toxvns and Tillages^ 
ravaged your fidlds^ debauched your women, and mur- 
dered your children, is of very recent discovery, rc- 
<;ognized by no government, practised by no people of 
ancient or modern times; 

It is impossible to foresee at what points, and at what 
moment an enemy may attempt his incursions. While 
you may expect him in one direction, he may as^il yoii 
at another: Nothing tends more to diminish the num- 
ber or unnerve the energy of an army, than to place it 
m thepassive and handcuff predicament of a corps of 
observation. Such was the army of Ifampton in tlie 
autumn of^ 1813 ; and its achievements are character- 
ized by a want of energy and zeal* 

Of all the> nations' of the earth, the United States 
ouglitto be the last to adopt this suicidal policy ! Five 
hundred thousand men could not cover its wide extend- 
ed frontiers, if collected uponthe borders', aitaiting in 
apathy^ sickness and deai^> tHe uncertain approach of 
an enemy, who^ availing himself of hi^ thousand ships 
of war, and numerous savage allies, could choose his 
time and point of invasion. 

Tlie most implacable enemy to the independence and 
rising greatness of America, could not devise a system 
more destructive to her growth, more dangerous to her 
existence. 

From this digression, it is time to return and conclude 
the details of this disastrous and illy advised action^ > 

The dividoMofCoL ScoUvJa»^\^<i^^^5^'^^i'^^^K^^^^ 
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the American shore ; because there was no means fvo*. 
Tided for conveying their artillery over the river. It 
opened its fire witli spirit and eflfecty at daj break, un- 
der the direction of captains Towson and Barker. 

Col. Scott passed over about 8 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, having been ordered to take tlie command of the 
whole of the troops engaged^ But General Wadswortii, 
either with or without orders, had previously crossed, so 
that Col. Scott was obliged to confme Ids orders to the 
regular troops, who amounted to nearly two hundred 
and fifty men. With this handful of heroes,, he accom- 
plished all that valor could perform, or skill devise ^ he 
was constantly exposed. He was in full uniform, auid 
^ ^ gig^i^tic stature ; of course a conspicuous mark for 
the skill of the Indians and Glengary sharp shooters. 
He was advised by an ofilcer, to lay aside his dress. 
** Xo," said he smiling, " I will die in my robes.'' Af- 
ter our troops had surrendered, an Indian came up to 
Col. Scott, and attentively surveyiiig him, said, " You 
are not born to be shot-^o many times"— '(holding up 
all the fingers of both hands to count ten,)-^^ so many 
times I have levelled, and fired my rifle at you." 

Captain Lawrence waS dangerously wounded, and 
several others, killed or knocked down close by his 
side. 

Tlie number of American prisoners,* militia and reg- 
ulars, surrendered, are variously stated, from 3 to 706. 

* J\raTne8 of the Militia Officers, taken prisoners^ at the 
battle cf ^tieenstown, an the ISth of Oetohery 181^. 
Brig. Gen. Wadsworth, and Maj. Spencer, las Aid. 

SIXTEENTH REOIMENT. 

Lieui. Col. Stranahany lA^\A.^Vvt^^vd^ 
^^jor Holland, — ^^xk^\ft^> 
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The accounts of th% killed and Aveundod, are equally 
variant. It appeal's evident however, that tliere was no 
material difTerence between the British and American 
loss. An officer who had the best opportuoitj to judge, 
and who had a full view of the battle ground after the 
action, estimates the American loss at 200 killed^ and 
400 wounded. 

Ueut. Smith, Ensign Denton. 

Ensign Peck, 

SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT. 

Tiieut. Col. Mead, Lieut. Field, 

Capt. Bacon, Ensign Haight, 

. ftoot, Sergt. Maj. Windaof* 
Lieut. Randel, 

EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT. 

Capt. Cronk, Ensign White, 

Lt. Richmond, wounded. « Kenned jr. 

NXNETEIi^TV REGIMENT. 

Capt. Sutton, Lieut. Daniels, 

Eldridge, Theishler, 

Barber, Holcomb, 

■ Ellis, Ensign Sperry, 

Brinkerhoff*, — Cobb, 

Lieut. Price, -*_ Waldroff*. 

TWENTIETH REGIMENT. 

Lieut. Col. Allen, Lieut. Phillips, 
Major Smith, Pay Master Robison, 
Capt. Clark, Lt. Sweeny, wounded* 
Brown, — Lovernill. 

BATTALION OF EIVLEMBN. 

Capt. Bacon, Lieut. "Wilson, 
— «-« Ireland, •— — Smith, 
Stanley, Ensign Ireland, 

liieut. Alexander, •— Bougliton, 
Gray, Sergt. Maj. Smith. 

Adjutant Stafford, severely wounded^ t6th Re^> 
T*he above mentioaed.Ite^^<^ii\& ^\»si^ %&^^is^ 
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Many brave men fell on this disastrous occasion. 
The brave captain Nelson, fell on the AmericaR side of 
the river, just ks he was stepping into a boat to cross. 
A grape shot struck him in the side ; he languished sev- 
eral dajs in tlie most excruciating torture, and expired. 
Ife had been several years in the regular service and 
possessed all the requisites of a good officer. 

Dr. Crosby, from Philadelphia, being on a tour #f 
pleasure and observation on the Niagara frontier, and 
hearing of the preparations for a descent upon the Can- 
ada shore, rode to Lewistown and volunteered in Ma- 
jor Mullany's battalion. He was among the first to 
cross ; many of his new comrades were killed by his 
side, and his own musket shot away a little above the 
lock. After participating in most of the dangers and 
vicissitudes of the engagement, he was taken prisoner, 
when he assiduously applied himself to the care of his 
wounded countrymen. 

An officer of ti)e N. Y. Militia, (Major Olmstead)'had 
in the course of the action, ascended a stump, for the 
purpose of observing the approach of a column— instant* 

numbered in theUnited States service; all from the 
Western. District of the State of New York. 

JSTames of United SteUe$^ Officers j taken prisoners. 

Col. Scott, Lieut. Hugunin 

Lieut. Col. Christie, Fink, 

_• Fejiwick^, — — Carr, 

Major Mullany, Turner^. 

Capt. Gibson> — Tottcn, 

— McChesney, Bailey, 

^ " Ogilvie, — - Phelps^ woundedr 

Lieut. Randolph^ - — Clark, wounded. 

Theamey^ ^"Lt. McCarty^ 
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Ijr, a cannon ball carried away his foundation and he 
fell, wounded by the violence of the fall. 

The Indian Chiefs, who distingiused themselves ei- 
ther by their volor or their ferocity, were caressed and 
tapped on the shoulder by the British officers, after the 
battle. 

Several Americans actually swam across from th» 
British to the American shore, notwithstanding the 
width and the rapidity of the current. 

The motives* of Maj:. Gen. Van Rensselaer for order* 
ing the countermarch of Brig. Geii. Smyth's Brigade, 
hive never been satisfectorily explained. 

• To the editors of the National Intelligencer. 
Camp near Buffalo^ JV^ot;. 8tA, 1812. 

General Smyth has seen in the National Intelligencer 
the official letter of major general Vaa Rensselaer, resr 
pecting the aifair at Queenstown, and has observed 
that his name is twice introduced in a way that may i^e* 
quire explanation. 

General V. Rensselaer says, << I had on the 5th inst* 
(Oct.) written to brig. gen. Smyth requesting an inter- 
view with him, major general Hall, and the command? 
ants of the United States' regiments, for the purpose of 
conferring upon the subject of future operations.'^ 

On the 3d of October, general V. Rensselaer ordered 
a court martial to be held at general Smyth's camp; 
and on the 5th he addressed a note to general Smytli,^ 
requesting an interview upon the earliest day possible^ 
consistent with the business of the court martialy and 
other indispensible duties. 

On the 8th, in the night, the attack was made on the 
Adams and Caledonia. On the 9th, in tlie mornings 
gen. Smyth's brigade marched to Black Rock upon an 
alarm , and two of the regiments were up all that night. 
On the 1 Ith, at day light, t\\(^ W\g3At> w^^ ^^jksc^sssk^ 
excepted, marched for LeWistou s tA\^Vv*v^^/S^5^ai^^^ 
ed twelve miles throush t\ie vro^^t. tc^ri^ «sjSw "^^ 
^ver seen, returned, the order Ww^ ^oN^xiXj^^x^ft^ss^^^ 
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Further operations on the Niagara^ in 1812. 



Soon after the battle of Queenstown, Brig. Gen. 
Alexander Smjth, became invested vrith the chief com- 
inaad of the Army of the centre. The regular troops 
were considerably augmented, and a brigade of nearly 
£000 PennBylvaoia detached militia, under the orders 

There was no time between the 5th and the IStli of 
October, at which gen. Smyth, with the commanding 
officers of regiments, could have left the brigade, " con- 
sistent vrith the business of the court martial, and other 
indispensable duties." Nor would gen. Smyth have 
deemed it proper, without an order, to have left his 
brigade within three miles of an enemy, and sone^ 
wiui all the officers commanding regiments, a day's 
journey, to repeat an opinion which he had already 
expressed. 

In another part of his letter, general V. Rensselaer 
says, that on the morning of the 12th, « having no^ 
determined to attack Queenstown, I sent new orders to 
general Smyth to march ; not with the view of his aid 
in the attack, for I considered the force detached suf- 
ficient ; but to support the detachment should the con- 
flict be obstinate and long continued." 

General V. Rensselaer did not on the 12th send or- 
ders to general Smyth to march. 

On the 13th, about 10 o^clock, A. M.. general Van 
Rensselaer did send an order to genersu Smyth to 
march, which was receiyed about 2 o'clock, P. M. and 
obeyed instantly. 

Extract of a letter from, brigadier ^e.neral Smyth^ to 
major general F. Rensselaer , dateol Buffalo, &9th 
September^ 1812. 
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of General Tannehill, moved from Pittsburgh to Buffa- 
lo, and arrived at Gen. Smyth's Head Quarters, early 
in November in a state of disgraceful disorganization. 

About the 10th of November an animated proclama- 
tion from General Smyth to tlie " Men of New -York,'* 
and a spirited Circular Letter from Peter B. Porter, to 
tus fiiends and acquaintances in the neighboring coun- 

low the Falls, the view of the shore below Fort Erie, 
and the information received as to the preparations of 
the enemy, 1 am of opinion our crossing should he ef- 
f<icied betw€en Fort Erie andChippawa. It has there- 
fore seemed to me proper to encamp the United States* 
troops near Buffalo, there to prepare for offensive ope- 
rations. Your instructions, or better luformation, may. 
decide you to give me different orders, which I will a- 
wait." 

ff, Quarters, Lewiston^ Oct. 12, 1812. 
SIR— I have this moment received your letter of 
yesterday. 

To night I s}»all a^aln attempt to cross the river, and 
attack the enemy's batteries on the heiffhfs of Queens- 
town. Should circumstances render it necessary to 
inarch your brigade, I will advise you tomorrow. With 
great respect, I am, sir, your, obedient servant. 

:■ S, y, RENSSELAER, 

Major General commanding. 
Brig* gen, Smythj of the U. S. forces. 
P. S. Lieut, col. C^hristie has arrived with boats, ifcc. 

//. Quarters, Lewistown^ October 13, 1812 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Brig. gen. Smyth wiJil please to give orders for his 
brigade to st«^ke their tents and march to Lewistown, ' 
with every possible dispatch. 

By order of maj. gen. V. Rensselaer. 

SOL. V. RENSSELAER, 

Aid de cawMgr 
N. B. A postscript to the a\iO\fe ^vj^^ ^<» ^^ Vsssj^^^ 
f>f Queenstown are carried \ ax\A. \!cv^ ^tt^xsvf % ^^»V 
neatly sUchced in every qxxattei.'** 
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ties, put in motion a great number of volunteers, anx- 
ious to join in the expected invasion of Canada. 

On the 2l8t, at 5 o'clock in the morning, all the bat- 
teries at Fort George and its vicinity, opened a fire of 
hot shot upon Fort ISiagara, which continued until after 
sua set. The buildings on the American side, were 
several times on lire, but eitirtguished bj the exertions 
of the officers and men. A tremendous, fire was return- 
ed. The following extract from the report of the com- 
manding officer, Lieut. Col. Geo. M'Feeley, will beat 
afford the reader an adequate idea of this brilliant can- 
Bonade. 

" Several times during the cannonading, the town of 
Newark was in flames, but was extinguished by their 
engines— as also the center building in Fort George. 
Their messhouse and all the buildings near it were 
consumed. Captain M'K«on commanded a 12 poun- 
der in the S. £. block house, and distinguished 
himself by his usual gallantry and skill. Captain Jacks, 
of the rth regiment militia artillery, commanded 
a 6 pounder on the N. block house, and together with a 
part of his own company, though placed in a situation 
most exposed to the fire of the enemy, maintained their 
position like veterans. 

" Lieut. Rees of the 3d regiment artillery had the com- 
mand of an 18 pounder on the S. E. battery, which was 
pointed at a battery en barbette^ mounting a 24 pounder, 
and also at Fort George ; several well directed shots 
were made from this gun, which proved Rie skill'of its 
commander. 

The orders given on the 10th and 13th, for general 
Smith to march, were so tvitveid, tiv^kt he should not ar- , 
rive to share in tiie honor o^ l\vfe t^%^v>ci^ixi%\k>\\.\s:>3jjj!l 
Arrive in time to bear tVi« re*ijoT\«&ivY\t;j ^i \\^n\^05mX^ 
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'^« Abbttt 16 o'clock Lieut. Recs had his left shotilder 

bruised by a part «f the parapet falling on him ; ^hich, 

though it -did n6t )nateriaUj injure hito, obliged him to 

retire, and captain Leonard ofthe Ist regiment *U. S. 

-artillery, at that moment arming, he t6ok the command 

of'lihe battery for the remainder of the day. Lieut. 

'Wendell of the Sd regiment artillery, had the command 

of an 18 and A pounder on the west batteiy-^-^nd Dr. 

Hooper of Gapt. Jacks' company militia artilleffy, had 

the^comtnand of a 6 pounder on the mess house. 'Of 

these gentlemen and their commanf^, I 'cann6t sp^dc 

with two much praise ; they distinguished themseliret 

highly, and from th^tr shot, all of which was hot, 'the 

town of Newark was repeatedly £red,and oneof the 

enemy's batteries silenced for a'time. 

<« An instance of extraordinary bfarery ?n*a fem'ale (the 
wife of one Doyle, a private of the U. S. Artillery, made 
a prisoner at (^eenstown) I cannot pass over. During ' 
the most tremendous cannonading I ha^e e^er sceti, she 
attended the «ix potinder on the old mess house witli 
red hot shot, and showed fortitude equalling the Maid 
of Orleans. 

<< Lieutenatits GaiilJlfevoort and Harris of the lit fegi- 
ment U. S. artillery had the command of the "Salt Bat- 
tery at YouBgstown, mounting one 18 and a 4 pounder. 
Hfese two/^iTs ^Uyed upon the garrison of Fort George 
and the buildings near it 5 from every obserTation Ixould 
make during tjieir fire, I am happy to say tliey merited 
niy warmest thanks for their skill in^hfciservite of these 
{Utts. Lieutenant Harris frohn his 4 pmindcr sunk a 
ichooner which lay at their wharf; bTic vrts one of those , 
taken by the enemy at the mouth of the GeiL%&^e^ w^^ix. 
I ih^rttime since, tte afe^ titsvil^^ V\ \i^\\\Lv^ ^:^^ 

S 
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tkstrojring the buildings near the wharf« Tliese two of- 
ficers and their men, in the wannest part of the caanoo- 
ading, having fired away all their cartridgea^ cat up 
their flannel waistcoats and shiiis, and the soUUers 
their trowsers, to supply their guns. 

^ I cannot say too much iit praise of all the officers and 
soldiers of the artillery immediately under my observa- 
tion in this garrison ; they merit the thanks and esteem 
of their country for the defence of it, and I believe it 
never sustained so sharp and continued a bombardment. 
<< The enemy threw more than two thousand red hot 
balls into it, and a member of shells^ amounting to more 
than 180, only one of which did injury to our men. 

>^ Lieutenant colonel Gray commanded the artillery ; 
the unremitting attention paid to his duty, proves him 
an officer whose zeal and science do honor to himself 
and country ; to this gentleman I feel much indebted for 
the manner in which he acquitted himself. 

<' To the officers of my regiment (particularly cap- 
lain Milllgan) and the soldiers who assisted the Artille- 
ry, and those employed in extinguishing the fires and 
carrying off* the killed and wounded, I am als^o much 
indebted 5 they merit my warmest thanks. .To Dr. 
West of the garrison. Dr. Hugan of the 14th regiment 
XJ. S. infantry, and Dr. Craigc of the 22d regiment U. 
S. iatantry, I offer my thanks. They were employed 
during the entire day in the most critical duties of tiieir 
profession." 

^ieut. Col. M'Feeley speaks in handsome terms of 
the indefatigable exertions of Major Armistead, of the 
V, S. corps of engineers, in extijiguishing the. buildings. 
&:ed by tjic, enemy. 
.^h0 Americans lost elevtiL Va\\^^ wvi "^^^noA^^s 
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tliat of the enemy was far gi*eater, if the reports of de- 
serters are to he helieVed. 

On the 17th of Novemher, General Smyth issaed a 
second Proclamation^ in which 9 he assured the troops that 
the time was at hand when they would cross the stream 
of Niagara, to conquer Canada, and to secure the peace 
of the American frontier. 

At 2 o'clock in the morning ef the 27tli, ahout 200 
sailors and soldiers, under the command of Capt. Kin^, 
made a descent upon the enemy's shore, opposite Black 
Rock. They attacked and carried in the most intrepid 
manner, three different hatteries. About 30 of the en^ 
emy were made prisoners, among whom were two of- 
ficers. Five Americans were killed and about 20 woun- 
ded; among tlie former was sailing master Watts ; 
among the wounded was captain Dox. Several British 
artillery horses were destroyed and two houses coi^ 
taining military stores burnt. . 

At sunrise, Capt. Sproul of the 15th Infantry,*retum- 
ed with the prisoners, and informed that the eneraj had 
fled to Chippewa, and that Captain King was waiting on 
the British side, with only SO men, for the army to cross. 

Colonel Winder commanded the van : bis troops t6 
the number of 300 were in readiness ; they gave^ three 
cheers and marched into the boats, which had beeh col- 
lected at the navy yard, which is nearly abreast the cen- 
ter of Squaw Island. At this point there were batte- 
ries that completely commanded the British shore. 

The success of a campaign often turns on the smaK 
lest pivot. Below Squaw Island, we have no bat- 
tery. It was obvious to several iutelligent officers, 
th&t if the boats put off at t\ve\^^'«t ^xA. ^^Jl'^^s. N^-jsj:^'. 
there ijrould be no battery to ^qn*^ ^^^^ ^'^'^"^^^^^^ 
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cause the width and sti^ength of the stream weuld ntw 
cessartlj carrj them two or three miles below. the. tne*- 
mj^s battei-ies opposite Luck Rock,, which hadheei 
•aptured bj Capt. King's parij. 

It was iu vain that thej. remonstrated, with Colonel 
Winder against starting so far below the protecting bat* 
teries. He replied, << follow me." The boats then put. 
4)^9 not in order like a military troop in column^ in line - 
or in file, but in. wild disorder* When a.Iittle mprr 
tiuin half across- the river, the enemy hove in sight. in 
quick march. In defiance of the exertions of the boat- 
jmen, the current hurried the boats directly towards the 
•nemy, who owing to the irregular and confused statt 
.«f the boats had a fine opportunity to cut thenkopinde^ 
tail, as they attempted to land. Col. Winder's boat 
being lighter than the rest, be was enabled to kec^ high- 
er up the Stream and did not discover the enemy until 
he had landed:*^ On perceivings the enemy, he ordiered a 
general retreat. Lieut.- Col. Bcerstler, I am assured^ 
by a correspondent, actually seized an oar to accelerate - 
his flight. A part of the- boats had landed before the 
enemy commenced their five; a part had not readied 
the shore. Lieutenant Burr was for a while the virtual 
commander of the party^ for seizing a musket himself^ 
he fired on the enemy and was the first to give orders 
for the troops to fire. About 15 were killed or mortal 
ly wounded in the boats. / mong the wounded was 
(]apt. Lane and Lieut. Burr, Ensign W-etmore of the 
;2Sil loit hU right arm. 

Winders detachment returned to the navyyard, and 

at 12 o^clox:k tl>e whole army were coliected* in the 

^oatsf but a cQUQcU of \y^r ^^ierixuxi^^^^\i^\.c^«%^\\x^«* 
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And thus \Tere blasted the hopes of the nation and the 
laurels of the unfortunate Sinjth. 

the causes of the failure of the long menaced inrasibn 
•f Canada. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

In the BuSaloe' Gfazette of last week, I proniiiied to 
give mi account of ^ome of the most " piWinent trans-' 
actions of the 28th November and first of Dec6mber." 
Havkigy since that time> received frdm Gen. Smyth, as- 
surances, which, as a man of honor, I am bound to be> 
lieve, that the course pursued hj him on thes. days, was 
such as was required by his orders and instructionft 
from the Secretarv of War, and Gen. Dearborn, tliii^ 
communication wdi assume a character quite dilS^reni 
A'om the one then contemplated. I am plectged^ however^ 
to the public, to give fac&, which I shall proceed to dd 
without comment ; leaving it to tinie to develope the ob- 
ject of military movement^ which have appeared to me 
and others not only extraordinary, but inexplicable. 

On the 27th of November, there were collected at this 
point a militafy force of about 4,500 effective men ; con- 
sisting of regular troops, New-York, Pennsylvania and 
Baltimore volunteers, all under the command of Geu. 
Smyth. . ^ 

There were lying at the Navy -Yard near Black Rock], 
which liad been' previously prcparcil for the purpose of 
transporting ihe troops across the river, . ; 

70 public bdats calculated to carry 40 men each, £800 

5 lonsf boats belonging to individuals, but wliich 
had been taken into the public service^ calcu^a-- 
ted to carry 100 nien each, 500 

l(y scows for artillery, and 3j men each, • . 250 

Besides a number of small boats, 

3^50 
At two oVlock on that day, I i^ceived a popy of Gen: 
Smyth's order for the march of all the troops, the .suc- 
ceeding morning at reveille, to the navy yaurd, to eiQ- 
b^rir for Caaada. 1 imvueOL\«*^\^ ^v^^ ^\^tf5c^ Vsi •§»& 

S 2 
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Biographical Notice of Col. R. M. Johntm. 

v^OL. R. IVf. Johnson, is the son of Robert John- 
ion, a respectable fanner, and one of the first settlera 
•f Kentucky. 

The subject of this notice was bom, as it were, on 
the field of battle \ for at the time of his birth, 'Ken- 

New-York volunteers who had been placed under mjr 
command, to parade at 4 o'clock in the morning at l^icir 
encampment about one and a half miles from the navj 
jrard. In the evening, I learnt that the parties mehti:on- 
ed in Gen. Smyth's dispatch, were to cross the river at 
11 o'clock at night, to attack the enemy's batteries op- 
posite Black Rock. Gen. Smyth not being here, I wait- 
ed on Lieut. Angus and suggested to him the propriety 
(if within the scope of his orders) of postponing the en- 
terprize until nearly morning, to give as little time 
as possible, before the passage of the army, for the ene- 
Biy^s troops to collect irom uieir stations down tiie ri?- 
•r. They landed at three in the morning, under a 
severe fire of musketry, and grape shot from two pieces 
o f flying artillery. Lieut. Angu s, wi th our little band of 
sailors, assisted by Captain Craig and a few of his party, 
attacked the principal force of the enemy, consisting of 
about 100, at the Red House (the seamen charging with 
their pikes and^ swords against muskets and bayonets) 
and routed them in all directions : Capt« Dox, who took 
a distinguished part in this affair, was severely wound- 
ed, after a hard and destructive engagement, tiie enemy 
was completely dispersed, the two field pieces spikeil, 
and the house in which the enemy quartered, firea 5 the 
seamen returned to our shore, bringing off'tiieir wound- 
ed and several prisoners. Out of 12 naval officers who 
embuvke^ m this enterprize, nine of them, with more 
than kiiW- Ifieir men, wertkiWeOi qi v^ti^xiiAft^* M\s«c\t* 
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tucky was on^ continued scene of savage warfar<!i. His 
cradle was surrounded with peril and difficulties. While 
an infant 9 and when his father was absent in Virginia 
on business,- he was in a feeble and shattered Fort, fil- 
led with women and children, defended bj onlj 50 
men, against the furious assaults of 500 Indian warriors. 

rr be a virtue — ^if the gratitude of a country he due fa 
tliose who gallantly and desperately asseHcd its rightf, 
the ffovernment will make ample and houorable provis- 
ion For the heirs of those brave tars who fell c>n tnis oc- 
casion, as well as for those who survived. Capt. King 

• proceeded to spike and dismount the guns in the batte- 

* ries. Lt, Col. Bcerstler dispersed the enemy lower 
down the river, taking a number of prisoners. 

By sunrise iu the morning, most of the troops had ar- 
rived at the place of embarkation, and the day was fine. 
I marched 300 of the volunteers, who had rallied under 
Gen. Smyth's invitation, well armed and provided, and 
in high spirits : about 150 more, who came in the even- 
ing before, were at Buffalo drawing their arms and am- 
munition, with orders to join us as soon as possible. I 
stationed my men as instructed by Gen. Smyth, in a 
field at the navy yard, with directions to wait for fur- 
ther orders. The parties who had crossed in the night, 
aided by our batteries, which at diy light onened a pow- 
erful and well directed fire, and a piece of.flying artil- 
lery on the island, under charge of €apt. Gibson, lad 
driven every thing from the opposite shore :.Gol. Win- 
der, an officer of great intelligence, .zeal and bravery, 
under tlie mistaken apprehension that the party under 
Lieut. Col. Bcerstler were in danger of hems cut oft", 
made an unsuccessful attempt (though his own boat land- 
ed) to land 250 men at a difficult point down the river, 
and had returned as stated by Gen. Smyth. The gen- 
eral embarkatioi^now commenced, but .it went on so 
tardily, that at twelve o'clock, the whole of the regular 
troops, and Col. Swift's regiment, were not in boats. A 
coa^derable mmiber 9f boata y^^i;:^ \^Vft.^<si\i'^^^w5ii^^ 
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At tliis period no one v\ as exempt from danger : frc- 
Cjueiitly the red savngo would rush from the thicket and 
dispatch the defenceless laborer, bearing awaj his scalp 
in triumph, before succoring friends could interpose to 
avert tlie fatal stroke. The inhabitants were obliged tD 
dwell in stockades, and cultivate tlieir fields in armed 

of the river and creek, having been thrown up bj the 
high water of the preceding day. Several were in the 
creek half filled with Mater ana ice. I called on Gee. 
Smyth and proposed to occupy part of these boats \»'ith 
my volunteers, many of whom were impatient to era- 
Imrk. Being however at this moment informed by CoK 
Poi tor, that the boats which had been used by Col. Win- 
der were Ij ing about a mile below. Major Chapin and-^ 
my sal f, wilh about 30 men, went down (he shore, bro't 
up five boats, filled them with men, and arrived at Black 
liock,. the point at which it was proposed to put off*, as 
soon as any of the regular troops. About two o'clock, 
all the troops which it appeared were intended to be 
crossed at first were collected in a group of boats at 
Black Rock under the cover of our batteries. I have no 
official account of the number of men in tlie boats at 
Black Hock, under the cover of our batteries. I have 
seen no ofiicial account of the number of men in tBe 
boats. My epiniim was that the number exceeded 
2,000. Most men of observation who were present, efl* 
timate it at 2.000. llic men were in fine spirits, aid 
desirous of crossing. 

Gen. TaflnehilJ'rs volunteers, Gol. G. M'CIurc's regi- 
ment, some- riflemen, cavalry, &c> aniounting to about 
2,000 ^vere all paraded on the shore, and, as I am in-- 
formed, were ready to cross. Several boats of sufficient 
capacity to carry about 1000 men, were still lying nt 
the navy yard unoccupied; I have not been able to 
learn that' any order or request was made for the em- 
barkation of the troops other than tKe regulars, of Col. 
Swift's regiment, liie enemy, estimated at aliout 5CC, 
^cre drawn up in a Vlu^ a\^Qwl \M a mile from tlie 
rlrcr. 
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Bodiet-^seme performing, the labors of agricultuFe, . 
vhrle others were posted as sentinels or. pairoled in. 
qaest of the larking foe. H was thus that the incom-* 
parablj fine coantrj situated between.the declivities of.' 
the Allegheny and the Ohio, was first setHed. 

His earl J years were, distinguished bj the boldness 

After remaining in the boats till late in the afternooir, . 
an order was received to disembark. It> produced 
among the officers and men generally great discontent 
and mui-muringi which was, however, m some degree aV-^ 
lajed by assurances that the expedition was only post- 
poned n>r a short time, until our boats could be better: 
prepared. . 

On Sunday another order was issued by General 
Smyth, for tlie march of the troops to the navy yard^ to 
embark at 9 o'clock on Monday mornine. I was at Buf- 
falo when it was received^ and found ::mai' it was gener- 
ally, as to time and manner, disapproved by the (%cers 
of. the volunteei*8« I saw Gen. Smyth, in the evening, 
at Black Rock, with Col. Winder, and stated my objeo- 
tions to his plan. The enjsmy had remounted his guns 
on the batteries, «o as to rencler it inexpedient to cross 
at the favortible point which had been taken on Satur- 
day, above. the island tliat covers tlie navy yard.. Im- 
mediately below the isIaiMi,. the enemy lay in force, 
much augmented in consequence of the affair of Satur- 
day,, occupying, a line of shore of about a mile, where 
the current. i& rapid, and the banks abrupt. I did not 
believe it possible to effect-a landing.with raw troops, in 
any tolerable order, if at all, in the face of the flying ar- 
tillery and infantry y-which a full view of our movements 
ia the day time would enable them to oppose us. i I 
proposed to postpone the expedition to nt»ht — to march 
and embark the troops silently — to put -oft about an hour 
and a half before day light, so as to pass this dangerous, 
line of shore in the dark, when we should suffer lest- 
from their i5re, and to land a^^ovxl 5 vkA^^Xs^^"^ ""^^ ^^ 
vjr yard, wAere the stream atiA \WAi%x^i% ^\ '^^w^ 
weare peculiarlj favoraU«A» %. €^^ «•* w^^^X^.^^^"^ 
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of bis enterprizes, and an extraordinarj perseyeranc^ 
in their execution. His scholastic opportunities for the 
first 15 years of his life^ were limited. At fifteen, he 
left his father's house, for a country grammar school, 
having left behind him a character for industry and maI^ 
agement, which produced in his father some reloctance 

Col. Winder seconded my proposals with great earn- 
estness and force**and it was adopted. The army wild 
to embark at 3 o'clock on Tuesday morning, and to pro- 
ceed at half past 4, according to tne order of a line of 
battle submitted a few days before, by General Smyth— 
the regulars on the right, or in the front boats ; Gen* 
Tannehill's troops in the center, and the New York vol- 
unteers on the left. I was to go in the front boat with 
a chosen set of men, direct the landing, and join the 
New York volunteers on their arrival. 

On Monday evening, seven boats for Col. Swift's rtg- 
iment, and eight for the late .volunteers, were brought 
some distance up the river, and left at different pointS) 
to avoid the noise and confusion of embarkiog the whole 
army at one place. At half past 3 on Tuesday mornings 
the eiffht boats were filled with volunteers (a corps of 
which nas, on every occasion while on the'lines, showl 
great exactness ot discipline, promptitude and zeal for 
the service) had embarked, and the residue embarkiogi 
Not a man of the regular infantry was in the boats for 
about half an hour, when Col. Winder's regiment entei^ 
ed their boats with great order and silence. 

About three quarters of an hour after this, the remail^ 
ing regulars commenced the embarkation, when 1 drop- 
ped down to the front of the line, with a flagin my boat, 
to designate it as the leading boat« I was accompan- 
ied by Majors Cyrenus Chapin, and John W. Macomb, 
Capt. Mills of the cavalry. Adjutant Chace, and Quar- 
ter Master Chapin, two pilots and about 25 volunteers 
of Buffalo^ under Lieut, naynes. 
/ mention the names of ^e»e ^<wvV^^w«tv\i^<:»»sA>i«.^ 
tad before decidedly objec\fcdl^ V^««^%^^^^^f^Y^ 
8ed point hy day light, but ^Aieu ^vj vj^vt^^^^iA ^^ 
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at lus depaiiure. Nor did his friends seem to encour- 
age any course of education that would lead to a pro- 
fessional pursuit, llowever, after four years spent in 
alternate' study and attentions to his father's business, 
he commenced the practice of law^ being then only 19 
years of age. 

of the men raised some difficulty on tliat account, he was 
induced to vemain, and it was unanimously agreed to 
incur the additional hazard, and patiently wait the or- 
der of the General to put off. At day lijht we discov- 
ered the troops disembarking, and v/ere informed that 
the invasion of Canada had been abandoned for this sea- 
son, and that the troops were ordered to winter quarters. 
A scene of confusion ensued, which it Is difficult to des- 
cribe. About 4000 men, without order or restraint, dis- 
chai^ng their musVets in every direction. 

^ About one thousand volunteers came in under Gen. 
Smyth's proclamation, but owing to the state of the roads, 
whiph was bad beyond example, many did not arrive un- 
til after the first of December. 

It is impossible for me to form any estimate of the 
number of troops embarked at any time this morning $ 
it was yet scarcely light, and I was at one end of a line 
of boats occupying a distance of half a mile, ^^'hen the 
volunteers first arrived at the navy yard, and it was 
found that the regular troops had not yet appeared, 
their officers were instructed to permit them to land and 
keep themselves warm by exercise, as the boats were 
covered with snow which had fallen during the niglit ; 
but thev were instructed not to leave the side of the 
^Qats, that they might immediately reenter. 

PETER B. PORTER. 
Black Eock^ December 14, 1812. 

Head (luartersj Camp near Bitffalo^ Dec. 3- 

Gentlemen — Your letter of the ^d \i^t^\s\^^'^ ^Hji^* 
iore me, and I answer it m t\vft io\\o\N\Ti%\sc«»:wet \ ^ , 
Oa the 26ih October, l-orA^veOi \JaS^X ^ ^^^^'^ ^^^ 
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He entertd upon the theater of public life at twenty 
two, and has never been out of civil employ a single 
day Biaee. After serving two years in tlie Kenticky 
legislature, be was ^elected a member of congress, in 
which capacity he has served the last seven years. Ha 
Tote has always been found on the side of his country. 

be ^epared for the transportatic^n tyf artillery and cav- 
alry, and put the carpenters of the army upon thatda^. 
By iJtjte ^ih of November, 10 scows were completed, 
and by brinffing some boats frcrm Lake Ontario, above 
the falls of Niagara, the number was increased to 70, 

I had OB the 12th November, issued an- address te the 
men of New-York^ and perhaps ^00 had arrived at Buf- 
falo. I presumed that the regular troops, and the vol- 
unteers under colonels Swift and Mature, would fur- 
nish 2360 men for duty ; and of Gen. Tannehill's brig- 
ade from Fenn8ylvania,reportipgat6tal of 1650,a8many 
as 412 had volunteered to cross ^ into Canada. My or- 
ders were to " cross with SOOO men at once." J deem- 
ed myself ready to fulfil them. 

Prepapatory thereto, on the night of the £7th' of No- 
vember, I sent over two ^parties, one under* lieut' colo- 
nelBcrrstler, the other under Capt. King, with whom 
Lieut. Ai;gus, of the navy, at the head of a body of sea- 
meny united. The first was to capture ar^ard and des- 
troy a bridge about 5 miles below rort Erie r'the second 
party were to-take and render useless the cannon of the 
enemy's batteries, and sonve pieces of light artillery. 
-The TOst party failed to destroy the bridgc-^^the second, 
after rendering unserviceable'tiifc light artillery, scpHiit- 
ted by misapprehension. Lieut. Angus, the seamen, 
•and part of tne troops, returned, with all the boats, while 
Capt. King, Capt. Morgan, Capt. Sproul, Lieut. Hous- 
ton, and aoout 60 men, remained. The party thus re- 
duced, attacked, took, and rendered unserviceable two 
of tlic enemy's batteries, captured S4 prisoners, found 
'two boatSf in whichCapt. K\\i^ ^eivVWi^'^n^oRers and 
^bout half bis pait¥ witti \!ti^ o^«c <5SS)«.^\:%\\A\\vt&^ 
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His speeches are replete with manly eloquence, pariotic 
aentiment, and persuasive reasoning. 

After voting for the declaration of war against Great* 
Britain, he raised a battalion of mounted volunteef's," 
which was ultimatclj augmented to a regiment,' and 
from a private in the ranks he became tlic chief of the 

self remained with .30 men, whom he would not aban- 
don. 

Orders had been given, that all troops in the neigh- 
borhood should march at reveille, to the jjlace of em- 
barkation. A part oithe detachment sent in the night, 
returned and excited apprehensions for tl-e residue, ah ciit 
^50 men, under the command of Col. Winder, sudden- 
ly put off in boats for the opposite shore 5 a part of this 
force had landed, v/hen a force deemed superior, with 
one piece of drtillery, was discovered j a retreat wa« 
ordered, and Col. Winder's detachment suffered a loss 
of 6 killed and 19 "wounded, besides some ofRcors. 

The general embarkation commenced as "the trdopfi 
arrived— but this, being a first ea>l;arkation, the w!io!e 
of the scows were occupied by abmit one third of the r.r- 
tillery, while about 800 regular infantry, aboTit 500 
twelve months volunteers, under colonel Swift, and 
jihout 200 of the militia who had voIuntcer-id for a fcv/ 
days, occupied ali the boats that Here ready. The 
troops then embarked. mov6d up tlie sirefim to r.!cck 
Rock Without los3, they were ordered to disembark Ornd 
dine. . . 

1 had received from my commanding 'genc!td an ia- 
Stmction in tlie following words — '' 111 all intporta'it 
movement-s you will, 1 presume, consider it advisiiblc fo 
consult some of your, principal officers.*' 1 deemed 
this equivalent to an oi'dor ; and the movemeiit imjn)! i- 
ant. I called for tlifc i:cld ofticers ot'lLe rt gu^ais and 
twelve months volunteers eiubarkod^ Co'unel Poiter 
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mounted corps. His services on the frontiers of ObiQj 
sind upon ti)e banks of the Tliames, have, secured him an 
iuipcrishable military reputation. On the 13th of April 
1814, the ladies of Scott county presented him an ele« 
^ant sword in consideration of his valor and unshaken 
firmness ^t tlie battle of the Moravian town. 

The first question was decided in the negative by 
Colonels Parker, Schuyler, Winder, Lieut. Colonels 
bcerstler, Coles, and Major Campbell, CoL Swift alone 
gave an opinion for then ci'osstng over« 

The second question was not decided. Colonels 
)^arker, Schuyler, Lieutenant Colonel Coles and Major 
Campbell were decidedly of opinion that the force was 
insufficient. Colonels Winder, Swift, Laeutenant Col'^ 
dnel Bcerstler and Captain €lilman, deemed the force 
sufficient. 

I determined to postpone Ci'ossing over until more * 
complete preparations would enable me to embark the 
whole force at once, the counsel prescribed by my or- 
ders. The next day was spent in such preparation, and 
the troops were ordered to be again at tlie place of em- 
barkation at Q o'clock on the morning of the 30th No- 
vember, (^n their arrival they were sent into the adja* 
cent woods, there to build farJBS and remain until 5 
o'clock, A. M. of the 1st of December, when it was intend* 
^d to put oft' two hours before day light, so as to avoid 
the enemy's <(^annon in passing the position which it was 
believed they occupied dcIow^ to land above Cbippewayt 
ai»sault that place, anil^ if successful, mar^^h through 
Queen«town for Fort Gebrge. ' For this expedition the 
contractor was called oh to furnish rations for 2500 
men for four days^ wlien it was found he could furnish 
tlie pork, bu% not the flour, the deputy qtiarter master 
called for 60 bar^-els and got but 35» 

The embarkation commenced, but \vas delayed by 
bVcu/nstances, so as not 16 be completed until after day- 
tight, when it was found t\\e re^W vxvS^w^^^ 688 meu^ 
the At-mievy 177 men, Snv\W% Vsr\>xiv\*^t%,^VXmaX.<i.\^S. . 
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During to recess of congress lie devotes most of his 
time to agricultural purftuits«*4iaving for a number itf^ 
years abandoned the practice of law. 

Col. Johnson is in statue rafter above the middle 
size 5 well formed ; of a firm, but prepossessing aspect ; 
his words are few, but always expressed with grace 
and energy* 

2S6, companies of federal volunteers, wider Capts, Col- 
lins, Phillips, Allison, Moore, .Maher and Marshall, 
amounting to 276 men, commanded bj Lieut. C6L 
M'Clure, 100 men of Col. Dobbin's militia, and a (ew 
men in a boat with Gen. P. B. Porter had embarked— 
the whole men on hoard amoiintin^, exclusive of officciT, 
to 14G5 men, or thereabouts ; and it was two ho^s later 
than had been contemplated. 

There were some groups of men not yet embai^ked^ 
they were applied to, requested and ordered by the brig- 
ade major to get into their boats— -they did not. The^ 
number of these the brigade major estimated at about 
150. It was probably greater. 

It then became a question whether it was eitpedient 
to invade Canada hk open day light, with 1500 men, at 
a point where no reinforcement could be expected .for 
some days. I saw that thfe number of regular troops 
"was declining rapidly — ^I knew that on them chiefly I 
was to depends 

I ealled together the officers commanding corps of the 
regular army. Col. Parker being bick, those pfesent 
^urere CoU Porter of the artillery. Col. Schuyler, CoL 
Winder and Lieut. Col. Coles. 

I put to them this question :-^8hall we proceed ? They 
unanimously deciaed that we ought not. 

I foresaw thaft the volunteers who had come out for a 
few days, would disperse — several of them had on the 
evening of the 28th broke their muskets. 1 foresaw that 
the number of the regular troops would decrease :, iKe 
measeisand other diseases, Yi^ATv^^xtv^Tv^^^xs^N'^ss^^'^^'^^ 
fere now ia teits iutWmoiftXVv^i'C^^s^'^^s^^^ Vxs&'^icss 
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AUaOojEih a cloud of witnesses coaid rerify tbe fact 
that he kilicd Tccumseh in fair perM^nal combat^ stiH 
his motlcety would ne\er permit him te proclaim bim- 
seif the hero of that chivalrous feat. He is doubtful 
>vhet]ier the Stia.ranoe oiiieftain approached hifii with a 
tomaliawk or sword ; for this reason : he kept his eye 
t\i\l on t!iat of l)is savage foe, without regarding his 

«d the officers t^iat the attempt to invade Canada would 
iiot be made until the army was reinforced ; directed 
them to withdra^T' their troops, and cover them with huts 
tb mediate! v". 

Yoa saj-ithat on Saturday every obstruction ww re» 
moved, and tliat a laufling. might have been effected 
•'• without tbe loss ©fa singic man.*' Ttiis .proves you 
imacnuainled witS the occurrences of the day. Col. 
Winder, in returning from the enemy's shore in the 
morhing, lost a tentfi part of his force in killed a^d 

^ivounded. The enemy shewed no more than 5 or 600 
men, as estimated by Col. Parker, and one piece of au*- 
tillery, supposed a nine pounder, llmt force, we na 
doubt Tiiiglit have overcome ; but not without loss ; and 
ih?t, from Una great advantage the enemy would have 
IukI, might have been considerable. 

To recapitulate :~My orders were to pass into Can- 
ada v/ith iWO men at once. On the fiist day of embark- 
H<ion not more ti^aii 1100 men were embarked, of whom 
400. that Is, half tlie regular infantry, weie exhausted 
v.itii fitig;re., and v^ant of rest. On the second embarkr 
alioi, oiily 1500 m'^n were embarked, and these were to 
have pnt o IT i:n mediately, and to have descended the 
rivor to a point v/here reiiiforrements were not to be CX' 
pect([^d. On both days, many of the regular troops wer*8 
3ac!i in bad health, who could not have stood one day* 
ivjarcli ; v/ho, altliough they were on the sick report^ 
were turned out by their ardent officers. 
T/io affair at Queenstown is a cciVvVon against relying 

vn crowds who ^t) to tlie VaiiV oV'^\^'^?iv?^\ft\^^^\\. t^w 
battle ns ou a thoi^tical ^idmVvow •, vjVv>\I^C\\^^ vcc^.i^vv 
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' vreapons. This exclusive attention to the eye of Tc- 
cumseh enabled the colonel to fatbom his intentions 
ftnd anticipate his blow. 

Among other excellent traits of character, is tlie lib- 
erality with which he encourages young men of genius 

:4n humble lifb : fot he has on more occasicms^an one^ 

appointed of the sights, break their muskets : or if thej 
are without rations for a tlav desert.* 

I have made to you this {rank disclosure without ad- 
mitting your authority to require it, under the iuipres- 
-sion tha-tyou are pairLotic and candid men ; and that you 
.v^ill not censure me for followlAg the cautious counsels 
•f experience y nop join in the senseless clamor excited 
against tne by ail interested man. 

I have some^ reasons ta believe that the cautious coun- 
sel given by ihe superior officers of my command was 
^od. From .deserters we learn, that £344 I'ations ar« 
issued, daily on the frontiers, on the British side. Capt, 
King, prisoner at Fort Oeorge, writes- to an officer 
[thus — '* tell our friends' to take better care, of themselves 
ihan it appears I have done,^^ 

I am^ gentlemen, with great respectj your most 
jdhedieot,. 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brizadier Gener^U, 
To Messrs, Geo, J^Clure^ Lewis Birdsally'^ 
John Griffen and Wm, R, Rochester^ a \ 
committee from the patriotic citizens of r" 
the western counties jof J>^w York, J- 

P. S. It will bo observed that the fo\xe ready could 
be no otherwise ascertained than by an acfi/iir embarka- 
tion — ^it being uncertain what portion of tixe volunteer 
.force would embark. 

* Six hundred of Gen. Tannehill's brigade de&erteij 
in twenty four hours. A court martial of this brigade 
fiave fined' a man twelx^ and a ludj te^^\%^^<5^ '^:n5^ ^x\(c^ 
ofdesertioa I 
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ble fati|;ue8, severities and privations of his, 
from Detroit to Sandusky, and from thence to K( 
surpassed if possible his courage en the field o 
Id the boisterous mffnth of November, amid ali 
cessant rains— tfilh five severe wounds which ha 
begun to heft], he was conveyed. from his lodgini 
troit, to a boat hut illj provided with hands a 
scarcely a covert from the chilling storms of the 
—His fortunes are then committed to the eleraei 
tnul barge is tossedi on the tempestuous lake h 
an adverse ^e— night and day the laboring i 
plied — the rain descends in torrenta— the ablei 
are exhausted— for toil is coostant and sleap a 9 
FiniUlyy after 90 boors. of unremitted exertion t 
arrive at Fort Stephenson— at midnight : for t 
fatigable James Jo&nson was at helmftmd no oh 
to him insurmountable. 

Here the boat is ahandoned— and the wound 
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j ourney . What cannot man endure when sustained and 
buojed up bj an invincible firmness of ^jvl\ ! 

After Bpeddilig «ight or teiv weeks in Kentucky, he 
was so far recovered from* his wounds that he repaired 
to the seat of government, and resumed his seat in con- 
gries»«; The fjEone o{ bis- exploits had preceded him ; 
and he was every where received with distinguislied 
testimonials of respect and admiration, which henui; a^ 
cbievements always inspire* . , 
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Uiograpkical notice of Lieut. Col. Geofge 

Croghan. 

A FEMALE correspondent of the P5rt Folio, wW 
during the earlj years of Croghan, was an inmate un- 
der the same roof, has given tiie following sketch^ hit 
juvenile character. 

"Though ingenious in his disposition and nnassuming. 
and coDeiliatiog in his manner, he was remarkable for 
discretion and steadiness. His opinions, when once 
fonncd, were nuuntained wi^ modest, but persevering: 
firmness; and the propriety of his decisions genenUj 
justified the spirit ^vitli which thej were defended. Yet,. 
though rigid in liis adherence to principle, and his esti- 
mate of what was right or improper, in cases of minor* 
importance he was all compliance. I never met with a. 
youtli who would so cheerfullj sacriflce evcrj personal 
gratification to the wishes or accomodation of his friends. 
In sickness and disappointment he evinced a d^eeof 
patience and fortitude which could not have been «• 
cecde<l by any veteran in the school of nHsfoiiune or 
philosophy. "Were I asked, what were the most prom- 
inent features of his cliaracte r ? or rather, what were 
tlie prevailing dispositions of his mind ? at the period of 
\^hich I am speaking, I would answer decision and ur- 
hanity ; the former resulting from the uncommon and 
estimable qualities of his understanding — the latter, 
from the concentration of all the sweet " charities of 
life" in his heart. 

" Lieutenant Colonel George Croghan, w*a6 bom at 
Xocust Grove, near the falls of Ohio, on the X5&k of 
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tfovcmbery ir91. His father Major William Croghan, 
eft Ireland at an early period, ivas appointed an officer 
B-pvkv revolutionary army, and discharged his dutieB as 
•nch^, to the satisfaction of the commander in chief.-*- 
iis mother is the daughter of. John Clark, Esq. of Yiv' 
^ifiia, a gentleman* of woiihand respectability, Vtho tX" 
rted himself greatly and contributed largely towards 
he support ef our just and glonous contest. He had 
LVB sons 5 four of whom were officers in therevolution- 
iry army. General William Clark, who, together with 
Captain Lewis, explored, and is at present the govern^ 
ir of Louisiana, was too young to partici',*ate with bis 
brothers in tlie achievement of our. liberties : hot his- 
conduct since is a sufficient diemonstration of the part 
ie would have taken, had he been riper in years. The 
military talents of George R. Clark have obtained for 
iiin the flatteiing appellation of ^' the. father of thi; 
irestem country.'* 

^ Colonel Croghan has always been esteemed gener- 
ms and humane ; and, v^hen a boy, his manly appear- 
ince and independence of sentiment and action, com- 
(oanded the attention and admiration of all who knew 
iiim« 

<^ The selection of lus speeches for scholastic e:cer'*. 
Hses tended in some measure to mark his peculiar tal- 
mt. Tbey were of a natur« entirely military. II< 
r«ad with delight whatever iippertained to militai*y aft 
[airs, and would listen for hours to conversations res- 
pecting battles. His principal amusements were gun* 
ning and fox hunting. He would fr(;qHcntly rise af 
twelve o'cloc!: at night, and repair to the woods alone, 
(or with no attendant but his little. servant,) either to 
eive cliace to the fox, or battle t^.th9. wildcat acn(JLraftoaxw 
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• « Nothing offended him more, than fur any one eve» 
in jest, to saj a word disrespectfal (if WasVmgtoB. 

« While in the state of Kentucky his time was piin- 
cipallj occujried by the study of his native tongue- 
geography — ^the elements of geometry — and the Latia 
and the Greek languages. In these different brancliei 
of literature he made a respectable progress. 

« In the year 1808, he left Locust Grove for the pur- 
pose of prosecuting his studies in the uBivcraty of 
William and Mary. In this institution he graduate* 
«8 A. B. on the 4tli of July 1810 5 and delivered, <w 
thd day of his graduation, au oration oir the subject of 
expatriation. This oration was deemed by the audt- 
jence, concise, ingenious, and argumentative, and wil 
pronounced in a manner which did great credit to hit 
oratorical powers. The ensuing summer he attended l 
•curse of lectures on law, and upon the. termination rf 
the course, returned to his father's where he prosecuted 
ihe study of the same profession, and occasionally in- 
dulged himself in miscellaneous reading. Biography and 
history have always occupied much of his attentioi. 
' He is an enthusiastic admirer of the writings of Shake- 
speare, and can recite most of the noted passages ef 
4hat great poet and pliilosopher. He admires ti*agedj) 
hH,i not comedy. He is (as his countenance indicates 
rather) of a serious cast of mind ; but no one admired 
more a pleasant anecdote, or an unaffected sally of wit 
With his friends he is aifable and free from reserve- 
bis manners are prepossessing; ho dislikes ostentation, 
and \fa3 never heard to utter a word in praise of him- 

«elf. 

' <(Inthe autumn of 1811, was fbught the batUe of 

7/ppecanoe. Thi^a vf a,^ Vat iiTst Q\^i^QrtuDit7 that ofercl 
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for the display of hU military talents. He embraced it 
\ with avidity— ^he left his father-s house in the character 
-of- a volunteer, and was appointed aid to General Har- 
rison. On the rth pf November an attack was made on 
the troops under the command of that officer $ the ene* 
my were repulsed with valor ; and during the engage- 
ment young Croghan evinced the greatest courage, ac- 
tivity and military skill. His service's were acknowl- 
edged by all f and he exhibited such proofs of a geniua 
for wjir, that many of liis companions in arms remarked 
that << he was bori Moldier." A cant saying among 
tiie troops of Tippeca&oe, was, <<to do a main busi- 
ness," and during the battle, he would ride from pest 
to post, exciting the courage of the men by excluming, 
*i Now my brave fellows, now is the time tQ do a main 
business." Upon the return of tlie troops from Tippe- 
canoe they were frequently met by persons coming to 
ascertain the fate of their children or friends. Among 
ilie number of these was a very poor and aged man, 
whose son was slain in the battle. Colonel Croghan 
having aacertained tlie situation of the old man and 
observing liis inability to perform much bodily labor, 
regularly made his fires for him every morning, and sup- 
plied him with pttovisions, clothes and money. Many 
^cts of this kind lire related of him by the soldiers and 
- officers of Tippecanoe. 

(( After the battle of Tippecanoe his military ardor 
greatly increased, and upon the prospect of a speedy 
ileclaration of war he expressed a desire to join the ar- 
my. Recomtachdatory letters of tlie most flktttering 
kind were written by Generals Harrison and Boyd to 
the secretary of war, and upon the commencement of 
hvstilitiiss against Great Britain^ he waiS appointed Cap' 
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lain in the 17th regiment of infantry. He Traa statrei- 
cd sometime at Clark cantenement^ near the falls of 
Ohio 5 but had not been long in command there, before 
he was ordered to march, with w1iat regulars he had, to 
the head quarters of the north western army, tkcn at 
Detroit. His countenance beamed with delight upon 
receiving .this order. Before ihej had proceeded far 
they heard of HuH's surrender. 

" Slwrtly after this, the command of tli© north west- 
ern army was given to General H|rri8on. Colonel Cro- 
gban commanded a short time affllrt Defiance, on the 
Miami, but upon -the defeat of General Winchester, ho 
vrnn ordered to Pert Meigs. 

His subsequent achieTements are recorded in another 
part of this vrork. 
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(These letters were taken with Proctor's baggage, on 

the 5th of October, 1813.] 

I. 

RapidSj July ^ 1794 

Sm-^I have this moment received intelligence that 
the Indians were encamped within SO miles of Fort 
'Oreenville on the £rth oflast month,, and that they sent 
here the scalp of a Chickasaw [the Chickasaws were at 
that time wim the American army] taken that day by 
one of their scouts, so that from tiie situation of the 
contending parties it may be presumed that a few dayd 
"will bring news of importance which I shall not fail to 
send you by the first opportunity. 

By tlie same channel I learn HM a large body of 
troops, supposed to be 3000, with waggons, &c. crossed 
the Ohio some days ago and marched towards the foi-ta 
in the Indian country. 

I am much ^ress&t'foT tobacco and ammunitiony which 
I hope I may receive by the return of the bo»lt. 

I am with very great respect, sir, your most obedient 
and very humble servant, 

A, McKEE. 

Col England^ S^c. *c. Sfc. Detroit 

(Endorsed *< on his majesty*s^ervice.'^) 

Bapids, July 5, 1794. 
Sir— *I send you this by a party of Saganasf who re- 
turned vesterday from Fort Kecovery vil\ex^4\ft.^Vj?^5a. 
hodj of Indians, except tVic OAvnv^% ^\va V^^^^^ 
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another route, imprudently attacked the fort on Men- 
day the SOth of last month and lost 16 or 17 men, be- 
sides a good many wounded. 

Every thing had been settled prior to their leaving the 
fallen timber,* and it had been agreed upon to confine 
tliemselves to taking convoys and attacking at .a ^i- 
tancc from the forts, if they should have the address to 
entice the enemy out ; hut the impetuosity of the Mack- 
ina Indians and their eagerness to begin with the near- 
est, prevailed with the others to alter their system, the 
consequences of which, from the present appearance 
of things, may not materially injure tlie interests of 
these people ; both the Mackina and Lake Indians seem 
resolved on going home again, having completed the 
belts they carried with scalps and prisoners, naving no 
provisions there or at the Glaze to subsist upon, so that 
nia majesty's posts *will derive no security from, tlie late 
great influx of Indians into this part of the country 
should they persist in their resolution of returning so 
seon. 

Tlie immediate object of tlic attack was 500 pack 
horses going from this fort to Fort Greenville, in ^ich. 
the Indians completely succeeded^ taking and killing all 
of them. But the coinmandlng olhcer, capt. Gibson, 
sending out a troop of cavalry, and bringing his infan- 
try out in front of his post, the Indians attacked them 
and killed about 50, among whom is capt. Gibson and 
two other ollicers. On the near approach of the Indians 
to the fort, the remains of his garrison retired into it, 
and from their loop holes killed and wounded as already 

\ hob 

_„__prev 

without provisions^ avimunition^ Sfc. being sent to that 
place^ I conceive it will be extremely difficult to keep 
them together. 

* Supposed to be the place where Wayne's battle was 
fjufi;ht. 
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Willi great respect, I have the honor to be, your most 
obeUient and very humble servant, 

A. McKEE. 

CoL Englandj commandant eif Detroit, iSfc. cjc* 
(Endarsed " on his majesty's service.--) 

III. 
BapidSy August 13, 1T94:. 

Sir — I was honored last ni^it with your letter of the 
11th, and am ejctremely glad to find you are mak-ivg sucfi 
exertions to supply the Indians with jyrovisicns. 

Captain Rlliot arrived yestcrdiiy ; what he has brought 
will greatly relieve us J hsLXiiig been obliged all day yer- 
terday to take all the corfa and flour which the traders 
had here. 

A scouting party from the AmeFixrans carried off a 
man and woman yesterday morning between this place 
and Roche de Bout^ and afterwards attacked a small 
party of Delawares in their camp ; but they were re- 
pulsed witii the loss of a man, whom they either hid or 
threw into the river. They killed a Delaware Vtoman. 

Scouts are sent up to view the situation of the army, 
and "WE now muster 1000 Indians. All the Lake In- 
dians from Sagana downwards should not lose one mo- 
'inent in joining * their brethren^ as every accession of 
strength is an addition to their spirits. 

I have the honor to be, with very great rifspect, sir, 
your most obedient and Tery humble servant, 

A. McKEE. 

CoL England, S^c. ^c. *c. Detroit. 
(Endorsed "^nhis majesty^s service.") 

IV, 

Campf near Fort Miami, Jlttgvst 50,1 T94. 

Sir — I have been employed several days in endeavor- 
ing to fix the Indians (who have been driven from their 
villages an»d cornfields) between the fort and the bay. — 
Swan creek is generally agreed upon, and will be a 
very convenient place for tne delivery of provisions tjj"e. 

Theriast accounts from Gen. AVayne's anny were 
brouglit mc last night by an Indian who says the army 
would not be able to reach the OV^x^X^^lw^^^^^x^'^^ 
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evening, it is supposed on account of the sick and woua* 
dcd, many of whom they bury every day* 

I propose being in town in a day or two, when I hope- 
for tne pleasure of paying you my respects. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest retpecti sir,, 
your most obedient and very humble servant. 

A. McKEE. 

CoL England^ Sfc. Sfe, Src, Detroit, 
(Endorsed ** on his majesty's service." 

(B.) 

Mxtracts of letters to the secretary of war^ laid before 

Congress June llthj 1 8 1£. 

From Capt. Dunham, of the United States' Army. 

^ Michilimaekinacy May 24, ld07. 

** There appears to be a very general and e^itensive 
movement amon^ the savageain tjbis quarter. Belts of 
wampum are rapidly circulating from one tribe to anoth- 
er, and a spirit is prevailiug by no means pacific. The 
enclosed hdk which has been industriously spread among 
them needs no comment. 
'^ There is certainly mischief at the battomy and there 
can be no doubt in my mind that the object and inten- 
tion of this great Maniton or second Adam, ui>der the 
pretence of restoring to the aborigines their former 
independence, and to the savage cliaracter its ancient 
energies, is in reality to induce a general effort to rMg 
and to strike, somewhere a desperate blow. 

^- Extract from a talk delivered at Le Mainuitinong^ 
entrance of lake Michigan, by the Indian Chief Le 
Maigouia, or tlio Troiity May 4, 180r : 

<• 1 am tlie father of the English, uf the French, of 

the Spaniards and of the Indiana. 1 created the firnt 

man, >\ho wa^j the common father of all thes^ people as 

well as yournelvc;) ; and it is through him, whom 1 have 

awakened from his long sleep, tliat I now address you. 

J^iit the Ainevican^ I did not make ; they are not my ckil'- 

dreiij bid the children oj cell SplvU^, '^^^^l ^^vsf from 

^Aescninof the great vfalev^ v<\\ftw'\\.v?^%\x«s^^\v\ 

the evil Spirit, andthoirQ\\\NN«i*^V\N^^^'vik\»^'^^*«^ 
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by a ^rong cast wind. Tliey arc Numerous, but I hate 
them. My children, you must not speak of this talk 
to the whites 5 it must "be hidden from them. I am now 
on the eartii, sent by the great Spirit to instructyou. 
Each village must send me two or more principal Chieft 
to represent you, that you may be taught. The bearer 
of this talk will point out to you tiie paSi to my wig^ram. 
I could net come myself to Abre fcrocte, because the 
world is changed fi-om what it was. It is broken and 
leans dovyn,^ and as it declines, the Chippewas and all 
beyond will fall oiF and die 5 therefore you must come 
and to me, and be instructed. Those villages which do 
not listen to this talk and send me two deputies, will be 
cut ott'from the face of the earth/' 

From Cajt. Dunham of the United States' Army. 

« MichilimackinaCf August 30, 1807* j 
" The cause of the hostile feelings on the part of tlie 
Indians, is principally to be attributed to the influence 
of foreigners trading in the country," 

From Governor William H. Harrison. 
ii Jeffersonvilley Falls of Ohio, I4tk April, 1808. '. 
« A young man from the Delaware tov/ns, came to in-- 
form me that a Pottawattamie Indian had arrived at the 
towns, with a speech from the British, in which they, 
were informed that they (the British) were upon the 
point of cominencing hostilities against the United, 
States, and requesting ^e Dela wares ti^join them." 

From General WilUaih Clark. 

" St. Louis, April SO, 1809. 
« I have the honor to enclose you a copy of ^ lette# 
which confirms my suspicions of tlie Britisn interler^ce 
with our Indian affairs in this country." 

Extract refeiTed to above.. j. 

" I am at present in the fire,, receiving Indian news* 
every day. A chief of the Puant nation appears to be 
employed by the British to get all. the nations of the 
Indians to Detroit, to see their fathers, tlie British, who 
tell them that they pity the\3a \\\ \\^^\t i\\}jjaSNSjPBw ^^^ 
the iiinericans, because l\\e Xm^T\c^\^%V^.^ \aiLK^'^'» 
lmd» and flmir game, tJaat tYiex TOiaX.^^va.^^sjJ^^'^^^*^ 

U 2 



6 APPENDIX. 

qS from their lands. They told the savages, tkat the 
Americans could not give them a blanket nor any thin^ 
good for their families. 

<( They said they had but one father that helped then 
in their misfortunes, and that they would assetuLle, 
defend their father, and keep their lands. It appears 
that four English subjects have been at ^viere ala Roche 
this wint^, in disguise ; they have been there to get 
the nations together and send them on the American 
frontiers. The Indians are pushed on by our enemies 
U take the fort of Belle Vue.*' 

From Samuel Tupper, Indian factor. 

^ Sandusky 9 7 th Juntj 1809. 
<< The conduct of British traders introducing spiritu- 
ous li(|uor8 among the Indians in this part of the country 
and their determined hostility to the measures of our 
government, have long been subjects of complaint." 

From Oovernor William Hull. 

<< Detroit^ June 1 6, 1809. 
<( The influence of the Prophet has been great, and his 
advice to the Indians injurious to tliem and the United 
States. The powerful influence of the British has been 
exerted in a way alluring to the savage character. 

From Governor Harrison. 

<« VineenneSy 14th June^ 1810. 
<< An Iowa Indian informs me, that two years ago this 
mimmer, an agent from the British, arrived at the 
Prophet's town, and in his presence delivered the mes- 
sage with which he was charged : the substance of 
which was to ur^ the Prophet to unite as many- tribes 
all he could against the United States, but not to com- 
mence hostilities until they gave the signal. From this 
man and others of his nation, I learn tiiat the Prophet 
has been constantly soliciting their own and other tribes 
of the Mississippi to join him against the United 
States.'^ 

Frofti Governor Harrison. 

*^ FuiteuTUS, Ju(i| 18, 1810. 
'^ A considerable nuwheT o^ ^«.c% ^«ix\. %wft& >oota 
since to see t})t British ^u^wtvUtAw^^i «»8k_wx^^^>^^ 
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iti:i;taufy fifty more passed Chicago for the same desti* 
natit)u. 

^ A Miami Chitef who has just returned from his 
auimal ^isitto Malden^after having received the accus* 
t4»ined donation of goods, was thus addressed hj the 
British a^ent : « My son keep yoar eyes fixed on me ; 
my tomaiiawk is now up ; be you ready, but do not 
strike until I give the signal." 

From General William Clark. 

« St. LouiSj July 20, 1810. 
*« One hundred and fifty Saps are on a visit to the 
British agent, by invitation, and a smaller party on a 
visit to the island of St. Joseph in lake Huron." 

From Governor W. H. Harrison. 

" VincennesjJuly^y 1810. 
" There can be no doubt of the designs of the Prophet 
and British agent Of Indians affairs, to do us injury. 
This agent is a refugee from the neighbourhood of , 
and his implacable hatred to his native country prompt- 
ed him to take part with the Indians in the battle between 
them and Gen. Wayne's anny. He has, ever since his 
appointment to the principal agency used his utmost 
endeavors to excite hostilities, and the lavish manner in 
which he is allowed to scatter present? amongst them, 
shews that his government participates in his enmity | 
iand aatliorizes his measures." 

From Governor William Hull. 

« Detroit, J%dy 9,7 j 1810. 
. << Large bodies of Indians from the westward and 
southward continue to visit tlie British post at Amherst- 
burg, and are supplied with provisions, arms, ammuiu- 
tion^ &c. Much more attention is paid to them tlian 
usual." 

Extract from the speech of Red Jacket, in behalf of 
himself and the other deputies of the six nations, 

February 1810. 
" Brother, — Since you have had some disputes with 
the British government, their a£entauiCwva.da.lwi«. xssskt 
Oil// endeavored to nuilke t\v^ uw&A^wb ^^^^^'^w«'«^ 
jrqur eaemies, but tbey Vva.^^ w«v\ ^ ^^>^.^^^?^ 
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our warriors to poison their minds and make them break 
their faith with you. At the same time we had infor- 
mation that' the British had circulated war belts among 
the western Indians, and witldn yoHr terrirory." 

From John Johnson, Indian agent. 

" Fort Wayne^ August 7, 1810. 
« Since writing you on the 25th ultimo, about one 
hundred men of the Saukies have returned from the 
British agent, who supplied them liberally witli every 
tiling they stood in want of. The party received 47" 
rifles, and a number of fusils, with plenty of powder 
and lead. This is sending firebrands into the Mississippi 
country, inasmuch as it will draw numbers of our Indians 
tu the British side, in the hope of being treated with 
the same liberality.?' 

From Governor W. H. Harrison. 

" Vincennes^ February 6, 1811. 
" If the intentions of the British government are^ 
pacific, the Indian department of Upper Canada have 
not been made acquainted with them, for they have very 
lately said every thing to the Indians who have visited 
them to excite them gainst us.?' 

From John JblinsoB; 
^'Fort Wayne^ February 8, 1811; 
"•**** h*8 been at this place. The Information 
djerived from him is the same as Ihave been in posses- 
sion c»f for several years, to wit : The intrigues of tiie 
British agents and partizans in creating an influence 
hostile to our people and government, within. oar terri- 
tory." 

From M. Irwin, Indian factor. 

^ Ckica^OjMiii 13, 1811. 
<^ An assemblage of the Indians is to take place on a 
branch of the Illinois, by the influence of the Prophet j 
tlie i^esult will be hostile in the event of a war with 
Orcat Britain." 

From Governor W. H. Harrison. 

<< Vlncennes^ September 17, 1811. . 
*•****♦ states that almost every Indian from the 
c^ustrj $iH>yti this hadliWDt^ot Yiex^ ^^u ^uft tib MtL^ 
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deuj on a visit to the British agent. We shall proba- 
bly gain our destined point at ihe moment of their re- 
turn. If then the British agents are really endeavor- 
ing to instigate the Indians to make war upon us, we 
shall be in their neighborliood at the very moment when 
the impressions which have been made against ug are 
most active in the minds of tiie savages." 

"***** succeeded in getting the chiefs together at 
Fort Wayne, though he found them all preparing to go 
to Maiden. The result of the council discovered that 
the whole tribes ^including the Weas and Eel rivers 
for they are all Miamies) were about equally divided in 
favor of the Prophet, and the United States. Lapousier 
the Wea chief, whom I before mentioned to you as be- 
in^ seduced by the Prophet, was repeatedly asked by 
***** what land it was that he M'ais determined to 
defend with his blood 5 — whether it Was that which waft 
ceded by the late treaty or not, but he would give uo 
answer. 

"***** reports that all the Indians of tlie Wa^ 
bash have been, or now are, on a \i9it to the British 
agents at Maiden. He has never known one fourth a» 
many goods dven to the Indians as they are now dis- 
tributing. He examined the share of one man (not a 
chief and found that he had received an elegant rifle, 
25 pounds of powder, 50 pounds of lead, 3 blankets^ 
S trouds of cloth, 10 shirts and sevetal other articles. 
He says every Indian is ilirnished wdth a gun (either 
rifle or fusil) and an abundance of ammunition. A tra- 
der of this country was lately in the king*s stores at 
Maiden, and was told that the quantity cf goods for 
the Indian department, which had been sent out thia 
year, exceeded that of common years by 20,000 pounds 
sterling. It is impossible to ascribe this profusion to 
any otiier motive than that of instigating the Indians to 
take up the tomahawk. It cannot be to secure their 
trade 5 for all the peltry collected on the waters of the 
Wabash in one year, it sold in the London market, 
would not pay the freight of the goods which have been' 
given to tiie Indians^ 
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« I am decidedlj of opinion that the tcndeney of fhef 
the Britisk measures is hostility to us." 

From Governor Willie Blount. 

" J^ashville^ September 11,1811. 
« There is in this place' a very noted chief of the 
Chlckasaws, a man oi truth,- who wishes the President 
should be informed that there is a. combination of the 
northern Indians, promoted by the English, to unite in 
felling on the frontier settlements, and are inviting the^ 
southern tribes to join them." 

From Governor iSfinian Edwards. 
Cahokia^ 8L Clair county^ Illinois Territory^ ^^pril 

24, 1812. 
« The opinion of the celebrated BritisH trader, 
Dixon, is, that in the event of a British war, all the 
Indians will be opposed to us, and He hopes to engage 
them in hostility oy making peace between the Sioux 
and Chippewas, two very large nations^ and getting 
them to declare war against us." 

Extract of a letter from his excellency Ninian Edwards, 
Governor of the Illinois territory to the secretary 

of war, dated 
« Illinois Territory^ January 25, 1812. 
<^ Many of those Indians certainly contemplate join- 
ing the British. They we in the habit of visiting fort 
Maiden annually^ anci assoon as they are prepared for 
their departure tiiit&er, they will (as I believe they 
have already declared) make inroads upon our settle- 
ments, as well to take scalps as to stealhorses." 

Extract of a letter from Gen. William Clark, to the 

secretary of war dated 

« St. Louis^ February 13, 1812. 
'' If possession was taken of a point about the mouUi 
of Fox river, where it enters into Green Bay, commu- 
nications would be cutoflT between the traders and 
Indians on the Mississippi below Prairie du Chien, and 
the British trading houses on the lakes $ smuggling 
', »ight be prevented through that channel. Mr. Dixon, 
abd those British, who arc also agents, who have smug- 
£^/ed ao immense quantity of gool^^lox^^^^^^^^cc^'^^ 
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tlii^ 76^1*9 and now in -tlie Mississippi, co\dA be c&Qffht 
on their return as thej go out in the spring. This de- 
scription of people grasp at every means in their poweCi 
to wean the afT^ctions of the Indians from any thing 
that is American ; having it in their power to make 
large presents to the Indians, the most of whom are 
to he bought ; and by this means create ^eat difficulty 
wherever they have any influence." 

Extracts of a letter from John Shaw,Esq. Indian agemt, 
to tlie secretary of war, dated 

« Fort Wayne, 3rf mo. 10^^, 1812. 

<< It appears that the hostile disposition of the Indians 
confederated under the Shawanee Prophet, that so re- 
cently manifested itself in the conflict on the Wabash^ 
is not changed. By every thing that I am ablo to learn, 
tliey are secretly plotting to strike an effective blow on 
our frontier; and it is said that they have been this 
winter invited by the British agent at Fort Maidenly to 
pay him a visit ; and I believe it is a fact that a consid- 
erable number of them have recently gone to that place 
with a view of procuring ammunition.^ 

« A speech is also said to have been recently sent to 
WinnemaC) a Pottawattemie chief, from Elliot, the 
British agent 5 but to what purpe&e, I have not been able 
to learn." 

Extracts of a letter from John Shaw, Esq. Indian agent, 
to the secretary of war, dated 

« Fwt Wayne, Sd mo. Isf, 1S12. 

" It has been reported by a Miami Indian, who was 
hunting a few miles from this, that twenty four Indians 
of the Shawanee prophet's band, composed of Wineba- 
goes^ Kickapoos and Shawanees, passed his camp about 
six days ago, on tlieir way to Sandusky, for a quantity 
of powder and lead, which they said was to be sent them 
from Canada." 

« It also appears from the statements of a gentlemam 
from Detroit, that the Morpock, ( Fattawattamie chief) 
witii a small party of Indians, has been for a conside- 
rable time past, encamped on the river Raisin, and con- 
stantly getting proviwtps fronk1i\<t 1B\\^%Vl'^^^^^^- 
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V 
«ti| wcA that it is firmly believed that he is waiting for 

a sicnal from Elliot, the British agent to commence hos- 

ttities oii^our frontier .'' 

^^acts of a letter from Robert Forsjth, £sq. to Capt. 
Rhea commanding at Fort Wayne, dated 

« Fort Wayne^ March lOth, 18ia. 

<< I have no ^oubt but those Indians that passed llus 
post some time ago, are a deputation sent to the Britisk 
garrison for the purpose of procuring ammunition." 

<^ The Morpock, a Pattawattemie chief, has wintered 
at river Huron, about twenty miles from the ^trrison of 
Amherstburg,aiul has drawn provisions and ammunition 
during the whole winter* He has about twenty men 
"With Km," 

Extract pf a Idtter from B. P. Stickney, Esq. Indian 
^ent? to his excellency W. H. Harrison, dated 

« Fori Waynej JSpril IjB, 1812. 
<^ Mr. Shaw has informed you toat twenty four of the 
Prophet's band had passed tms {rilace in the last of Feb- 
ruary, for Fort Malaen, to receive ammunition, which 
was promised to be ready for them* They returned on 
the 4th instant, with as much gua powder^ lea^ and neir 
iusils as they could carry.'^ 
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JVl Tf, estahlishmenLon Lake Leech* Feb, 1806. 

SIR-^As a proprietor of the N. W, coinpanj, and 
-director of the Zond du Lac department, I conceive it 
mj datj as an officer of the United States, (in whose 
territory you are) to address you solely on the subject 
of the many houses under your instructions. As a mem- 
ber of the greatest commercial nation in the. world, and 
a company long renowned for their extent of connec- 
tions and greati^ess of views, you cannot he ignorant of 
the rigor of the laws of the duties of impoi tsof a foreign 
power. 

Mr. Jay's treaty, it is true, gave the right of trade 
with the savages to British subjects in the United States 
territories, but by no means exempted them from pity- 
ing the duties, obtaining licenses, and subscribing unto 
all the rales and restrictions of our laws. . I find your 
establishments at every suitable place along the whole 
extent of the south side of Lake Superior to its head, 
from thence to the source of the l^ississippi, and down 
Red River, and even extending to thercentre of our 
newly acquired territory of Louisiana, in which it will 
probably yet become a qtiestion between tlic twa gov- 
ernments, if our treaties will authorise the British sub- 
jects to enter into the Indian trade on the same footing, 
as in the other parts of our frontiers 5 this not having 
been an integral part of the United States, at tlie time 
of said treaty. Our traders to the soutli, on tlie Lower 
Mississippi, complain to our government, with justice, 
that the members of the N. W. company, encircle them 
on the frontiers of our N. W. territory, and trade with 
the savages upon superior terms, to what ithey can af- 
ford, who pay the duties ef their goods imported from 
Europe, and subscribe to the regulations prescribed by 
hiw. 

. These represei^tations have at lengUi attracted the 

V " 
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aUentveix,pf our goTernnunt to tke object in questioni 
and yr^\ An intention to^ ao themselves as well as citi- 
'^hd justice, they the last' year took some steps te as« 
certain the facts, and make |irovision against the grow- 
ins.evij. . With this, some geographical, and alsq local 
objects in view v/as I dispatched with discretionary or- 
ders, with a party of troope to the source of the Missis- 
sipgi. I hkve found, sir, your coninMrce and establish- 
Aeftts, extended beymid our most eTag|;erated ideas, 
and in*a4dition iotiie injury done our recrenHie, by the 
evasion of the duties, other ilcts which are more partic 
ularly injurious to the hwim and Jt^nf^i/ of ofur govern- 
ment. The ti'ffnsactions alluded to, are the presenting 
■ medals of his Britannic majesty, and ^^ of the said 
government, to the chiefs and warriors resident in the 
.territory of the United States. . iir political subiects are 
strictly prohibited to our traders, what would be tlie 
• iifeas of the executive to see foreigners making chiefs, 
ahd-di%tributing ilags, the standai-d of aa European pow- 
' . €r. The savages being accustomed -to look on that 
'J ftfiwdar d, which had been the only prevailing one for 
" Vcars, as that wlii^h alone has authority in the country, . 
ft* would not be in the least astonishin* to see them re- 
volt from the United States^ limited subjection which is ^ 
^'laiiiKd . over jbcih hy the American government, and 
thereby Kc%e"cau6e catlieir i^ceiving a chastisement : 
altlioi^i neoesapry, tet uttfaiiiuiate a^ they have been 
led astfayby'iife policy ofin^ traders of yourtiountry. 
I must likemse observe, mrt-tliat your establishments, 
if pi .-^pcrly known, would ba-looked on with an eye of 
' dissatisfaction by our go>'eTnment, for anoUier reason, 
' viz.' there being so many furnished posts in case of a 
rupture between the two powers, tiie English ffovern- 
mewt would not fail to make use of those as places of . 
deposit of arms, ammunition^ &e. to be distributed to 
the savages who jpined tlilbir^arms ; toiiie great annoy- 
ance of okrr*territoty, and theloss of the lives of many 
' of our citizei». ^our it^i sir, wh«i hoisted is inclo- 
j, htd works; are in difectcontfadictionof the laws of na- 
" *?on9, aid itteir pracUc^ iu lik^Jcasto, ^ich only ad- 
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silts of foreign flags being expanded on board of vcsseU, 
and at the residence of Ambassadoi^s^ or consuls. 1 aii\ 
not ignorant of the necessity of your bein^ in such a po- 
sition as to protect you from the sallies ot the drunken 
savages, or die more deliberate plana ol the intet.dcd 
plunderer $ and itnder tiK>se consideratioUs, have 1 con- 
sidered your stockades. 

You, and the company of nvhich you are a memlcry 
must be conscious from 'the* foregoing statement that 
strict justice would demand, and I assure you that the 
9lB.w directs, under similar circumstanceSy a total con- 
fiscation of your property, personal iraiprisonineut and 
fines. But having discretfOBftry instructions and vu>- 
reaison to think the above conduct was dictated through 
ill will or disrespect to our goveipment, and conceiving 
it in some degree departing from the character of an of- 
ticer, to embrace the first opportunity of executing those 
laws, I am willing to sacrifice my prospect of piivatc 
advantage, conscious that the govei-nment look not to 
interest, but its dignity in the transaction,! have there- 
fore to request of you, assurances on the following 
heads, whi«h setting aside the chicanery of law, as a 
gentleman, you will strictly adhere to : viz. — 

That you will make representations to your agents, at 
your head quarters, on Lake Superior, of the quantity 
ofgppds wanted the ensuing spring, for your establish- 
ments in the tpnitory of the United States, in time suf- 
ficient, or as early as possible^ for them to enter them 
at the C. U.of Michilimackinac, and obtain a clearance 
and licei^aei |j6, trade in. due form.. * 
; 2d. That you will give immediate instructions to all 
your posts in said territory, under your direction, at no 
time and on noj^retence whatever to hoist, or sufter to 
be buisted, the English flag. If you conceive a flag ne- 
cessary ^ywi may make use of that of the United States^ 
which is the only one which can be admitted. 

Sd. That you will on no further occasion, present a 
flag or medal to an Indian : hold councils with them on 
political subjects, or others foreign from that of trade : 
but on being applied to on those heads, refer them to tbe 
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American agefntfi, informing them Aat thejare tbe only 
perdons authorised to hold coiincils of a political nature 
ttritb them. * 

There are many other subjects^ such aa the distriba* 
Hfm of liaiior, &c. which wbuld be too lengttij to be 
trtAted ol in. detail. -But the company will do well to 
famish themselves with our laws, regulating the com- 
merce with the saya^s, and regulate themselves in our 
territories accordin^j. I emlnace this opportunitj, to 
acknowledge myself and command under singular obli- 
|;ations to youi-selves and agents, for th« aesistanee wldc^ 
you have rendered us, and the poltte treatment with 
which I have been honored. Wi& sentiments of high 
respect, for the establishment and yourself. 
I am, sir, Your ibedieht servant. 

. Z.M.P1KE. 

' Hugh^tGiltUjEsa.- 
Proprietor and agent or the N. W. company, 
established at Zond Du Lac. 

I^eech Lake^ I5th Fdrtutrtfj IS06. 
SIR— Your address presented bh, the 6th inst. has at' 
tracted my most serious consideriEttion to the several ob- 
jects of duties on importations, of presents made to, and 
our consultations with Indians ; of enclosing our stores 
and dwelling houses, and finally of the custom obtaining 
to hoist the British flag ou the t^rritorv beloifsing to tlie 
tJnited States of America. I shall at as early a period 
as possible present the ageais af the N. W. Company 
with yodirreprea^ntations r^arding the paying duties 
on the importation of goods to be sent to our estabUsh' 
menlte within the Wuttds^ the territory of the United 
States, as also their being entered at the custom house 
of Micl)ilimackinac« but I beg to be allowc'd tg present 
fur consideration, that the major part of the roods neces- 
sary to be sent to the said establishments For the trade 
qf the ensuing winter, are now actually in our stores at 
Kamanltiguia, our head quarters .on Lake Superior, and 
that it would cause us vast expence and trouble to b^ 
obliged to convey those goods back to Michilimackinac 
to be entered at the custom Vtf)>3L%t ^^ce^ we thertfbre 
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prskj thai the word of gentlemen with regard to the €|uan' 
tity and qualiij of the said goods to be sent to said es- 
tablishinent, .may be considered as equivalent to the cer- 
tainty of a. custom housQ register. Our intention has 
never been to iiyiire your traders, paying the duties eg- 
tablisUcd by law. We hope those representations to 
your government' respecting our concerns. with the Indi- 
ans, mav have been dictated with troth, and not exag- 
gerated by envy to prejudice our interests, and to throw 
a stain on our character, which may require time to ef- 
face from tlie minds of a people, to whom we must ever 
consider ourselves indebted lor the lenity of procednre, 
of which the present is so notable a testimony. The 
ei^closures to protect our stores and dwelling houses 
froin the insults and barbarity of savage rudeness, have 
been erected for the security of my property and person 
in a country, till now, exposed to tne wild will of the 
frantic Indians : we never formed the smallest idea that 
the said enclosures might ever he useful in the juncture 
of a rupture, between tne two powers, nor do* we now 
conceive that such poor shifts will ever be employed by 
the British government, in a country overshadowed with 
wood I so adequate to every pui-pi^se; Forts might in "a. 
short period ol time be built far superior to any stock- 
ades we may have occasion to erect.. 

We were not conscious, sir, of the error I acknowl- 
edge we have been gujlty to commit, by exhibiting to 
view on your territory any standard of Great 'Britain;- 
I will pledge niys^^lf to. your government that I will use 
my utmost end[eavours, as soon as possible, to prevent 
the future display of 9i British flag, or tjie presenting of 
aierlals, or the exhibitii^g to public view, any other mark 
ef European power, thrQujghout the extent of territory 
known to belong tp the donirhion ot the United- Staties, 
The custom h;is long been established and weinnocent- 
)y and iBoSenslvely, as wt imagined, )iave cofiformed 
to it till the present day. 

Be persuaded that on no coBsidcra/tion, shall any In> 
dian be entertained oii political suhjjects, or on any af- 
fairs foreign to our trade 5 and refevosj^e shall be made 

J 2 
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to the American agents, shduU any application' be mi4e 
worth J such reference ; and be assured that we as »^ 
commercial company must ^nd it. ever our interest tor 
interfere as little as possible with affairs of government 
io the course of trade ; iffnorani as we are in this rude 
and distant country of tne political views of nations. 

We are' convinced that the inestimable advantagos^; 
arising from the endeavours of yoiir government, to es''* 
tablish a more peaceful course of tra(]^ in this part of tiie 
territory belonging to the United States, are not acquir- 
ed throush the mere liberality of a nation, and are ready 
io contribute to the expence necessarily attending them.' 
We are not averse to pay the common duties establish- 
ed by law, and will ever be ready to conform ourselves 
to all the rules and regulations of trade that may be es- 
tabllslied according to common justice. 
. 1 beg to bo allowed to say. that we have reason to hope, 
that every qieasure will be. adopted to secure and facil-^ 
itate the trade witli the Indians ; ami these hopes set^m 
to be confirmed beyond the smallest idea of doubt, when 
we see a man seAt among ti9, who instead of pri\ate 
considerations to pecuniary views, prefers the honor, 
dignity and lenity of his government, and whose trans- 
actions are in every respect so conformable to equity. 
When we behold an armed force ready to protect of 
chAstise as necessity or policy may direct, we know not 
how to express our gratitude to that people whose only 
view seems to be to promote the happiness of all^ the 
aavagn that rove over tiie wild coiiunes of their domain 
•Bot excepted. 

It is to you, sir, we feel ourselves most greatly indebt; 
.cd, whose claim to honor, esteem and respect, will ever- 
be held in hig^ estimation by myself and associates, 
/fhe daiijger and hardships by your fortitude vanquish - 
edj and bV your perseverance overcome, are signal, and 
will ever be preserved 4n the annals of the M.' vV. Com- 
.pany. . -Were it solelv froi^ri the considerations o^thos4 
who have exposed their lives in a long and perilotts 
inarch throueh a sountry, where they had every distress 
to suFer, and many dan||tt^ V^ «^Y^ct (and t^iis wiA a 
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view to ^stabliiih peace in a savage counirj,^ we sbould 
thiuk ourselves under the most stiict obligation to assist 
"them ; hut we know we arc in a country where liospitaU 
ity and gi*atitude are to be considered above everj oth- 
'er virtue, and therefore Vhaye offered for their relief 
\¥hat our poor means can' allOw : and, sir, permit me to 
^embracethe opportunity, to testify that 1 feel rojself 
highly hoporea by your acc^pfante of such accommoda- 
tions as my humble roof coyld afford. 

.With great consideration and high respect for th'e 
government of the United States, allow me to express 
my esteem and regard for you. 
\ I am, sir', 

YoUr obedient bramble serf ant, 
(Signed) H. M»GILL1S, 

Of N.W. Company. 
JsieuL Pikej 
, 1st ticgt' United States infantry. 

Extracts from Obsj^rvatiovs 
.OfithB traJfj views, (ifid policy of Uie JW2A f^est Com* 
JHinyx itnd tk$., national objects tonnect^d with their 
commerce, qs it interests ike Uovernmenf oj the Uni- 
; ted mates.: " • 

• The fur trade in Canada, has alytays been considered 

as an object of thejBrst importance to that colony ; and 

! has been cherished by the respective governors of that 

. province, ty. every regulation in their power^ under 

. Doth the french and nlnglish administrations. The 

grea.t and alpiost unlimitea iii^ence tlie trailers of tliat 

country h^ acquired over tHe savages, was severefy 

felt, find will long be remembered hj the citizens on onr 

. frontiers; "Every attention was paid, by the cabinet of 

• $t. James, in our treaty with Oreat Britain, to secure 

/to their subjects^ (the Cf^ait^ns) the privilege of the 

. Inciian trade.witl^n our tecriiories, and with wnat judg* 

/.ment they ^hayevimproy^^ the ad^iinta^^es obtained, by 

' the motilittr t;ountry9 .timeii'ill soon unfold. 

In jtht.yw/i766^'/the trade wai^ firit extended from 

. MicbiliouG&uiac,'to, tl^e north west, by a few desperate 

adventurers^ whrose" mode of life on the toyage^ tn^ 
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sliort residence in civilized socletj, obtained for them, 
the appellation of << Coureurs des Bois." From those 
trifling beginnings, arose the present north west corn- 
pan j, wha notwith&taadlng the repeated attacks made 
on tlieir trade, have withstood everj ^ock, and are no\r, 
by the coalition of the late X. Y. complin j, established 
en so firm a basis, as to hid defiance to ererj opposition ^ 
which can be made bj private individuois,. 

They, by a late purchase of tfie. king's posts in Cana* 
da, extend their line of trade from Hudson's Bay, to the 
St. Lawrence, up that river on botli sides, to the Lalie!* 
— from thence to the head of Lake Superior, at which 
place the north west company have their head quarters ; 
from thence to tiie source of Red! river, and on all its 
tributiry streams, through the country to the Missouri- 
through the waters of Lake Winipie, to the Saskasfaa- 
win, on tlial river to its source— up Elk river to the 
lake of the Hills — ^up Peace river to the- Rocky .moun- 
tains — ^froin the lake of the Hills, up Slave river to Slave* 
Lake, and this year have dispatched a Mr. Mackenzie 
en a voyase of trade and discovery do.wn Mackehzie's 
rlvcr^ to tiie north sea; and also a air. M'Coy, to cross 
tiic Rocky mountains, and proceed to the western, oceaa- 
with the same\objccts ia view. They have had a gen- 
tleman by the name of Thompspn«^making a geographi- 
cal survey of the north west part of the continent — who, 
for three years, with an astonishing spirit of enterprise 
and perseverance, passed over all that extensive and an- 
known country. Uis establishment, although not splen-^ 
did, (the mode of travelling not admittifig it) was snch, 
as to admit of the most unlimited' exppnces in every 
thing necessary to facilitate his enquiries ; and he is now 
engaged in digesting the impor,tant results of his enter- 

5 rise. I find from the obseryatijoias and suggestions of 
! r. Thompson^ that when at the source oif the Missis- 
sippi, it was his opinion the line of limits between tiie 
United States and Great Britidt]', must run such a course, 
from the head of tl)e lake of the woods, as to touch the 
source of the Mississippi ; and this- I discovered to be 
the opinioo of thenort^ west company, whom, we »ay 
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iilpBQse, or reasonablj concliid^/ speak the langoa^e 
hcla foi^th by their government. The admission of this 
pretemibh, will throw put of our territory all the upper 
jart bf Red river, and nearly two iif&s of the territory 
of Louisiana. 'Whereas, if the line be run due west 
from the head of the lak^ of the M^oods, it will cross 
Red river nearly at the entrance of Reed river, and it is 
co^eetured strike the western ocean at Birch Bay, in 
Queen Charloftte Sound.- These diiterences of opinion, 
it is presumed, mieht be ^asijy adjusted between the 
two governments, at the prescfntdKy,' but it is believied 
that delays by unfolding the true value of the country^ 
may prodfuce difficulties, which do not at present exist; 
The north west company, have made estaDlishments at 
several places on the south' side of Lake Superior, and 
on the head waters of the riveYs'Sauteaux and St. Crpixj 
^which discharge themselvei!( into^the Mississippi. l*|^e 
Fond 4u Lac department bring;s in annually forty ca* 
. noeji, which by a calculatirOU made by a eentieman of ve« 
racfty and information, who has .been eighteen years in 
the Indian trade', and iii'tlie Habit of importing f^ds by 
Ikficliilimackinac, it . spears that the annual aihount of 
datie&c would b& ahaikt tbii'teen thousand dollars. Tlie 
Lowier Red River'(wh1oh I coneeiy^ to be wijthin our 
territory) would' yield about half that sum, viz. 6,500, 
and Hit HwlsoVs'bay coxppanj^'s servants, who import^ 
by the way of Lake AVinipie, sil'thouisand five hundred 
dollars more. . ■ / 

. Thus is tke United States defrauded annually, of about 
tw^ty six thousand Altars. From my observations, 
and infoitntftion, I ihiAk- it will be au ea^? matter to 

S-event the smuggling of. the Fond da Lac departmenl^ 
y establishing a post witJi a garrison of one hundred 
men, iidil an btuce oftlie custoo^s, p^ar.the mouth of the 
river. -St Louis, where all^ods bf the Fond du Lac de- 
partment must center ; this is at -present the. distribu- 
ting pdint^ where the company ,have an establishment, 
a^id the goods on being received from Kamanitiguia^ are 
embarked for their different destinations. That point 
also commands the commumeaU^ia with Lokkedo. ^^tv 
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Leech Lake, Retl Lake, &c. &c. ^c. I am also of opin- 
ion, the goods for Red lliver (if it is within our boumk- 
ry) would enter here, in preference toheing exposed to 
seizure. It ts worthy ot remark, that the charter of 
the Hudson's Bay company extends to all its waters, 
and if tlie British government conceive they had author- 
ity to make sucli a grant, tliey certainly would claim 
the country therein specifted, which would extend fac 
south of the west line, from the head of the lake 4)f tlio 
WoodB. 

The north west company, were ahout to push thdv 
trade down the Mississippi, until they would have met 
the traders of Michilimacikinac ; but i gav^ them to ua« 
derstand, that it could not be.admitted. 

Z. M. PIKE, 1st Lt. Ist U. S. Regt. Jnfiy. 

Deseription of^he JV. W. Company^s Fori at Sandy Lake* 

The Fort at Sandy Lake is situated on the south side 
of the lake, near the E. end, and is a stockade of 100 
feet square, with Ba$tions at the S. £. and N. W. angles, 
pierced for small arms. 

The pickets are squared on the outside, round within 
of about one foot diameter, and are IS feet above ground. 

There are three gates : the principal one fronts the 
lake on tlie N. and is 10 feet by 9, the one on tlie W. 6 
feet by 4, the one on the E. 6 feet by .5. As you enter 
bv the main gate you have on the left a building of one 
siory 20 feet square, the residence of th» supeiintend* 
ant. Opposite to this house; on the left of the E. gate 
is a house 25 feet by 15, tlie quarters of the men. On 
entering the W. gate you find the store house on the 
right, 30 ftet by 20, and, on your left, a building 40 feet 
by 20, which contains rooms for clerks, a work-shop^ 
and provision store. 

On the W. and N. W. is an enclosure of about 4 acres 
picketed in $ in whieh last year they raised 400 bushels 
of Irish potatoes, cultivating no other vegetable.: In 
this enclosure is a very ingeniously constructed vault, 
to contain the potatoes, but whieh likewise has secret 
^Jf^rtmentSy to conceal liq^uors, dry goods, &c« 
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near th« Bhorc» on the 



tetf'a*4KW. 



"^ tkt fort ift Brtuaied"a»;SK W. 

iSbwvi*'*5" w- l«t. ' It vWit 

'^^tntj of %ri«iBg KKHtBdvb^siqQ ui enclosed garden 
'^ '({F.abaut 5 acree otiue N. Wi .. ItiTa aqvare stockade 
';«C}5p feet, the ficketa being 16 feet in length, S 
' feet luuier^aod IS Aqvt tiie ground, and are bonnd to- 
Setb^fojhcntaMi^ri^fr^Mcli 10 feet long. Picketi 
of 10;fc^'an Til^wise drove into the ground, on the 
insid^-^Ae wjKk. a^irmite the apertures between the 
]ftri|^^£f^r ^ft«^, andE.aD^eB are square baa- 
tiojtnpvieu Ptr fire ax^. 

. :Tbe nunnbnildingip therear.jrontingthe Iaiie,t» 60' 

fpfctbYaS,.! l-Slatorjhi"h; tlic W. end of which is oc- 

■^ cupiea by tlie dicector, oflhe Fond duLac department. 

He' has a hall 18 f<^ squaie, bed room and kitchen, 

, '>»ilh an office. "TJm;' centre isja trading shop of 12 1-2 

^feet sipiare, 'nitli affctd'roqjn ifcfthe rear of the sane di- 

■ jfleojijte^ ';Th«K. ^Ritw a large store 25 feet by 20, 

2gpderfwffich theje Is jin Tc^ hoiiv "ell filled. The loft 

BSft Ji^ (ftecthe wbfliejiiiildirig, and contains batea of 

'PME[h^fuc^»i9Cj;f«i^ri»; ^iBu'^DCBts with 500 bushels of 

^ wlff rke.' Qe^dqs thc.kp. hpate there ^re cellars un- 

' ileV all the otlier. pafts of the l^uildiQg. Tlie doors and 

' w^dow shuttecs arc musljct pipof. 

. ...On the W. side is a laiie oflmildings 5.4 by 18 feef, 

froutiag '^e parade, th^ N. cad of which is a cooper's 

shop IBIjy /4j'ft'Hh'acdl3r;joining to which ia n room 

V- calfeil '^e InSUhJiiil ^eipressly for tlie reception of 

. Intljans, tfnd in wl%h tlife'cQfcfE^n-bo met me in coun- 

' .'-cil wcrfe'entertained.) In this hall are two closed bunks 

/for'inlerpietei-B ; its dimensions are 22 feet by 18. Ad- 

' jvfij^eto this is a room 18 feet square, for the clerks 

tip^laiEh foy small party were quartered.) Under both 

of ttie^tter 'rooms are cellars. 

-On^.JB:.^side is a range of buildings 50fcet by IB, 
M'hkh has one room 30 feet niid oneof 15 feet, for quar- 
ters for'tbc riien ; also a hlacksmitb shop of 15 feet, 
■; whigh is occupied by an cxcelleat workman. On the 
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left of the main gate, fronting the river, is a flag staf 
50 feet in height. 

Thej intended building a small block house oyer the 
main gate, fronting the lake, to place a small piece of 
artillery in. There are, likewise, gates on the N. and 
E. flanks of about 10 feet by 8. 

Tfte price of goods in exchange with the Indiums of this 

quarter^ viz. 

Blankets, 3 and 2 1-2 point each 

Ditto 5 ditto. 

Ditto 1 1-2 ditto, 

Blue strouds, per fathom, 

•Scarlet cloth, 8-6 - - . - 

Worsted binding, per piece, - ^ 

Vermillion, per pound, - '. . 

Molten, blue and white, per fathom, 

Ounpowder,'per half pint, 

Balls, SO per - - - - - 

Shot of all sorts, per hand Ail, - - 

Tobacco, per carrot, - - - - 

Tivist tobacco, per fathom, 

Beaver traps, each, - . . - 

Half axes, - - . . . 

Castites, - - . . . 

N. W. Guns, ^ach, . . . - 

Kiiives, -.-..- 

Wampum and silver works, there is no regulation, as 
well as ^um j but the real pi-iee of goods here in exchange 
for Peltry, is about two hundred and fifjy per cent « 
^<he prime cost. 



Dollars. 
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12 
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1 
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10 


20 


- 1 
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Yo the Senate md House of Represent aiiv^s^ 
1 lay before Congress copies of' certain docnments 
"which reniTun in the department of slate. They prove 
that at a recent period, whilst the Uhlted States, not- 
withstanding the wron^ sustained by the\n> ceased not 
to observe the laws of peace and neutrklity towards 
Great Britain ;^nd intlie midst of amicable professions 
and negociations on the pai t ot the British governtnent 
through her public minister here, a secret agent of that 
government was employed in certain states, more espe- 
cially at the seat of government (Boston) in Massaclm- 
setts, in fomenting disaffection to the constituted author- 
ities of the nation, and intrigues with the disaftectedy 
for the purpose of bringing about resistance to tlie laws ;.. 
5and eventually, in concert with a British force, of de- 
stroying the Union and forming the eastern part thereof 
into a political connection with Great Britain. 

In addition to the effect of which the discovery of 
such a proceAute ought to have on the public council.^, 
it will not fail to render more dear to tine hearts of all 
good citizens that happy union of the^e states, which, 
under divine Providence, is the guarantee of their liber- 
tics, their safety, their tranquility, and their prosperity. 

J AMR3 MADISON. "" 
March 9th J 1812, 

Mr. Henry /• •SV. Jfmiroe. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 20, 181^. 
To James Manroe^ Esq. 

Secretary of Stale j ^'c. 
Sia — Much observation and experience have convin- 
ced me, that the injuries and insults with which the 
United States have been so long anil so frequently visit- 
ed, and which cause their present embarras'^ment, have 
been owing to an opinion entertained by f brei<j;.i slates, ' 
«• that in any measure tending to wonndthnrprulp^ cr prn- 
*OoIcetheir hostility^ tlie gov(*rii7j>ent of thli cnu7ury t^oyUt 
never induce a great majority nfitsci^^^cnr to i^mKur--^-^- 
And a^ many of the evila v;h\c\i. liaw V'>:i\\\ *^\i^.\\^A'^^'o?^> 

.7. ■ W ..•,.. 
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of thid opinion on the policy of foreign nations^ may be 
removed bj an act that can produce unanimity among 
PARTIES IN AMERICA, I voluntarilj tender to you, sir, 
such means, as I possess, towards promoting so desirable 
and important an object ; which if accompGshed cannot 
fail to extin&iiish, perhaps forever, those expectations 
abroad, which may protract indefinitely an accommoda- 
tion of existing difierences, and check the progress of 
industry and prosperity in this rising empire. 

I liavc the honor to transmit to you tlie documents 
and correspondence relating to an important mission ia 
which I was employed by sir James Craig, the late 
governor general of the i)ritish provinces, in North 
America, in the winter of. the year 1809. 
". Tlie publication of these papers will demoqs|trate » 
fact not less valuable than the good already proposed ; 
it will prove that no reliance ought to be placed on the 

Srofessions of j^ood faith of an adihinistraiion, which 
y a series of disastrous events, has fallen into such 
hands as a Castlereagh, a Wellesley or a Liverpool ; I 
should rather say into the hands of the stupid siibalterns, 
to whom the pleasures and the indolence of those min- 
isters have consign ftd it. 

In contributing to the good of the United States hy an 
exposition \vhichcAnnot (I think) fail to solve and melt 
all division and disunion amodg its citizens,! flatter my- 
self with the fund expectation that when it is made pub- 
lic in EngUmd it will add one great motive to tlie many 
that already exist to induce^ that nation to withdraw its 
tionfidence from men whose political career is a fruitful 
aource of Irtmry and' emh'arrass^nent in ^nerica ; of 
■Injustice and misery in Ireland ; or distress ^tmd^ appre- 
hension in England : and eontewpt every where* In 
making this communication to you, sir, I deem it incum- 
bent on me distinctly and unequivocally to state, that I 
adopt no party views 5 that 1 have not changed any of my 
political opinions: that I neither seek nor desire the 
j^atronage nor countenance of any government nor of 
-'^nj party ; and IhrA in addition to the motives already 
^Tprf*3scO. I am. influenced b^ ci Ju?* T^^wl*l^»«t of ths 
^^r/!dy and dishonor of those u\io jix^X m^\^^«^^Vt tiw- 
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ditions nptm which I received tfieir confidenet ; vha 
have injured me and diappointed Uic expectations of my 
friends^ and left me no choice but between a dei^adin^ 
acquiescence in injustice, and a retaliation whicU is iie- 
cyssary to secure to me roj own respite t. 

This wound will be felt where it is merited ; and if 
sir James Craig stijl lives, his #hare of tbn [ ain vWl 
excite no sympathy among tliosc who arc at all iu the 
iiecret of our connection, 

1 have tiiC honor to be, sir, your incst obeJi?nt ^? • 
Tant, &c. &c. 

(Signed) J. MKNU*. 

Na. L 
Mr. R^landy secretary^ to sir James Crai^^ late Gover- 
nor General ^fthe British provlnecs in J^TcHh Arr^r^ 
icuj to Mr. mnry, 

APPLHJATION TO UNDERTAKE THE MISSION TO TBB 

UNITED STATES. 

' ^ []MoBt secret tihd confidential.] 

I{zce6ec, S6iA January, 1609. 
My dear sir^— The extraordinary situation of things 
at tins time in the neighboring states has suggested to 
the Governor in Chief, the idea of employing you en s 
secret and confidential mission to Boston, provided at^ 
arrangement can be made to meet the imporf^ant end in 
view, without throwing an absolute obstacle in the way 
of your professional pursuits. The infbrmniion and 
political ohservations heretofore receivenfrom yon were 
transmitted by his excellency to the secretary of state^ 
who has expressed Ms particular approbation of thewi^ 
and there is no doubt thatyonr able execitdon oj such a 
■mission as Ihdve above suggesled^Would give you a claim 
not only on the governor general bnt on his majesty^.i 
ministers which might eventually contribute to your 
advantage. You will have the gtodncss therefore, to 
acquaint me for his excellency°s information whether 
you could make it convtnient tp engage in a mission of 
this nature, and what pecuniary assistance would be 
requisite to enable you to und^il^V^ft \^ ^>^'53p^ Sssjj^sr^ 
tofourself* 
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At pTescnt it is oiilj necessary for me te add, that tl* 
g4)venior would fiirnifih you with a cypher for carrying 
oi> 3'OHr corrcRponuenc({, and that in ' case the leading 
parly in one ol'the states wished to open a commuiiica- 
rii>ri with this povornment, their TicTV* might be com- 
H.i»4iiicatcfl througli you. 

1 am. with great truth and regard. »y dear sir, your 
Host faithful, humMe servant. 

(Signed) HERMAN W. RYLAND. 

Jckn Uenrif, JEsq. 

No. II. 
GmeraJ instrueiions from sir J. IT. Craiff to •Vr. Wht- 

ry respecting his secret mission* 

ills Excelleucv tb^ gavenior.in chief's inSitnictiQns t» 

, Mj. Henry, rcbiuary 1809. 

TMost secret and confidential.J 

Quebec, 6th Fein^uarv^ iS09* 
Sir — ^As you have-^o- reaiiily undertaken the service 
which I hare^ su^estfed to jou bm being likely to be at- 
tended with much benefit to the public interests, I am 
to I'equest that wit^ your earliest convenieney you will 
proceed to Boston. ' 

The principal oli^ect that I recommend to your attea- 
tion is tlte endeiavQr to tibtiin the most accnrate informa- 
1 ion of the true btate of aifuirs in that part of the uqioi^, 
^hich, from its wealth, the number of its inhabitants, 
and the known intelligence and ability of several of its 
•^adin<; men m^ust naturally possess a \ery considerable 
hie influence over, and will .indeed probably leU|d 
the other eastern state* of America in the pAit they may 
tiike at this important crisis. 

I Hhall not preteml to point out to you, tlie mode'hy 
wliich you will be most likely to obtain this importaat 
^ntonnation ; your own judgement and the connections 
wuich you may have in the town gaustbe yqur guide. 

I think it however necessary to put you on your guard 
a;;ain6t the sanguineness of an aspiring party ; the fed- 
eralists as I understand have at all times discovered a 
Jeaning to this di8po8\^OTVya.wOL\i^<evt bein^ under its par- 
iiciilnr influence at tVua momt\A^ \% >2ftfc isisst^ V^\^ ^a.- 
pected from thei r \\^Vvcl% to VSl ?wsA%^^wmeAV^: ^^ 
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itap^ of being ftgiwer t/te oWaimiMmf of their object than 
tliey liave been for some years past. 

la the general terms which I have made use of in de- 
scribing the object wMch I recommend to your atten- 
tion ; it is scarcely necessary that I should observe, I 
include the state of the pubhc opinion, both with r^rd 
to their internal politics and* to the probability of a war 
with England 5 the comparative strenj^th of the tw» 
great parties into which the country is divided, and the 
views and designs of that which may ultimately prevail. 
It has been supposed that if the federalists of the eas- 
tern states should be successful in obtaining that decid- 
ed influence, which may enable them to direct the pub- i 
lie opinion, it i» not .improbable, that rather than sub- * 
mit to a continuance of the difficulties and distress to 1 
which they are now subject, they wilt exert that influ- i 
ence to bring about a separation from the general 
union. The earliest information on tliis subject may be 
of great consequence to our government, as it may also 
be, that it should be informed /tat&/ar in such ap> eve)it 
tliey would look to England for asaietimce or bf dispoS" 
ed to enter into a connection with us* 

Although it would be highly inexpedient that y.ou 
should in any manner appear as an avowed agent, yet if 
you could contrive to ootain an intimacy with any of 
the leading party, it may net beimproper tliat you should 
in^nuate, H>ough ^vith great caution, that if they should 
wish to enter into any communication irith our govern- 
*ment through m^ you are authorised to vecieve any such^ 
and wilt safely transmit it to m«?, and as it may not he. 
impossible that they should rcqiiire some document bv 
which they may be asssured, thityirti are really in the 
situation in which you represent yourself, I enclose a 
credential to be produced ili that view ; but I most par- 
ticularly enjoin and direct, you do not. make use of this 
paper, unless a desire to that pui-pose should be ex])re.S('- 
ed, and unless you see good ground for ejecting tk^U 
the doing so may letid to a m,ore confidential comwrani- 
cation, than* you can otherwise iotik &f . 

In passing through the ^taitetsC V^ccmsv^^ ^^xl^^ 
fffcoinfe exert your ^ttdeavWii\jVYWi^5<«^ ^S^ "^ 
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matlcHi that the short stay you will probabi j make there 
will admit of. You • wiii use your own discretion as to 
delaying jtrarjoumey, with this Tiew, more or less, in 
jjroportion to jour prospects of obtaining any informa- 
tion of consequence. 

I request to hear from you as frequently as possible, 
and as letters directed to me might eicite suspicion, it 
«iay be as well that you put them under cover to Mr. 
' , and as ev^n the addressing letters always to 
the. same person might attract notice, I recommend your 
sometimes addressing your packet totlie chief Justice 
-here, or occasionally, though seldom, to Mr. Byland, 
but neter with the addition of his official description. 

I am sir, your most obedient humble servant. 
(Signed,) J. H. ORAIG. 

John Henrt/j Esq. 

No. III. 

C&SDENTIAL VROM SIR JAMES CRAIG TO MR. BENRT, 

6th rEB. 1809. 
fCopyJ :■. [seal.] 

The bearer Mr. John Henry, is employed by me, and 
full confidence may be placed in him for any communi- 
cation which any person may wish to make to me in the 
tusitiess eommittea to him. In faith of which I have 

fiven him this under my hand and seal at Quebec, the 
th of February^ 1809. 

Signed, J.H.CRAIG. 

No. IV, 
Mr. Mmry^s lettert la tir James Craigj written whif^ 

emvloyea en a mistion to 0o$ton. 
Jlih$wettotite kUer of Mr. Secretary Bylandypropoeins 

the mission^ ^c^ 
No. 1. 

JIfontrealy Jamum/ SI, 1809. 

I have to acknowledge the favor of vour letter of 

the 26th inst written by the desire of his excellency 

the Gov. in chiefs and baat^ to express, through you, 

^b Ais excellency my readiness to comj>ly. with his wish^. 

/need. not add how ^^n ftailtxwi^ itia to receive 
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jbis majesty's secretary of state for the very humble 
•ervices that I may have rendered. 

. If the nature of the services in which I am to be enj^a- 
^ed will require no other disbursements than for xny in- 
dividual expencesy I do not apprehend that these caa 
. exceed my private resources. 

I shall be ^-eady to take my departure before my in- 
. structions pan. be made out. 

I have the honor to be, .&c. J« IPy. 

JJ. fF. Rkflandy esq, sec. ^*c. 

No. 2. 
To his Excellency the Chwernor General, SicAnwfiSweT 

ta his letter of instructions. 

J^ontrtal, February 10, 1809. 
Sir — I ha^e the honor to acknowledge the receipt .of 
your .excellency's letter .of instructions, the letter of 
credence, and the cypher foe carrying on my correspon- 
dence. I have bestowed much piin^ upon the cypher, 
and am notwithstanding this, deficient in some P9inta^ 
which might enable me to umlerstand it clearlj. 1 have 
compared the example with i;ny own exemphfication of 
the cypher, anU find a difference in the results ; and ^ 
the present moment seems favorable to the interference 
of his majesty's government in the measures pursued 
by the federal party in the northern states, and more 
especially as the assembly of Massachusetts is now in 
session,.! think it better to set forward immediately, 
than wait for any further explanation of the means of 
carrying on a secret correspopdencc 5 which tlie fre- 
quency of s.afe private conveyance to Canada will re^i- 
der almost wholly unnecessary. Should it however be 
necessary at any time, I take leav^ to suggest that the 
index alone furnishes a very safe and simple mode. In 
it there is a number for every letter in the alphabet, and 

f articular nnmbers for particular phrases ; so that when 
do not find in the index the particular word I want, 
can spell it with the fibres which stand opposite. to the 
letters. For example if I want to say t)iat <^ troops are 
at Albany," I find under the letter " t" that number >5 
stands &r <fa'oops' and % txwb^ ^9^ Ssk.^\ ti&;^fs\' 



^\ 



^ AI^PENDIX. 

The iiitervcnin* words " are aV^ I supply by figtirei 
torresponding Mith the letters in these words. 

It will be necessary ta provide against accident br 

addressing the letters U Mr, ^, of Montreu, 

-with a snmll mark on the' corner of the envelope which 
he will understand. When he recieves it, he will then 
address the inclosure to your excellency and send it 
from Montreal by mail. I will be careful not to address 
ydur excellency in the body of the letters, nor sign my 
name to any of them, — ^Thcy will be merely designated 
by tlie initials A. B. 

If this mode should in any respect appear exception- 
able, your excellency will have the gooctness to order a 
more particular explanation of the card. It would reach 
me in safety addressed to ■ ■■* ^ Boston. 

I have the honor to Be', &c. J, H'y^^ 

No. 5; 
Burlington^ Vermont^ Feb. 14, 1809. 
Sir — ^I have riemainea here two days in order fully fo 
ascertain the progress of the arrangements heretofore 
fnade, for organizing an efficient opposttion to the gene^ 
ral government, as well as to become acquainted wiA 
the opinions of the leading people, relative to the mea- 
sures of that party which has the ascihdancy i^ the na- 
tional councils. 
On the subject of the embargo laws therer seems but 
' one opinion : namely, that they are unnecessary, oppres- 
sive and unconstitutional. It must also be observed 
that the execution of them is so invidious as to attract 
towards Hie officers of government the enmity of the 
people, which is of course transferrable to the govern- 
ment itself ; so that ih case the state of MassadLusetts 
i^hould take any bold step towards resisting the execu- 
tion of these laws, it is highly probadble that it may cal- 
culate upon the hearty co-op€ration- of 'the people of 
Vermont. 
I Icjam that the governor of this state is How visiting 
. the towns in the northern section of it ; and makes ne 
^^^cret determination, a« tommander in chi^f of Ac mi- 
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eml gsftrw^etit which can tend to interrupt the good 
understanding thsct prevails between the citizens of 
Vermont and his majesty's subjects in Canada. It is 
further intimated ^ that in case of a war, he will use hit 
influence to preserve the state newtral^ and resist with 
all the force ne can command 9 any attempt to make it a 
party. I need not add, that if these resolutions are 
carried into efiect^ the^ state of Vermoi)t may be conoid' 
ered as an ally of Great Britain* 

To what extent the sentiments which prevail in this 
quarter exist in the neighboring states, or even in the easr 
tern section of this state, I am not able to- conjecture. I 
• i^nlycansay, with eer^inty, that the leading men. of 
the. federal party act in concert ; i^nd, therefore infer^ 
that a common .sentiment pervades the ^^le body 
tiiraughout Kew England. 

I have seen a letter from a ^ntleman now at Wash- 
ington to his correspondent m this pUce ; and as itir 
cgntents mar serve to throw some lieht on passing eventi 
therei I shall setid either the original or a copy with thia 
dispatchr The writer of the letter ip a jmam of characr 
ter an4 veracity i and whether ciHapetent or mA to 
fi^rm correct opinions, himselfp is probably within thfi 
reach of all the knowledge that can be obt^uned by tte 
party to which he belongs. It appears b j hi^ st^tira^ent 
that there is a very forn^idable majority in cpngreps-oa 
. the side of the administration, notwithstanding which 
thero is every reason to hope, that the northern states ia 
their distincil capacity wiU unite and resist 1)y force ia 
war with Great Britain^ In whs^tmode this resistance 
will first shew itael^, is probably not yet determined 
upon ; and pfiay in 8iQn\e measure depend upon the reli- 
anqe.uiat jtlie* leading inen may place upon assurancjes 
of support from his majesty's re{u*es£ntative in Canada^; 
aiqid as I shall be 4}n the spot to tender this whenever 
the moment arrives thajt it can be done with effect 5 there 
is no doubt that all. their measures may be made subor- 
dinate to the intentions of his majesty's government. 
Great p^ihs are taken by the men of talents and intelli- 

SMice to confirm the fe.ara of t]l\« c^\scs&5»)L^^\^\5t^%s^ ^ 
e c wcm-rcjx(;^ «>f the «Q>i^'Q\^iu ^^\s^^\^\a^ %»^ ^'^^ 
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jeci8 of France ; and every thing tenda to (Sncoora^ 
the belief, that the dissolution of the confederacj will 
he accelerated by that spirit wliich now actuates bo& 
political parties. 

I am &c. A. B» 

No. 4. 
Windsor, Vermont, Feb. 10, 1809. 
• Sir— Mr last (No. S.) was written at Burlington, the . 
principal "town in the northern part of the state of 
Vermont. I am now at the prindpal town in: tlie eaa-^ 
"ttn section. 

The fallacy of men's opinions wh^n they act under' 
4!he influence of sensibility, and are strongly, excited by 
Aose hopes which always animate a rising party, lead 
me to doubt the correctness-of the opinions which I re« 
ceived in the northern section of this? state : which, 
irotn its conti^ity to Canadft and necessary intercourse 
^th Montreu, has a sti;onger interest in promoting a 
Ijood rniderst^nding w^tli his majesty's government. 
'Therefore since my departure, from Burlinj^on, I have 
-•ought every favorable occasion of conversing with the 
*demoprat8 on the probable result df the policy adopted 
\y the ^gen^eral. g^v^rnment* The difference, of opinion 
is thus exnr^ssi^. ' 

The feuen^ party dtetare, that in the event of a war, 
the state of Vermont wiil* treat separately for itself with 
'Great-Britain ; and support to the utmost the stipula- 
tions in which it may enter without any regard to f the 
policy of the general government. The democrats on 
the other hand assert, that, in such a case as that con- 
templated, the people would be nearly divided into equal 
numbers | one of wliich woiAd support tlic government 
[if|'it could be done without inyoivinc the people iik a 
'ciVil war 5 but at all events would risk every thine in 
preference to a coalition with Great Britain. This dif- 
ference of opinion is not to be wholly ascribed to the 
prejudices of^ party. The people in the eastern section 
of Vermont are not operated upon by the same fears as 
those on the borders of ti\e BrilUH colony. These are 
MOt dependtni upcfn MouVt^iV fci ^^ ^^'i ^"^ ^<^^ ^jt^' 
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duce nor the supply of foreign commtxlities. TThey are' 
not appreheriMve of any- serious dangers or incouve- 
nience from a state of war, and although they admit that 
the Governor, council and three fourths of the represent 
tation in congress are of the federal party, yet they do 
nothelieve that the stdte ^ould stand ^Ibn^and Yesist 
the national government. They do not however deny 
that shoukl the state of Vermont <5ontinue to he repre 
rented as atpresentjit would in-atl prohability unite with' 
the neighboring states, in any senous plan of resistance 
to a war, whkh it might seem expedient td adopt. This 
I tliink is the safer opinion for you to rely on 5 if indeed 
reliance ousht to he placefl on any measure defending 
upon the wnl of the rabble, which is ever changing atia> 
must ever be marked with ignorance, capiice and incon** 
«tancy. Ai the crisis approaches, ^eilifficulty of de-^ 
hiding upon an hazardous alternative will increase ; and' 
unfortunately there is not in Vermont any man of com-' 
manding talents^ capable of attracfih^ ^^eneraZ cmji-> 
denee ; of infusing into the people his own Spirit ; and 
amidst the confuston of conflicting opinions, daneerA 
and commOtioiis, competent to lead in the pa'di of duty: 
•or safety. . The Oovernor is an industrious, prudent 
man, and has more personal influence tliitn any others 
but his abilities are not suited to the situations m which 
a ciYil war would place him* . 

; lam, &<>. A. B, 

, No. 5. 

Jlmherstj A*. Hampshire^ Feb. 2S, 1809. ' 

'Sir — A centleman goings direct to Canada, afibrds a; 

safe and ftvorablc opportunity of giving you some far-* 

tlier accdunt of my progress. I wilf ndV make use of 

the post "office, wl^n I can avoid it; because pi*ivat€{ 

occasions supercede the necessity of whiting in cypher % 

and the contempt of decency and principloi which formtf 

• part of the morals of the subaltern officers of a democ* 

racy, would incline them to break a seal with the same 

indifference, that they break their words, when cither 

curiosity or interest is to be indulged. 

I have not had sufficient time uor^Vv4exvcift^<j;^^iaAkkl4 
me to form any opini6!i Jot wg^dj k^ '^Col^ X^swgs^'^ 
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which the federal partj will carrj opposition ie the 
national gevernment in the event of a war. Much may 
be inferred from the result of the election of governors 
which within two months will be made in the states of 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode island* 
From all I know and all I can learn of the general gov- 
ernment, I am not apprehensive of an immediate war* 
The embargo is the favorite measure ; -^nd it is probable 
that other means will be employed to excite England 
to commit some act of hostility^ for the sole purpose of 
placing the responsibility of war on that country ; tfaift 
1 most particularly recommend to the consideration of 
ministers. The dread of opposition, and the loss of 
popularity, will certainly keep the ruling party at Wash- 
in^on inactive. They will risk any thing but the loss. 
01 power $ and they are well aware that tiieirpe.wer 
would pass away with the first calamity which their 
measures might bring upon the common people (from 
whom that power emanates,) unless indeed they, could 
find a sufficient excuse in the conduct of Great BritaiR. 
This impression cannot be too deeply felt by his majet- 
ty's iHiinisters, nor - too widely spread throng^hout the' 
joritish nation. It will furnish a sure euide m every 
policy that may bo adopted towards the United States* 
I have the honor to he, &c* < A* JS* 

No. 6. 

Boston, March 5, 180d* 

Sir — I am favored with another opportunity of writing 
to you by a private conveyance j and think it probable, 
at this season, that the frequency of the^se will render 
itun^Bcessary to write to you in cypher. 

It does not* yet appear necessary, that % should dis- 
cover to any person tliC purpose t)f my visit to Boston : 
nor is it probable that I shall be compelled, for the sake 
of gaming more knowledge of the arrangements of the 
federal party of thfsse states, to avow myself as a regu- 
lar authorised agent of the British government even to 
those individuals who would feel equally bound with 
mjaelf to preserve with the utmost inscrutability so im» 
pprUut a secret from ttve p>jlbVvc e.^^* 
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I have sij^fficient means of information to enable me to 
Judge of theffToper period for offering the cooperation 
of Great Britain and opening a corresponiletiee betweJin 
the governor general of British America and those indi- 
viduals whojfrom the part the^ take in the opposition to 
the national government, or the influenee they may poS" 
sess in any new order of things that may grow out of the 
present differences, should be qualiikd to act in behalf of 
the northera dtattes. An apprehension of any such 
state of things, as is presupposed by tliese remarks be- 
gins to subside, since it has appeared, by the conduct of 
the general government, that it is seriously alarmed at 
the menacing attitude of the northern states. But al- 
though it is Ibelieved that there is no probability of an 
immediate war, ycit uo doubts are entertained, that Mr. 
Matlison will fall upon some new -expedients to brin^ 
about hostilities. Whattiiese may be can only be de* 
duced from whait appears to be practicable. A nonin- 
tercourse with England and France will probably super- 
xede tlie embargo ; which by opening with the rest of 
Europe a partial legitimate commerce, and affording 
-strong temptations to that which is illegal, will expose, 
the vessels to capture, detention and embarrassraent ; 
^vill justify the present policy 5 and produce a de- 
p-ce of irritation and resentment as will enable the gov- 
ernment of this country to throw the whole blame and 
responsibility of war from its own shoulders ui>on those 
of the British ministrj^. If in this, the party attached 
to Franc© should -calculate with correctness, and tlie 
xommerce of New England would greatly suffer, the 
merchants being ii^ured and discouraged would not only . 
acquiesce in the restrictive system, but even submit to 
war. On the other hand, shoidd the small traffic per- 
mitted by a iionintercourse law be lucrative and unin- 
terrupted, the people would be clamorous for more, and 
soon compel the government to restore the friendly re- 
lations between the two countries. While I offer my 
'Opinion upon this subject, I cannot express but a strong 
h(»pe that if any terms should be proposed by either gpvr !, 
"cinment^ to tvhichthc other ti\\^\V ^vcJji^ y^^'^^x N» %»•- 

X 
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rcedc, that a principal motlTe to the adjustment of dif« 
ferences should be understood to arise from the amicable 
disposition of the eastern states, particularly of the state 
of Massachusetts* This, as it would increase the pop- 
ularity of the friends of Great Britain, could not fail to 
promote her interests. If it could not be done formal- 
ly and oiBciall Y, nor in a correspondence between min- 
isters, still pernaps the administration in the parliament 
of Great Britain might take that ground, and the sug- 
gestion would find its way into the papers both in Eng* 
land and America. 

It cannot be too frequently repeated, that this country 
can only be governed and directed by the influence of 
opinion ; as there is nothing permanent in its political 
institutions, nor are the populace under any circumstan- 
ces to be relied on, when mea^uj^es become inconvenient 
and burdensome, i will sdon write again^ and am, &C 

A.B. 

No. r. 

Boston J Jf«rcA7, 1809. 

Sir~I have now ascertained, with as much accuracy 
as possible, the course intended to be pursued by the 
measures and pclitics of tlie administration of the gen- 
eral government. 

I have already given a decided opinion that a declara- 
tion of war is not to be expected 5 but, contrary to all 
reasonable cdculation, shouldthe congress possess spir- 
it and independence enough to place fiieir popularity in 
jeopardy by so strong. a measure, the legi^ature of Mas- 
sachusetts will give the tone to the neighboring states ; 
will declare itsdf permanent until a new election of 
members ; invite a icongress to be composed of delegates 
from the federal states, and erect a separate government 
for their common defence and common interest. 

lliis congress would begin by abrogating the offen- 
sive laws, and adopting a plan for the maintenance of 
the power and authority thus assumed! They would by 
*uch an act be in a condition to make or receive propo- 
fiAh from Great Britam •, w\^\ ^^>3\^ ?»^\ta the first 
^lO/neni to opeii a corte^^fon^QU^^ >N\>iJa.5w« ^i.^^^\sj:r\. 
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Scarce any other aid would be necessary, and perham 
none required, than a few vessels of war from the Hali- 
fax station, to protect the maritime towns from the little 
navy which is at the disposal of the national government. 
What permanent connexion between Great Britain and 
this section of the- republic would grow out of a civil 
commotion such as might be expected , no-person is^ pre- 
pared to describe; but it seems that a strict dliance 
must result of necessity. At present the opposition 
party confine their calculations merely to resifttance ; 
and I can assure you that at this moment they do npt 
freely entertain the project of withdrawing the eastern 
states from tlie union, finding it a very particular topic ; 
although a courserof eivents, such as 1 have before men- 
tioned, would inevitably produce an incurable aliena- 
tion of the New England trom the southern states. The 
truth is, the common people have so long regarded the 
constitution of the United States with complacency that 
they are now only disposed in this quarter to treat it 
Uke a trnattit mistress, whom they woulti for a time put 
away on a separate maintenance, but, without furtne r 
and greater provocation, would not absolutely repudiate. 
; It will soon be known in what situation public aifaira 
are to remain until the meeting of the new congress in 
l^lay, at which time also, this legislature will again as- 
semble. Tlie tv/o months that intcrv ene will be a period 
of much anxiety. 

In all I have written, I have been careful not to make 
any impression analogous to the enthusiastic coniidence 
entertained by the opposition, nor to tlie hopes and ex- 
pectations that animate the friends of an alliance be- 
tween the northern states and Great Britain. I have 
abstracted myself from all the sympathies these are cal- 
culated to inspire ; because, notwithstanding that 1 feel 
the utmost confidence in the integrity of intention of the 
leading characters in this political drama, I cannot forget 
that tliey derive their power from a giddy inconstant mul- 
titude 5 who, unless in the instance under consideration 
they form an exception to all general rules and experi- 
ence, will act inconsistently and absurdly. 

I am, &c. K«^% 
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No. 8. 

Boston y March 10, 1B09. 
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Sir — In mj letter No. 6, 1 took the liberty to express 
viy opinion of the probable effect of the nonintercourse 
law intended to be enacted ^ and of the mode by \(hich 

. Great Britain may defeat the real intention of the 
American government in passing it. But as the sort of 
impunity recommended might, in its application to er- 
€ry species of commerce that would be carried on, be 
deemed by Great Britain a greater evil than wai* itself, 
a middle course mieht easily be adopted, which would 
deprive France of the benefit resulting from an inter- 
course with America, without, in any great degree, ir- 

. ritating tlie maritime states. 

The higli price of all American produce in France 

furnishes a temptation whicli mercantile avarice will be 

•' unable to resist. The consequence is obvious. But if 

' instead of condemning the vessels and cargoes which 

•'may be arrested in piirtHiiR^ this prohibited commerce, 

• they should be compelled to lo into a British port, and 
there permitted to sell them, I think the friends of Eng- 

• land in these states, \?ould not utter a complaint. In- 
deed, I have no doubt that if, in the prosecution of a 
lav»'ful voyage, the British cruisers should treat Ameri- 

- can ships in tliis manner, their owners would in the pre- 
sent state of the European markets, think themselves 
very fortunate, as it would save them the trouble and 

■ expencc of landing theni in a neutral poii;, and from 
thence reship them to England, now the best market in 
Europe for the produce of this country. The gavern- 
mentof the United States would probably complain, 
and Bonaparte become peremptory ; but even that would 
only tend to render the opposition in the northern 
states more resolute and accelerate the dissolution of 
the confederacy. The generosity and justice of Great 
Britain would be extolled, and the commercial states 
exult in the success of individuals over a government 
inimical to commerce, and to whose measures they caa 
no ionger submit \vVt\\ ^fatVftuX OLCc^AftAceuce^ 
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The elections are be^n ; and I presume no vigUance 
or indnstry will be remitted to insure the success of the 
federal party. I am, &c» A. B. 

P. S. Intelligenee has reached Boston, that a nonin- 
lercourse law has actually passed, and that Martinique 
has surrendered to the British foices. 

No. ^. 

Boston, March 13, 1809. ' 

Sip— You will perceive from the accounts that will' 
»each you in the public papers both from Washington: 
and Massachusetts, that the federalists of the northern 
states have^ succeeded in making the* congress believe, 
that with such an opposition as they would make to the 
general government, a war must be confined to their 
own territory, and mi^tbe even too much for that gov- 
ernment to sustain;. The consequence is, that after all 
the parade and menaces wi^ which the session com- 
menced, it has been suffered to end^ without carrying 
into effect any of the plans of the administration, 
except the interdiction of^ commercial intercourse w'v&i 
England and" France^ an event that was anticipated in 
my former letters. 

Under what new circumsttincesthe congress will meet 
in May, will depend on the state elections and the chan- 
ges that may in the meantime takeplacein Europe. 
With regard to Great Britain, she can scarce mistake 
l:er true policy inrelation to America^ If peace be the 
first object, tverj act- which can irritate the maritime 
states oughtto be avoided; because the prevailing dispo- 
. Sition ot these* wifl generally be sufikientto keep the 
government from haiar^ihc any hostile- measure. If a 
war between America and France be a- grand desidera- 
tum,.^mething mo^e mustbe done, an indulgent concil- 
iatory poUcv mnstbe adopted, which wilMeave the de- 
mocrats withou^a pretextfor hostilities ; and Bonaparte 
whose passions are too hot fordelay, will probably com- 
pel this government to decide which of the two great 
belligerents is to be its enemy. To bring about a sepa- 
ration of the states, under distinct and independent 
governments; is an affair of more uncertainty ; and^" 

xa.. 
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however desirable^ cannot be effected but Bj a aeries of 
acts and long continued policy, tending to irritate tbe 
southern and conciliate tne northern people. The for- 
mer agricultural, the latter a commercial people. The 
mode of cheering and depressing either is too obrious 
to require illustration. This, I am aware, is an object 
of much interest in Great Britain, as it would forever 
secure the integrity of his majesty's possessions on the 
continent and make the two governments of whatever 
number the present confederacy might form into, as use-- 
ful and as much subject to the influence of Great Britain 
as her colonies can be rendered. But it is an object om- 
ly to be attained by slow and circumspect projgressios, 
SLud requires for its consummation more attention to the 
afl&irs which s^itate and excite parties in this country, 
than Great Britain has yet bestowed upon it. An un- 
popular war — that it is a war jHroduced by ike hatred 
and prejudices of one party, but against the consent of 
the other party, can alone produce a sudden separation 
of any section of this country from the common head. 

At all events, it cannot be necessanr to the preserva- 
tion of peace, that Great Britain should make any great 
concession at the present moment | more especian^^ as 
the more important changes that occur in Europe nu^t 
render it convenient for her to adhere to any stipulation 
in favor of neutral maritime nations. 

Although the nonintercourse law affords but a partial 
relief to the people of this country from the evils of 
that entire suspension of commerce to which they have re- 
luctantly submitted for some time past, I lament the 
repeal of the embargo; because it was calculated to ac- 
celerate the progress of these states towards a revolu- 
tion tliat would have put an end to the only republic 
that remains to prove that a government founded on 
political equality can exist in a season of trial and dif> 
llcul ty, oris calculated to insure eitlier security or hap- 
piness to a people. I am &c. A. B. 

No. 10. 

Boston^ Mixreh 2% 1809. 
Sir — Since my letter of the ISth, nothing has occur- 
2'ed whi^h I tbiougHt "woT^S^y o\ ^wcotomc^^^Vvq.^,. 
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The hat week of thU montk add the first of April 
will be occupied in the election of governors and otlier 
■execative officers in the New England states. 

The federal candidate in New-Hampshire is already 
elected by a majority of about 1000 votes. His com- 
petitor was a man of large fortune, extensive connexions 
and inoffensive manners. These account for the small- 
'ness of the majority. 

In Connecticut, no change is necessary, and none is 
' to be apprehended. 

In linode Island, it is of no consequence of what par- 
ty the governor is a member, as he has neither cinl nor 
inilitatT power, being merely president of the council. 

In Massachusetts^ it is certain that the federal candid- 
date will succeed. 

A few weeks will be sufficient in order to determine 
tlie relative strength of parties, and convince Mr. Mad- 
ison that a war with Great Britain is not a measure 
upon which he dare venture. Since the plan of an or- 
ganized opposition to the projects of Mr; Jcilerson was 
put into operation^ the whole of the New England states 
iiave transferred their political power to his ]M)litical 
enemies, and the reason tliat he has still so many ad- 
herents is, that those who consider the only true policy 
of America to consist in the cultivation of peace,, have 
still great confidence^ that notinng can force him (or 
his successor who acts up to his system or rather is gov- 
erned by it) to consent to war. They consider all the 
menaces and ^' dreadful note of preparation^' to be a 
mere finesse, intended to obtain concession from Eng- 
land on cheap terms. From every sort of evidence, I 
confess I am myself of the same opinion ^ and am fully 
persuaded that the farce which has been acting at 
VVashington will terminate in full proof of the imbecil- 
ity and spiritless temper of the actors. A war attempted 
without the concurrence of both parties, and the gen- 
eral consent of the northern states, which constitute 
the bone and muscle of the country, must commence 
without hope and end in di^ace. It should, therefore, 
be the peculiar care of G. Britain to foster divisions he^ 
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tween ilit north and south ; and by succeedii^ in this, 
she may carry into effect her own {frojccts in Europe, 
^vith a total disregard to the resentment of the demo- 
crats of tlus country. I am, &c. A. B. 

No. 11. 

Boston, April IS, 1809. 
Sir — 1 send to ^f r. R. a pamphlet entitled « Sup- 
pressed Documents." The notes and comments were 
written by the gentleman who has written the <« analy- 
sis," which I sent by a former conveyance. These 
works have greatly contributed to excite the fears of the 
men of talents and property; who now prefer the 
chance of maintaining their party by open resistance 
and a final separation to an alliance with France, anda 
war with England. So that should the covemmeni un- 
expectedly and contrary to all reasonable calculation, 
attempt to iuTolve the country in a measure of that na- 
ture, I am convinced (now that the elections have all 
terminated favorably) that none of the New England 
states would be a party in it. — But, as I have repeated:- 
ly written, the general government does not seriously 
entertain any such desire or intention. Had the ma- 
jority in the New England states continued to approve 
of the public measures, it is extremely probable that 
Great Britain would now have to choose octwcen war 
and concession.. But the aspect of things in this res- 
pect is changed ; and a war would produce an incura- 
ble alienation of the eastern states, and bring the whole 
country in subordination to the interests of England, 
whose navy would prescribe and enforce the terms 
upon which the commercial states should carry and the 
agricultural states export their surplus produce. All 
this is as well known to the democrats as to the other 
party 5 therefore they will avoid a war,, at least until 
the whole nation is unanimous for it. Still when we 
consider of what materials the government is formed, 
it is impossible to speak with any certainty of their 
measures. The past administration in every transaction 
presents to the mind only a muddy commixture of folly, 
wettknen and duplicity. The spell^ by which the na- 
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inouB of Europe havei been rendered inert and ixicfficient 
when they attesipted to shake it oft*, has stretched itd 
shadows across the Atlantic and made a majoritj of the 
people of these states alike blind to dutj and to their 
interests. I am, &c. A. B. 

No. 12. 

Boston^ April 26, 1809. 

Sir— Since my lettei^ No. 11, 1 have had but little to' 
communicate. 

I have not yet been able to ascertain with suiEcient 
accuracjr the relative strei^gth of the two parties in tihc 
Leeislativei bodies in J^ew England. 

in all of these states, however, governors have Veen 
elected out of the federal party, and even the southern 
papers indicate an unexpected augmentation of federal 
members in the tiext congress. 

Th6 correspondence betwee^ Afr. Erskine and fhe 
Secretary of State at Wasliington, you will have seea 
before this can reach you. It has given much sptfisfad* 
tion to the federal party here; because it promises ah 
exemption from the evil they most feared (a war with 
England) and justifies tlieir partiality towards Great 
Britain which they maintain wiis founded upon a ftt|l 
conviction of her justice and sincere disposition to pr^*^ 
serve peace. Even the democrats affect to be satisfied 
with it, because as they insist it proves the efficacy of 
the restrictive system of Mr. Jeiierson. 

But the great benefit that will probably result from it 
will be that Bonaparte may be induced to force this 
counti'y from her neutral position. Baffled in his at- 
tempt to exclude from this continent the manufactures 
of Great Britain, he will most likely confiscate all A- 
mcrican property in liis dominions and dependencies, 
and declare war. Nothing could more than tliift con- 
. tribute to give influence and stability to the British par- 
ty. The invidious occurrences of the rebellion would 
be forgotten in the resentment of the people against 
France, and they would soon be weaned from' that at- 
tachment to her which is founded on the aid that was 
rendered to separate from the mother couutc^^ 
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vnen are sure to teuporize when great evente cill upon 
them for decbion^ and are slug;g]8hand inert at the mo- 
ment when the worst of evils is in action. This is the 
character of the democrats tn the northern states. Of 
those of the south I know but little. 

I am, 6&C. A. B. 

No. 14. 

Egstofif May 25, 1809. 

Sir — ^My last was under date of i&6 5thisstant. 

The unexpected change which has taken place in the 
teeltngs of political men in this country in consequence 
f)f Mr. Madison's prompt acceptance of the friendly 
proposals of Great Britain has caused a temporary suS'^ 
pension of the conflict of parties ; and they both regard 
nim with equsd wonder and distrust. They alJ ascribe 
bis conduct to yarious motives, but none believe him to 
be in earnest. 

The sti^te of New York has returned to the Assem- 
bly a majority of federal members. All this proves 
that an anticommercial faction cannot rule the northern 
states. Two months ago the state of New York was 
not ranked amon^ -the states that would adopt the 
policy of that of Massachusetts ; and any favorable 
change was exceedingly problematical. 

I bev leave to suggest that in the present state of 
things in this country my presence can contribute very 
litUe to the interests of Great Britain. If Mr. Erskine 
be sanctioned in all he has conceded, by liis majesty's 
ministers, it is unnecessary for me, as indeed it would 
be unavailing to make any attempt to carry into effect 
the original purposes of my mission. While I think it 
my duty to give this intimation to you, I beg it may be 
understood that I consider myself entirely att the'^dis-. 
^losal of Ills majesty's government. 

Iam,<&c. A. B. 

No. 15. 

Montreal^ June Ifi, 1809. 
Sir — ^I have the honor to inform your excellency tli^ 
t received f through Mr. Secxet^xv ».^\?jvd^ ^our e'xcel* 
lcacj'9 commands to retwn to twi^As.^ w\3\ ^^\5sc^^ 
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delays incident to tliis season of th6 year, in a journey 
from Boston, arrived here yesterday. 

Your excellency will have seen by the papers of tlib 
latest dates from the United States, that a ibrmidable 
opposition is already organized in congress to the late 
measures of Mr. Madison^ and it is very evident that 
if he be sincere in his professions of attachment to G. 
Britain, his party will abandon him. Sixty one mem- 
bers have already voted against a resolution to approve 
of what he hp,s done, and I have no doubt the rest of the 
democratic party will follow the example, as soon as, 
they recover from the astonishment into which his ap- 
parent defection has thrown them. 

The present hopes of the federalists arc founded on^ 
ihe probability of a war with France 5 but, at all events, 
this party is strong and well organized enough to pre- 
vent a war with England. It would now be superflu- 
ous to trouble your excellency with an account of the . 
nature and extent of the arrangements made by the 
federal party to resist any attempt of the govennent 
unfavorable to Great Britain. They ar« such as do 
great credit to their ability and principles; and while 
a judicious policy is observed by Great Britain, secure, 
her interests in America from decay. Jily fear of indu- 
cing a false security on the part of his majesty's gov- 
ernment in their efficiency and eventual success, inav 
have iuclined me to refrain from doing them tlat justice 
in my former letters, which I willingly express. 

I trust your excellency will ascribe the style and 
manner of my communications and the frequent ambi- 
guities introduced in them, as arising from the secrec}'' 
necessary to be observed and my conciousness that vou 
understood my meanirig on the most delicate points 
without riskirtg a particular explanation. 

riament that no occasion commensurate to my wishes ., 
has permitted me to piove how much I value the confi- 
dence of your excellency and the approbation already 
expressed by his majesty's minister. 

I have the honor to be, ^c. ' ., 

I certify that the forgoia^ ^ive \JMi.^^^^ \^«xx^^\r.Nsv 
the letter of H. W. UyVixnA, Y.^'V ^v^^^^"^"^^^ \>b\vV^^> 
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relating to the miBsion in which I was emplojet 
James Craig, bj hi9 letter of instructions bearii 
yebmarv 6, 1809. 

(t%ned) JOHN HE¥ 

No. V. 
Mr. Byland to Mt. J. Henry^ l$t May^ 180 

My dear sir,— The news we have received t 
from the United States will, I imagine, soon hrii 
back to us, and if you arrive at Montreal by the 
-of June, I shall probably have the pleasure of n 
you there, as I am going up, with sir James and 
suite. The last letters received from you are ixi U 
April ; the whole are now transcribing fbT< the i 
of being sent home where they cannot fail of doi 
xredit, and I most sincerely hope they may eve 
contribute to your permanent advantageT It ia 
cessary to repeat the assurances that no effort 
the compass of my power shall be wanting to thi: 

I am cruelly out of spirits at the idea of old £ 
truckling tO'Such a debased. and accursed govemi 
that of the United States. 

I am greatly obliged to you for the trouble y< 
taken in procuring the books, though if Spain 
«hall scarcely have a heart to look into them. 1 ( 
no more nov, but that I am most heartily and afl 
ately yours. 

(Signed) H. \ 

J. Henry, esq. Huston, 

Mr* Rylandto Mr, Henry ^ datexl May 4, 18 
^ly dear sir— You must consider the short 
wrote you by the last post as altogether unofficia 
am now to iiitimate to you in a more formal man 
hope of your speedy return, as the object of your j 
seems, to the present at least, to be at an eju 
have London jiews by way of tlic river up to tin 
Alarch, which tallies to a day with what we have 
«d by the way of the states. Heartily wishing 
suh and speedy journey back to us, 
^ anj, my dear sir* most «»\Ts^ii\^\>j nq\\\^^ 
^Si^ned) «^^^ 



APPENDIX. 51 

Have the goodness to bring my books with you, iliough 
I shall have little spirits to look into thezni unless yoir 
>ring f;ood news jfrom Spain. 

No. VL 
Mr. Henry^s memorial to Lord Liverpool^ enclosed in a 

letter to Mr. Feel, of the tSth June^ with a copy of 

that letter. 
The undersigned most respeetfullj submits the follow* 

ing statement and memorial to the Earl of Liverpool. 

Lon^ before and during the administration of jour 
Lordship's predecessor, the undersigned bestowed much 
personal attention ta the state of parties a»d to the politi- 
cal measures in Hie United States of Ameidca^ 

[Here is an erasure of about four lines.J 

Soon after the affaur of the Chesapeake frigate, when 
his majesty's governor general of British Anf^erica had 
reason to believe that the two countrios would be invol? 
ved in a war, and had submitted to his majesty's minis- 
ters the arrangements of the English party in the United 
States for an efficient resistance to flie general govern«» 
ment, which would probably terminate in the separatioa 
of the northern states from the general confederacy $ he 
applied to the undersigned to undertake a mission to 
Boston where the whole concerns of tlie opposition 
were managed. The object of the mission was to pro- 
mote and encourage tlie federal party to resist the mea- 
sures of the general government 5 to offer assurances 
of aid and support to his majesty's government of Cana- 
da $ and to open a communication t>etween the leading 
men engaged in that opposition and the governor gene* 
ral upon such a footing as circumstances might suggest ; 
and nnally to render the plans then in contemplation 
subservient to the views of his majesty's government.* 

The undersigned undertook the mission which lasted 
from the month of January to the month of June, inclu- 
sive, during which period 

those public acts and legislative resolutions of the as- 
semblies of Massachusetts and Connecticut were passed 
which kept the general government of the United States 
in check and deterred it from carrying into execution 

• Vide the dispatches 0! &\t ^vRA^V:!.\i^^^>«^^^S5^' 
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the measures of hostility with which Great Britai 
menaced. 

For his service on the occasion herein recitec 
the los3 of time and expence incurred, the unden 
neither sought nor received any compensation ; but 
ed to the known justice and fiberality of his maj 
government for the reward of services which coul 
he humbly conceives, be estimated in pounds, sh 
and pence. On the patronage . and support whic 
promised in the letter of sir J. Craig under date i 
2Sd January, 1809 (wherein he gives an assu 
<• that the former correspondence and political inl 
lion transmitted by the undersigned had met wi 
particular approbation of his majesty's secreta 
state, and that his execution of the mission (propo 
be undertaken in that letter) would ^ve him a 
not only on • the governor general but on his maj 
ministers'^) the undersigned has relied and now 
respectfully claims, in whatever mode the Earl oi 
crpool may be pleased to adopt. 
' The undersigned most respectfully takes this 
feion to state that sir J. Craig promised him an en 
raent in Canada worth upwards of one thousand p 
a year, by bis letter (bcrewith transmitted) undei 
of 10 Sept. 1809, which he has just learned has, it: 
sequence of his absence, been given to another p 
The undersigned abstains from commenting on thi 
eaction ; and respectfully suggests that the appoir 
of Judge Advocate General of the province of 
('anada, with a vSalary of live hundred pounds a y< 
a consulate in the United States, sine curia, we 
considered by him a liberal discharge of any obli 
that his majesty's government may entei'tain in r< 
to his service. 
"Copy of a letter to Jdr, Peel, enclosing the forego 

Sir-^I take tlie libet ty of enclosing to you a me; 

addressed to the Earl of Liverpool ; ai.d beg ^ oi 

have the goodness either to cx.aii)iue the documei 

Tour olBce, or those in my own possession, touch! 

fxtcnt 4iid legitimacy oi m^ cW\xv%. ^ . 
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APPENDIX. 6:^ 

Mr. fijland, the secretary of Sir J. Craig, i* now in 
London; and, from his official knowledge of tlie tran- 
sactions and facts alluded to in the memorial, can give" 
any information required on the subject. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

(Sigacd) J. H- 

Jiinc 13, 1811. 

Letter of the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Liverpool, by hia 
Secretary^ R. Peel, Esq. recognizing Mr. Henry'* 

services, &:c. 

No. vn. 

Soiottin^ street 9 ^Qth June, 1811. 

Sir— t hav€ ttdt faifed to Ikj before the Earl of Liv- 
erpool, the memorial, together with its several enclosure^ 
which Was delivef ed to xne a few days' since, by general 
Loft, at your desire. 

His lordship.has diri^cted nie to acquaint you that hd 
has referred to the correspondence in this office, of th6 
year 1808, and finds two letters from sir James Craigt 
dated 10th of April, and 5th of May, transmitting the 
correspondence that has passed during your residence 
in the northern states of America, arid expressing his 
confidence in your ability and judgment, but Lord Liv- 
erpool has net discovered any wish on the part of sir 
James Craig, that your claims for compensation should 
be referred to this country ; nor,.indeed, is allusion. made 
to any kind of arrangement or agieement that had been 
made by that officer with you. 

Under these circumstances, and had not sir James 
Craig determined on his immediate return to England, it 
would have been Lord Livefpobrs \\T8h' to have refer-* 
red jour memorial to hirojay bein^ beiftet' enabled to ^pr 
preciate the ability and succc:Js with v^lildh ybif execu&d 
a mission undertaken at hid desire. Lord Liverpool 
will, however, trkhsimt it to sir James Craig'S successor 
ini the govcrmnenf, and an assunint;e, that, from tlie 
recommendations ho has received in vx>ur favor, and tbe 
opinion he has formed on your correspondetice^ he i^ 
convinced that the public servicenv^ll t»e ))€Aiefitted by' 
your active emj^oyment in a ^viblic ^It^vi^^tv^lfc^ ^ '»:• • ^ 
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Lord Lirerpool will also feel himself •bound- to g(v€ 
tlie same assurance to the Marquis Wellesley, if there k 
any probability that it will advance the success of the 
application which you have made to his lordship. 
I am, sir, your most obedient bumble servant, 

(Signed ) ROBERT PEEL. 

John Henry J Esq, 9,7 Leicester square, 

Mr. Henry to Mr. Peel, September 24, 18U. No other 

answer than a dispatch to sir George Prevost and 

a letter marked B. 
No. VIIL 
London J 4tli September ^ 1811. 

Sir — I have just now learned the ultimate decision of 
iny Lord Wellesley relative to the appointment which I 
was desirous to obtain ; and find tnjit the sul^sisting 
relations between the two countries, forbid the creating 
a new office in the United States, such as I was solici- 
tous to obtain. In this state of things I have not a mo- 
ment to lose in returning to Canada, and Itave taken my 
))a3sage in the last and only ship that sails for Quebec 
this season. As I have no time to enter de novo into 
explanations with the gentleman who is iayour office, ' 
and as I have received assurances from you, in addition 
to the letter of my Lord Liverpool, of the Srth June, 
that " his lordship wQuld recommend me to the gover- 
nor of Canada, for the first vacant situation tliat I would 
accept," I beg the favor of you to advise mc ho^ I am to 
|;et that recommendation, without loss of time. 

I have the honor to be, &c. (fee. J. H. 

Robert Pedj Esq. ^c. ^e. ^c. 

Copy of a letter written by Lord Liverpool, to Sir George 
rrevost, furnished by the under Secretary of state.. 
^ OriginaJt in the dispatch to the governor general. 

No. IX. ' ' 
■.,.■■} BomUng sfreetyWh Sept. ISll. 

Sir— Mr. Henry who has the honor of delivering this 

letter is the gdntlem^n who addressed to me the memo- 

]^a1, a copy of which I herewith transmit, and to whom 

th^ ^ccompupyiui letter from Mr. Pe«l was written by 

^y^di'rcctioiiK: \' 
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In compliance with his request, I now fuHil the assir- 
artce which I have givea, of stating to jou vaj opinion 
of the abilitv and judgment which Mr. Henry has man- 
ifested on the occasion mentioned in his memorial ; and 
of the benelit the public service might derive from his 
active employment in any public situation, in which you 
should think proper to place hiin. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, hunible servant, 
(Signed) LIVERPOOL. 

To /Sii' George Prevost, Bart, Sfc, ^'c. 

Mr. Ryland to Mr. Menri/, 
No. X. 
Tuesday evening ^ Jdly 2£f, 181 1. 

I)yxT. Henry — ^It gives me real pleasure to find that the 
Jtpprehension I had formed with respect to the fulfil- 
ment of your expectations, is likely to prove eVroneous. 
As every thing which passed relative to your mission 
was in writing, I think you.will do well in submitting to 
Mr. Peel all the original papers. I, myself, could give 
BO other information relative to the subject than what 
they contain, as you and I had no opportunity of any 
verbal communication concerning it, till after ypur mia- 
sio^i tetnninatc3d, I never wrote you a letter in 'the gover- 
nor's name, which had not previously been submitted ta 
his correction. 

: The impression I had received of your chiracf.er ancP 
abilities 'made meanxious'to serve you, even before I had 
the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with you, and 
the same desire has operated on irfe ever since 5 I am, 
therefore entitled to hope^ that any opinion which I may 
have given you, as to youV best mode of obtadning an 
employment under governwent, will be receiver with' 
the same eandor that gave rise to it. I thiiik yeu will 
do well to persevere as you propiosie. - 1 haVe no doiiMi 
that every letter from you which Bir James setlt' hci)hi>' 
will be found in Mr. FeePs office, as the establislieA 
practice there is to bind the despatches and enclosures 
yearly up together. 

Sincerely wishing you every success, I aito nhost feilli- 
fully yours. (Signed)' ' H. ■ W. BYEAND. 

JoAn Henry f Esq. ^i .■:^^.* \-' v.'^ 
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Lord LirftrpooPs Dispatch. 
jHj Sir George Frevost^ Qovemor General cf CmuuUf, 
with its enclosiiresj dated I6th S^tember. 1811. 

bowninjp street. 
Sir — ^Mr. Henry, who will have the honor ofaelivering 
this letter, is the gentleman who addressed to me the 
memorial, (a copy of which I herewith transmit,) and to 
whom the accompanying letter from Mr. Peel was writ- 
te)i by my direction* 

in compliance with his request, I now fulfil the assur- 
ance wliich I have given of stating to you my opinion 
of the ability and judgment which Mr. Henry has man- 
ifested on mt occasions mentioned in his memorial, and 
of the benefit the public service might derive from his 
active employment in any public situation ia which you 
should think proper to place him. 

I am, sir^your mosi obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) LIVERPOOL* 

To Sir George Prevostj hari. Sfc. 

«^r. Henry^s memorial to Lord Liverpool, enclosed in 

Lord LwerpooVe dispatch. 
To the ri^ht honorable tbe«arl of Liverpool, the undex'* 

signed mi^st rei^ectfully submits the following 

memorial. 

Long before and during the admihistration of- your 
Lordship's predecessor, the undersigiled bestowed much 
personal attention to the state of parties and political 
measures in the United States of America, and had an 
opportunity* [Here is an erasure of 10 or 12 lines'] 
and to unite tlie |^An erasure here of 2 or 3 liQes3 ^^ 
information transmitted by the undersigned to sir James 
Craig,; and by him to Lord Castlereagh, met tvith vtrUk 
his.hrdMp^s approb^iaii ;t and when the hostile prer> 
nai^ations in the United St^t^s, suggested to sir James 
&raig the necessity. of making corresponding arrange- 
ilients of precaution and defence,, for the security of. 

* See the letter of Mr. Henry addressed to the secre- 
tivry.of Sir James Crai^, and by him transmitted to lord 
••^ iXJhe mointh;Ol ApviVlJOQi 
f jSee dociimeut No V\ver^m\3ti XxwstwJs^^* ^ 
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Kis majesty's colonics, he applied to the'underaigncd to 
undertake a secret and cpn^dential mission to the north- 
ern states to the party already 
mentioned ; to direct their operations, ancl to transmit 
rc^nlar information of the same, and to endeavor to 
render their plans subservient to the interests of Great 
l^ritain.* The undersigned readily undertook the mis- 
sion, and spent five months in the .active and zealous, 
discharge of- the duties connected 'with it [An erasure 
here of 20 or 25 lines f] which deterred the general ^v- 
ernment from the purpose already mentioned, and tronj 
a coalition with France,! while the information which he 
transmitted to sir James Craig, probablj saved the trou- 
ble and expence of arming the Canadian militia. All 
this, the undersigned performed without ever showing 
his commission or app^trin^ as an authorized A^entr^ 
from a thorough cxinviction uiat a discovery of his mis- 
sion would furnish the French party with the means of 
destroying the influence of the party adhering to Great 
3ritiin in every quarter of America, and enable tlie 
government to go to war upon popular and tenable 
gi'ound. 

In the (ippllcation of Sir James Craig to the under* 
signed, to undertake the mission aforesaid, lie says << the 
information and political observations recciived &om you 
heretofore wece ail transmitted to the secretary of statd 
who has expressed hia particular approbation of them, 
and there is no doubt that your able execution of such a 
nission as I have above suggested, would give you a 
claira not only on the governor general (of B. America) 
but on his majesty's ministers,^' &c.$ 

The undersigned being now in England on his private 
aftairs, and on the eve of departure for America, most 

* See documents No. 1 and 2 herewith tnansmiWed. ^ 
. t See letter No. 1 of the series transmitted by Sfc- J. 
Craig, to tlio colonial depaitment, under date Ifebruary 
J4, 1809. 
t See the remainder of jtlie aforesaid letter^ 
4 Sev document No. I, hferewitli transmitted* / 
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humbljT and' respectfiillj submlti his cYaimSr under ih^ 
stipulations aforesaid, to the earl of Liverpool, in the 
confident expectation that his lordship will treat them 
with that justice and Hberalitjr, which upon investiga- 
tion they maj be found to merit. 

It may not be superfluous to add, that the undersigned 
has never received in* any shape whatEver any compen- 
sation or patronage for the services he has rendered. 
This fact,. Mr. Ryland, the secretary of Sir James 
Craig, now in London,, can vouch ; as well as for the 
truth of all tiie matters set forth in this memorial. 
I have the honor,. (Sx- 

(SLrned) *. HENRY. 

27 Leicester Square,. June £3, 181 1. 

Extract of the official letter of 9vr James Craig, tignedt 

bjf Mr. Miflandf dated January 1809, atcompanyififf 

Lord LiverpooPM dinatefu 

[Most secret and confidential.]] 

^eftec, 9.Gth Junuary, 1809. 

My dear sir— Tlie ^extraordinary situation of things- 
at this time in the neighboring suites has su^ested ta 
the governor in chief, the idea of employing you on a 
secret and confidential mission, provided an arrangement 
can be made to meet therimportant end in view, without, 
throwing an absolute obstacle in the' way of your pro* 
fessii^nal pursuits. 

The inforaiatton and poliHeal observations herttofars 
veceivedfrom you were transmitted hy his excellency to 
the secretary of state who has expressed his particular 
approbation of them and there is no doubt that your alfU 
execution of such a mission as I have above suggested, 
would give you a claim not only on the governor general, 
hut on his majesty^s ministers which would eventual!}^ 
contHbute to your advantage — ^At present it is only 
necessary for me to add^ that the governor will furnisa 
your with a cypher fop carrying on your correspondence ; 
and in case the leading party in any of the states wish 
to open a commmunication with this government, their 
views might be conmiunicated through you. I am, &c. 
(Siped) HERl^IAN W. RYLAND. 

To JoMi llenry, t%q. 
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JB^tract fro m the general instructions given by sir James 
Craig to Mr. Uenry^ dated 6th February j 1809^ 
accompanying Lord LiverpooVs dispatch^ 

quebec^ 6th February, 1809. 

Sii%-^As you have so readily undertaken the serrice 
#hich I have suggested to you, as likely to he attended 
with much bene&t to the public interests, I am to request 
that with your earliest conveniency you irill proceed to 
Boston. 

The principal object that I recommend to your atten- 
tion, is the endeavor to obtain the most accurate infor- 
mation of the state of >affairs in that part df' the union, 
■which from its wealth, the number of its - inhabitants^ 
and the known intelligence and .ability of several of its 
leading men, must naturally possess a verV considerable 
influence over, and will indeed probably lead the other 
eastern states of America in the partthat they may take 
at this important crisis. I shall not pretend to point 
out to you the mode by which you will be likely to ootain 
this important iriformationg — ^Your- own judgment and 
the connection you have formed must be your guide. 

In the general terms which 1 have made use of to de- 
scribe the-objects which I recomnlend to your attention, 
it is scaiody necessary to observe that I include the 
the state <jf the ; public opinion both with regard to the 
external politics.and the probability of a war wrtli Eng- 
land : the comparative strength and views of the two 
great parties into which -the country is ^divided,, and the 
views and designs ofthat which may ultimately prevail. 
If the federalists Of the eastern states should oe suc- 
cessful in obtaining .that .decided influence which may 
venablc them to -direct the public opinion,it is not impos- 
sible that rather than submit to a continuance of the 
difficulties and distress to which they 4ire now subject, 
they will exert that influence to bring about a separa* 
tionfrom the general unwn. The earliest iiifbnnation on 
this subject may be of great consequence to our govern- 
ment ; as it may also that it should be informed now far 
they would in such an event look>\^\»^\ja^^"WBi5i. W. j*^- 
jaistance and be disposed, ^o e,Til^t volsi ^. s-^\c&fc»ss^^'^ 



60 APPENDIX, 

us ; these I leave to your judgement and discretion. 
(Signed) . J. H. CRAIG, 

[The letter of instruction is long. The above are the 
principal points in it, except as to secrecy.]] 

EjctracU of letters of recal from the mission in conu- 
sequence of the ari'angement entered into between Mr. 
Erskine and the •American ff>vemment. 

({uebec^ May^ 1809. 
*' The news we have received this day from the U.. 
States will, I imagine, soon bring you back to us. The 
last letters received from you are to the 13th April. 
The whole are now transcribing to be sent home wiiere 
they cannot fail of doing you ^eat credit, and eventu- 
ally contribute to your piermanent advantage. 



(Signed) . 
J. Henry, Esq. 



H. W.RYLAND^sec'y. 



4th May 9 1809.-— I am now formally to intimate to you 
our hope of your return ; aa the object of your mission 
«eems for the present at least, to be abandoned. Sin- 
cerely wishing you a safe and speedy journey back to us, 
lam, &c. (Signed) H. W. ROLAND. ; 

J, Henry, Esq. 

Copy of u letter from Mr. Peel to Mr. Henry. 

Downing street, 9Mh June, 1811. 
Sir— I hate not failed to lay before the earl of Liver- 
pool the memorial, together with its several enclosures, 
which was delivered to me a few days since by general 
Loft at your desire. 

His lordship has directed me to acquaint you in reply 

'that he has referred to the correspondence in this oliice 

of tjie year 1608, and finds two fetters from Sir James 

Craig, dated 10th April and 15th May, transmitting the 

correspondence that had passed during your residence 

in*tlie northern states of America, and ex|)res8ing his 

confidence in your ability and judgment ; but Lord 

Liverpool has not discovered any w ish on the part of Sir 

James Craig that your claims for compensation should 

be referred to this country, nor indeed is allusion made 

to ,auy land of arrangemeiit ov «i^t^«va^TL\,\\va\,\v^!3LViftft5aL 

MU44e bj that officer wtVi jwjl. V^n^^t \icift»fc ^x^awa.- 
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stances, and had not sir James Craig determined on his 
immediate return to England, it would have been Lord 
Liverpool's wish to have referred your memorial to him ' 
as being better enabled to appreciate the ability and sue- • 
cess with which you executed a mission undertaken at 
his desire ; Ijord Liverpool will however transmit it to 
sir James Craiff's successor in the government, v ith 
assurance that from the recommendations he has receiv- 
ed in your favor, and the oj^inion he has formed on your 
correspondence, he is convinced the public service will 
be benefitted by your active employment in a public sit- 
uation. 

Lord Liverpool will also feel himself bound to ^vc 
the same assurance to the Marquis Wellesley if there is 
auy probability that it will advance the success of the 
application which you have made to his lordship. 
I am, sir, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT PJEEL. 



(E) 

Jlevoliitionary services of General HulU as taken from 
his defence before the Court J^Iartiatin J/arc/z, '18 1)2. 

For more than half a century I supported a character 
without reproach. My youth w^as devoted toi the service 
of my country ; I fought her battles in that war which 
achieved her liberty and independence, and which was 
ended before man^j^ of you, gentlemen, who are my judg- 
es, were born. It upon any occasion a man may speak 
of his own merits, it is at such a time as this ; and I hope 
I may be permitted to present to you in very few word* ■ 
a narration of my life, while I was engaged in scenes 
which were t^alculated to prove a man's firmness and 
courage. I shall do it with less reluctance^ because tha 
testimony I have offered of the venerable men who ser- 
ved with me in the revolutionary war, will vouch for all 
I have to say. In the year 1775,«A.tK<^^j^^l"^ici'^s^'^^ 
jeurs, I was appointed a c^^XkluKu ^f^^ ^^^^^sviSiRrf' 
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icut regiments ; during that campaign and until March 
1776, when tlie enemy evacuated mston^ I served with 
mtie army at Cambridge and Roxbury, and in the imme*' 
^iate command of General Washington. I was witii 
that par^ of the army in March 1776 which took posset- 
nion of Dorchester heights ; the movement which com- 
pelled the enemy to evacuate Boston. The next day 
the regiment to wliich I belonged marched for New- 
York. I was on liong-lsland when the enemy landed, 
and remained until the night the whole army retreated. 
I was in several small skirmishes both on L«ong-Islaiid 
and York-Islaiid before the army retired to the White 
Plains. I then belonged to Colonel Charles Webb^0 
regiment of Connecticut. 

This regiment was in the severest part of the actidi 
on Chatterdon's Hill, a little advanced of the White 
Plains, a few days after the main body of the army aban- 
doned New-York. This battle is memorable in the his- 
tory of our country, and the regiment to which I belong- 
ed received the particular thanks of General Washing- 
ton, in his public orders, for its bravery and good con- 
duct on the occasion. It was particularly distinguished 
from all the other troops engaged in the action. I re- 
ceived a slight wound by a musket ball in my side, but 
it did not prevent me from remaining at the head of my 
company. 

I was in the battle of Trenttfn, when the Hessians 
•were taken in December 1776, and being one of the 
youngest captains in the army, was promoted by Gen- 
-cral Washington, the day after "the battle to a majority 
for my conduct on that occasion. The first of January 
1777 1 was in the battle of Princeton. In the <;ampaign 
of the same year the regiment to whkh I belonged serv- 
ed in the northern army 5 1 was early in the spring or- 
dered to Ticondcroga, and commanded tlic regiment, 
(being the senior officer preseut) under General St. 
t^lair, and I was with that officer in his retreat from that 
post 

After Oeneitil St. CWvr a w\w^ ^wca^^^V^viction with 
General Schuyler's avcay oufiofttLW^rvNtx^^'^^VOSi^- 
^^rd, the r«gim«nil© N^Vvic\i 1 ^^Aw^^^^%s^ ^V^^mA. 
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aard viarched to Fort Schuyler, and relieved that post, 
which was besieged by General St. I.eger. 

On the retreat of General Schuyler's anny from fort 
Edward I commanded the rear guard of the army, and 
being two miles in the rear was attacked by a large body 
of British troops and Indians at day light in tlie morn- 
ings in which action were killed and wounded between 
thirty and forty of my guard. And I received the par- 
ticular thanks of Greneral Schuyler for my conduct on 
the occasion. 

I was in the two memorable battles on the 19th of Sep- 
tember and the 7th of October on Bemis'sb eighths nj^ainst 
General Bamyne's army previous fo its surrendr?*. In 
the action oftiie 19th of September 1 commanded n de- 
tachment of 300 men, who fought the principal part of 
the afternoon^ and more than one half of them M'ere kil- 
led or wounded. 

On the rth of October I likewise commanded a dctach- 
tnent from tiie brigade which assisted in attacking the 
enemy on the left of our position, defeated him, follow* 
ed him to the right of his lines, stormed his entrench- 
ments, and took and held possession of the right of hir^ 
position, which compelled him to retreat to Saratoga 
and there to capitulate. 

After the memorable event of the capitulation of Gen- 
eral Burgoyne's army, the regiment to which I belong- 
ed, was ordered to Pennsylvania, to join the army un- 
der the command of General Washington. I remained 
with the army the winter of 1777 at Valley Forge, ami 
in the spring of 1778, when the British army evacuated 
Philadelphia, I was in the battle of Monmoqth. 

From December 1778, to May 1779, 1 commanded lh« 
American posts in advance of tlie White Plain?, near 
Kingsb ridge, during which time I had various skirmisli- 
es with the enemy. In May 1779 the pnncipal part of 
the British army advanced up the North River to Ver- 
plank's and Stouey Point, and I was ordered to retreat 
before them to West Point. 

I then joined the light infantry under the command 
of General Wayn^e, and \«as \\i \Sci^ xcL'CTOi'wt'^^ -^^^.v^ 
on Stonejr Point with a a^^i}^t^\^ ^^wkxkmA^^ AM^N^^ 
in/an trjr. 
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For my conduct on this occasion I received the pajr« 

ticular tlianks of General Wayne, General Washington 
and congress. 

In the summer and autnmn of 1786 I commanded the 
advanced posts of the army, and in December of that 
.year, I commanded an expedition against the enemy 
stationed at jMorrissina which was' successful, and for 
which I received the thanks of General Washington in 
his general orders to the army and likewise the tl^anks 
of Congress. General Washington in his ordei s I well 
remember made use of these words '' He thanked me 
for my judicious arrangements in the plan of operations, 
and for my intrepidity and valor in the execution.'' 

From the conclusion of the revolutionary v.ar i have 
lived with the respect of my countrvnien, and have en- 
joyed repeated marks of their confidence in the ofiices 
vvliich have been bestowed upon me. AVhen I found that 
tiie independence foi* which I had so often fougfit, ivas 
assailed, that again my country must appeal to arms to 
avenr.e her wron^-s, and to protect her rights, I felt that 
. I migfi t yet do lier some service. For though many yetPS 
had passed since I had fought under her standard, and 
/though my own arm might not have had its wonted 
fltrengd), yet my spirit was unbroken, and my devotion 
Xo her unim[»aircd. I tliought in tlie field where there 
could be but lew wlio had any military experience, what 
.1 had learned in the most active scenes of a seven yeai^s 
war, roight he useful. I fondly hoped that in my. age, 
as well as in my youtli, I might render tci-vices that 
should deserve the ^jratitude oinvy countiy. That if I 
foil by the sword of her enemies, my grave would he 
moistened witb the tears of my countrymen ; that my 
descendants w ould be proud of my name und fame. Bwt 
how vain is anticipation 1 I am now accused of crimes 
vhich would blabt my furu^er honors, and transmit my 
.memory witli infamy to posterity. And in that hideous 
catilogue, there is none from the imputation of which 
my nature and my feelings have more recoiled than from 
that o/co^^ardiccy tA) wViI^h l^aia to anjiwer^ 
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Massacre of the ADierican prisoners surrendered to offi- 
cers of Great Britain, bj Indians in the Bntish ser- 
vice. Abandonment of the remains of Americans 

- killed in bittle, or murdered after the surrender to 
the British. The pilli^e and: shooting of Americaa 
citizens, and the ourning of their houses after tl)9 
surrender to the- British, under the guarantee of pro- 
tection. 

Mxtr4ict of a tetter from JktgUstus B. Woodward^ Esq. 

to General Proctor. 

Detroit, Feb. 2d, 1^15. 

"The J (the inhabitants of Michigan) have enter- 
tained a constant apprehension that when the Aroerictm 
forces approached the territory, • and when an engage- 
ment had taken place, the furyof the savage raind at 
tlie sight of blood, and in reflecting on the dead they 
lose, and perhaps on the retaliatory treatment of pris- 
oners, or of tJie dead, which their cruel mode of war- 
fare is always likely to produce, might drive them to ig- 
noble revenge on the prisoners they find in the country^ 
and the inhabitants of it, who are. American citizens. 
They therefore pressed this subject on your attention 
previous to tlie battle of the 22d of January, 1815; 
and felt satisfied with your assurance that you consider- 
ed your own honor pledged for their effectual protection. 

" Since tlie result of that battle, facts are before their 
faces which they cannot shut their ej^es upon. Some of 
them are perhaps uaknown to yoiirself. I will enumerr 
ate some which I believe there will. be no difficulty in^ 
'establishing beyoiKl the reach of contradiction. 

<^ First. Some of tlie prisoners after the .capitulation 
of the 9>PA of January, 1813, have been tomahawked by. 
the savages. 

" SecowL Some of the prisoners after that capitula- 
tion^ have been shot by the savages. 

'\ Thirds Some of the prisoners after that capitular 
tIo3, Iiiive becB burnt by the. sayagrs, 

Z 2 
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^ Fourth. Some of the inhabitants of the terrifar j 
gf Michigan, citizens of the United States of America, 
after the capitulation, have been shot by the savages. 

M Fifth. The houses of some of the inhabitants of 
the territory, American citizens, after the capitulation 
luive been bamt bj the savages. 

<( Sixth, Some of the inhabitants, American ctd» 
sens, after the capitalaiioB> have been pillaged by the 
Mvages. 

A. W. MlieaUyEsq. to Mr. Woodward. 

Sandwich, F^. 9, 181d. 
Sin— Ton will have the goodness to- appoint a day 
for the purpose of adducing before Col. Troctor such 
proof as you nmy have, to substantiate the assertions in 
your letter to him, relative to the slaughter of the ene- 
my's nek and wounded, on £2d January last 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) A. W. M'LEAN, aid-de-camp. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. WoodwardtoGen, Proctor* 

Sandwich, Feb. 10, 1813. 
^ I had the honor to receive, on the Sd day of this 
month, a verbal message from you communicated to me 
%j major Muir, requesting me to procure some evidence 
or die massacre of the American prisoners, on the £2d 
day of Januaf y last. 

<< I met witn oni;^ a few persons at Detroit who are- 
inhabitants of the nver Raisin, nor wa& it altogether a 
Sleasant task to those, to relate^ in these times, the scenes- 
tiey have beheld. Some of them* however^ appeared 
before a msgistrate, and I send you copies of what tiiey^ 
have stated. It will occur to you, sir, immediately, Ifiat 
what any of them state on the information of others 
though not direct evidence in itself, lead& to the source 
where it may be obtained. 

>< In communicating your message, Maj. Muir added 

something having relation to American citizens, who 

\ might be willine ta take the oatli to the king. 

\ ^ It will be obvious to you, sir, that in a state of open 

And declared war, a subject or citizen of one party can- 

' Mt ttM§f&: his i^e^ttic^ tj(^ tbft other party, witiiovt 
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incuningthe penalties of treason^ and, yhile notliing 
can excuse his guilt, so, neither are those innocent who 
Isty temptations before him. 

« The principles adopted bj the United States on the 
subject of expatriation, are liberal, but are perfectly 
inapplicable to a public enemy in time of war. 

*« Some of the French inhabitants of the territory of 
Michigan, citizens of the United States of America, 
have been much urged on this subject, and are apprehen- 
sive of being further troubFed. 

'^ I had the further honor of receiving, on the eishtk 
inst. your verbal message by your aid-de-camp Mr. 
M'Lean, acqainting me that there was no capitulation 
on the 22d January, and that tlie prisoners surrendered 
at discretion. 

<< I, therefore, beg pardon for that mistake. 

<^ The principles, however, of the laws of nations^, 
impose an obli^tion almost equally strong.'' 

TRANSLATION.' 

Territory of Michigan, > ^^ 

district of Detroit^ J 

Personally appeared before me, the undersifl;ned, one* 
of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit^ 
Joseph Robcrts,i an inhabitant on river aux Raisins, who 
being duly sworn on the Holy Eyangieli^t, deposes and< 
sajs ; that on the next day after tlie battle on the said- 
river Raisin, a short time after. sunrise, he saw tiie Indians 
kill the American prisoners^ with their tomahawks, and 
that they shot several, to wit, three, tliat the Indians 
set the house on fire, and that in. going out, the prisoners 
were massacred and killed as aforesaid, that is to sayf 
three were shot, the others were killed in the houses^ 
and burnt with the houses. The Indians burnt first the 
house of Jean Baptiste Joreaume, and afterwards that oT 
Gabriel Godfrey, jun. The deponent has been informed 
that there were about 48 or 49 prisoners in the two 
houses. The deponent has seen dead bodies on the 
high way, which nie hogs were tearingand eating. Mr. 
Brunot told tiic deponent that the Indians had kiUed- 
those of the prisoners who were least wounded;, and tbaj^ 
the otberi were burnt aUT«% 
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Anteine Cuiellarie and Alle^is Salliot, inbabitants on 
Khe rivei* Aux Ecorces, told the deponent that two pri- 
soners had been burnt in the house of Grandon, on thb 
liver Aux Sables. The deponent has heard that the 
Indians had^to^n out the hearts of the prisonera, and bad 
brought them still smoakine; in the houses, but did not 
FecoUect the namesof the informants ; he believes hew- 
ever, they were men worthy of credit- 

The deponent says farther, that after the first action 
on the river Raisin, the Indians iired on one named Solo, 
son in law to Stephen Labean, an inhabitant of the river 
Aus Sables, when returning from the house of Grandon 
to his fatlier in law ; on his arrival, he hallooed to his 
father in law to open the door, saying that he w&$ inor^ 
tallv wounded; Stephen Labeau opened the door and 
tolJ his son in law to liirow himself on tlie bed, but that 
in trying to move he fell dead. An Indian knocked at 
the door, and Labeau bavin"; opened it, received a ball in 
his breast, and fell dead. The son of Labeau made his 
escape ; the Indians fired sevei*al shots at him which 
did not reach him. 

The deponent says farther, iliat Baptiste Coateur was- 
killed near the house of the deponent on the day of the 
second battle on the river Raisin,, a little after sunrise. 

The deponent s?iy8 farther, that the Indians have often 
threatened to burn his house and bam, if he did not 
inarch with them against the Americans. The deponent 
says he is an American citizen. 

The deponent says that several of his neighbors have 
told him that they had received the same threat. Oth- 
er settlements have been threatened with fire. The mills 
and houses on the river Aux Reches were burnt in the 
month of September last, after the capitulation of Detroit. 
And further tliis deponent ssdd not. 

JOSEPH ROBERT. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, the 4th Feb. 18lS. 

PETER AUDAIN, J. P. D. D. 
Territory af J^Iichi^ariy \ 

district of Deirait y ^^' 
; Be it remembered, that on this day, February the 
f!>^rih^ A. D. Qne thotR^Ti'i ^\^V,VOTAi^d %.nd ftirtcen^. 
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•personally came before the undersigned, a justice of the 
peace for the district aforesaid, viz. John M'Donnell, 
an inhabitant of the city of Detroit^ who, after being 
duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, 
.deposeth and saith, that a few days after the battle of 
the S19A January last, ^at the river'Raisin) he was per- 
sonally present at the nouae of James May Esq. when 
he heard tlie said James May ask Mr. William Jones, 
the acting agent for the Indian department, if there 
would be any impropriety in purchasing the prisoners 
from the Indians ; and that he neard the said William 
Jones say < that he thought there would be no impropri- 
ety in purchasing thenj, but would not undertake to 
autbori/«e any person tado so ;' that in consequence of 
inrhich,.this deponent purchased three or four w the pri- 
soners,, amongst the number was one by the name of 
-■ — - Hamilton, a private in tlie Kentucky volunteers, 
who declared to this deponent, that on tlie first or second 
day after the battle at the river Raisiuj on the 22d Jan- 
uary last, as he and some of his fellow prisoners were 
marching with tlie Indians 'between, tliis place and the 
river Raisin, they came up to where one, ot the prison- 
ers was burnt, tne life just expiring, and an Indian kick- 
ing tlie ashes oS his back, saying ^ damned son of a 
bitch.' 

This deponent further depo^eth a^ aforesaid, that Dr;^ 
Bowers, a surgeon's mate of the Kentucky volunteers, 
who was purchased by him and some other gentlemen^ 
stated to this deponent ' he was left to take care of the 
wounded after the battle, but felt rather timid on accouat 
of the savage?, hut that he received such assurances 
from Capt. or Col. Elliot, of the safety of himself as well 
as the remaining prisoners, he concluded to stay, as 
$kighs were promised to be sent to fetch them away the 
next morning ; ^hat near about day li«j;ht of the morning 
folloAing the day of the battle, the Indians came into 
the house where said lUnvrrs was with tlie other prison- 
er's, and proceeded to plunder and tomahawk such as 
could not walk ; and sti'i]>ping the said Bowers and the 
wounded prisoners of a.11 \V^^\\5: Oi^fes«»>^^ ^'i^sai^'^saR. 
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•aid Bowerr and two other prisoners, named SearFs snA 
Bradford, as near as this deponent can recollect, were 
sitting bj the fire in the Indian camp, an ^Indian came 
up who^ppcared to be drunk, and called the said Searls^ 
as near as this deponent can recollect, a Madison or 
fVashingtofiy tlien took up a tomahawk and struck tlie 
aaid Searls on the shoulders ; that the said Scarls caught 
hold of the tomahawk and held it for some time ; that 
the said Bowers advised the said Searls to submit to his 
fate ; with that, tlie Indian gave him a second blow on 
the head, killed, scalped, and sh^ipt him ; durino this 
time the said Bowers and Bradford were perBonallj pre- 
sent, and being apprehensive for their own safetj that 
he, Bowers, ran ana came up to the old chief (who sold 
him to his deponent and others) who took him under his 
protection, and was very kind to him. This deponent 
further deposeth, that he has reason to believe tiie afore- 
said Bowers and Hamilton are now at Sandwich, and if 
Applied to, they could give more ample informatioii reltt-^ 
tive to the particulars aforesaid. And further this de- 
ponent aavetk not. 

JOHN M'DONNELL. 
Sworn and subscribed at my chambers in the city of 
Detroit, the day and year before written. 

JAMES MAT. 

Note from Mr. John M'Donnell to James May, Esq. 

Detroit, February 4, 181S. 

Dear Sir,«~I had a conversation with Mr. Smart about 
leaving your house to day, who had a conversation with 
Bowers and Bradford, lie observes that I have made 
several material errors in my affidavit before yoo tliis. 
day. He says the prisoner killed was of the name of 
Blythe. instead of Searls ; and mentioned some other 
errors that dilfer widely from what I have sworn to, so 
that I think it is a pity Bower's and Bradford's affida- 
vits could not be had instead of mine. Yours, 

J. M'DONNELL. 

James May, Esq. 

JVbfcfrom Mr. M'DoimeV\t^lAT.Vjwv%^KU clerk. 
/ wish vott to mention, to yvAg^^ c^o^vj^t^^^MiS^Tj.^^ 
]^i^tiQn in madt for me b^ a. in^^xvySL ^uAjaa ^'Oasit i>^^\3^ 
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Ytmtin till the navigation opens. On that account I ho]^ 
he will keep back the deposition that I have made re- 
g^ardioe the murders committed by the savages on the 
fiver Kiisiiu as he has much better testimony to substan- 
tiate fiitts than what I have sworn to on hearsay ; and; 
as I am sure, if the colonel was even disposed to hear 
my application, that affidavit will be enough to send me 
off, or dse if I was allowed to remain, Elliot would set 
Indians on me. 

TRANSLATIQU. 

Territorif of Michigan > 

district of Detroit. j ^' 

Personally appeared before me, ihc undersisiied one 
-of the justices of the peace in the district of Detroit^ 
Antoine Boulard, of the river aux Raisins, who bein|r 
sworn jOQ tlie Holy Evangelist, deposeth and says, th^ 
*on the next day after the last battle on the idver aux Rai- 
sins,.he.8aw the Indians kill the secretarv ©f the Amer- 
ican General, who was on the horse of the Indian who 
had taken him pinsoner, with a rifle shot; that the prison* 
er fell on one side, and an Indian came 'forward with a 
sabre, finished him, scalped him, stript him and carried 
41 way his clothes. The body remained two days on the 
liigh way, before the door of the depohent, and was part 
eat up by tiie hogs. Afterwards, tne deponent, together 
with Francois Lasselle, Hubert Lacroix, Charles Chovin 
and Louis Lajoye, took up the corps at dusk of the eve- 
ning, and carried it into a field near the woods, where 
tiic hogs did not go. They dared not to bury it for fear 
of being surprised by the Indians. And further this 
deponent saitli not. 

ANTOINE (his X mark) DOULAND. 

Sworn and subscribed in my presence, .the 5th day of 
Tebruary, 1813. 

PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 

I hereby certify, that the next day after the last battle, 
on the river aux Kaisins,.the secretary of the American 
General was taken near the door of the deponent; wat 
WDundedand placed on a Vior^e •, ft\^V%^N^w^\^>5^\:^ 
dkius were near the houa«>-cm^ eS:Hi\wt^^^^««^^^'*^ 
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k^ad w ith a rifle ; that he did not fall off his horse Qntll ' 
another Indian, drawing his sabre, struck him on the 
haad several times, and then he fell to the ground } was 
scalped, stript of his clothes, and left on the road, where 
b^ remained one day and a half; I, the deponent, with 
Francois Lasselle, Hiibert Lacroix, Louis Chovin,on the 
evening of the second day, took up the body^ carried it 
to the skirts of the woods, and covered it with a few 
branches, but could not staj to bury it, for fear ofthe . 
Indians that were in the neighborhood ; and on the next 
•day after the last battle I was near the house of Gabriel.' 
Godfrey jun. and the house ^f Jean Baptistere Jereaum. 
where a great number of .prisoners were collected ; and 
that .1 heard the^ screaming of the prisoners whon> tlie ., 
lAdians were tomahawking ; that the savages ^t the 
houses on fire and w ent o£ 

LOUIS his X mark BERNARD. 

Detroit, Feb. 5, 1813. 

I certify, that the bodies of the Americans killed at 
the battle of la Riviere aux Raisins, of the twenty second 
of January last, remained unburied ; and that 1 have 
seen the hogs and dogs eating them. 

The hogs appeared to be rendered mad by no profuse 
a diet of cliristian flesh. 

I saw the houses of Mr. Gerome and Mr. Godfey, on , 
fire, and liave heard that there were prisoners in them. 

The inhabitants did not dare to bury the dead on ac^ 
count of the 1 ndians. 

The inliabitants have been threatened by the Indians, 
if, they did not tdce up arms against tlie Americans. 

' Michigan^ Febriiary 6th, 1813. 

ALEXIS his H mark LABADIE. 

This is to certify, that on or about the twenty eighth 
day of January last past, an Indian woman came to my 
dwelling house, on the river Rouge, and informed mc 
that on the morning of that day an American prisoner 
had been killed in tbe Indian camp, and the reason she 
assigned for killing him was because he had expressed 
^Ji hatred for the Indiana, 
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T^errifory of Michigan^ ^ 

district of Detroit. 5 **' 

Personally appeared before mc, the subscriber, Aaron 
Thomas ana Agnes Thomas, his wife, who both made 
oath on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty Goul, that the 
Indians have taken from them, from the house of Mr, 
Atwater, on the I6th of August, 1812, one chintz gown, 
valued seven and a half dollars, one calico gown, valued 
three dollars seventy five cents, one calimanco petticoat, 
valued four dollars, one pair of cotton stockings one dol- 
lar and fifty cents, one pair of cotton stockings, seventy 
•cents, one pair woolen stockings seventy five cents, on© 
pair of silk gloves, one dollar fifty cents, one new small 
trunk two dollars, one pocket book two dollars, tliread 
-one dollar, needles fifty cents, one shawl one dollar, one 
cambric handkerdiief seventy five cents, one cotton do. 
sixty two and an half cents, one shift one dollar, three 
fturthsof a pound of pepper fifty cents, one cake of 
chocolate twenty fiv« cents, one fan Mij cents, one 
4)lanket three dollars, one cloak ten dollars, three yards 
of check cotton ninety three and three fourths cents, 
one shawl one dollar, one flannel loose gown three (lol- 
•lars. On the twelfth September, taken on river Rouge, 
•one chesnut sorrel horse fifty dollars — saddle and bridle 
ten dollars. On Friday the eleventh September, taken 
-on river Rouge, one other saddle eight dollars, one pair 
leather leading lines two dollars fifty cents, leadinglines 
seventy five cents, one axe two dollars fifty cents, chintz 
patches two dollars. 

Sworn before me at my chambers, ITth September, 
1812 

(Signed) P. AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 

Letter from the Indians to the iniiahUaivts of the river 

Baisinj not dated. 
The Hurons and the otlier tribes of Indians, assembled 
at the Miami Rapids, to the inhabitants of the river 
Raisin. 

FRIENDS i LISTEN ! 
You have always told us you wauld give us any assii- 
tance in your power. 

Ala. 
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We, therefore, as the enemj is approaching us, within 
twenty live miles, call upon you all to rise up and come 
he.vc immediately, bringing your arms along with you. 
Siiould you fail at this time, we ivill not consider you 
in future as friends, and the consequences may be very 
unpleasant. 

We are well convinced you hav« no vmtings forbid- 
ding you to as3ist us. 

We are your friends at present. 
(Signed) ROUND HEAD. 

By an emblem resembling; a horse, 

(Signed) WALK IN THE WATER. 

By an emblem resembling a turtle. 

TRANSLATION. 

Letter of the inhabitants of the river Raisin^ dated MiV' 

ierre Aux Raisin&j the ISth JVbvem6er, 1812. 
To the Hon. Judge Woodward, Detroit. Rivierre Aux 
Raisins, the ISth November, 181^ < 

Sir — In the embarrassment in which we find ourselvea 
at present, on the subject of a letter addressed to Col. 
Navar, on the part of the Hurons and other savase tribes 
. we depute him to you to represent to you the situation 
of the inhabitants of the river Raisin, praying you to 
assist him with your advice in so delicate a matter, hav- 
ing at all times had great confidence in your great knowl' 
' edge. 

We have the honor to be, with profound respect, your 
obedient servants. 

(Signed) jaques lasselle. 

JEAN BAFTISTE OEROME. 
JEAN BAPTISTE BEAUGRAXD. 
FRANCOIS LASSELLE. 
DUNCAN REID. 
JEAN BAlPTISTE LASSELLE. 

* 

' Kxtract from the report of ensign Isaac L, Baker ^ agent 
for the prisoners taken after tlte battle of Frenchtown^ 
January 22i, 1813, to Brig. Oen. Winchester^ dated 

. .. . « British JS'iagara^ February 26, 1813. 

^* For the greatest iimxi>^^v ov ^mt Awvfortunatc fellow 

'ioUlierB being !5ent{rtti5^A^^\xvi^^^^ wi\\x^«^^\NJi'^^ 
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exertions of our prisoner fellow citizens there, who with 
unexampled generosity when they «aw their countrymen 
driven mrough the streets like sheep to a market, lavish- 
ed their wealth for their ransom. Nor was the procur- 
ation of our liberty all. We had been almost entirely^ 
stript by the Indians. Clothes, such as the exigency of 
the occasion permitted to be prepared, were furnished us. 

" On the 8th instant. Col. Proctor ordered mc to make 
out a return of all the prisoners who were killed by the 
Indians subsequent to the battle, agreeable to the best 
information I could collect. The enclosed return mark- 
ed B. was produced by this order. I might have added 
the gallant Cant. Nathaniel Gray ; S. Hart, deputy in- 
spector general ; Capt. Virgil M'Crackin, of Col Allen's 
regiment; Capt. John H. Woolfolk, your secretary; 
ensign Levi Wells, of the 7th United States infantry 
and a number of privates, whom I find by subsequent 
information, have been massacred. 

<• The memory of past services rendered me by Capt. 
Hart's family, made me particularly anxious to ascertain 
his fate. I flattered myself he was alive, and every in- 
formation I could get for some time flattered my hopes. 
But one of the last prisoners who was brought in, told 
me that the captain was certaiul y massacred. He was 
so badly wounded as to prevent him from walking. Tlic 
Indians took him some aistance on a horse, but at length 
took him oflf and tomahawked him. 

« About the 10th instant, an Indian brought Capt. M' 
Trackings commission to Sandwich ; the paper was 
bloody. The fellow said he took the captain unhurt, 
but some time after, when stripping and examining him, 
he found an Indian scalp in his besom, which induced ' 
him to kill him. This, you cannot but be assured, is a 
humbug of the fellow's own making, to screen himself 
from the odium of barbarity. The captain's character, 
•ind the danger that attended his carrying such furniture 
in a disastrous battle, give it the lie. 

"Capt. Woolfolk, after having been wounded in two 
places,by some means had got refuge in one of the French 
houses on the Raisin. He was discovered next day and ■ 
dragged from his asylun\. He was taken to the house of 



4 y} 



APPENDIX. 



I 

a Mr. I^asselle, where he said he would giv^e 1000 dollars 
to any one who would purchase him. Mr. Lasselle said 
it was out of his power, hut he had no douht his brother 
^vould do it, who lived at hand, lie directed his owners 
to the house of his brother, but, as they were on their 
way, au Indian from a waste house shot nim tlirough the 
head. 

" Ensij^n Wells was taken by my side unhurt. I con- 
sidered him as alive until my arrivsu at this place. C^i 
Nags tells me he was killed by a Pottowattimie Indian^ 
not long after he was taken. 

<• Many fresh scalps liave been brought in since the 
battle, and dead bodies seen through the country, which 
proves that others have been killed whose names 1 have 
not been able to find out^ iadepeudent of those reported 
to ('ol. Procior. 

*^ This, sir, is all tlie irifonnation I have been able to 
collect, concerning those who arc massacred. The fif- 
teen or eighteen mentioned in the remarks to the return 
made to Col. Proctor, whose names do not appear, were 
not Known by those who saw them killed. 

" Major Graves of the 5th regiment of Kentucky vol- 
unteers, I have been able to get no information of furth- 
er than that he was brought to the river Rouge, on the 
iJoth or 26t]i of January in a sleigh. I fear, from our 
having heard nothing of him since, that he is no more^ 
and that valuable oilicer forever lost to his country. 

<^ The dead of our army still denied the rights of se- 
pulture. At the time 1 left Sandwich, I was tuld the 
nogs were eating them. A gentleman told-mehehad 
seen them running about M'ith skulls, arms, legs and 
other parts of the human system in their mouths. The 
French people on the Raisin buried Capts. Hart and 
Woolfolk and some others, but it was more than their 
lives were worth to have been caught paying this last: 
accustomed tribute to mortality. 

** 1 have several times agitated the subject of burying 
the dead, when in company with the British officers, 
but they always answcrca the Indians would not suffer it* 
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B 

v3 rttum of the American pt'isoners who vrve tomokairk" 

ed by the Indians, subsequent to the baiile at French* . 

town, January 9,9,d, 1813. 

1. Pascal Hickman, captain ; £. James E. Bljtlie^ 
private ; 3. Charles Gerles, do. 4. Thomas S. Crow^ do. 
5. Daniel Darnell, do. 6. Thomas Ward, do. 7. Wilixam . 
Butler^ do. 8. Henry Downy, do. 9. John P. Sidney do. 

In addition to the above number,! saw two others tom- 
ahawked at Sandy creek myself, and find that the pri-*- 
soncrs now in the hospital in Sandwich saw, say fifteen 
or eighteen others, treated in the same manner. Two- 
men tell me they saw one wha bad the appearance of 
having been burned to death. Those men who saw 
Henry Downy and William Butler killed, tell me that 
the Jjndians left them without scalping. 

ISAAC L. BAKBB, 
Ensign 2d United States^ Infantry^ 

Colonel H. Froctor. 

Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to the 
Secretary at war^ dated at the Miami RapidSy Februa- 
ry 11, 1813. 

*' I have the honor to enclose ta you the deposition of 
Miedard Labadie, who \\as at the nver Bal^in on the 22d 
ult. and remained there till the 5th instant. His ac- 
count of the loss of the enemj in the action, is corrob*^ 
orated by several others, nor is there the least reason to- 
doubt his statement, as it i-egards the horrible fate of 
our wounded men.. There is another circumstance 
which plainly shews that the British have no intention 
to conduct the war (at least in this quaiiier) upon those 
principles which have been held sacred by all civilized 
nations. On the 30th ult. I dispatched Dr. M'Keehan^ 
a Sutton's mate in the militia, with a flag, to ascertaifi 
the situation of our wounded* He was attended by one 
of our militia men and a Frenchnuin. On the night 
after their departure, they halted near this place for the 
purpose of taking a few nour's sleep, in a vacant cabia 
upon the bank of the river. Tlie cariole in which they 
travelleCl was left at the door with the flag s^t up in it*. 

A A ^ 
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Tliey were discovered bjr a party of Indians ^aecompa« 

Bied, it is said, bj a British oflRcer) and attacked in the 

Tianner described in the deposition. The militia man 

•was killed and scalped, the doctor and the Frenchman 

taken. Doctor M'Keehan was furnished with a letter 

addressed to any British officer whom he mi»ht meet, 

describing the character in which he went, and tlie object 

for which he was sent, an open letter Gen. Winchester, 

and written instructions to himself all of which he was 

directed to show to the first officer he met with. He 

■was also supplied with one hundred dollars in gold to 

procure necessaries for the prisoners. 

The a^idavit of Medard Labadie, late resident near 
Ihe river Raisin, in the Michigan territory. He being 
sworn, saith, he was in his house when he heard t\\e ^ns 
at tlie commencement of the action at the rirer Raisin, 
on the 22d Jan. 18 13, between the American forces under 
Gen. Winchester, and the British Canadian and Indian 
force?, said to be commanded by Col. St. George. Af- 
ter some little time, he heard that the Indians were kil- 
ling the inhabitants as well as the Americans, upon which 
he went towards the scene of action, in order to save 
his family. As he went on, he was with one other in- 
habitant taken prisoner by two Wyandot Indians, and 
carried prisoners to the Indian lines, from which he saw 
great part of the action. The right wing of the Ameri- 
cans had given way before he got a sight of the action. 
It terminated after the sun was some hours high, not 
far from 11 o'clock A. W. by the surrender of the Amer- 
ican forces that then remained on the ground. He saw 
Ihe il&g hoisted by the British sent to the American 
forces, and saw it pass three times to the Americans 
before the surrender. He could not understand English 
but understood that Gen. Winchester was taken prisoner 
before he got to the lines of his own men ; that he was 
compellea to carry the flag to his own forces after he 
was taken ; that he understood the reason of the flag 
passing so often was that the Americans refused to sur- 
render upon any other terms than the wounded should 
ie taken care of, the dead buried, and the inhabitants 
protected ia their prop^rl^. HiiViaX ^'t "fttvti^h first 
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reluscJ to ag;rcc is these terras but finallj did a^ee to 
tliem. He also understood t»)at the liss of tlie British 
and Indians in t'lc action was about 400 killed. He also 
understood that the loss of the Amtiicaufe in the actioa 
v/as about ISO killed. 

He knows that on the day of the action all the pris- 
oners who were able to marcb were marched off tow- 
ards Maiden, the wounded, about 60 or 80 in number, 
left in two houses without any of their friends or a 
physician to take care of tliem, and without any Brit- . 
iA\ officer or men. About ten Indians remained behind 
upon the ground — ^tlie balance of the Indians went oft* 
-with the British, and he was told by some of the Cana-. 
dsan militia that the British had promised the Indians 
a frolic that night at Stoncy Creek, about six miles from 
the river Raisin. 

He was liberated after the line of march was formed 
fw' Maiden. The next morning he was in the houses 
vhere the wounded were. That morning about fifty 
Indians returned 5 they brought whiskey with them 5 
they drank some and gave some to the Indians there, 
and between 9 and 10 o'clock, A. M. they commenced 
killing the wounded, then set fire to the houses the. 
wounded were in, and consumed them. He was at big, 
father's, on this side of the Detroit river, about seven 
days after the action, and saw across the river the pris 
oners inarched off' for Niagara from Maiden. 

He saith that he saw taken by liis house, by Capt. El-« 
Hot, and nine Wyandot Indians, two men that he had 
understood had been sent by Geti. Harrison with a fiag 
to the British. One of the men (Mr. Tessier) he knew, 
the other he did not know, but understood that he was 
a doctor. He had not an opportunity of conversing 
with them, but understood from an inhabitant, to whom 
Mr. Tessier communicated it, that they stopped for thei 
night and left the flag hoisted on the cariole ; that the 
flag was taken away unknown to them, and that the In- 
dians fired upon them ; that he, Tessier, told them they 
were Frenchmen, and surrendered, upon which the In-w 
diaos ceased firing} and took them. Tbey then uien.^ 
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tioned they were sent with a ila|. The Indians said 
they were liars and took them oft, 

Mr. Tessier was set at liberty at the river Raisin and 
remained two days expecting the doctor to return; at 
the end of wliich time Tessier was sent for bj the Brit- 
ish and taken to Maiden. He understood that the 
doctor was sent off immediately to Niagara 5 the doctor 
was wounded in the ancle. He understood the British 
charged the doctor and Tessier with being spies. And 
further he saith not. 

(Signed) MEDARD LABADIE. 

Witness, C. Gratiot, capt. engineers and interpre- 
ter- 
Sworn to before me, this 11th da j of Febrnarj, 1815,.. 
Camp, foot of the Miami Rapids. 

(Signed) C. S. TODD, dis. judge ad. 

R. GRAHAM, aid de camp, 
A true copj. 

JS'^ichoJasville, (Ky.) ^i?riZ 24^, 1813; 
Sir— Yours of the 5th inst. requesting mc to give 
jou a statement respecting the l^te disaster at French-^ 
town, was dulj received. Rest assured, sir, that it is 
with sensations the most unpleasant, that I undertake 
to recount the infamous and barbarous conduct of the 
British and Indians after the battle of the 22d January.. 
The blood runs cold is mj veins when I think of it. 

On the morning of the 25d, shortly after lisht, six 

or eight Indians came to the house of Jean Saptiste 

Jeraume, where I was in company with Major Graves^ 

Captains Hart and Hickman, Doctor Todd, and fifteen 

or twenty private volunteers, belonging to different 

corps. They did not molest any person or thing on 

their first approach, but kept sauntering about until 

there were a large number collected (say one or two 

hundred) at which time they commenced plundering 

the houses of the inhabitants, and the massacre of tlics 

wounded prisoners. I was one amongst the first that 

was taken prisoner, and was taken ti> a horse about 20 

paces from the hoi^se after being divested of part of my 

Jpiotbii^f gui commanded by &\gn^ there to rcmai^i ibf 
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further orders. Shortly after being there, I saw them 
knock down Capt, Hickman at the door, together with 
sereral others with whom I was not acquainted. Sup- 
posing a general massacre had commenced, f made an 
effort to get to a house about 100 vards distant, which 
contained a number of wounded, Ijut, on my reaching 
the house, to my great mortification, found it surroun- 
ded by Indians, which precluded the possibility of my 
riving notice to the unfortunate victims of savage bar- 
barity. An Indian chief of the Otawaj tribe, oy the 
name of McCarty gave me possession oi his horse and' 
blanket, telling me by signs, to lead the horse to the 
house I had just before leu. The Indian that first took 
me came up and manifested a hostile disposition tow- 
ards me, by raising his tomahawk as if to give the fatal 
blow, which was prevented by my very good friend 
McCarty. On my reaching the house which I had first' 
started from, I saw the Indians taka off* several prison- 
ers, whom I afterwards saw in the road, ii> a most 
mangled condition, and entirely stript of their clo^ 
thing. 

Messrs. Bradford, Searls, Turner and Blythe, were 
collected round a cariole which contained articles taken 
by the Indians from the citizens. We had all been pla^ 
ced there, by our respective captors, except Blythe, wha 
came where we were, entreating an Indian to convey hini 
to Maiden, promising to »ive him 40 or 50 dollars, and 
whilst in the act of pleading for mercy, an Indian more 
savage than the other stepped up behind, tomahawked, 
stripped and scalped him. The next that attracted my 
attention, was the houses on fire that contained sever- 
al wounded whom I knew were not able to get out.—- 
After the houses were nearly consumed, we received 
marc^jing orders, and after arriving at Sandy creek the 
Indians called a halt, and commenced cooking; after 
preparing and eating a little sweetejied gruel, Messrs^. 
Bradford, Searls, Turner and myself received some, and 
were eating, when an Indian came up and proposed ex- 
changing his mockasons for Mr. Searls' shoes, which 
he readily complied with. They then exchanged hats, 
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aftsr iivhicli tlie Indian enquired how many men Harri- 
son liad with him, and at tne same time calling Searisa 
Washington or Madison, then raised his tomahawk and 
.struck him on the shouluer, which cut into tJic cavity of 
the body. Searls then caught hold of the tomahawk and 
appeared to resist, and upon mj telling him that his fate 
was inevitable, he closed his c^es and rcceired the Fav- 
age blow which terminated his existence. I m as near 
enough to him to receive the brains and blood, after the 
fatal blow, on m j blanket. A short time after the death 
of Searls, I saw three others share the same fate. We 
then set out for Brownstown, which place we reached 
about 12 or 1 o'clock at night. After being exposed to 
several hoars incessant rain in reaching tJiat niace we 
ivere put into the council house, tlie floor of which was 
partly covered with water 5 at which place we remsuned 
until next morning, when we acain received marching 
orders for their village on the nver Roage, which place 
we made that day, wliere I was kept six days, then ta- 
ken to Detroit and sold. For a more detailed account 
of the proceedings, I take the liberty of referring you to 
a publication which appeared in the public prints, sign- 
ed by Ensign J. L, Baker ; and to the publication of 
Judge Woodward, both of which I have particularly ex- 
amined and find them to be literally correct^ so far as 
came under my notice. 

I am Sir, with due regard. 
Your fellow citizen, 

GUSTAVUS M. BO^VER. 
Surgeori^s Mate 5ih Jlrgt, Kentucky Volunteers^ 

Jes-samine county, to wit. 

This day Gustavus M. Bower, personally came be- 
fore me, John Mctcalf, one of the commonwealth's jus- 
tices of the peace in and for said county, and made oath 
to the truth of assertions before stated by the said Hbw- 
er. Given under my hand this 24th day of April, 1813. 

JOHN METCALF. 
3egse Bledsoe; esq. Lexington. 



APPENDIX. 83f. 

Lexington^ May Zdj 1815. 
Sir — I received your letter some time since, relative 
to the disastrous aiiair of Frenchtown of 22d and 23d 
January last. For the particulars of the action, and the 
tenns of capitulation, I refer you to the official report of 
General Winchester, which is correct as far as came 
within my knowledge. After the capitulation I was in- 
troduced to coL Proctor, the commander of the British 
forces and Indians, as one of the surviving surgeons, and 
hy him was requested to attend to our wounded, who 
were left on the ground where the action Mas fought. 
I willingly acquiesced, and Doctor Bowers iriy mate re- 
mained with me 5 at the same time I informed Col. Proc- 
tor of my apprehensions for the safety of the wounded 
and tlie surgeons ; he replied he under no apprehensions, 
you will he perfectly safe, I will place you under the 
special care of the chiefs until mornine and very ^arly 
I will send conveyances for the wounded and yourself 
to Amherstburg. Shortly after, I was requested to as- 
•certain the number and rank of the wounded, and in so 
doing was assisted by a British officer (whose nam^ I 
did not know) to whom I likewise communicated my ap- 
prehensions of safety ; he manifested some irritation at 
my doubts x)f British honor and magnanimity, and As- 
sured me protection would be afforded me. \Vhile en- 
^ged in diis business, one of the roofns occupied by the 
wounded was crowded with Indians who were peacea- 
ble, but one of them who could speak English admonish- 
ed the British officer of the propriety of stationing inter- 
preters in the houses. Upon my return from this busi- 
ness to tlie room I occupied, and which was sef apart 
for the wounded officers, I met, and was made acquaint- 
ed mt\\ captain Elliot, at present a British officer, who 
had visited Captain Hart then wounded. Captain Hart 
was solicitous to be removed that evening, and Captain 
Elliot replied, if it was possible (and every exertion 
should be made) he should, and, if it could not be effisfct- 
ed that evening, early in the morning he would call for 
Mm on his own train (sleigh) and convey him to hia 
own hopse in Amherstburg, where he should remain uu- 
tii redoVcrcd, assuring Viimy x^'^^^Xj^^^ ^^^^ <^^ 
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to be apprehended, and if possible be would ramiii 
M ith him that night. In the afternoon Captain Elliot 
and every British olBcer left the encampment, lear- 
ing behind three interpreters. From the repeated as- 
Aurances, my apprehensions were quieted ; for who 
could doubt r About one hour before daj li^t /for my 
duties required my attention nearly all the nignt) tbe 
interpreters suddenly disappeared. About an hour af- 
ter day light, the Indians began to collect in the town, 
and commenced plundering the houses in which the 
wounded were placed, and then stripped them and my- 
self of our clothing. At this time the room I had occu- 
pied was crowded with Indians, and Capt. Hart's wound 
already painful, being injured by them, I conveyed him 
to an adjoining house which had been plundered and 
was empt79 where I met the Indian (who on the prece- 
ding day had requested that interpreters should be left) 
and he knew my rank. He inquired why the surgeons 
were left, and why the wounded were left P I replied it 
was tiie wish of Colonel Proctor we should remain until 
lie could send for us ; and Capt. Hart informed him Capt. 
Elliot was a fnend of his and was to call for him that 
morning. He shook his head significantly, and replied 
they were damned rascals, or we would have been ta- 
ken oft' the preceding day. The Indian informed me 
every individual would be killed, and requested me to 
be quiet, for the chiefs were then in council and, ^ may 
be," o»ly the wounded would be killed. Captain Hart 
offered him one hundred dollars to take him to Maiden. 
He replied, you are too badly wounded. While we 
were conversing, one of the wounded was tomahawked 
at our feet. Shortly after, the Indian returned and told 
me, I was a prisoner, and must go. I was taken by the 
Indian to the house I had left, and there discovered 
that Captain Hickman and two others had in my absence 
been tomahawked, scalpt, and stript. I was lied and 
taken by thi3 Indian toward Maiden about four miles, 
when I came to the encampment of the British wound- 
ed, and met with Captain Elliot and the surgeon of tiie 
4l8t regiment. Captain Elliot immediately recognised 
m^ aau inquired tVie cauw i^lxa^ ^\»aicvaxu Wss&w^^ 
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lim what had taken place, and requested him to send 
limck immediately, that some who were badly wounded 
might be still alive, and couM be saved, particularly na- 
Bied Captain Hart, for whom he manifested much finend- 
^ ship. Captain Elliott replied, it is now too late, you 

* may rest assured that those who are once taken by the 
Indians are safe, and will be taken to Maiden, and those 

. who are badly wounded are killed ere this, I replied, 
many are unable to walk, and some will be killed after 
making an effort and walking several miles, who might 

- be saved | to which he replied, chiwity begins at home, 
tny own w oufided are to be converea first, and if any 

- sleighs remain, they shall he ^nt back for your wouna- 

■ €d. My anxiety to get some persons to return, in hopes 
'of saving some of the prisoners, induced^tne at length to 
make an appeal to their avarice. The surgical instru- 
ments of the detachment were left in the room I occu- 

■ pied, and I informed the surgeon of their value and im- 
portance at the time } he immediately dispatched an 

' interpreter for them, who returned with the information 
they were destroyed in tlie burning of the hoj*e, ar.d 

• gave additional information of the massacre of the wonnd- 
«?d. i was released irom the Indians by Cajtiin Elli- 
•ott: and the sargeon. At tliis time my brotlier, Mho w^i"* 
wounded and several athei*s, were in j^ossession of the 
Indians, who were taking them towardei Maiden. I re- 
quested their release, and permission for tliem to ac- 
company mc on foot, under British protection. Cap- 
tain EMi'^tt told me it war> impo:^sible, and to be unde?- 
na fears 5 they were safe, for he knew the udeljty of 
the Indians with whom they were. V/her. the int^Hi- 
-gi^^nce of' t'w massacre was by me coiiamu^a'cahed to Cap- 
«triin Elliott and tl.e surgeon, they appeaj-ed much exa<^- 
jierated, and declared it was in»fsosi^-ible to rest:ain tiie 
savages. The cau<?c he then assigned to me was, that 
when the Indians discovered their loss in killed and 
wounded, and that of tiie British, they staited off to- 
wards our wounded, declared they woiiid have satisfac- 
tion and, he continued, I was fearful of the event. Du- 
i*ingthe plunder and tiv^ Ts\^"i^«;w^.j ^^w ^^^jcis^K^^ ^^^^- 

Bm 
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iflucted Uicmselves widi the utmost composure and re- 
signation, and made no resistance, which thej kneir 
would be fruitless, and destruction to all. 

It was asserted by Col. Proctor in a conversation at 
Amhorstburg, that the Indians had got some whiskey in 
the house we were stationed, and had become intouca* 
ted. That the Indians may hare had some whiskey, I 
shall not deny, but I think I can safely say, tiiat tiiej 
did not procure it there, and that was not the cause of 
the massacre, for on the preceding days and subsequent 
to the action of the 18tfa, I wanted some spirits, and 
made application to the housekeeper, who assured me 
there was none about the house, tor it ifa^ all consumed 
by the British and Indians who had quartered in the 
house prior to the action of the 18th ; besides the Indi- 
ans shewed no manifestation of drunkenness ; their de* 
liberate pilfering and their orderly conduct throughout, 
was not such as would be expected from drunken In- 
dians. 

Upon my Arrival at Maiden t was agun solicited to 
take charge of the wounded, the surf^ery was opened to 
me, and I had the use of the medicines and dressings 
necessary, and they had as comfortable rooms as could 
be procured. During our stay in Maiden some eig;Ht or 

• ten of the wounded were brought in by the Indians | 
several made their escaoe who wete doomed to massa* 
ere, and found protection with the inhaUtants of the 
territory, who brought them into Maiden, and several 
made their escape, wandered in and delivered themselves . 
np at the fort. Prior to our leaving Malden> one poor fel- ^ 
low %'as brought in scalped alive by the Indians and de- 
livered up to the British^ but before I reached him 
death put an end to his sufferings. I frequently, and 
on every occasion, urged the British officers to exert 
themselves and procure the release of the wounded from 
the Indians, urging the necessity of having their wounds 
dressed. In & conversation on this subject with capt. 

• Elliott, and while urging it, he replied, the Indiana are 
exceJient surgeons. TV\^ ijj\A&^\iws were all marched 

off' to Sandwich after revu^ivtiATv^^l^^ ^^-^^^^^^.-JA^Ux 
MMd 1 was called upeiv to Vl^^vi W ^^^^ ^^^ '^'^'"^ 



APPENDIX. Sr 

woimdft were unable to march ; who had sleighir furnish- . 
ti them» which was the case doting the march to Fort 
Oeot^. Before I conclude, I mast say that the term» 
of ^pitulstioa were Tiolated in every particidar by the 
enemy. The wounded were not protected ; nor private 
property was not held sacred $ and our side arms were > 
not restored* WiA a few etceptions, I was treated rcs- 
nectfull V by the British oificers, save the abuse which was 
tavithea on my government, and thut was^ by no mean» 
sparingly bestowed.' I am, respectfully, occ. 

JOHN TODD, M. D. 
and late surgeon to the 5th r^ of Kentudcy 

volunteer miUtia» -^ 

3%e JSbit. Jesse Bhd$Qe. ^\ ' 

The commonwealOi of Sintucky^ 1 , 

FayetU coiinly, ^ ' 

.T!bA% dajr Ifoctor John Todd came before me, John H. . 
Morton, a iustice of the peace for said county, and made 
oath that toe fiicts statea in the foregoms letter are sub* 
ttantially true to the best of his knowledffe. 

Given under my hand this Sd day of May, 1813. 

JOHN H. MORTON- 

BtaZ$ afSBtntuekyy Pendleton towiiy, in the town of . 

Falmouth. 

On the £lst day of Aprii, 1813, 1, John Dawson, an 
oi-derly serieant in captain Glard's company of the 1st 
regiment iLentacky volunteer militia being detailed oflT 
aiid attached to cliptain Wriel Seabrees' company, and. 
uras in the battle of 18th January, and did not receive a;, 
wound, but on the S2d, about 9/O^clock, received a shot 
under the right arm, which lodged between tlie ribs.--^ 
After tlie capitulation of our troops, there came a pay- 
master of the British army in the house where I was, to 
take the number of wounded that was in the house, I 
asked what was to be done with us ; he replied don^t 
make yourself uneasy about that, you shall be protected 
this hight by a strong guard which shall be left with you.^ 
But to my sad misfortune^ I found there were but d^rae 
interpreters left, and ia the night an ofiicer took two of 
ftem array, and in the mociD^v^ ^% %%%\%>^V«s^^k^Ss^ 



ft& APPENDIX. 

mot talk Indian. So when the Indians came in the ttonr* 
ing, they broke open the doors of the houses, began to 
tomahawk, scalp and plunder, then set fire to the hous- 
es which contained the prisoners ; with this I get up, put 
on my great coat, put up my knapsack and went out of 
doors. I had not been out mor» than one minute, be- 
fore an Indian came up to me and took the coat off my 
back, abo anotlier Indian told me to put my knapsacK 
m hi« sled : I did so. At this time Major Graves and 
Capt. Hart w ere out in the yard. I heard Capt. Hart 
maKe a bargain with an Indian to take him to Maiden, 
%vhidi the Indian agreed to do for the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars. I saw the Indiau-put a pair of socks on 
Hart and put him on a horse ; tins was the last I saw of 
Hart. I UieQ saw a man riding, whom I thought was » 
Briti;^h ollicer. I made to him out found' that he was an 
Indian), who was aid-dc-camp to general Roundhead ; 
he had with him when I came up twelve men. It was 
at tlie'moutYi of a lane where I overtook him, where there 
were two Indians scalping two men ; he hallooed to* 
them to give way ; they did so. After this, we went on, 
and on Sandy creek, about 3 miles from the battle ground 
I saw Maj. Graves in an Indian sleiffh ; this is the last 
account of him that I could ascertain. We went on 
that uight to Erownstpwn, and in the morning of the 
^th a fnan gave out walking, with the rheumatic pains, 
who was by uie name of Downey. The Indians toma- 
hawked him and then stript him.. We then marched on 
above Detroit on tlie river Rou^e. I staid witli them 
several days, they then took me into Detroit (leaving a 
•young man in the camp by the name of John Davenport) 
and sold me to Ma^. Muir, who commands fort Detroit.. 
I then was sent over fo Sandwich, there- 1 staid until 
lie bth of Februarv ; tlicv marched me to fort George 
and me on^tlie 19th of February, 1813. The 

above is a ti'ue statement as far as I saw,- though I saw 
numbers massacred that I did not know. 

Dui ing my confmemcnt with the Indians, whilst at their 
camps J tticy shewed me more hun;ianity than^the British.. 

^jven under my \\aad \\v\^*2.VA ^«i^ vA K?^\\\^ IS 13. 
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llendletait county, ss. 

I, William Mountjoy, one of ilie comraon wealth's jus- 
tices of the peace for the state of Kentucky, in and for 
said county, do certify that the forgoing certificate of 
John Dawson, was written, subscribed and sworn to be* 
fore me. 

Given under my hand this Slst day of April, 1813. 

Wm. MOUNTJOY. 

State of Kentucky, Pendhfon county^ in tkt toicn oj 

Falmouth, 

On the 21st day of Aprils 1^13, 1, Thomas Pollard, a 
private of Capt. Glave's corapaMy, of the 1st Regiment 
of Kentucky volunteer militia, was iii battles fought 
'with the British and Indian^ army, on the 18th and 9.9A 
of January last, at the river Raisin, and after the sur- 
render of ottrarmy as prisoners of war, on|he 22d,upon 
the assurances of British officers promisii^g protection 
to my wounded fellow soldiers, andthat they would send 
camoles for tliem the next day, although I had received 
no injury in either of the actions fought en the 18th and- 
3£d, I voluntarily staid to assist and comfort my mess- 
mates, John Dawson, Albert Ammerman and Jesse 
Green, all of whom had received wound^ by balls. 

I have first examined the statement mad« and «wom 
to, by John Daw-son, hereunto annexed, and witnessed 
every circTimstaRce therein stated to be truly stated 
within my OAvn knowleda^eb The Indian who bargained 
^'ith Capt. Hart, to take him to for4 Maiden for one hun-^ 
dred dollar^, and took charge of him, put liim on ahorse 
and started on his way ; spoke good enough theEsglisk 
tongtie for us to understand tlie contract.. 

miOMAS POLLARD. 

T^endletortxonMLty^ ss^ 

I, William Mountjoy,. one of the cncmionWCalth^ff 
justices of the peace for the state of Kentucky, in and 
for said county, do certify that the furegping. certificate 
af Thomas Pollard,, was subscribed and sworn to before- 
me. Given under.my hand tliis Slst day of April, 18L',> 

\Vm. MOUNTJOY, 
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State of JfCeiUuelcy, Pendleton Conrdy^ in the town ef 

Falmouth* 

On the 2l8t day of April, 1813, 1, Albert Ammerman, 
a private of captain Glare's company of the first regi- 
ment of Kentucky volunteer militia, being wounded in 
the battle of the 18th January last, at the river Raisio, 
by a ball in the flesh of the thigh ; and from the window 
of the house which was appropriated for an hospital, 
was a witness to«thc battle of the 22d of the same month ; 
and after the surrender, I, being but slightly wounded, 
proposed marching with the rest of the pnsonei-s, and 
was prevented by the order of a British officer, who 
iiaid uiat a guard would be left to take care of the woun- 
ded, and carrioles would be sent for them to ride in i» 
Maiden, on the next morning. Biit to my astonishment 
tto guard was left, and about sun rise on the morning of 
th« S3d, a party of Indians returned to the hospital^ 
tnd the first Indian that came to the room I was lodeed 
in, could speak the English language. He was asked by 
•ne of the wounded what was to be done with, the 
wounded. He replied they were all to be killed that 
could not walk ; and shortly after a general massacre 
commenced. I instantly put on my knapsack, and went 
out of the house ; my knapsack was demanded by an 
Indian at the door, to whom I gave it. He conducted 
me to a log some little distance from the house, on which 
I sat down, where I witnessed the butchery of many of 
my fellow citizens sufferers by the tomakawk and scalp- 
ing knife ; and, to finish the scene, set fire to the houses 
occupied by the wounded prisoners, many of them 
struggling in the arms of death, put tiieir heads out of 
the windows whilst enveloped m smoke and flames. 
After this bloody work was nnished, I was marched off 
in the direction towards Brownstown, by an Indian^ 
and when about half a mile from Frenchtown on our 
way, was overtaken by two Indians, who had Capt. 
Hart in custody, mounted on a horse. As they approach- 
ed nearly to us, I noticed they were speaking loud and 
iishn&tea as» if in a quarrel^ but not understanding their 
JsiigUage did not underfttanAv{\i«A.^«*%t^\i^\.H4^^WL them, 
iut think it w pi-obabk tJfc^l ^^ c^jxskOljiv^ ^^^^^^. 
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respecting one hundred dollars, whicli I understood 
Capt. Hart had given to one of the Indians aforesaid to 
convey him to fort M-alden. The quarrel appeared to 
grow very warm, so much so, tliat the Indians took aim 
at each other with their guns, and as if to settle the 
dispute it appeared to me as if tliey had mutually agreed 
to kill Capt. Hart and plunder him of the rest of his 
money and effects, whicn they did,hy taking him oflThis 
horse, then knocked him down with a war club, scalped * 
and tomahawked him, and stripped him naked, leaving 
his body on the ground. I was gratified in observing 
that, during the scene of trial, Capt. Hart refrained 
from supplication or intreaty, but appeared perfectly 
calm and collected. He met his fate with that firmness 
"which was his particular characteristic. No other pris- 
oner of our army of the United States was present to 
witness this melancholly scene, the death of Capt. Hart* 
During my captivity with the Indians, five days only, I 
was treated with more hospitality than I had an^ reason 
to expect, much more so than I experienced n*om the 
British, after I was ransomed at Detroit, by Mr. Benja- 
min Chittenden, who will ever be entitled to my utmost 
gratitude ; by him I was humanely treated, and also by 
some of the French Canadians. his 

ALBERT X AHMER3^IAN. 
mark. 

Pendleton Counfy^ ss, 

I, William Mountjoy, one of the Common wcatVti jus- 
tices of the peace, for the state of Kentucky, in and 
for said county, do certify the forgoing certificate of 
Albert Ammerman, was subscribed and sworn to before 
me. Given under my hand this Slstday of April, 1813^ 

Wm. mountjoy. 

Lexington^ •ipril ISf^, 18 IS. 

8ir — ^You request of me a statement of fiu^ts within 
my own knowledge, concerniBg the murder of tht 
men after the battle and surrender of Frenchtown. 

I was one of those who was taken by the Indians on 
the retreat, about one and a half miles from where the 

gctian first comffltxiQ ^% Jiist before we if ere taken^ 
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vith the a.^sistance of Lieut. Ghitin, beloi^ng to tke 
militia, I formed betweea fifteen and twentj men, I 
tlien disoovered the Indians running upon ut on each. 
»i(lc and in fronts about sixty in number , with theirarm»- 
at a trail. 1 discovered there was no chance to repel 
them. I ordered the mea to- ground their arms, which 
was done; the Indians then came up and secured the 
arms, of our men, andi shot them,, including the Lieut- 
before mentioned.. I was the only onesaved*. I was 
taden and delivered up to Cok Elliot, ar British- officer. 

As to the number of the wounded,.! know, nothing of. 
Vkj own knowledge^ 

Your obedient servant, 

A.GARRETT. 
Hon. Jesse Bleddoe^ 
• Fayette County^ ss. 

This day Lieutenant Ashton Garret, of the 17th rep- 
re ent U. S. Infantry, came before me, and made oa^ 
tiat the* foregoing statement is |ust and true to the best; 
of his knowledge^and belief. 

Given undier. my hand this thirteenth day of Aprils 
1813. J. H, MORTON, J. P. , 

State of XLetitUcky 

Fayette county. 

Personaily appeared before me, a justice of the peace 
for the county aioresaid, Charles Bradford, an inhabi- 
tant of the town of LexiD£;ton, state of Kentucky, who 
being duly sworn on the Holy Jlvangelist, deposeth and 
saith, that he was in the actions of the river Raisin^wOn 
the 18th and 2^d of January lastthat, he wa3 wounded 
in the rishthip and remained at Frenchtown after the 
capitulation .; that on the 22d before the prisoners (^who 
w^ere able to walk) .were marched for Maiden, he saw 
Capt. William Elliot, with whom he had been formerlj 
acquainted,. and' of whom he enquired, personally, what 
would be done with the wounded prisoners ? Whether 
they would be taken to Maiden that evening with the 
other prisoners or not ? he said they would' not be taken 
to Maiden thatevening^ but a strong guard would be left 
to protect th^m agamst aiiy o\x\.T«k%<i.lWlvvd\ans might 
te disposed to commit* mYvo\i\v^4^ wcw^ax ^^\sk%w^^ 
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fioa with Mftj. Graves, Capts. Hart and Hickman, and 
Doctors Todu and Bowerd, in the presence of this de- 
ponent. He, Elliot, further stated that sleighs would 
be sent to convej the wounded to Maiden Hae next 
morninff. This deponent further says liiat the British 
marched away ; no ^ard was left to protect the wound- 
ed, and that Capt^ Elliot, when asked Ihe reason, 
4ri>8eryed that someinterpreters were left whose influence 
Mnong the Indians was greater, and that they were better 
able to protect us than a guard. About 2 or 3 o'clock. 
in the morning of the 23d of January, this deponent 
discovered that the interpreters had left the house in 
which he was^ and he never saw them afterwards $ that 
between day light and sub rise, on the 23d, he saw a 
large number o? Indians come to the house, thev burst 
open th^ door, and in a few minutes commenced plun- 
wring the prisoners, and tomahawking those who were 
unable to walk» This deponent left the house as soon 
1^ possible and went into the yard, where a number of 
bislellow prisoners had assembled ; he was there claimed 
as a ptisoner by an Indian, who gave him some articles 
tO'hold whilst he plundered more. At this tiiiie he wa$ 
standing with Doct. Bowers and James E. Bly&e, when- 
an Indian without any provocation, tomahawked. Bly the 
and scalped him. Shortly after, they (the Indians) set 
fire to the housM in which the woundea had been quar- 
tered, and burnt them down, with the bodies of tiiose 
whom they had murdered. Thig deponent was then 
tiken by the Indians, in company with Doct. Bowers,, 
Charles Searls, Julius Turner, and several others te. 
Sandy Creek 5 that on the way he saw a number of pri*. 
toners who had been tomahawked ; tliat whilst at Sandy 
Creek, tliey murdered Charles Searls, Thomas S. Crow,^ 
and three or four others; that this deponont' was thosO, 
packed with forty or fifty pounds weight and taken to» 
tlie river Rouge, where tne Indians had encamped ; that 
whilst he was there, he enquired of an Indian whethei^ 
lie would take him to Maiden, as he \u?hed to be givco, 
to Col. Elliot. The Indian said if Col. Elliot told him; 
to do so he would, as they always did as he reque^tedie 
thf^m, This deponeul viwsiis^da^a with the indiann. 
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before fliey toA Um to Detroit, %taefB he was ^rctiased 
by Stephen Mack and Oliver W* Miller, for eighty dol- 
lars ; tliat the British officer commanding at Detmt 
(Major Muir) again claimed him as a British prisoner, 
'-fiot withstanding hia having just been ransomed froiia 
^iheir allies, by his own countrymen, and sent him to 
Bandwichi where he remained until the-9tb or lOth of 
February, when he was sent to Fort iQeorgie^ and there 
paroled. This deponent states, that whilst a prisoner 
at Sandwich, he Was several limes treated ihsulttngly by , 
:• the British officers and by one John M^r^^or-; ^at thfr' 
Citizens generally treated the prisoners wi& kindness 
. and attention, as far as was in their power. 

This being the first opportunity the deponent has had 
of expressing his gratitude to the American citizens who- 
treated the prisoners with so much friendsbip and hi-^ 
nanity at Detroit, cannot refrain. from sa doing.. AnA- 
as long as he lives, the names of Messrs. Maok,.fifilleK9' 
Smart, Woodward, WilHams, McDonald,. Hunt, Mayi^^ 
ftc. shall 'never be forgotten. ' 

CHARLES BRADFORD; 
Sworn and subscribed to, before me this 29th day o€ 
April, 1813. O. KJKN, J. P. 

(Copy) 
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TnM nxtOter not being present ^^hen the proof sheets 
were taken, a few errors have crept into the work, 
which the reader is desired to correct with a pen. The 
most material are the foHowing, viz. 

Page 2S, 6th line froinbottom^ after the wordPresident^ 
add acted. 

122, 8th line from bottom, (note) for shortness read 
Mtraitness. 

134; 16tU line from top> for M'CobO; read Al'Caht» 
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